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By the Committees on Finance and Tax; and Transportation; and
Senator Collins
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles; amending s. 207.001, F.S.;
revising a short title; reordering and amending s.
207.002, F.S.; defining terms and revising
definitions; amending s. 207.003, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
207.004, F.S.; requiring licensure in lieu of
registration of motor carriers operating certain
qualified motor vehicles; requiring motor carriers to
obtain fuel use decals in lieu of identifying devices;
requiring that qualified motor vehicles carry a copy
of the license or make the license available
electronically; requiring that fuel tax decals be
conspicuously displayed on qualified motor wvehicles
while the vehicles are operated on public highways;
requiring the department or its authorized agent to
issue licenses and fuel tax decals; requiring that
fuel tax decal renewal orders be submitted
electronically through an online system beginning on a
certain date; providing an exception; revising
required contents of temporary fuel-use permits;
deleting provisions for driveaway permits; amending s.
207.005, F.S.; revising due dates for motor fuel use
tax returns submitted by licensed motor carriers;
requiring that tax returns be submitted electronically
through an online system beginning on a certain date;
providing an exception; amending s. 207.007, F.S.;

revising the method of calculating interest due for
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certain delinquent taxes; prohibiting a person from
knowingly making, or assisting any other person in
making, a false statement in connection with an audit;
prohibiting a person from counterfeiting, altering,
manufacturing, or selling fuel tax licenses, fuel tax
decals, or temporary fuel-use permits except under
certain circumstances; providing penalties; amending
s. 207.008, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 207.011, F.S.;
authorizing the department to inspect the records of
motor carriers, motor fuel retail dealers, and
wholesale distributors which are necessary to verify
tax returns; amending ss. 207.013 and 207.014, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 207.019, F.S.; requiring motor carriers to
destroy fuel tax decals and notify the department upon
the discontinuance, sale, or transfer of the business;
amending ss. 207.023, 207.0281, and 212.08, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 316.065, F.S.; revising the apparent
amount of property damage that requires the driver of
a vehicle involved in a crash to notify law
enforcement of the crash; amending s. 318.15, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 319.23, F.S.; including certain nonprofit
organizations in the list of entities authorized to
perform a certain physical examination of a motor
vehicle for the purpose of an owner applying for a

certificate of title; amending s. 320.02, F.S.;
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requiring vehicle registration applicants to provide a
Florida address; providing an exception; requiring an
applicant to provide satisfactory proof of address and
certain documentation; defining the term “REAL ID
driver’s license or identification card”; amending s.
320.084, F.S.; providing for disabled veteran motor
vehicle license plates in lieu of “DV” motor vehicle
license plates; revising construction; amending s.
320.605, F.S.; revising legislative intent; amending
s. 320.63, F.S.; revising information that an
applicant or licensee must annually report to the
department; defining the term “economically
disadvantaged area”; amending s. 320.95, F.S.;
revising the purpose for which the department may use
e-mail; amending s. 322.01, F.S.; revising the
definition of the term “tank vehicle”; amending s.
322.08, F.S.; revising the purpose for which the
department may use e-mail; amending ss. 322.18,
322.21, and 322.251, F.S.; authorizing the department
to provide certain orders and notices by e-mail
notification; amending s. 322.2616, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
322.292, F.S.; revising criteria the department must
apply in considering an application for approval of a
DUI program; amending ss. 322.64, 324.091, and
324.171, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; amending s. 328.30, F.S.; revising the
purpose for which the department may use e-mail;

amending s. 627.7415, F.S.; conforming a provision to
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changes made by the act; amending ss. 316.545 and
319.35, F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing

an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 207.001, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.001 Short title.—This chapter shall be known as the
“Florida Biesel—Fuwel—and Motor Fuel Use Tax Act f398%4,” and

the taxes levied under this chapter shall be in addition to all
other taxes imposed by law.

Section 2. Section 207.002, Florida Statutes, is reordered
and amended to read:

207.002 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(11)43)> ™“Qualified Cemmereiat motor vehicle” means any

vehicle not owned or operated by a governmental entity which

uses diesel—Ffuvel—or motor fuel on the public highways; and which

has two axles and a gross vehicle weight or registered gross

vehicle weight in excess of 26,000 pounds, or has three or more

axles regardless of weight, or is used in combination when the
weight of such combination exceeds 26,000 pounds gross vehicle

weight or registered gross vehicle weight. The term excludes any

recreational vehicle or vehicle owned or operated by a community

transportation coordinator as defined in s. 427.011 or by a
private operator that provides public transit services under
contract with such a provider.

