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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to interstate mobility; creating s.
455.2135, F.S.; requiring the respective boards of
occupations, or the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation if there is no board, to allow
licensure by endorsement if the applicant meets
certain criteria; requiring applicants of professions
that require fingerprints for criminal history checks
to submit such fingerprints before the board or
department issues a license by endorsement; requiring
the department, and authorizing the board, to review
the results of the criminal history checks according
to specific criteria to determine if the applicants
meet the requirements for licensure; requiring that
the costs associated with fingerprint processing be
borne by the applicant; if fingerprints are submitted
through an authorized agency or vendor, requiring such
agency or vendor to collect the processing fees and
remit them to the Department of Law Enforcement;
providing an exemption; creating s. 456.0145, F.S.;
providing a short title; requiring the applicable
health care regulatory boards, or the Department of
Health if there is no board, to issue a license or
certificate to applicants who meet specified
conditions; defining the term “scope of practice”;
requiring the department to verify certain information
using the National Practitioner Data Bank, as
applicable; specifying circumstances under which a

person 1s ineligible for a license; authorizing boards
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or the department, as applicable, to revoke a license
upon a specified finding; requiring boards or the
department, as applicable, to issue licenses within a
specified timeframe; authorizing boards or the
department, as applicable, to require that applicants
successfully complete a jurisprudential examination
under certain circumstances; requiring the department
to submit an annual report to the Governor and the
Legislature by a specified date; providing
requirements for the report; requiring the boards and
the department, as applicable, to adopt certain rules
within a specified timeframe; amending ss. 457.105,
458.313, 464.009, 465.0075, 467.0125, 468.1185,
468.1705, 468.213, 468.3065, 468.358, 468.513, 478.47,
480.041, 484.007, 486.081, 486.107, 490.006, and
491.006, F.S.; revising licensure by endorsement
requirements for the practice of acupuncture,
medicine, professional or practical nursing, pharmacy,
midwifery, speech-language pathology and audiology,
nursing home administration, occupational therapy,
radiology, respiratory therapy, dietetics and
nutrition, electrology, massage therapy, opticianry,
physical therapy, physical therapist assistantship,
psychology and school psychology, and clinical social
work, marriage and family therapy, and mental health
counseling, respectively; amending ss. 486.031 and
486.102, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; authorizing the boards and the Department

of Health, as applicable, to continue processing
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applications for licensure by endorsement, as
authorized under the Florida Statutes (2023), for a

specified timeframe; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 455.2135, Florida Statutes, 1s created

to read:

455.2135 Interstate mobility.—

(1) When endorsement based on years of licensure is not

otherwise provided by law in the practice act for a profession,

the board, or the department if there is no board, shall allow

licensure by endorsement for any individual applying who:

(a) Has held a valid, current license to practice the

profession issued by another state or territory of the United

States for at least 5 years before the date of application and

is applying for the same or similar license in this state;

(b) Submits an application either when the license in

another state or territory is active or within 2 years after

such license was last active;

(c) Has passed the recognized national licensing exam, if

such exam is established as a requirement for licensure in the

profession;

(d) Has no pending disciplinary actions and all sanctions

of any prior disciplinary actions have been satisfied;

(e) Shows proof of compliance with any federal regulation,

training, or certification, if the board or the department

requires such proof, regarding licensure in the profession;

(f) Completes Florida-specific continuing education courses
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88 or passes a jurisprudential examination specific to the state

89 laws and rules for the applicable profession as established by

90 the board or department; and

91 (g) Complies with any insurance or bonding requirements as

92| required for the profession.

93 (2) If the practice act for a profession requires the

94 submission of fingerprints, the applicant must submit a complete

95 set of fingerprints to the Department of Law Enforcement for a

96| statewide criminal history check. The Department of Law

97| Enforcement shall forward the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau

98| of Investigation for a national criminal history check. The

99 department shall, and the board may, review the results of the

100 criminal history checks according to the level 2 screening

101 standards in s. 435.04 and determine whether the applicant meets

102 the licensure requirements. The costs of fingerprint processing

103| are borne by the applicant. If the applicant’s fingerprints are

104 submitted through an authorized agency or vendor, the agency or

105| wvendor must collect the required processing fees and remit the

106 fees to the Department of Law Enforcement.

