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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
01/29/2024

The Committee on Regulated Industries (Collins) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Section 163.3210, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

163.3210 Natural gas resiliency and reliability

infrastructure.—

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to maintain,

encourage, and ensure adequate and reliable fuel sources for
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public utilities. The resiliency and reliability of fuel sources

for public utilities is critical to the state’s economy; the

ability of the state to recover from natural disasters; and to

the health, safety, welfare, and quality of life of the

residents of the state.

(2) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Natural gas” means all forms of fuel commonly or

commercially known or sold as natural gas, including compressed

natural gas and liquefied natural gas.

(b) “Natural gas reserve” means a facility that is capable

of storing and transporting and, when operational, actively

stores and transports a supply of natural gas.

(c) “Public utility” has the same meaning as defined in s.
366.02.

(d) “Resiliency facility” means a facility owned and

operated by a public utility for the purposes of assembling,

creating, holding, securing, or deploying natural gas reserves

for temporary use during a system outage or natural disaster.

(3) A resiliency facility is a permitted use in all

commercial, industrial, and manufacturing land use categories in

a local government comprehensive plan and all commercial,

industrial, and manufacturing districts. A resiliency facility

must comply with the setback and landscape criteria for other

similar uses. A local government may adopt an ordinance

specifying buffer and landscaping requirements for resiliency

facilities, provided that such requirements do not exceed the

requirements for similar uses involving the construction of

other facilities that are permitted uses in commercial,

industrial, and manufacturing land use categories and zoning
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(2)45» All state agencies shall use ethanol and biodiesel
blended fuels when available. State agencies administering
central fueling operations for state-owned vehicles shall
procure biofuels for fleet needs to the greatest extent
practicable.

(3) (a) The Department of Management Services shall, in

consultation with the Department of Commerce and the Department

of Agriculture and Consumer Services, develop a Florida Humane

Preferred Energy Products List. In developing the list, the

department must assess products currently available for purchase

under state term contracts that contain or consist of an energy

storage device with a capacity of greater than one kilowatt or

that contain or consist of an energy generation device with a
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capacity of greater than 500 kilowatts and identify specific

products that appear to be largely made free from forced labor,

irrespective of the age of the worker. For purposes of this

subsection, the term “forced labor” means any work performed or

service rendered that is:

1. Obtained by intimidation, fraud, or coercion, including

by threat of serious bodily harm to, or physical restraint

against, a person, by means of a scheme intended to cause the

person to believe that if he or she does not perform such labor

or render such service, the person will suffer serious bodily

harm or physical restraint, or by means of the abuse or

threatened abuse of law or the legal process;

2. Imposed on the basis of a characteristic that has been

held by the United States Supreme Court or the Florida Supreme

Court to be protected against discrimination under the

Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution or under

s. 2, Art. I of the State Constitution, including race, color,

national origin, religion, gender, or physical disability;

3. Not performed or rendered voluntarily by a person; or

4. In violation of the Child Labor Law or otherwise

performed or rendered through oppressive child labor.

(b) When procuring the types of energy products described

in paragraph (a) from state term contracts, state agencies and

political subdivisions shall first consult the Florida Humane

Preferred Energy Products List and may not purchase or procure

products not included in the list.

Section 3. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (1) of
section 337.25, Florida Statutes, to read:

337.25 Acquisition, lease, and disposal of real and
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personal property.—
(1)

(e) The department may not, without prior approval from the

Legislature, assign or transfer its permitting rights across any

transportation right-of-way operated by the department to a

third party or governmental entity that does not operate the

transportation right-of-way.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 337.403, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

337.403 Interference caused by utility; expenses.—

(1) If a utility that is placed upon, under, over, or
within the right-of-way limits of any public road or publicly
owned rail corridor is found by the authority to be unreasonably
interfering in any way with the convenient, safe, or continuous
use, or the maintenance, improvement, extension, or expansion,
of such public road or publicly owned rail corridor, the utility
owner shall, upon 30 days’ written notice to the utility or its
agent by the authority, initiate the work necessary to alleviate
the interference at its own expense except as provided in

paragraphs (a)-(j). The authority may not require a utility

within a public road operated by the authority to be relocated

on behalf of any other third-party or governmental agency

project related to a separate public or private road or

transportation corridor. The work must be completed within such

reasonable time as stated in the notice or such time as agreed
to by the authority and the utility owner.

(a) If the relocation of utility facilities, as referred to
in s. 111 of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956, Pub. L. No.

84-627, is necessitated by the construction of a project on the
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federal-aid interstate system, including extensions thereof
within urban areas, and the cost of the project is eligible and
approved for reimbursement by the Federal Government to the
extent of 90 percent or more under the Federal-Aid Highway Act,
or any amendment thereof, then in that event the utility owning
or operating such facilities shall perform any necessary work
upon notice from the department, and the state shall pay the
entire expense properly attributable to such work after
deducting therefrom any increase in the value of a new facility
and any salvage value derived from an old facility.

(b) When a joint agreement between the department and the
utility is executed for utility work to be accomplished as part
of a contract for construction of a transportation facility, the
department may participate in those utility work costs that
exceed the department’s official estimate of the cost of the
work by more than 10 percent. The amount of such participation
is limited to the difference between the official estimate of
all the work in the joint agreement plus 10 percent and the
amount awarded for this work in the construction contract for
such work. The department may not participate in any utility
work costs that occur as a result of changes or additions during
the course of the contract.

(c) When an agreement between the department and utility is
executed for utility work to be accomplished in advance of a
contract for construction of a transportation facility, the
department may participate in the cost of clearing and grubbing
necessary to perform such work.