(1)+42> "“Department” means the Department of Highway Safety

and Motor Vehicles.
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(2) ™“International Fuel Tax Agreement” means a reciprocal

agreement among states of the United States, provinces of

Canada, and other such member jurisdictions to provide for the
administration, collection, and enforcement of taxes on the
basis of fuel consumed, distance accrued, or both, in member
Jurisdictions.
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(3)45> “Interstate” means vehicle movement between or
through two or more member jurisdictions states.

(4) 46> “Intrastate” means vehicle movement from one point

within a member jurisdiction state to another point within the

same member Jjurisdiction stakte.

(5) “Member jurisdiction” means a state of the United

States,

province of Canada, or other such jurisdiction that is a

member of the International Fuel Tax Agreement.

(6) H-

“Motor carrier” means any person owning,

controlling, operating, or managing any motor vehicle used to

transport persons or property over any public highway.

D) +8r

“Motor fuel” means any fuel placed in the fuel
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supply storage unit of a qualified motor vehicle, including an

alternative fuel, such as pure methanol, ethanol, or other

alcohol; a blend of 85 percent or more alcohol with gasoline;

natural gas and liquified fuel produced from natural gas;

propane; coal-derived liquified fuel; hydrogen; electricity;

pure biodiesel (B100) fuel, other than alcohol, derived from

biological materials; P-series fuel; or any other type of fuel

or energy used to propel a qualified motor vehicle what—3s

(8) 45> MOperate,” “operated,” “operation,” or “operating”
means and includes the utilization in any form of any qualified
commereiat motor vehicle, whether loaded or empty, whether
utilized for compensation or not for compensation, and whether
owned by or leased to the motor carrier who uses it or causes it
to be used.

(9)+4+6) M“Person” means and includes natural persons,
corporations, copartnerships, firms, companies, agencies, or
associations, singular or plural.

(10) 443> “Public highway” means any public street, road, or

highway in this state.

(12)44+3> “Use,” “uses,” or “used” means the consumption of

tesel—fuved—or motor fuel in a qualified eemmereiat motor

vehicle for the propulsion thereof.
Section 3. Section 207.003, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.003 Privilege tax levied.—A tax for the privilege of
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operating any qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle upon the public
highways of this state shall be levied upon every motor carrier

at a rate which includes the minimum rates provided in parts I,

IT, and IV of chapter 206 on each gallon of diesel—fgelt—or motor
fuel used for the propulsion of a qualified eemmereiat motor
vehicle by such motor carrier within this +he state.

Section 4. Section 207.004, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.004 Licensing Registratien of motor carriers; fuel tax

decals +identifyingdevieces; fees; renewals; temporary fuel-use
permits and—driveaway permits.—

(1) (a) A Ne motor carrier may not shald operate or cause to
be operated in this state any qualified eemmereiat motor
vehicle, other than a Florida-based qualified eemmereiat motor
vehicle that travels Florida intrastate mileage only, which &hat

uses diesedl—fuel—or motor fuel until such carrier is licensed

under the International Fuel Tax Agreement and issued fuel tax

decals haoao »roara ot 22041 + 4 doarn g r+man+ »r» Ihoaao +rars oA
TS T TS eCTT SO Wttt ciiC— Ot por oSt O s Tt

13nd
&

{

agrecment—and—hasbeen—issved—an—identifyingdeviee or such

carrier is has—een issued a temporary fuel-use permit as

authorized under subsection (5) subseetions—4r—and—+5)+ for each

vehicle operated. The fee for each set of fuel tax decals is

There—shatt—be—aFfee—-of $4 per year or any fraction thereof. A
copy of the license must be carried in each vehicle or made

available electronically. The fuel tax decals fer—eachsuch

17~ 1 o1~ A T 2T At Fz0 17~ ah 11
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provided—by—thedepartment—and must be conspicuously displayed
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204 on the qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle as prescribed by the
205 instructions on the reverse side of the decal department while
206| the vehicle 4+t is being operated on the public highways of this

207 state. The transfer of fuel tax decals anr—identifying deviee

208 from one vehicle to another vehicle or from one motor carrier to

209| another motor carrier is prohibited. The department or its

210 authorized agent shall issue the licenses and fuel tax decals.

211 (b) The motor carrier to whom fuel tax decals have been

212 issued 1s aridentifving device hasbees Fssgedshatd e solely

213 responsible for the proper use of the fuel tax decals

214| Zderntifyingdeviee by its employees, consignees, or lessees.
215 (2) Fuel tax decals Fdentifyingdeviees shall be issued

216| each year for the period January 1 through December 31, or any

217 portion thereof, if tax returns and tax payments, when

218 applicable, have been submitted to the department for all prior
219 reporting periods. Fuel tax decals Fdentifyingdeviees may be

220| displayed for the next succeeding indicia period beginning

221 December 1 of each year. Beginning October 1, 2025, except as

2272 otherwise authorized by the department, all fuel tax decal

223 renewal orders must be electronically submitted through an

224 online system prescribed by the department.