107 (3) This section does not apply to harbor pilots licensed
108 under chapter 310.

109 Section 2. Section 456.0145, Florida Statutes, is created
110 to read:

111 456.0145 Mobile Opportunity by Interstate Licensure
112 Endorsement (MOBILE) Act.-—
113 (1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the “Mobile

114| Opportunity by Interstate Licensure Endorsement Act” or the

115 “"MOBILE Act.”

116 (2) LICENSURE BY ENDORSEMENT.—
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117 (a) An applicable board, or the department if there is no

118| Dboard, shall issue a license or certificate to practice in this

119| state to an applicant who meets all of the following criteria:

120 1. Submits a completed application.

121 2. Holds an active, unencumbered license issued by another

122 state, the District of Columbia, or a possession or territory of

123 the United States in a profession with a similar scope of

124| practice, as determined by the board or department, as

125| applicable. As used in this subparagraph, the term “scope of

126| practice” means the full spectrum of functions, procedures,

127 actions, and services that a health care practitioner is deemed

128 competent and authorized to perform under a license issued in

129 this state.

130 3.a. Has obtained a passing score on a national licensure

131 examination or holds a national certification recognized by the

132| Dboard, or the department if there is no board, as applicable to

133| the profession for which the applicant is seeking licensure in

134 this state; or

135 b. Meets the requirements of paragraph (b).

136 4. Has actively practiced the profession for which the

137 applicant is applying for at least 3 years during the 4-year

138| period immediately preceding the date of submission of the

139| application.

140 5. Attests that he or she is not, at the time of submission

141 of the application, the subject of a disciplinary proceeding in

142 a jurisdiction in which he or she holds a license or by the

143| United States Department of Defense for reasons related to the

144 practice of the profession for which he or she is applying.

145 6. Has not had professional disciplinary action taken
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against him or her in the 7 years immediately preceding the date

of submission of the application.

7. Meets the financial responsibility requirements of s.

456.048 or the applicable practice act, if required for the

profession for which the applicant is seeking licensure.

8. Submits a set of fingerprints for a background check

pursuant to s. 456.0135 or the applicable practice act, if

required for the profession for which he or she is applying.

The department shall verify information submitted by the

applicant under this subsection using the National Practitioner

Data Bank, as applicable.

(b) An applicant for a profession that does not require a

national examination or national certification is eligible for

licensure if an applicable board, or the department if there is

no board, determines that the jurisdiction in which the

applicant currently holds an active, unencumbered license meets

established minimum education requirements and, if applicable,

examination, work experience, and clinical supervision

requirements that are substantially similar to the requirements

for licensure in that profession in this state.

(c) A person is ineligible for a license under this section

if the applicant:

1. Has a complaint, an allegation, or an investigation

pending before a licensing entity in another state, the District

of Columbia, or a possession or territory of the United States;

2. Has been convicted of or pled nolo contendere to,

regardless of adjudication, any felony or misdemeanor related to

the practice of a health care profession;
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3. Has had a health care provider license revoked or

suspended by another state, the District of Columbia, or a

possession or territory of the United States, or has voluntarily

surrendered any such license;

4. Has been reported to the National Practitioner Data

Bank, unless the applicant has successfully appealed to have his

or her name removed from the data bank; or

5. Has previously failed the Florida examination required

to receive a license to practice the profession for which the

applicant is seeking a license.

(d) The board, or the department if there is no board, may

revoke a license upon finding that the licensee provided false

or misleading material information or intentionally omitted

material information in an application for licensure.

(e) The board, or the department if there is no board,

shall issue a license within 15 days after receipt of all

documentation required for an application.