(d) If the utility facility was initially installed to

exclusively serve the authority or its tenants, or both, the

Page 8 of 39
1/29/2024 7:33:58 AM 580-02543-24




Florida Senate - 2024 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1624

| AT =+

214 authority shall bear the costs of the utility work. However, the
215 authority is not responsible for the cost of utility work

216 |related to any subsequent additions to that facility for the

217 |purpose of serving others. For a county or municipality, if such
218 |utility facility was installed in the right-of-way as a means to
219 serve a county or municipal facility on a parcel of property

220 adjacent to the right-of-way and if the intended use of the

221 county or municipal facility is for a use other than

222 transportation purposes, the obligation of the county or

223 |municipality to bear the costs of the utility work shall extend
224 only to utility work on the parcel of property on which the

225 facility of the county or municipality originally served by the
226 |utility facility is located.

227 (e) If, under an agreement between a utility and the

228 authority entered into after July 1, 2009, the utility conveys,
229 subordinates, or relinquishes a compensable property right to
230 the authority for the purpose of accommodating the acquisition
231 or use of the right-of-way by the authority, without the

232 agreement expressly addressing future responsibility for the

233 cost of necessary utility work, the authority shall bear the

234 cost of removal or relocation. This paragraph does not impair or
235 restrict, and may not be used to interpret, the terms of any

236 such agreement entered into before July 1, 2009.

237 (f) If the utility is an electric facility being relocated
238 underground in order to enhance vehicular, bicycle, and

239 |pedestrian safety and in which ownership of the electric

240 facility to be placed underground has been transferred from a

241 |private to a public utility within the past 5 years, the

242 department shall incur all costs of the necessary utility work.
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(g) An authority may bear the costs of utility work
required to eliminate an unreasonable interference when the
utility is not able to establish that it has a compensable
property right in the particular property where the utility is
located if:

1. The utility was physically located on the particular
property before the authority acquired rights in the property;

2. The utility demonstrates that it has a compensable
property right in adjacent properties along the alignment of the
utility or, after due diligence, certifies that the utility does
not have evidence to prove or disprove that it has a compensable
property right in the particular property where the utility is
located; and

3. The information available to the authority does not
establish the relative priorities of the authority’s and the
utility’s interests in the particular property.

(h) If a municipally owned utility or county-owned utility
is located in a rural area of opportunity, as defined in s.
288.0656(2), and the department determines that the utility is
unable, and will not be able within the next 10 years, to pay
for the cost of utility work necessitated by a department
project on the State Highway System, the department may pay, in
whole or in part, the cost of such utility work performed by the
department or its contractor.

(i) If the relocation of utility facilities is necessitated
by the construction of a commuter rail service project or an
intercity passenger rail service project and the cost of the
project is eligible and approved for reimbursement by the

Federal Government, then in that event the utility owning or
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operating such facilities located by permit on a department-
owned rail corridor shall perform any necessary utility
relocation work upon notice from the department, and the
department shall pay the expense properly attributable to such
utility relocation work in the same proportion as federal funds
are expended on the commuter rail service project or an
intercity passenger rail service project after deducting
therefrom any increase in the value of a new facility and any
salvage value derived from an old facility. In no event shall
the state be required to use state dollars for such utility
relocation work. This paragraph does not apply to any phase of
the Central Florida Commuter Rail project, known as SunRail.

(7)) If a utility is lawfully located within an existing and
valid utility easement granted by recorded plat, regardless of
whether such land was subsequently acquired by the authority by
dedication, transfer of fee, or otherwise, the authority must
bear the cost of the utility work required to eliminate an
unreasonable interference. The authority shall pay the entire
expense properly attributable to such work after deducting any
increase in the value of a new facility and any salvage value
derived from an old facility.

Section 5. Subsections (1), (2), and (5) of section
366.032, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

366.032 Preemption over utility service restrictions.—

(1) A municipality, county, special district, development

district, or other political subdivision of the state may not
enact or enforce a resolution, ordinance, rule, code, or policy
or take any action that restricts or prohibits or has the effect

of restricting or prohibiting the types or fuel sources of
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energy production which may be used, delivered, converted, or
supplied by the following entities to serve customers that such
entities are authorized to serve:

(a) A public utility or an electric utility as defined in
this chapter;

(b) An entity formed under s. 163.01 that generates, sells,
or transmits electrical energy;

(c) A natural gas utility as defined in s. 366.04(3) (c);

(d) A natural gas transmission company as defined in s.
368.103; or

(e) A Category I liquefied petroleum gas dealer or Category
IT liquefied petroleum gas dispenser or Category III liquefied
petroleum gas cylinder exchange operator as defined in s.
527.01.

(2) Except to the extent necessary to enforce the Florida
Building Code adopted pursuant to s. 553.73 or the Florida Fire
Prevention Code adopted pursuant to s. 633.202, a municipality,

county, special district, development district, or other

political subdivision of the state may not enact or enforce a
resolution, an ordinance, a rule, a code, or a policy or take
any action that restricts or prohibits or has the effect of
restricting or prohibiting the use of an appliance, including a
stove or grill, which uses the types or fuel sources of energy
production which may be used, delivered, converted, or supplied
by the entities listed in subsection (1). As used in this
subsection, the term “appliance” means a device or apparatus
manufactured and designed to use energy and for which the
Florida Building Code or the Florida Fire Prevention Code

provides specific requirements.

Page 12 of 39
1/29/2024 7:33:58 AM 580-02543-24




Florida Senate - 2024 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1624

| AT =+

330 (5) Any municipality, county, special district, development

331 district, or political subdivision charter, resolution,

332 ordinance, rule, code, policy, or action that is preempted by
333 |this act that existed before or on July 1, 2021, is void.