225 (3) If a motor carrier licensed in this state no longer

226 operates or causes to be operated in this state a qualified

227 eommereiatr motor vehicle, the fuel tax decals must identifying
228 desvriee—shatt be destroyed and the motor carrier to whom the fuel
229| tax decals were deviee—was issued must shald notify the

230 department immediately by letter of such removal and of the

231| number of fuel tax decals £heidentifying device—that has been

232 destroyed.
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December 31 Jure—36. Ft——shall be+theduty—eof Each motor carrier
licensed registeredor reguired—Eteberegistered under £he
provistons—of this chapter must €e submit a return by the

following due dates, except that each due date is extended until

the last day of the month of the due date, and, if the last day

of the month falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the

due date is further extended until the next day that is not a

Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday within 30 days—after+the due

(a) If annual filing, the due date is January 31. shaltl—be

(b) If semiannual filing, the due dates are shali—be
January 31 + and July 31l.3—e¥

(c) If quarterly filing, the due dates are shald—Pbe January
31 &, April 30 +, July 31 4, and October 31 +.

(2) The amount of fuel used in the propulsion of any
qualified eemmereiad motor vehicle within this state may be
calculated, if the motor carrier maintains adequate records, by
applying total interstate vehicular consumption of all dieset
fyel—and motor fuel used as related to total miles traveled and
applying such rate to total miles traveled within this state. In
the absence of adequate documentation by the motor carrier, the
department may adopt is—auvtherized—topromulgate rules
converting miles driven to gallons used.

(3) For the purpose of computing the carrier’s liability

for the fuel read—privitege tax, the total gallons of fuel used
in the propulsion of any qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle in
this state shall be multiplied by the rates provided in parts I,
IT, and IV of chapter 206. From the sum determined by this
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349 calculation, there shall be allowed a credit equal to the amount
350 of the tax per gallon under parts I, II, and IV of chapter 206
351 for each gallon of fuel purchased in this state during the
352| reporting period when the diesel fuel or motor fuel tax was paid
353| at the time of purchase. If the tax paid under parts I, II, and
354 IV of chapter 206 exceeds the total tax due under this chapter,
355| the excess may be allowed as a credit against future tax
356| payments, until the credit is fully offset or until eight
357 calendar quarters shalt have passed since the end of the
358 calendar quarter in which the credit accrued, whichever occurs
359| first. A refund may be made for this credit provided it exceeds
360 $10.

+s—auwtherized—topromutgate
361 (4) The department may adopt th d—te—p lgat

362 the necessary rules to provide for an adequate bond from each
363| motor carrier to ensure payment of taxes required under this
364 chapter.

365 (5) Beginning October 1, 2025, except as otherwise

366 authorized by the department, all returns must be submitted

367| electronically through an online system prescribed by the

368 department.

369 Section 6. Section 207.007, Florida Statutes, is amended to
370 read:

371 207.007 Offenses; penalties and interest.—

372 (1) If any motor carrier licensed registered under this

373 chapter fails to file a return or and pay any tax liability
374 under this chapter within the time required hereunder, the
375 department may impose a delinquency penalty of $50 or 10 percent

376| of the delinquent taxes due, whichever is greater, if the

377 failure is for not more than 30 days, with an additional 10
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percent penalty for each additional 30 days, or fraction

thereof, during the time which the failure continues, not to

exceed a total penalty of 100 percent in the aggregate. However,
the penalty may not be less than $50.
(2) In addition to any other penalties, any delinquent tax

shall bear interest in accordance with the International Fuel

r ol 1l S~ Lo~ N + 1 + o aaa A T +1
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(3) Any person who:

(a) Willfully refuses or neglects to make any statement,
report, or return required by £he—proevisiens—oef this chapter;

(b) Knowingly makes, or assists any other person in making,

a false statement in a return or report, ¥ in connection with

an application for licensure ¥registratien under this chapter, or

A

[0)]

in connection with an audit; e=

(c) Counterfeits, alters, manufactures, or sells fuel tax

licenses, fuel tax decals, or temporary fuel-use permits without

first having obtained the department’s permission in writing; or

(d) Violates any of the provisions of this chapter, a

penalty for which is not otherwise provided,

commits +s—guitty—ef a felony of the third degree,
775.082, s. 775.083, 775.084.

punishable as

provided in s. or s. In addition,
the department may revoke or suspend the licensure and

207.004 and 320.02 of the

registration privileges under ss.
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407 violator. Each day or part thereof during which a person
408 operates or causes to be operated a qualified eemmereiat motor
409| wvehicle without being the holder of fuel tax decals an

410| 4ddentifyingdeviee or having a valid temporary fuel-use e
411 | eriveaway permit as required by this chapter constitutes a

412 separate offense within the meaning of this section. In addition
413 to the penalty imposed by this section, the defendant is shald
414 be required to pay all taxes, interest, and penalties due to the
415 state.