(3) STATE EXAMINATION.—The board, or the department if

there is no board, may require an applicant to successfully

complete a jurisprudential examination specific to state laws

and rules for the applicable profession, if this chapter or the

applicable practice act requires such examination.

(4) ANNUAL REPORT.—By December 31 of each year, the

department shall submit a report to the Governor, the President

of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives

which provides all of the following information for the previous

fiscal year, per profession and in total:

(a) The number of applications for licensure received under

this section.
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(b) The number of licenses issued under this section.

(c) The number of applications submitted under this section

which were denied and the reason for such denials.

(5) RULES.—FEach applicable board, or the department if

there is no board, shall adopt rules to implement this section

within 6 months after this section’s effective date, including

rules relating to legislative intent under s. 456.025(1) and the

requirements of s. 456.025(3).

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 457.105, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

457.105 Licensure qualifications and fees.—

(2) A person may become licensed to practice acupuncture if

the person applies to the department and meets all of the

following criteria:

(a) Is 21 years of age or older, has good moral character,
and has the ability to communicate in English, which is
demonstrated by having passed the national written examination
in English or, if such examination was passed in a foreign
language, by also having passed a nationally recognized English
proficiency examination.s+

(b) Has completed 60 college credits from an accredited
postsecondary institution as a prerequisite to enrollment in an
authorized 3-year course of study in acupuncture and oriental
medicine, and has completed a 3-year course of study in
acupuncture and oriental medicine, and effective July 31, 2001,
a 4-year course of study in acupuncture and oriental medicine,
which meets standards established by the board by rule, which
standards include, but are not limited to, successful completion

of academic courses in western anatomy, western physiology,
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western pathology, western biomedical terminology, first aid,
and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). However, any person who
enrolled in an authorized course of study in acupuncture before
August 1, 1997, must have completed only a 2-year course of
study which meets standards established by the board by rule,
which standards must include, but are not limited to, successful
completion of academic courses in western anatomy, western
physiology, and western pathology.+

(c) Has successfully completed a board-approved national

certification process, meets the requirements for licensure by

endorsement under s. 456.0145 is—aetively ticensedin o state

+hoat oo RN BN i n ooy romant o o4+ o ISEEN AWk R 1 1
cChiaoc oo  CxXaitrita c O T COuTrrCmCitcsS oot ot o oulosScattc oty

<z nt N ot oaoant +h o Ao £ +h1 o o+ o4 or
COoTrvaor St co— O Mo TrC— S o ittt oot cirtosC— Ottt 5 Scaoccy,

passes an examination administered by the department, which
examination tests the applicant’s competency and knowledge of
the practice of acupuncture and oriental medicine. At the
request of any applicant, oriental nomenclature for the points
shall be used in the examination. The examination shall include
a practical examination of the knowledge and skills required to
practice modern and traditional acupuncture and oriental
medicine, covering diagnostic and treatment techniques and
procedures.;—and

(d) Pays the required fees set by the board by rule not to
exceed the following amounts:

1. Examination fee: $500 plus the actual per applicant cost
to the department for purchase of the written and practical
portions of the examination from a national organization
approved by the board.

2. Application fee: $300.
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262 3. Reexamination fee: $500 plus the actual per applicant
263 cost to the department for purchase of the written and practical
264| portions of the examination from a national organization
265| approved by the board.
266 4., Initial biennial licensure fee: $400, if licensed in the
267 first half of the biennium, and $200, i1f licensed in the second

268 half of the biennium.

269 Section 4. Section 458.313, Florida Statutes, is amended to
270 read:

271 (Substantial rewording of section. See

272 s. 458.313, F.S., for present text.)

273 458.313 Licensure by endorsement; requirements; fees.—The

274 department shall issue a license by endorsement to any applicant

275| who, upon applying to the department on forms furnished by the

276| department and remitting a fee set by the board in an amount not

277 to exceed $500, the board certifies has met the requirements for

278 licensure by endorsement under s. 456.0145.