334 Section 6. Subsection (10) i1s added to section 366.04,
335 Florida Statutes, to read:

336 366.04 Jurisdiction of commission.—

337 (10) The commission shall approve a targeted storm reserve

338 amount to be effective January 1, 2025, for each public utility.

339 |The targeted storm reserve amount must be set at a level equal

340 to 80 percent of the approved incremental storm costs incurred

341 for the public utility’s highest cost storm impacting its

342 service area over the 5 calendar years before January 2025. The

343 |approved incremental storm costs that form the basis for the

344 targeted storm reserve amount must be based on the filings of

345 |the public utility with the commission and orders issued by the

346 commission.

347 (a)l. The initial targeted storm reserve amount established

348 |by the commission:

349 a. Is subject to adjustment on an annual basis for

350 successive rolling 5-year periods;

351 b. Must be funded by an increase in base rates effective

352 January 1, 2025; and

353 c. Must be designed to allow the utility to recover the

354 costs to fund the targeted reserve level over a 4-year period.
355 2. All base rate adjustments and accompanying tariffs must
356 |be:

357 a. Implemented by administrative approval of the commission

358 and employ the most recent authorized base rate structure for
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the public utility;

b. Filed by October 15 together with the current storm

reserve and supporting documentation and the highest cost storm

over the prior 5 years as reflected by commission order; and

c. Administratively approved by each November 15 to take

effect on January 1 of the following calendar year.

(b) Suspension of base rate increases and implementation of

base rate adjustments under this subsection based on use and

depletion of the storm reserve and the determination of the

annual storm reserve amount must be administratively determined

and approved by the commission consistent with calendar

deadlines under paragraph (a).

(c) The adjustments to base rates must be designed to fund

the public utility storm reserves; the cost recovery of such

base rates must be without regard to any impact on a public

utility’s previous, current, or projected earnings; and the

revenues from such base rates may not be considered in the

calculation of a public utility’s earnings in earnings

surveillance reports filed with the commission.

Section 7. Section 366.075, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

366.075 Experimental and transitional rates; experimental

mechanisms.—

(1) The commission is authorized to approve rates on an
experimental or transitional basis for any public utility to
encourage energy conservation or to encourage efficiency. The
application of such rates may be for limited geographic areas
and for a limited period.

(2) The commission is authorized to approve the geographic
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388 area used in testing experimental rates and shall specify in the
389 order setting those rates the area affected. The commission may
390 |extend the period designated for the test if it determines that
391 further testing is necessary to fully evaluate the effectiveness
392 of such experimental rates.

393 (3) The commission 1s authorized to establish an

394 experimental mechanism to facilitate enerqgy infrastructure

395 investment consistent with the structure set forth in s.

396 366.96(7) and (8), the intent of s. 366.91(1), and the

397 |definition of the term “renewable natural gas” in s.

398 366.91(2) (f). The commission shall have discretion to determine

399 |whether to use an annual proceeding to conduct such experimental

400 |mechanism. The commission shall adopt rules to implement and

401 administer this subsection and shall propose a rule for adoption

402 as soon as practicable after the effective date of this act, but

403 not later than October 31, 2024.

404 Section 8. Section 366.94, Florida Statutes, is amended to
405 |read:

406 366.94 Electric vehicle charging statiens.—

407 (1) The provision of electric vehicle charging to the

408 |public by a nonutility is not the retail sale of electricity for
409 |the purposes of this chapter. The rates, terms, and conditions
410 of electric vehicle charging services by a nonutility are not
411 subject to regulation under this chapter. This section does not
412 affect the ability of individuals, businesses, or governmental
413 entities to acquire, install, or use an electric vehicle charger
414 for their own vehicles.

415 (2) The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

416 shall adopt rules to provide definitions, methods of sale,
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labeling requirements, and price-posting requirements for
electric vehicle charging statiens to allow for consistency for
consumers and the industry.

(3) (&) It is unlawful for a person to stop, stand, or park
a vehicle that is not capable of using an electrical recharging
station within any parking space specifically designated for
charging an electric vehicle.

(b) If a law enforcement officer finds a motor wvehicle in
violation of this subsection, the officer or specialist shall
charge the operator or other person in charge of the vehicle in
violation with a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as
provided in s. 316.008(4) or s. 318.18.

(4) The commission may approve voluntary public utility

programs to become effective on or after January 1, 2025, for

residential, customer-specific electric vehicle charging if the

commission determines that the rates and rate structure of the

program will not adversely impact the public utility’s general

body of ratepayers. All revenues received from the program must

be credited to the public utility’s retail ratepayers. This

provision does not preclude cost recovery for electric vehicle

charging programs approved by the commission before January 1,
2024 .

Section 9. Section 366.99, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

366.99 Natural gas facilities relocation costs.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Authority” has the same meaning as in s.

337.401(1) (a) .

(b) “Facilities relocation” means the physical moving,
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446 |modification, or reconstruction of public utility facilities to

447 accommodate the requirements imposed by an authority.

448 (c) “Natural gas facilities” or “facilities” means gas

449 |mains, laterals, and service lines used to distribute natural

450 |gas to customers. The term includes all ancillary equipment

451 needed for safe operations, including, but not limited to,

452 regulating stations, meters, other measuring devices,

453 regulators, and pressure monitoring equipment.