416 Section 7. Section 207.008, Florida Statutes, is amended to
417 read:
418 207.008 Retention of records by motor carrier.—Each

419| licensed ¥egistered motor carrier shall maintain and keep

420| pertinent records and papers as may be required by the

421| department for the reasonable administration of this chapter and
422 shall preserve the records upon which each euwarterdty tax return
423 is based for 4 years following the due date or filing date of

424 the return, whichever is later.

425 Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 207.011, Florida
426 Statutes, is amended to read:

427 207.011 Inspection of records; hearings; forms; rules.—
428 (3) The department, or any authorized agent thereof, is

429 authorized to examine the records, books, papers, and equipment

430 of any motor carrier, any retail dealer of motor diesedt fuels,

431 and any wholesale distributor of dieset—Fuwets—er motor fuels
432 which +#hat are deemed necessary to verify the truth and accuracy

433 of any statement, e¥ report, or return and ascertain whether the

434 tax imposed by this chapter has been paid.

435 Section 9. Section 207.013, Florida Statutes, is amended to
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436 read:
437 207.013 Suits for collection of unpaid taxes, penalties,
438 and interest.—Upon demand of the department, the Department of
439| Legal Affairs or the state attorney for a judicial circuit shall
440| bring appropriate actions, in the name of the state or in the
441 | name of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles in
442 the capacity of its office, for the recovery of taxes,
443| penalties, and interest due under this chapter; and judgment
444 shall be rendered for the amount so found to be due together
445| with costs. However, if it is shaedd—Pbe found as a fact that such
446| claim for, or grant of, an exemption or credit was willful on

447 the part of any motor carrier, retail dealer, or distributor of

448| dieset—Ffuwet—or motor fuel, judgment must shait be rendered for
449| double the amount of the tax found to be due with costs. The
450 department may employ an attorney at law to institute and

451 prosecute proper proceedings to enforce payment of the taxes,
452| penalties, and interest provided for by this chapter and may fix
453| the compensation for the services of such attorney at law.

454 Section 10. Subsection (3) of section 207.014, Florida
455 Statutes, is amended to read:

456 207.014 Departmental warrant for collection of unpaid
457 taxes.—

458 (3) In the event there is a contest or claim of any kind
459| with reference to the property levied upon or the amount of

460 taxes, costs, or penalties due, such contest or claim must shatd

461| be tried in the circuit court in and for the county in which the
462| warrant was executed, as nearly as may be in the same manner and

463 means as such contest or claim would have been tried in such

464 court had the warrant originally issued upon a judgment rendered
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by such court. The warrant issued as provided in this section

constitute prima facie evidence of the amount

H

constitutes shat

of taxes, interest, and penalties due to the state by the motor

carrier; and the burden of proof is shaii—be upon the motor

carrier, retail dealer, or distributor of diesel—fuvel—o¥ motor
fuel to show that the amounts or penalties were incorrect.

Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 207.019, Florida
Statutes, i1s amended to read:

207.019 Discontinuance or transfer of business; change of
address.—

(1) Whenever a person ceases to engage in business as a

motor carrier within this £he state by reason of the

discontinuance, sale, or transfer of the business of such
person, he or she shall notify the department in writing at
least 10 days before p¥rier—te the time the discontinuance, sale,
or transfer takes effect. Such notice must shadd give the date
of discontinuance and, in the event of a sale or transfer of the

business, the date thereof and the name and address of the

purchaser or transferee. All diesel—Fuel—or motor fuel use taxes
shatt become due and payable concurrently with such
discontinuance, sale, or transfer; and any such person shall,
concurrently with such discontinuance, sale, or transfer, make a

report andy pay all such taxes, interest, and penalties. The

person shall immediately destroy the fuel tax decals and notify

the department by letter of such destruction and of the number

of the fuel tax decals that have been destroyed—and—surrender

KPR ~
T T

Yo o PN A+
1T J_\_/y_l_bh) [ S @ N WS S W i A8 \awy

Section 12. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 207.023,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
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207.023 Authority to inspect vehicles, make arrests, seize
property, and execute warrants.—
(1) As a part of their responsibility when inspecting

qualified motor eemmereiat vehicles, the Department of Highway

Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, and the Department of Transportation shall

ensure that all vehicles are properly qualified under +£he

provisiens—ef this chapter.