279 Section 5. Section 464.009, Florida Statutes, is amended to
280 read:

281 (Substantial rewording of section. See

282 s. 464.009, F.S., for present text.)

283 464.009 Licensure by endorsement.—

284 (1) The department shall issue the appropriate license by

285| endorsement to practice professional or practical nursing to any

286 applicant who, upon applying to the department and remitting a

287 fee set by the board in an amount not to exceed $100,

288| demonstrates to the board that he or she meets the requirements

289 for licensure by endorsement under s. 456.0145.

290 (2) A person holding an active multistate license in
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another state pursuant to s. 464.0095 is exempt from the

requirements for licensure by endorsement in this section.

Section 6. Section 465.0075, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

(Substantial rewording of section. See

s. 465.0075, F.S., for present text.)

465.0075 Licensure by endorsement; requirements; fee.—The

department shall issue a license by endorsement to any applicant

who, upon applying to the department and remitting a

nonrefundable fee set by the board in an amount not to exceed

$100, the board certifies has met the requirements for licensure

by endorsement under s. 456.0145.
Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 467.0125, Florida

Statutes, 1is amended to read:

467.0125 Licensed midwives; qualifications; endorsement;
temporary certificates.—

(1) The department shall issue a license by endorsement to
practice midwifery to an applicant who, upon applying to the

department on a form approved by the department and remitting

the appropriate fee, demonstrates to the department that she or

he meets the requirements for licensure by endorsement under s.

456.0145 alt—ef—+thefollowingeriterias
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Section 10. Section 468.213, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:

468.213 Licensure by endorsement; waiver of examination

requirement.—

(1) The board may weive—theexaminatieon—and grant a license
n
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(2) The board may waive the examination and grant a license
to any applicant who presents proof of current licensure as an

occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant in a
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jurisdiction which requires standards for licensure determined
by the board to be equivalent to the requirements for licensure
in this part aet.

Section 11. Section 468.3065, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

468.3065 Certification by endorsement.—

(1) The department may issue a certificate by endorsement
to practice as a radiologist assistant to an applicant who, upon
applying to the department and remitting a nonrefundable fee not

to exceed $50, demonstrates to the department that he or she

meets the requirements for licensure by endorsement under s.
456.0145 hetds—a——eurrent——ee e—e¥r—regisE

L oo . - ] . . -

+ £
| -

P
L oTOCT

s

Page 14 of 26

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




SB 1600

2024

Florida Senate

20241600

14-00079E-24

2 “ b .
(0] D Q $H HO) &
i) a ¢ N iS) O T ¢ D O 0] [99]
o D P o o < <l | o) < w -
0} 0] 0] of -l 0] ~ 3 & ~ §©) PP D @
E o 0 < wnl ¥ o £ O QO ¥ D N o 0 | B ®
O O WH w ® D O © ®© ®© | ¢H o« Q S n| | My
n oo IR -t w 2 0 S gl W ¢ 7P IS gl L - @ {
“ ] 0] H Q| # B “ a P QO & D © | o - W D
@) — O T| @ ® o » 3 e & -H 4 R NO] . R

o) ~ QO c| - H T S H P 0 D $H B )] n gl ©o| A D
q O © 0] 3 o)l B q © Q [ 0| -H (OFEEOF - -~ L0 [(VI | L90]
o © T <o D D n 0] @] “ QO [N I SR} & o, O | -f w®  -d
z G D ¢ @ A = g g O ® 0 D < @ g #H o @
> o S o #H >~ <4 O Y T| W D O ()] g = @ -H W

QO P W © 0] fH D Q o, < ~ al OB 0] 0] n D B
a o0 < £ D 4 Q, © O] | n D < ORI OMNN o
0] © [ SRS 0] ® 0] © © 0, -H <~ @ 3 in] © “ D D @