454 (d) “Natural gas facilities relocation costs” means the

455 |costs to relocate or reconstruct facilities as required by a

456 mandate, a statute, a law, an ordinance, or an agreement between

457 the utility and an authority, including, but not limited to,

458 costs associated with reviewing plans provided by an authority.

459 The term does not include any costs recovered through the public

460 utility’s base rates.

461 (e) “Public utility” or “utility” has the same meaning as

462 in s. 366.02, except that the term does not include an electric

463 |utility.

464 (2) A utility may submit to the commission, pursuant to

465 commission rule, a petition describing the utility’s projected

466 |natural gas facilities relocation costs for the next calendar

467 year, actual natural gas facilities relocation costs for the

468 |prior calendar year, and proposed cost-recovery factors designed

469 |to recover such costs. A utility’s decision to proceed with

470 implementing a plan before filing such a petition does not

471 constitute imprudence.

472 (3) The commission shall conduct an annual proceeding to

473 determine each utility’s prudently incurred natural gas

474 facilities relocation costs and to allow each utility to recover
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such costs through a charge separate and apart from base rates,

to be referred to as the natural gas facilities relocation cost

recovery clause. The commission’s review in the proceeding is

limited to determining the prudence of the utility’s actual

incurred natural gas facilities relocation costs and the

reasonableness of the utility’s projected natural gas facilities

relocation costs for the following calendar year; and providing

for a true-up of the costs with the projections on which past

factors were set. The commission shall require that any refund

or collection made as a part of the true-up process includes

interest.

(4) All costs approved for recovery through the natural gas

facilities relocation cost recovery clause must be allocated to

customer classes pursuant to the rate design most recently

approved by the commission.

(5) If a capital expenditure is recoverable as a natural

gas facilities relocation cost, the public utility may recover

the annual depreciation on the cost, calculated at the public

utility’s current approved depreciation rates, and a return on

the undepreciated balance of the costs at the public utility’s

weighted average cost of capital using the last approved return

on equity.

(6) The commission shall adopt rules to implement and

administer this section and shall propose a rule for adoption as

soon as practicable after July 1, 2024.
Section 10. Section 377.601, Florida Statutes, 1s amended

to read:
377.601 Legislative intent.-—

(1) The purpose of the state’s energy policy is to ensure
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policy must be guided by the following goals:

(a) Ensuring a cost-effective and affordable energy supply.

(b) Ensuring adequate supply and capacity.

(c) Ensuring a secure, resilient, and reliable energy

supply, with an emphasis on a diverse supply of domestic energy

resources.

(d) Protecting public safety.

(e) Ensuring consumer choice.

(f) Protecting the state’s natural resources, including its

coastlines, tributaries, and waterways.

(g) Supporting economic growth.

(3)42> In furtherance of the goals in subsection (2), it is

the policy of the state efFlterida to:
(a) Peveleop—and Promote the cost-effective development and

effeetive use of a diverse supply of domestic energy resources

(b) Promote the cost-effective development and maintenance

of energy infrastructure that is resilient to natural and

manmade threats to the security and reliability of the state’s

energy supply Playateading—reole—dn—developing andinstituting

(c) Reduce reliance on foreign energy resources.

(d)4e}> Include energy considerations in all state,

regional, and local planning.

(e)+e Utilize and manage effectively energy resources used
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563 (f)4e)> Encourage local governments to include energy

562 |within state agencies.

564 |considerations in all planning and to support their work in
565 |promoting energy management programs.

566 (g)+5H>- Include the full participation of citizens in the
567 development and implementation of energy programs.

568 (h) <& Consider in its decisions the energy needs of each
569 economic sector, including residential, industrial, commercial,
570 agricultural, and governmental uses, and reduce those needs

571 |whenever possible.

572 (i)4)> Promote energy education and the public

573 |dissemination of information on energy and its impacts in

574 relation to the goals in subsection (2) envireonmental;—economies

575 ard—secial—Impact.
576 (7)) 4+ Encourage the research, development, demonstration,

577 and application of domestic energy resources, including the use

113

578 of altternative encrgy resourees;—partienltarlty renewable energy

579 resources.

580 (k)4 Consider, in its decisionmaking, the impacts of

581 |energy-related activities on the goals in subsection (2) seeialts

582 |ececoromie——and—environmental impacts—of ecnergy—related
583 |aetiswities, including the whole-life-cycle impacts of any

584 |potential energy use choices, so that detrimental effects of
585 |these activities are understood and minimized.

586 (1)4&)> Develop and maintain energy emergency preparedness
587 |plans to minimize the effects of an energy shortage within this
588 |state Fleoxrida.

589 Section 11. Subsection (2) of section 377.6015, Florida

590 Statutes, is amended to read:
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591 377.6015 Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services;

592 |powers and duties.—

593 (2) The department shall:

594 (a) Administer—the Florida Renewable EnergyandEnergy—
H95h | BEfiedent TFechnetogies Grants Program pursoant—teo—s—3++-3604—+te
596 asSure—a—robustgrantportfelie

597 4> Develop policy for requiring grantees to provide
598 royalty-sharing or licensing agreements with state government

599 for commercialized products developed under a state grant.