(3) Qualified Eemmereiat motor vehicles owned or operated
by any motor carrier who refuses to comply with this chapter may
be seized by authorized agents or employees of the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services, or the Department of Transportation; or
authorized agents and employees of any of these departments also
may seize property as set out in ss. 206.205, 206.21, and
206.215. Upon such seizure, the property must shatd: be
surrendered without delay to the sheriff of the county where the
property was seized for further proceedings.

Section 13. Subsections (1) and (6) of section 207.0281,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

207.0281 Registration; cooperative reciprocal agreements
between states.—

(1) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles may
enter into a cooperative reciprocal agreement, including, but
not limited to, the International Fuel Tax fwel—tax Agreement,
with another state or group of states for the administration of
the tax imposed by this chapter. An agreement arrangement,
declaration, or amendment is not effective until stated in

writing and filed with the Department of Highway Safety and
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523| Motor Vehicles.
524 (6) This section and the contents of any reciprocal
525| agreement entered into under this section supersede all other
526| fuel-tax requirements of this chapter for qualified ecommereiat
527| motor vehicles.
528 Section 14. Paragraph (aa) of subsection (7) of section
529 212.08, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
530 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consumption, distribution, and
531 storage tax; specified exemptions.—The sale at retail, the
532 rental, the use, the consumption, the distribution, and the
533| storage to be used or consumed in this state of the following
534 are hereby specifically exempt from the tax imposed by this
535 chapter.
536 (7) MISCELLANEOUS EXEMPTIONS.—-Exemptions provided to any
537 entity by this chapter do not inure to any transaction that is
538 otherwise taxable under this chapter when payment is made by a
539| representative or employee of the entity by any means,
540 including, but not limited to, cash, check, or credit card, even
541| when that representative or employee is subsequently reimbursed
542| Dby the entity. In addition, exemptions provided to any entity by
543 this subsection do not inure to any transaction that is
544 otherwise taxable under this chapter unless the entity has
545| obtained a sales tax exemption certificate from the department
546| or the entity obtains or provides other documentation as
547 required by the department. Eligible purchases or leases made
548| with such a certificate must be in strict compliance with this
549| subsection and departmental rules, and any person who makes an

550 exempt purchase with a certificate that is not in strict

551 compliance with this subsection and the rules is liable for and
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shall pay the tax. The department may adopt rules to administer
this subsection.

(aa) Certain commercial vehicles.—Also exempt is the sale,
lease, or rental of a qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle as
defined in s. 207.002, when the following conditions are met:

1. The sale, lease, or rental occurs between two commonly
owned and controlled corporations;

2. Such vehicle was titled and registered in this state at
the time of the sale, lease, or rental; and

3. Florida sales tax was paid on the acquisition of such
vehicle by the seller, lessor, or renter.

Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 316.065, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

316.065 Crashes; reports; penalties.—

(1) The driver of a vehicle involved in a crash resulting
in injury to or death of any persons or damage to any vehicle or
other property in an apparent amount of at least $2,000 $566
shall immediately by the quickest means of communication give
notice of the crash to the local police department, if such
crash occurs within a municipality; otherwise, to the office of
the county sheriff or the nearest office or station of the
Florida Highway Patrol. A violation of this subsection is a
noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving
violation as provided in chapter 318.

Section 16. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
318.15, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

318.15 Failure to comply with civil penalty or to appear;
penalty.—

(1) (a) If a person fails to comply with the civil penalties
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581| provided in s. 318.18 within the time period specified in s.
582 318.14(4), fails to enter into or comply with the terms of a
583| penalty payment plan with the clerk of the court in accordance
584| with ss. 318.14 and 28.246, fails to attend driver improvement
585 school, or fails to appear at a scheduled hearing, the clerk of
586 the court must notify the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
587| Vehicles of such failure within 10 days after such failure. Upon
588 receipt of such notice, the department must immediately issue an
589| order suspending the driver license and privilege to drive of
590 such person effective 20 days after the date the order of
591 suspension is provided maited in accordance with s. 322.251(1),
592 (2), and (6). The order also must inform the person that he or
593 she may contact the clerk of the court to establish a payment
594| plan pursuant to s. 28.246(4) to make partial payments for
595 court-related fines, fees, service charges, and court costs. Any
596| such suspension of the driving privilege which has not been
597 reinstated, including a similar suspension imposed outside of
598 this state, must remain on the records of the department for a
599| period of 7 years from the date imposed and must be removed from
600 the records after the expiration of 7 years from the date it is
601 imposed. The department may not accept the resubmission of such
602 suspension.
603 Section 17. Subsection (3) of section 319.23, Florida

604 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

605 319.23 Application for, and issuance of, certificate of
606| title.—
607 (3) If a certificate of title has not previously been

608 issued for a motor vehicle or mobile home in this state, the

609 application, unless otherwise provided for in this chapter, must
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shatdt be accompanied by a proper bill of sale or sworn statement
of ownership, or a duly certified copy thereof, or by a
certificate of title, bill of sale, or other evidence of
ownership required by the law of the state or county from which
the motor vehicle or mobile home was brought into this state.