+ O a 9] ~ O fH + QO > P O i} o] [0} K

© - o “ D D © a o O Q D D @ © > T T ¢ [on D
o - a a @] 9] @] © a Ky 0] 0] in] 9 A a ® kS
-~ O O T & O ~ - RO NN ) ¢ B «m o > 3| = B
H O © g < D D D H 0 L o Y m h DA 1SR TR )
-—H© P o0 L T v i S S R R D » L © © T P P D @
+ o H S A 2 - 9] P N~ @ T [ = = R, D
4 ¢ © © > fH » Q 4 P E O 4l ¢ B N B A | A A O & O
O © A O Q D O O n O L O 4 D H Y N oF sl © ¢ -
O P 0 <~ - 0 -4 Y Ol ¢ W D » O Pon g O H ¢ H

o £ T O ¢ O o n oA P s H O o 0 © wl ¢ d
c L -d ISR IS © O T o | -fd D E M QO “ IS R
g O 3| @ NN — o P W B @ D = O O B ™ T
0] >~ 0 < [9)] 0] pe D 0] O © @ ISR | O 4 ¥ ~ o T P O fH kS
S5 OO0 4 Poal " PP S Q 4 O # -H O oo} n o [l B O NN (]
n O Q| Yd D @ n 9 P P ol 4 D ¢ w0 4 A P O H O D
n 4 T (@] o| -H » n O a )] D [ SIS D ™M (O a D T D

- O g P A D -m -~ O O < w| { ®© - . T A O > # W
g © e L L g O P D, Y N o a P g Q ¢ - D
> q 0 D @ - > I I =1 ) -H O O 4 O HooQ @
© o P 0] “ 0] [T © >N QO QO @ ® OMNEL SN 0] 0 Q| -d n W

- £ O © £ O D £ P © T g ¢ b & > 0 4 o4l DO
h PO © H WP D — O H & D & Q O 3 © M D
Hp = ~ @ » + © 0] ~ M Ho-H D (@] @ O 0 D Eiy)

o9} a o P P 9] D 0] c 4 T o A B -H o - ] o Sl M fH
-H o -H “ n P Moo E 0] O (@) 3 { ¢ D P S n 0] 0] D D
P £ o © g al ¢ 0 & O O A O D ® ¢ O 5 © O ©® 4
b L O O O O P D B PO o v O B o-fH OO 0 > A D Q
H 4 4 0O g £ O ¢ ® 4 n P Y i -H N a0 Q A -H TP
b @ O T O O D © T O @ YW ® O H L T
@ o, -H O “~ (VY | H O, ®© O [0) ol P N D D . O 3 O S - P @,
on O T 0] - HO) D 0] i) o g ¢ - [OFEENQN - [9)] 0] Oof 4 D D
P T ®© <o < 3 D P Y T 0 (OIS D & @ — Ho g o PowHl o oM
D 4 P O o T ke © o X My ® D H 0] a D {
=) 0 | [09) 0] [ O NN )| [OXIN] D & o U © w0l { H @

e 0] O vr 4 D D 4 < o A P w0 H ® (@] 0 -H [ SN ®
v B o P <K [0} @ == O > O | < D - ™ A o < [
-H - O 0] -H D -~ = P Q| N4 P . 0] D D ®
" ~ P O 0 G Ol W F — P o gl ol & b o U e o ~ o g & -+ -
b N O o O | | O D (22 TN © BN O PR P H ® O T O «H QO O 4 4 P
-H ~ ®© -4 O —| © ~ ®© ®© O O VW & e ™« ”n @ < — “ ©T ¢
D 4 >N X 0 o ¢ oA Y c g D - 0] -~ = D
-H 0O = O P o D B 0, o n < -H Y D Y g ) §O)
HOj [oN o © lox O 0] + D & ol D D
® o O O 0| wn D D o O O H o ® D D O O D & o]
a9 P © P g < P W PD3 W 0O wn & N o4 iB] S @ #
>~ 0 O O «+ N M < W0 0 O O 4 N M < O W >~ W O O 4 N M <O
O o O A o A A o - — 4 N N N AN NN N N ANNOO O O O O oM
SIS U S S R U S LS VR S ESEEEEES RIS (IS RS (R S U S S A U R S S S S S R S

Page 15 of 26

Words strieken are deletions

words underlined are additions.