000 fe—Adhirrsh et he Thorida—GreenGoverarent Greanbs—het
601 111111111 + 4+ o Q77 QONQ A ot o 1 P P I o v o~ o
t/uJ_uuullL., Ly O e 1T 1T e U (Y wLw 5 [ wy AT T t/J_ [ S NV N E U E ST [E S N \.jJ_(_A.J.J. ey
602 (b) 4 Administer the information gathering and reporting
603 functions pursuant to ss. 377.601-377.608.
604 { AY AAdma e oty +14 Yotz oo nao £ + 1 hmli| ra AN T Ay A
\C’ I T O T T 10 OO 10 T tJJ_\JV_LQ_LUllQ L\ T [ R N U S S & § J._ALLC_L\j_Y (@B Aw §
605 Jal EE RN Dyt ~~t+ 1 P\ WAE T S T b T I + 4+ oo 277 QN1 7797 9N/
[ E Y § &7 B U ) L T O C T T TCTITUITT I T t/uJ_u)uullL., |y [y [ AW 1 1 A AW s 4
606 (c)+£r Advocate for energy and—elimate—<change issues

007 consistent with the goals in s. 377.601(2) and provide

608 |educational outreach and technical assistance in cooperation
609 |with the state’s academic institutions.

610 (d)+4er Be a party in the proceedings to adopt goals and
611 submit comments to the Public Service Commission pursuant to s.
612 [366.82.

613 (e)Ahr Adopt rules pursuant to chapter 120 in order to

614 implement all powers and duties described in this section.

615 Section 12. Subsection (1) and paragraphs (e), (f), and (m)
616 of subsection (2) of section 377.703, Florida Statutes, are

617 amended to read:

618 377.703 Additional functions of the Department of

619 |Agriculture and Consumer Services.—

Page 22 of 39
1/29/2024 7:33:58 AM 580-02543-24




Florida Senate - 2024 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1624

| AT =+

620 (1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—Recognizing that energy supply and
621 demand questions have become a major area of concern to the

622 state which must be dealt with by effective and well-coordinated
623 state action, it is the intent of the Legislature to promote the
624 efficient, effective, and economical management of energy

625 |problems, centralize energy coordination responsibilities,

626 |pinpoint responsibility for conducting energy programs, and

627 ensure the accountability of state agencies for the

628 |implementation of s. 377.601 s—3774661+42), the state energy

629 |policy. It is the specific intent of the Legislature that

630 |nothing in this act shall in any way change the powers, duties,
631 and responsibilities assigned by the Florida Electrical Power
632 Plant Siting Act, part II of chapter 403, or the powers, duties,
633 and responsibilities of the Florida Public Service Commission.
634 (2) DUTIES.—The department shall perform the following

635 functions, unless as otherwise provided, consistent with the

636 |development of a state energy policy:

637 (e) The department shall analyze energy data collected and
638 |prepare long-range forecasts of energy supply and demand in

639 coordination with the Florida Public Service Commission, which
640 is responsible for electricity and natural gas forecasts. To

641 this end, the forecasts shall contain:

642 1. An analysis of the relationship of state economic growth
643 and development to energy supply and demand, including the

644 constraints to economic growth resulting from energy supply

645 constraints.

rOoysz 113

646 2. Plans—fer+the development—of renewab
647
648 | portievtartyoil—and ratural—gas;—and An analysis of the extent
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to which domestic energy resources, including renewable energy

sources, are being utilized in this +he state.

3. Consideration of alternative scenarios of statewide
energy supply and demand for 5, 10, and 20 years to identify
strategies for long-range action, including identification of

potential impacts in relation to the goals in s. 377.601(2)

ma A nxza nmant+
T < Tt

~ - PN 1 £t o
\JllL\./, IT CITV I I OUTIITT T T T CTO T C LT LT T T TO .

anc~a 1 o

[ A= = @ g nyy ) AL
4. An assessment of the state’s energy resources, including

examination of the availability of commercially developable and

imported fuels, and an analysis of anticipated impacts in

relation to the goals in s. 377.601(2) effeets—eon the statels

environment—and—social—serviees resulting from energy resource

development activities or from energy supply constraints, or
both.

(f) The department shall submit an annual report to the
Governor and the Legislature reflecting its activities and
making recommendations for policies for improvement of the
state’s response to energy supply and demand and its effect on
the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of this state.
The report must include a report from the Florida Public Service
Commission on electricity and natural gas and information on
energy conservation programs conducted and underway in the past
year and include recommendations for energy efficiency and
conservation programs for the state, including:

1. Formulation of specific recommendations for improvement
in the efficiency of energy utilization in governmental,
residential, commercial, industrial, and transportation sectors.

2. Collection and dissemination of information relating to

energy efficiency and conservation.
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3. Development and conduct of educational and training
programs relating to energy efficiency and conservation.
4. An analysis of the ways in which state agencies are

seeking to implement s. 377.601 s=—3+7+661+42), the state energy

policy, and recommendations for better fulfilling this policy.

(m) In recognition of the devastation to the economy of
this state and the dangers to the health and welfare of
residents of this state caused by severe hurricanes, and the
potential for such impacts caused by other natural disasters,
the Division of Emergency Management shall include in its energy
emergency contingency plan and provide to the Florida Building
Commission for inclusion in the Florida Energy Efficiency Code
for Building Construction specific provisions to facilitate the
use of cost-effective sedtar energy technologies as emergency
remedial and preventive measures for providing electric power,
street lighting, and water heating service in the event of
electric power outages.

Section 13. Sections 377.801, 377.802, 377.803, 377.804,
377.808, 377.809, and 377.816, Florida Statutes, are repealed.

Section 14. (1) For programs established pursuant to s.
377.804, s. 377.808, s. 377.809, or s. 377.816, Florida

Statutes, there may not be:

(a) New or additional applications, certifications, or

allocations approved.

New letters of certification issued.

New contracts or agreements executed.

New awards made.