The application must shait also be accompanied by:

(a)l. A sworn affidavit from the seller and purchaser
verifying that the vehicle identification number shown on the
affidavit is identical to the vehicle identification number
shown on the motor vehicle; or

2. An appropriate departmental form evidencing that a
physical examination has been made of the motor vehicle by the
owner and by a duly constituted law enforcement officer in any
state, a licensed motor vehicle dealer, a license inspector as
provided by s. 320.58, e¥ a notary public commissioned by this

state, or a nonprofit organization established to detect and

deter insurance fraud and crime which has entered into an

agreement with the department through a memorandum of

understanding and that the vehicle identification number shown

on such form is identical to the vehicle identification number
shown on the motor vehicle; and

(b) If the vehicle is a used car original, a sworn
affidavit from the owner verifying that the odometer reading
shown on the affidavit is identical to the odometer reading
shown on the motor vehicle in accordance with the requirements
of 49 C.F.R. s. 580.5 at the time that application for title is
made. For the purposes of this section, the term “used car
original” means a used vehicle coming into and being titled in

this state for the first time.
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639 (c) If the vehicle is an ancient or antique vehicle, as

640 defined in s. 320.086, the application must shatd be accompanied

641| Dby a certificate of title; a bill of sale and a registration; or
642 a bill of sale and an affidavit by the owner defending the title
643 from all claims. The bill of sale must contain a complete

644| wvehicle description to include the vehicle identification or

645 engine number, year make, color, selling price, and signatures
646 of the seller and purchaser.

647
648| Verification of the vehicle identification number is not

649| required for any new motor vehicle; any mobile home; any trailer
650 or semitrailer with a net weight of less than 2,000 pounds; or
651 any travel trailer, camping trailer, truck camper, or fifth-

652| wheel recreation trailer.

653 Section 18. Subsection (2) of section 320.02, Florida

654 Statutes, is amended to read:

655 320.02 Registration required; application for registration;
656 forms.—
657 (2) (a) The application for registration must include the

658 street address of the owner’s permanent Florida residence or the

659 address of his or her permanent place of business in this state

660 and be accompanied by personal or business identification

661 information. If the vehicle is registered to an active duty

662 member of the United States Armed Forces who 1s a Florida

663 resident, the active duty member is not required to provide the

664 street address of a permanent Florida residence.

665 (b) An individual applicant must provide proof of address

666 satisfactory to the department and:
667 1. A valid REAL ID driver'’s d&xiwver license or
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697| motor vehicle owners may record odometer readings when
698 registering their motor vehicles.
699 Section 19. Subsections (1) and (3), paragraph (a) of
700 subsection (4), and subsection (6) of section 320.084, Florida
701 Statutes, are amended to read:
702 320.084 Free motor vehicle license plate to certain
703 disabled veterans.—

704 (1) One free disabled veteran “BY¥ZL motor vehicle license

705 number plate shall be issued by the department for use on any
706| motor vehicle owned or leased by any disabled veteran who has
707| been a resident of this state continuously for the preceding 5
708 years or has established a domicile in this state as provided by
709 s. 222.17(1), (2), or (3), and who has been honorably discharged
710 from the United States Armed Forces, upon application,

711 accompanied by proof that:

712 (a) A vehicle was initially acquired through financial

713 assistance by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs
714 or i1its predecessor specifically for the purchase of an

715| automobile;

716 (b) The applicant has been determined by the United States
717 Department of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor to have a

718 service-connected 100-percent disability rating for

719 compensation; or

720 (c) The applicant has been determined to have a service-
721 connected disability rating of 100 percent and is in receipt of
722 disability retirement pay from any branch of the United States
723| Armed Services.

724 (3) The department shall, as it deems necessary, require

725| each person to whom a motor vehicle license plate has been
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reissuance of his or her registration license plate.
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to apply to the department for

Upon

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

receipt of the application and proof of the applicant’s
continued eligibility,
permanent disabled veteran “bBV/—mumerieat motor vehicle
and blue

the department shall issue a new

license

plate which shall be of the colors red, white, similar

to the colors of the United States flag. The operation of a

motor vehicle displaying a disabled veteran “B¥*“ license plate

from a previous issue period or a noncurrent validation sticker
after the date specified by the department shall subject the
to the

owner if he or she is present, otherwise the operator,

penalty provided in s. 318.18(2). Such permanent license plate
shall be removed upon sale of the vehicle, but may be
transferred to another vehicle owned by such veteran in the
manner prescribed by law. The—license number of cach plate
issved—under—this seetionshall be identificed by +the Jletter
desigratieon—PV=" Upon request of any such veteran, the

department is authorized to issue a designation plate containing

only the letters “DV,” to be displayed on the front of the

vehicle.
(4) (a) With the issuance of each new permanent disabled
veteran BV —mumerieat motor vehicle license plate, the

department shall initially issue, without cost to the applicant,
a validation sticker reflecting the owner’s birth month and a
serially numbered validation sticker reflecting the year of
expiration. The initial sticker reflecting the year of
expiration may not exceed 27 months.