.
’

CODING




436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2024 SB 1600

14-00079E-24 20241600

(2)43> An individual who has been granted licensure,

certification, registration, or other authority, by whatever

name known, to deliver respiratory care services in a foreign

arotherSstate—o¥ country may petition the board for
consideration for licensure in this state and, upon verification
by oath and submission of evidence of licensure, certification,
registration, or other authority acceptable to the board, may be
granted licensure by endorsement.

(3)+4)» Licensure may shat+ not be granted by endorsement as
provided in this section without the submission of a proper
application and the payment of the requisite fees therefor.

Section 13. Section 468.513, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

468.513 Dietitian/nutritionist; licensure by endorsement.—

413> The department shall issue a license to practice
dietetics and nutrition by endorsement to any applicant who

meets the requirements for licensure by endorsement under s.

upon receipt of a

456.0145 £hePboard—eertifies—as—«guatified,
e

completed application and the fee specified in s. 468.508.
(D Th boaord obho11 ooyt £y S o~ 2 £ a Ay 12N~ bz
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(5) The board shall adopt rules:
(c) Specifying licensing procedures for practitioners

desiring to be licensed in this state who meet the requirements

for licensure by endorsement under s. 456.0145 or hold an active

license and have practiced in anyeother state;—territory—or

jurisdiction which has licensing standards substantially similar
to, equivalent to, or more stringent than the standards of this
state.

Section 16. Present subsections (3) and (4) of section
484.007, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (4)
and (5), respectively, a new subsection (3) is added to that
section, and subsection (1) of that section is amended, to read:

484.007 Licensure of opticians; permitting of optical
establishments.—

(1) Any person desiring to practice opticianry shall apply
to the department, upon forms prescribed by it, to take a
licensure examination. The department shall examine each

applicant who the board certifies meets all of the following

criteria:

(a) Has completed the application form and remitted a
nonrefundable application fee set by the board, in the amount of
$100 or less, and an examination fee set by the board, in the
amount of $325 plus the actual per applicant cost to the
department for purchase of portions of the examination from the
American Board of Opticianry or a similar national organization,
or less, and refundable if the board finds the applicant
ineligible to take the examination.s

(b) Is not younger *ess than 18 years of age.s
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(c) Is a graduate of an accredited high school or possesses
a certificate of equivalency of a high school education.;—and
(d)1. Has received an associate degree, or its equivalent,
in opticianry from an educational institution the curriculum of
which is accredited by an accrediting agency recognized and

approved by the United States Department of Education or the

Council on Postsecondary Education or approved by the board;

2.4= Has registered as an apprentice with the department

and paid a registration fee not to exceed $60, as set by rule of
the board. The apprentice shall complete 6,240 hours of training
under the supervision of an optician licensed in this state for
at least 1 year or of a physician or optometrist licensed under
the laws of this state. These requirements must be met within 5
years after the date of registration. However, any time spent in
a recognized school may be considered as part of the

apprenticeship program provided herein. The board may establish
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administrative processing fees sufficient to cover the cost of
administering apprentice rules as promulgated by the board.

(3) The board shall certify to the department for licensure

by endorsement any applicant who meets the requirements for

licensure by endorsement under s. 456.0145.