All certifications or allocations issued under such

programs are rescinded except for the certifications of, or
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allocations to, those certified applicants or projects that

continue to meet the applicable criteria in effect before July

1, 2024. Any existing contract or agreement authorized under any

of these programs shall continue in full force and effect in

accordance with the statutory requirements in effect when the

contract or agreement was executed or last modified. However,

further modifications, extensions, or waivers may not be made or

granted relating to such contracts or agreements, except

computations by the Department of Revenue of the income

generated by or arising out of the qualifying project.

Section 15. Subsection (7) of section 288.9606, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

288.9606 Issue of revenue bonds.—

(7) Notwithstanding any provision of this section, the
corporation in its corporate capacity may, without authorization
from a public agency under s. 163.01(7), issue revenue bonds or
other evidence of indebtedness under this section to:

(a) Finance the undertaking of any project within this +he

state that promotes renewable energy as defined in s. 366.91 ex
534748063,

(b) Finance the undertaking of any project within the state
that is a project contemplated or allowed under s. 406 of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009; e=x

(c) If permitted by federal law, finance qualifying
improvement projects within the state under s. 163.08; or-=

(d) Finance the costs of acquisition or construction of a
transportation facility by a private entity or consortium of
private entities under a public-private partnership agreement

authorized by s. 334.30.
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Section 16. Paragraph (w) of subsection (2) of section
380.0651, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

380.0651 Statewide guidelines, standards, and exemptions.-—

(2) STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS.—The following developments are
exempt from s. 380.06:

111111111 + + o RT7T7 QNQ a9~ S~z ;7 9+ I A~ Atz g~
tJLA.LLJLA(J.llla ja—y O e T e U LAtJ\Jll utJtJ_L\JVLALL LJ_Y L CTO O T T \j\JVC.LllLll\j
If a use is exempt from review pursuant to paragraphs (a)-(u),

but will be part of a larger project that is subject to review
pursuant to s. 380.06(12), the impact of the exempt use must be
included in the review of the larger project, unless such exempt
use involves a development that includes a landowner, tenant, or
user that has entered into a funding agreement with the state
land planning agency under the Innovation Incentive Program and
the agreement contemplates a state award of at least $50
million.

Section 17. Subsection (2) of section 403.9405, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

403.9405 Applicability; certification; exemption; notice of
intent.—

(2) No—eonstruvetion—-of A natural gas transmission pipeline

may not be constructed be—undertaken after Oetober 3139925

without first obtaining certification under ss. 403.9401-
403.9425, but these sections do not apply to:

(a) Natural gas transmission pipelines which are less than
100 +5 miles in length or which do not cross a county line,

unless the applicant has elected to apply for certification
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under ss. 403.9401-403.9425.

(b) Natural gas transmission pipelines for which a
certificate of public convenience and necessity has been issued
under s. 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act, 15 U.S.C. s. 717f, or a
natural gas transmission pipeline certified as an associated
facility to an electrical power plant pursuant to the Florida
Electrical Power Plant Siting Act, ss. 403.501-403.518, unless
the applicant elects to apply for certification of that pipeline
under ss. 403.9401-403.9425.

(c) Natural gas transmission pipelines that are owned or
operated by a municipality or any agency thereof, by any person
primarily for the local distribution of natural gas, or by a
special district created by special act to distribute natural
gas, unless the applicant elects to apply for certification of
that pipeline under ss. 403.9401-403.9425.

Section 18. Section 409.508, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

409.508 Low-income home energy assistance program.—

As used in this section, the term:

(1)
(a) “Department” means the Department of Commerce.
(b)

“Eligible household” means a household eligible for

funds from the program Lew—inceome—Home FErergy—Assistance—RAet—of

1091 42 11 © ~ oo Q21 + ooy
T OO LTy T \Carmwary oo . oz STt Stqg.

(c) 4> “Home energy” means a source of heating or cooling
in residential dwellings.

(d) “Program” means the federal low-income home energy

assistance program established pursuant to 42 U.S.C. ss. 8621 et

seq.

(e)4ey “Utility” means any person, corporation,
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partnership, municipality, cooperative, association, or other
legal entity and its lessees, trustees, or receivers now or
hereafter owning, operating, managing, or controlling any plant
or other facility supplying electricity or natural gas to or for
the public within this state, directly or indirectly, for

compensation.

(2) The department ef FEeconomie Opportunity is designated as

the state agency to administer the program hLew—income—Home

EFrnorersy + N~ ot £ 1001 42 11 < ™
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department may ef Eeconomic Opportunity isauvtherized—+te provide

home energy assistance benefits to eligible households which may
be in the form of cash, vouchers, certificates, or direct
payments to electric or natural gas utilities or other energy
suppliers and operators of low-rent, subsidized housing in
behalf of eligible households. Priority must shatd be given to
eligible households having at least one elderly or handicapped
individual and to eligible households with the lowest incomes.

(3) (a) The department shall expand categorical eligibility

for the program to include households with residents of this

state who are enrolled in any of the following federal

disability programs:

1. Social Security Disability Insurance program.

2. Social Security Insurance program.

3. United States Department of Veterans Affairs disability

benefits.

4. Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program.

5. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.

(b) The department shall develop a comprehensive process

for automatic program payments on behalf of such individuals to
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be made directly to the household’s home energy supplier. The

process must include all of the following:

1. Detailed requirements for any necessary statutory or

regulatory change, application process change, or other

requirement necessary to allow the department to identify

individuals who qualify under this subsection for automatic

program payments without requiring the individual to submit

additional program applications.

2. A data sharing process detailing the steps the

department will take to identify and share a list of

categorically eligible residents with home energy suppliers. A

home energy supplier that agrees to receive direct program

payments must apply the benefits as prescribed to the resident

accounts identified by the department and document such payments

in its annual program performance measures report.