(6) (a)

subsection (1)

A disabled veteran who meets the requirements of

may be issued, in lieu of the disabled veteran
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2p¥”~ license plate, a military license plate for which he or she

is eligible or a specialty license plate embossed with the

initials “DV” in the top left-hand corner. A disabled veteran

electing a military license plate or specialty license plate
under this subsection must pay all applicable fees related to
such license plate, except for fees otherwise waived under
subsections (1) and (4).

(b) A military license plate or specialty license plate

elected under this subsection—+

| im) PSEE NN SR NP T | +1h nraot ne r o~ bt AL LA AN Ny
LT e [ AW AN O t/J_UV_L\A.\., T t/J_UL., TS A J__L\.jllk.,u % g S EERw oL LJ_Y

ot 2
AR e my W

4 <

5531631 055—3+6-1564—320-0848—526-141—and553-5041~

2- 1s not eligible for the international symbol of
accessibility as described in s. 320.0842.

Section 20. Section 320.605, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

320.605 Legislative intent.—It is the intent of the
Legislature to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of
the citizens of the state by regulating the licensing of motor
vehicle dealers and manufacturers, maintaining competition,
providing consumer protection and fair trade, and providing

those residing in economically disadvantaged areas mimorities

with opportunities for full participation as motor vehicle
dealers. Sections 320.61-320.70 are intended to apply solely to
the licensing of manufacturers, factory branches, distributors,
and importers and do not apply to non-motor-vehicle-related
businesses.

Section 21. Subsection (3) of section 320.63, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

320.63 Application for license; contents.—Any person
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784 desiring to be licensed pursuant to ss. 320.60-320.70 shall make
785 application therefor to the department upon a form containing
786| such information as the department requires. The department
787| shall require, with such application or otherwise and from time
788 to time, all of the following, which information may be
789| considered by the department in determining the fitness of the
790 applicant or licensee to engage in the business for which the
791 applicant or licensee desires to be licensed:
792 (3) (a) From each manufacturer, distributor, or importer
793| which utilizes an identical blanket basic agreement for its
794| dealers or distributors in this state, which agreement comprises
795 all or any part of the applicant’s or licensee’s agreements with
796| motor vehicle dealers in this state, a copy of the written
797 agreement and all supplements thereto, together with a list of
798 the applicant’s or licensee’s authorized dealers or distributors
799 and their addresses. The applicant or licensee shall further
800| notify the department immediately of the appointment of any
801 additional dealer or distributor. The applicant or licensee
802 shall annually report to the department on its efforts to add
803 new minerity dealer points in economically disadvantaged areas,

804 including difficulties encountered under ss. 320.61-320.70. Fe=x
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805| purpeses——o
806| =as—%£
807| 288703+ Not later than 60 days before the date a revision or
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|\ 5\ NI I S R R S - ll.L_I_J.J.\JJ__I_L,_Y t/\_/J_Q\JJ.J. i O e

808| modification to a franchise agreement is offered uniformly to a
809 licensee’s motor vehicle dealers in this state, the licensee
810 shall notify the department of such revision, modification, or

811 addition to the franchise agreement on file with the department.

812 In no event may a franchise agreement, or any addendum or
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supplement thereto, be offered to a motor vehicle dealer in this
state until the applicant or licensee files an affidavit with

the department acknowledging that the terms or provisions of the
agreement, or any related document, are not inconsistent with,
prohibited by, or contrary to £heprovisiens—econtained—in SS.
320.60-320.70. Any franchise agreement offered to a motor

vehicle dealer in this state must shad+t provide that all terms

and conditions in such agreement inconsistent with the law and
rules of this state are of no force and effect.

(b) For purposes of this subsection, the term “economically

disadvantaged area” means a defined geographic area within this

state in which at least one of the following conditions exists:

1. The per capita income for residents within the area is

less than 80 percent of the per capita income in this state.

2. The unemployment rate within the area was more than 1

percent over the unemployment rate for this state over the

previous 24 months.