Section 17. Section 486.081, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
to read:

486.081 Physical therapist; issuance of license by

endorsement; issuance of license without examination to person

passing examination of another authorized examining board in a

foreign country; fee.—

(1) The board may cause a license by endorsement to be

issued through the department witheuvwtexaminatieon to any

applicant who meets the requirements for licensure by

endorsement under s. 456.0145 or, without examination, to any

applicant who presents evidence satisfactory to the board of

having passed theAmerican Registry Examinationprier—+te 1071 —o¥

an examination in physical therapy before a similar lawfully

authorized examining board of amrether state;—the bistrietof

(D]

otumbia;—a—territeory—or a foreign country+ if the standards

o~
Tt T

ar

4+
T

(O3

4+
T

for licensure in physical thera in such ether—state 35
pny py 7 7

erritory;—o¥r foreign country are determined by the board to be
as high as those of this state, as established by rules adopted
pursuant to this chapter. Any person who holds a license
pursuant to this section may use the words “physical therapist”
or “physiotherapist” or the letters “P.T.” in connection with
her or his name or place of business to denote her or his
licensure hereunder. A person who holds a license pursuant to

this section and obtains a doctoral degree in physical therapy
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068| wiotation—of—thischapter—until—such—timeas—theinvestigation
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670 appty-

671 Section 21. Subsection (3) of section 486.031, Florida

672 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

673 486.031 Physical therapist; licensing requirements.—To be
674 eligible for licensing as a physical therapist, an applicant
675| must:

676 (3) (a) Have been graduated from a school of physical

677 therapy which has been approved for the educational preparation
678 of physical therapists by the appropriate accrediting agency
679| recognized by the Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary
680| Accreditation or the United States Department of Education at
681 the time of her or his graduation and have passed, to the

682 satisfaction of the board, the American Registry Examination
683| prior to 1971 or a national examination approved by the board to
684 determine her or his fitness for practice as a physical

685 therapist as hereinafter provided;

686 (b) Have received a diploma from a program in physical

687 therapy in a foreign country and have educational credentials
688 deemed equivalent to those required for the educational

689| preparation of physical therapists in this country, as

690 recognized by the appropriate agency as identified by the board,
691 and have passed to the satisfaction of the board an examination
692 to determine her or his fitness for practice as a physical

693| therapist as hereinafter provided; or

694 (c) Be entitled to licensure by endorsement or without

695 examination as provided in s. 486.081.

096 Section 22. Subsection (3) of section 486.102, Florida
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Statutes, is amended to read:

486.102 Physical therapist assistant; licensing
requirements.—To be eligible for licensing by the board as a
physical therapist assistant, an applicant must:

(3) (a) Have been graduated from a school giving a course of
not less than 2 years for physical therapist assistants, which
has been approved for the educational preparation of physical
therapist assistants by the appropriate accrediting agency
recognized by the Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary
Accreditation or the United States Department of Education, at
the time of her or his graduation and have passed to the
satisfaction of the board an examination to determine her or his
fitness for practice as a physical therapist assistant as
hereinafter provided;

(b) Have been graduated from a school giving a course for
physical therapist assistants in a foreign country and have
educational credentials deemed equivalent to those required for
the educational preparation of physical therapist assistants in
this country, as recognized by the appropriate agency as
identified by the board, and passed to the satisfaction of the
board an examination to determine her or his fitness for
practice as a physical therapist assistant as hereinafter
provided;

(c) Be entitled to licensure by endorsement or without

examination as provided in s. 486.107; or

(d) Have been enrolled between July 1, 2014, and July 1,
2016, in a physical therapist assistant school in this state
which was accredited at the time of enrollment; and

1. Have been graduated or be eligible to graduate from such
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726 school no later than July 1, 2018; and
7277 2. Have passed to the satisfaction of the board an
728| examination to determine his or her fitness for practice as a
729| physical therapist assistant as provided in s. 486.104.
730 Section 23. Notwithstanding the changes made to the Florida

731 Statutes (2023) by this act, a board as defined in s. 456.001,

732 Florida Statutes, or the Department of Health, as applicable,

733| may continue processing applications for licensure by

734 endorsement as authorized under the Florida Statutes (2023)

735 until the rules adopted by such board or the department to

736| implement the changes made by this act take effect or until 6

737 months after the effective date of this act, whichever occurs
738 first.
739 Section 24. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
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