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CS/CS/HB 1221 2025

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to local option taxes; amending s.

3 125.0104, F.S.; removing definitions; revising the

4 purposes for which certain tax revenues may be used;

5 removing requirements for a tourist development

6 council revising procedures for levying a certain tax;
7 requiring tax revenues be used for completing certain
8 projects; prohibiting certain contracts from being

9 renewed or extended; authorizing certain bonds to be
10 refinanced under certain conditions; authorizing

11 certain revenues to be used for any public purpose;

12 requiring a reduction in ad valorem tax beginning in a
13 specified year in a certain manner; providing

14 construction; removing requirements for automatic

15 expiration of bonds; removing requirement for county
16 tourism promotion agencies; providing applicability;
17 requiring certain tourist development councils to be
18 dissolved by a date certain; requiring certain county
19 tourism promotion agencies to meet certain
20 requirements in order to continue; amending s.
21 212.0306, F.S.; providing for the expiration of
22 specified ordinances; authorizing the adoption of new
23 ordinances; amending s. 212.055, F.S.; authorizing
24 certain boards that levy a specified tax to reduce or
25 repeal such tax beginning on a date certain; providing
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26 procedures for such reduction or repeal; amending ss.
27 72.011, 72.031, and 212.181, F.S.; conforming cross-
28 references; providing an effective date.

29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
32 Section 1. Subsections (8), (10), and (11) of section

33 125.0104, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (7),

34 (8), and (9), respectively, and subsection (2), paragraphs (d),
35 (1), (m), and (n) of subsection (3), and subsections (4), (5),

36 (7), and (9) of that section are amended, to read:

37 125.0104 Tourist development tax; procedure for levying;

38 authorized uses; referendum; enforcement.—

39 (2) APPLICATION+—DEFNITTIONS . —
40 far—Apptieation—The provisions contained in chapter 212

41 apply to the administration of any tax levied pursuant to this

42 section.
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53 that—Jtoecation—for atJleast—+the 10 —yearspreceding—that—dat
54 (3) TAXABLE PRIVILEGES; EXEMPTIONS; LEVY; RATE.—
55 (d) In addition to any l-percent or 2-percent tax imposed

56 under paragraph (c), the governing board of the county may levy,
57| impose, and set an additional 1 percent of each dollar above the
58 tax rate set under paragraph (c) for the purposes set forth in

59 subsection (5) by referendum of the registered electors within

60 the county or subcounty special district pursuant to subsection
6l (6). A county may not levy, impose, and set the tax authorized

62 under this paragraph unless the county has imposed the l-percent
63| or 2-percent tax authorized under paragraph (c) for a minimum of
64 3 years before the effective date of the levy and imposition of
65
66
67
68

69| pursvent—te—su ton—+6)~ If the l-percent or 2-percent tax
70 authorized in paragraph (c) is levied within a subcounty special
71 taxing district, the additional tax authorized in this paragraph

72 shall only be levied therein. The provisions of subsection (4)

73| poaragraphs—H4){er—+4- shall aet apply to the adoption of the

74 additional tax authorized in this paragraph. Fhe—effeetive—date
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126| erdinance—A —<certified—ecopyvof such ordinance shall be Ffurnished
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128| apprevatl—ef—suchordinance~
129 (m)l. In addition to any other tax which is imposed

130| pursuant to this section, a high tourism impact county may
131| impose an additional l-percent tax on the exercise of the
132| privilege described in paragraph (a) by ordinance approved by

133 referendum pursuant to subsection (6). Fhe—tax—revenuves—reeceived

134 Pitraliant + +haa oo~ a7 T 1A £ n r e~ £ + 1
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136 2. A county is considered to be a high tourism impact

137 county after the Department of Revenue has certified to such

138 county that the sales subject to the tax levied pursuant to this
139| section exceeded $600 million during the previous calendar year,
140 or were at least 18 percent of the county's total taxable sales
141| under chapter 212 where the sales subject to the tax levied

142 pursuant to this section were a minimum of $200 million, except
143 that no county authorized to levy a convention development tax
144| pursuant to s. 212.0305 shall be considered a high tourism

145 impact county. Once a county qualifies as a high tourism impact
146 county, it shall retain this designation for the period the tax
147 is levied pursuant to this paragraph.