(4) Agreements may be established between electric or
natural gas utility companies, other energy suppliers, the

department, and the Department of Revenue to provide—and—the

7 PRI NN £ r~v~tza Ao~
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payments to energy suppliers in the form of a credit against
sales and use taxes due or direct payments to energy suppliers

for services rendered to low-income, eligible households.

(5)+4)> The department efFeconeomieOpportunity shall adopt

rules to carry out £he—provisiens—ef this section aek.
Section 19. Subsection (3) of section 720.3075, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:
720.3075 Prohibited clauses in association documents.—
(3) Homeowners’ association documents, including

declarations of covenants, articles of incorporation, or bylaws,

Page 30 of 39
1/29/2024 7:33:58 AM 580-02543-24




852
853
854
855
856
857
858
859
860
861
862
863
864
865
866
867
868
869
870
871
872
873
874
875
876
877
878
879
880

Florida Senate - 2024 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1624

| AT =+

(a) The display of up to two portable, removable flags as

may not preclude:

described in s. 720.304(2) (a) by property owners. However, all
flags must be displayed in a respectful manner consistent with
the requirements for the United States flag under 36 U.S.C.
chapter 10.

(b) Types or fuel sources of energy production which may be

used, delivered, converted, or supplied by the following

entities to serve customers within the association that such

entities are authorized to serve:

1. A public utility or an electric utility as defined in

this chapter;

2. An entity formed under s. 163.01 that generates, sells,

or transmits electrical energy;

3. A natural gas utility as defined in s. 366.04(3) (c);

4. A natural gas transmission company as defined in s.
368.103; or

5. A category I liquefied petroleum gas dealer, a category

IT liquefied petroleum gas dispenser, or a category IIT

liquefied petroleum gas cylinder exchange operator as defined in
s. 527.01.

(c) The use of an appliance, including a stove or grill,

which uses the types or fuel sources of energy production which

may be used, delivered, converted, or supplied by the entities

listed in paragraph (b). As used in this paragraph, the term

“appliance” means a device or apparatus manufactured and

designed to use energy and for which the Florida Building Code

or the Florida Fire Prevention Code provides specific

requirements.
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881 Section 20. (1) The Public Service Commission shall conduct

882 an assessment of the security and resiliency of the state’s

883 |electric grid and natural gas facilities against both physical

884 threats and cyber threats. The commission shall consult with the

885 |Florida Digital Service in assessing cyber threats. All electric

886 |utilities, natural gas utilities, and natural gas pipelines

887 operating in this state, regardless of ownership structure,

888 shall cooperate with the commission to provide access to all

889 information necessary to conduct the assessment.

890 (2) By January 1, 2025, the commission shall submit a

891 report of its assessment to the Governor, the President of the

892 Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The

893 report must also contain any recommendations for potential

894 legislative or administrative actions that may enhance the

895 |physical security or cyber security of the state’s electric grid

896 or natural gas facilities.

897 Section 21. (1) Recognizing the evolution and advances that

898 |have occurred and continue to occur in nuclear power

899 technologies, the Public Service Commission shall study and

900 |evaluate the technical and economic feasibility of using

901 advanced nuclear power technologies, including small modular

902 reactors, to meet the electrical power needs of the state, and

903 research means to encourage and foster the installation and use

904 of such technologies at military installations in this state.

905 (2) By January 1, 2025, the commission shall prepare and

906 submit a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

907 and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, containing its

908 findings and any recommendations for potential legislative or

909 administrative actions that may enhance the use of advanced
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nuclear technologies in a manner consistent with the energy

policy goals in s. 377.601(2), Florida Statutes.

Section 22. (1) Recognizing the continued development of

technologies that support the use of hydrogen as a

transportation fuel and the potential for such use to help meet

the state’s energy policy goals in s. 377.601(2), Florida

Statutes, the Department of Transportation, in consultation with

the Office of Energy within the Department of Agriculture and

Consumer Services, shall study and evaluate the potential

development of hydrogen fueling infrastructure, including

fueling stations, to support hydrogen-powered vehicles that use

the state highway system.

(2) By January 1, 2025, the department shall prepare and

submit a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, containing its

findings and any recommendations for potential legislative or

administrative actions that may accommodate the future

development of hydrogen fueling infrastructure in a manner

consistent with the energy policy goals in s. 377.601(2),
Florida Statutes.

Section 23. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
220.193, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

220.193 Florida renewable energy production credit.—

(2) As used in this section, the term:

(d) “Florida renewable energy facility” means a facility in

the state that produces electricity for sale from renewable

do
D

energy—as—defined—an——s-—37+803.

Section 24. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
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================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause

and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to energy resources; creating s.
163.3210, F.S.; providing legislative intent; defining
terms; allowing resiliency facilities in certain land
use categories in local government comprehensive plans
and specified districts if certain criteria are met;
authorizing local governments to adopt ordinances for
resiliency facilities if certain requirements are met;
prohibiting amendments to a local government’s
comprehensive plan, land use map, zoning districts, or
land development regulations in a manner that would
conflict with resiliency facility classification after
a specified date; amending s. 286.29, F.S.; revising
energy guidelines for public businesses; deleting the
requirement that the Department of Management Services
develop and maintain the Florida Climate-Friendly
Preferred Products List; deleting the requirement that
state agencies contract for meeting and conference
space only with facilities that have a Green Lodging
designation; deleting the requirement that state
agencies, state universities, community colleges, and
local governments that procure new vehicles under a
state purchasing plan select certain vehicles under a
specified circumstance; requiring the Department of

