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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/17/2025

The Committee on Commerce and Tourism (Jones) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Before line 27
insert:

Section 1. Paragraphs (c), (f), and (g) of subsection (1)
of section 295.07, Florida Statutes, are amended, and paragraph
(h) is added to that subsection, to read:

295.07 Preference in appointment and retention.—

(1) The state and its political subdivisions shall give

preference in appointment and retention in positions of
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(c) A wartime veteran as defined in s. 1.01(14), who has

employment to:

served at least 1 day during a wartime period, and his or her

spouse. Active duty for training may not be allowed for
eligibility under this paragraph.

(f) A veteran as defined in s. 1.01(14) and his or her

spouse. Active duty for training may not be allowed for
eligibility under this paragraph.
(g) A current member of any reserve component of the United

States Armed Forces or the Florida National Guard and his or her

spouse.

(h) The spouse of an active duty servicemember serving in

the United States Armed Forces. Active duty training may not be

allowed for eligibility under this paragraph.

Section 2. Section 295.188, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

295.188 Preference in hiring veterans and their spouses for

private employers.—

(1) The Legislature intends to establish a permissive
preference in private employment for certain veterans and their
spouses.

(2) A private employer may adopt an employment policy that
gives preference in hiring to an honorably discharged veteran,
as defined in s. 1.01(14); the spouse of a veteran with a
service-connected disability, as described in s. 295.07(1) (b);
the unremarried widow or widower of a veteran who died of a
service-connected disability, as described in s. 295.07(1) (d);
¥ the unremarried widow or widower of a member of the United

States Armed Forces who died in the line of duty under combat-
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related conditions; a current member of any reserve component of

the United States Armed Forces or the Florida National Guard or

his or her spouse; or the spouse of an active duty servicemember

serving in the United States Armed Forces. Active duty training

may not be allowed for eligibility under this subsection. Such

policy shall be applied uniformly to employment decisions

regarding hiring and promotion.

(3)

These preferences are not considered violations of any

state or local equal employment opportunity law.

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 2 - 7

and insert:

An act relating to preferences for veterans and

military spouses; amending s. 295.07, F.S.; requiring

the state and its political subdivisions to give

preference in appointment and retention in positions

of employment to the spouses of wartime veterans,

veterans, members of any reserve component of the

United States Armed Forces or the Florida National

Guard, and certain active duty servicemembers;

amending s. 295.188, F.S.; authorizing private

employers to adopt employment policies that give

preference in hiring to current members of any reserve

component of the United States Armed Forces or the

Florida National Guard and their spouses and the

spouses of active duty servicemembers serving in the

United States Armed Forces; prohibiting members on
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active duty training from being eligible for such
preference; amending s. 295.187, F.S.; defining the
term “veteran-owned or military spouse-owned
business”; providing for contracting preferences for
such businesses; creating s. 295.189, F.S.; providing

a short title; providing
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