148 3. The provisions of subsection (4) paragraphs—H4{tar—-
149| shall met apply to the adoption of the additional tax authorized

150 in this paragraph. FThe—effeetive date—of +the tevy andimposition
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201| by —+the—<county+to—the Departmentof Revenge within 10 days—after
202 approval—eof—the—eordinane
203 (4) ORDINANCE LEVY TAX; PROCEDURE.-—

204 (a) The tourist development tax shall be levied and

205| imposed pursuant to an ordinance eerntairning—the—ecounty—tourist
206 '

207 egoveraing boardef the ecounty. The ordinance levying and

208 imposing the tourist development tax shall not be effective

209| unless the electors of the county or the electors in the

210 subcounty special district in which the tax is to be levied

211 approve the ordinance authorizing the levy and imposition of the
212 tax, in accordance with subsection (6). The effective date of
213 the levy and imposition of the tax is the first day of the

214 second month following approval of the ordinance by —referendum

215 »r + 1] £ vt Ao« £ sz ol At At a1 A 2
Ot —rT ot COay O ottty oSuostoutChit ot —SpetTrr ettt

216| erdimanee. A certified copy of the ordinance shall be furnished
217| by the county to the Department of Revenue within 10 days after
218 approval of such ordinance. The governing authority of any

219 county levying such tax shall notify the department, within 10
220 days after approval of the ordinance by referendum, of the time
221| period during which the tax will be levied.

222 (b) At least 60 days before the enactment or renewal of

223 the ordinance levying the tax, the governing board of the county

224 shall adopt a resolution establishing ond appointing—the members

225 £ + 1 otz tFaaaag o A Azl A A N o ] S v~ o e o
Tt Cc—CouTrtty coorTsS ot OtV CTropmtCc—CountTT7 TS P oSt

[OF
p
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revenues for the repayment of current or future bonded

indebtedness.

(b)1. Beginning with local fiscal year 2026-2027, each

county shall reduce its ad valorem tax levy by the amount of

revenue received by the county from the taxes imposed under this

section in the prior state fiscal year, less the amount

necessary to make payments pursuant to subparagraph (a)l., the

"adjusted collections". Such reduction shall be through a credit

against the county tax due on each affected tax notice issued

pursuant to s. 197.322, in an amount equal to the adjusted

collections:

a. Multiplied by the proportionate share of the county tax

amount levied on each bill compared to the sum of all county tax

amounts levied on all bills; or

b. As allocated pursuant to an ordinance adopted by the

board of county commissioners that specifies a different method

of applying credits to tax bills based on specific categories of

properties.

2. For purposes of determining the rolled-back rate

pursuant to s. 200.065 for county budgets enacted for local

fiscal year 2027-2028 and thereafter, the amount of reduction in

ad valorem revenue achieved through credits under this paragraph

shall not reduce the ad valorem tax revenue levied in the prior

local fiscal year. fer—the—folleowing purposes—ontys

T
T

| Nnat pyraa
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Section 2. (1) The changes made by this act to s.
125.0104, Florida Statutes, apply to all taxes levied under that

587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600

section on or before June 30, 2025, as that section existed

before July 1, 2025, and to all taxes thereafter levied pursuant
to s. 125.0104, Florida Statutes, as amended by this act.
(2) Any tourist development council created pursuant to s.

125.0104 (4) (e), Florida Statutes, as it existed before July 1,

2025, shall be dissolved no later than December 31, 2025.
(3) Any county tourism promotion agency created pursuant
to s. 125.0104(9), Florida Statutes, may continue as an agency

of the county after December 31, 2025, only if affirmatively

approved by resolution of the board of county commissioners on

2025,

or before December 31, and only for the express purposes

set forth in such resolution.

Section 3. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
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601 212.0306, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

602 212.0306 Local option food and beverage tax; procedure for
603 levying; authorized uses; administration.—

604 (2)

605 (d) Sales in cities or towns presently imposing a

606| municipal resort tax as authorized by chapter 67-930, Laws of
607| Florida, are exempt from the taxes authorized by subsection (1);
608 however, the tax authorized by paragraph (1) (b) may be levied in
609 such city or town if the governing authority of the city or town
610 adopts an ordinance that is subsequently approved by a majority
611 of the electors in such city or town voting in a referendum held
612 at a general election as defined in s. 97.021. Any tax levied in
613 a city or town pursuant to this paragraph takes effect on the
614 first day of January following the general election in which the

615| ordinance was approved. An ordinance that levies and imposes a

616 tax pursuant to this paragraph expires 8 years after the

617| effective date of the ordinance that is approved in a

618 referendum. However, an ordinance may be reenacted for

619 subsequent 8-year periods if each 8-year period is approved in a

620 referendum fe—reeract—anexpiring tax avthorizedunder +this

621 | poragraphmgst—be held at a general election occurring within
622 the 48-month period immediately preceding the effective date of
623 the reenacted taxs and the referendum appears may—appear on the
624| Dballot only once within the 48-month period.