Management Services to develop a Florida Humane
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968 Preferred Energy Products List in consultation with
969 the Department of Commerce and the Department of

970 Agriculture and Consumer Services; providing for

971 assessment considerations in developing the list;

972 defining the term “forced labor”; requiring state

973 agencies and political subdivisions that procure

974 energy products from state term contracts to consult
975 the list and purchase or procure such products;

976 prohibiting state agencies and political subdivisions
977 from purchasing or procuring products not included in
978 the list; amending s. 337.25, F.S.; prohibiting the
979 Department of Transportation from assigning or

980 transferring its permitting rights across

981 transportation rights-of-way operated by the

982 department to certain third parties under certain

983 circumstances; amending s. 337.403, F.S.; prohibiting
984 authorities from requiring the relocation of utilities
985 on behalf of certain other third-party or governmental
986 agency projects; amending s. 366.032, F.S.; including
987 development districts as a type of political

988 subdivision for purposes of preemption over utility
989 service restrictions; amending s. 366.04, F.S.;

990 requiring the Public Service Commission to approve

991 targeted storm reserve amounts for public utilities;
992 providing requirements for the targeted storm reserve
993 amounts; providing for base rate adjustments; amending
994 s. 366.075, F.S.; authorizing the commission to

995 establish an experimental mechanism to facilitate

996 energy infrastructure investment for renewable natural
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997 gas; providing requirements for the experimental
998 mechanism; requiring the commission to adopt rules;
999 providing a timeframe for such rulemaking; amending s.
1000 366.94, F.S.; deleting terminology; conforming
1001 provisions to changes made by the act; authorizing the
1002 commission upon a specified date to approve voluntary
1003 public utility programs for electric vehicle charging
1004 if certain requirements are met; requiring that all
1005 revenues received from such program be credited to the
1006 public utility’s general body of ratepayers; providing
1007 applicability; creating s. 366.99, F.S.; defining
1008 terms; authorizing public utilities to submit to the
1009 commission a petition for a proposed cost recovery for
1010 certain natural gas facilities relocation costs;
1011 requiring the commission to conduct annual proceedings
1012 to determine each utility’s prudently incurred natural
1013 gas facilities relocation costs and to allow for the
1014 recovery of such costs; providing requirements for the
1015 commission’s review; providing requirements for the
1016 allocation of such recovered costs; requiring the
1017 commission to adopt rules; providing a timeframe for
1018 such rulemaking; amending s. 377.601, F.S.; revising
1019 legislative intent; amending s. 377.6015, F.S.;
1020 revising the powers and duties of the department;
1021 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
1022 amending s. 377.703, F.S.; revising additional
1023 functions of the department relating to energy
1024 resources; conforming provisions to changes made by
1025 the act; repealing ss. 377.801, 377.802, 377.803,
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1026 377.804, 377.808, 377.809, and 377.816, F.S., relating
1027 to the Florida Energy and Climate Protection Act, the
1028 purpose of the act, and definitions under the act, the
1029 Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies
1030 Grants Program, the Florida Green Government Grants
1031 Act, the Energy Economic Zone Pilot Program, and the
1032 qualified energy conservation bond allocation;
1033 prohibiting the approval of new or additional
1034 applications, certifications, or allocations under
1035 such programs; prohibiting new contracts, agreements,
1036 and awards under such programs; rescinding all
1037 certifications or allocations issued under such
1038 programs; providing an exception; providing
1039 application relating to existing contracts or
1040 agreements under such programs; amending ss. 288.9606
1041 and 380.0651, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
1042 made by the act; amending s. 403.9405, F.S.; revising
1043 the applicability of the Natural Gas Transmission
1044 Pipeline Siting Act; amending s. 409.508, F.S.;
1045 defining and redefining terms; requiring the
1046 Department of Commerce to expand categorical
1047 eligibility for the low-income home energy assistance
1048 program to include individuals who are enrolled in
1049 certain federal disability programs; requiring the
1050 department to develop a comprehensive process for
1051 automatic payments to be made on behalf of such
1052 individuals; providing requirements for such process;
1053 making technical changes; amending s. 720.3075, F.S.;
1054 prohibiting certain homeowners’ association documents
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1055 from precluding certain types or fuel sources of
1056 energy production and the use of certain appliances;
1057 defining the term “appliance”; requiring the
1058 commission to conduct an assessment of the security
1059 and resiliency of the state’s electric grid and
1060 natural gas facilities against physical threats and
1061 cyber threats; requiring the commission to consult
1062 with the Florida Digital Service; requiring
1063 cooperation from all operating facilities in the state
1064 relating to such assessment; requiring the commission
1065 to submit by a specified date a report of such
1066 assessment to the Governor and the Legislature;
1067 providing additional content requirements for such
1068 report; requiring the commission to study and evaluate
1069 the technical and economic feasibility of using
1070 advanced nuclear power technologies to meet the
1071 electrical power needs of the state; requiring the
1072 commission to submit by a specified date a report to
1073 the Governor and the Legislature which contains its
1074 findings and any additional recommendations for
1075 potential legislative or administrative actions;
1076 requiring the Department of Transportation, in
1077 consultation with the Office of Energy within the
1078 Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, to
1079 study and evaluate the potential development of
1080 hydrogen fueling infrastructure to support hydrogen-
1081 powered vehicles; requiring the department to submit,
1082 by a specified date, a report to the Governor and the
1083 Legislature that contains its findings and
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1084 recommendations for specified actions that may
1085 accommodate the future development of hydrogen fueling
1086 infrastructure; amending s. 220.193, F.S.; conforming
1087 a cross-reference; providing an effective date.
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