625 Section 4. Subsection (12) is added to section 212.055,
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626 Florida Statutes, to read:

627 212.055 Discretionary sales surtaxes; legislative intent;
628| authorization and use of proceeds.—It is the legislative intent
629| that any authorization for imposition of a discretionary sales
630 surtax shall be published in the Florida Statutes as a

631 subsection of this section, irrespective of the duration of the
632 levy. Each enactment shall specify the types of counties

633 authorized to levy; the rate or rates which may be imposed; the
634| maximum length of time the surtax may be imposed, if any; the
635| procedure which must be followed to secure voter approval, if
636 required; the purpose for which the proceeds may be expended;
637 and such other requirements as the Legislature may provide.

638 Taxable transactions and administrative procedures shall be as
639| provided in s. 212.054.

640 (12) REDUCTION OR REPEAL OF SURTAX.-Beginning on October 1

641 of the fourth year a surtax is levied under this section, the

642 governing board or school board that levies such surtax may, by

643 ordinance or resolution that is approved by a two-thirds wvote of

644 the governing board or school board, reduce the surtax to any

645| rate allowable under this chapter, or may repeal the surtax in

646| 1ts entirety. Any reduction or repeal shall take effect on the

647 January 1 following approval of the ordinance or resolution

648 reducing the rate of or repealing a surtax under this

649| subsection, unless January 1 of a later year is specified in the

650 ordinance or resolution.
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651 Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

652 72.011, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

653 72.011 Jurisdiction of circuit courts in specific tax

654| matters; administrative hearings and appeals; time for

655| commencing action; parties; deposits.—

656 (2)

657 (b) The date on which an assessment or a denial of refund
658| becomes final and procedures by which a taxpayer must be

659| notified of the assessment or of the denial of refund must be
660| established:

661 1. By rule adopted by the Department of Revenue;

662 2. With respect to assessments or refund denials under

663 chapter 207, by rule adopted by the Department of Highway Safety
664 and Motor Vehicles;

665 3. With respect to assessments or refund denials under

666 chapters 210, 550, 561, 562, 563, 564, and 565, by rule adopted
667| by the Department of Business and Professional Regulation; or
668 4. With respect to taxes that a county collects or

669| enforces under s. 125.0104(8)

2

gn

0+0410) or s.

1
T

[0)]

670 212.0305(5), by an ordinance that may additionally provide for
671 informal dispute resolution procedures in accordance with s.
672 213.21.

673 Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 72.031, Florida

674 Statutes, is amended to read:

675 72.031 Actions under s. 72.011(1); parties; service of
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676| process.—

677 (1) In any action brought in circuit court pursuant to s.
678 72.011(1), the person initiating the action shall be the

679| plaintiff and the Department of Revenue shall be the defendant,
680| except that for actions contesting an assessment or denial of
681 refund under chapter 207 the Department of Highway Safety and
682 Motor Vehicles shall be the defendant, for actions contesting an
683 assessment or denial of refund under chapters 210, 550, 561,
684 562, 563, 564, and 565 the Department of Business and

685 Professional Regulation shall be the defendant, and for actions
686| contesting an assessment or denial of refund of a tax imposed
687 under s. 125.0104 or s. 212.0305 by a county that has elected
688 under s. 125.0104 (8) 16> or s. 212.0305(5),

205 N1N04¢(
O UL U T\

1
T

[0)]

689 respectively, to administer the tax, the defendant shall be the
690 county and the Department of Revenue. It shall not be necessary
691 for the Governor and Cabinet, constituting the Department of
692 Revenue, to be named as party defendants or named separately as
693 individual parties; nor shall it be necessary for the executive
694| director of the department to be named as an individual party.
695 Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

696| 212.181, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

697 212.181 Determination of business address situs,

698 distributions, and adjustments.—

699 (2)

700 (b) A county that imposes a tourist development tax in a
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701 subcounty special district pursuant to s. 125.0104(3) (b) must
702 identify the subcounty special district addresses to which the
703 tourist development tax applies as part of the address
704 information submission required under paragraph (a). This
705| paragraph does not apply to counties that self-administer the
706 tax pursuant to s. 125.0104 (8) s+—32-06+0416).
707 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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