Section 22. Subsection (2) of section 320.95, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

320.95 Transactions by electronic or telephonic means.—

(2) The department may collect e-mail eleektreoniemail

addresses and use e-mail eleetroniemait in lieu of the United

States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the
Section 23. Subsection (44) of section 322.01, Florida

Statutes, 1is amended to read:
322.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter:
(44) “Tank vehicle” means a vehicle £hat—3+s designed to

transport any liquid or gaseous material within one or more
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tanks that have an individual rated capacity that exceeds 119

gallons and an aggregate rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or more

and that are a—%tank either permanently or temporarily attached

to the vehicle or chassis. A commercial motor vehicle

transporting an empty storage container tank that is not

designed for transportation, but that is temporarily attached to

a flatbed trailer, is not a tank vehicle;—Ff suech tank has—a

I L BN I~ 33 £ 1
o g o—CapaotTTcy Ot =7

a8 NNN a1l Aana s
& (SACACIEAS LS 3= m iy T4 ¥ YO IS/ Sa 11 1 =

Section 24. Subsection (10) of section 322.08, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:
322.08 Application for license; requirements for license

and identification card forms.—

(10) The department may collect e-mail eleetroniemait

addresses and use e-mail eteetrentemait in lieu of the United
States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the

Section 25. Paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section

322.18, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

322.18 Original applications, licenses, and renewals;
expiration of licenses; delinquent licenses.—

(8) The department shall issue 8-year renewals using a
convenience service without reexamination to drivers who have
not attained 80 years of age. The department shall issue 6-year
renewals using a convenience service when the applicant has
satisfied the requirements of subsection (5).

(a) If the department determines from its records that the
holder of a license about to expire is eligible for renewal, the

department must shaltd mail a renewal notice to the licensee at

his or her last known address or provide a renewal notice to the
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871 licensee by e-mail notification, not less than 30 days before

872| ®¢¥rier to the licensee’s birthday. The renewal notice must shaltdt

873| direct the licensee to appear at a driver license office for in-
874| person renewal or to transmit the completed renewal notice and
875| the fees required by s. 322.21 to the department using a

876 convenience service.

877 Section 26. Subsection (4) of section 322.21, Florida

878 Statutes, i1s amended to read:

879 322.21 License fees; procedure for handling and collecting
880 fees.—

881 (4) If the department determines from its records or is

882 otherwise satisfied that the holder of a license about to expire
883 is entitled to have it renewed, the department must shadtd mail a
884 renewal notice to the licensee at his or her last known address

885| or provide a renewal notice to the licensee by e-mail

886| notification, within 30 days before the licensee’s birthday. The

887 licensee must shald+ be issued a renewal license, after

888 reexamination, if required, during the 30 days immediately

889| preceding his or her birthday upon presenting a renewal notice,
890 his or her current license, and the fee for renewal to the

891 department at any driver license examining office.

892 Section 27. Subsections (1), (2), (3), and (6) of section
893 322.251, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

894 322.251 Notice of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
895 disqualification of license.—

896 (1) All orders of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
897 disqualification issued under the provisions of this chapter,

898 chapter 318, chapter 324, or ss. 627.732-627.734 must shatd: be

899| given either by personal delivery thereof to the licensee whose
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license 1is being canceled, suspended, revoked, or disqualified;
¥ by deposit in the United States mail in an envelope, first
class, postage prepaid, addressed to the licensee at his or her

last known mailing address furnished to the department; or by e-

mail notification authorized by the licensee. Such methods of

notification maidting by the department constitute notice

constitutes—meotifieatieon, and any failure by the person to

receive the maited order does wildt not affect or stay the
effective date or term of the cancellation, suspension,
revocation, or disqualification of the licensee’s driving
privilege.

(2) The giving of notice and an order of cancellation,
suspension, revocation, or disqualification by —mait is complete

upon expiration of 20 days after e-mail notification or, if

mailed, 20 days after deposit in the United States mail for all

notices except those issued under chapter 324 or ss. 627.732-

627.734, which are complete 15 days after e-mail notification

or, if mailed, 15 days after deposit in the United States mail.

Proof of the giving of notice and an order of cancellation,

suspension, revocation, or disqualification in such either

manner must shaltd be made by entry in the records of the
department that such notice was given. The entry is admissible
in the courts of this state and constitutes sufficient proof
that such notice was given.

(3) Whenever the driving privilege is suspended, revoked,

or disqualified under +the—preovisiens—ef this chapter, the period

of such suspension, revocation, or disqualification must shaid

be indicated on the order of suspension, revocation, or

disqualification, and the department shall require the licensee
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whose driving privilege is suspended, revoked, or disqualified
to surrender all licenses then held by him or her to the
department. However, if shewtd the person fails faid to
surrender such licenses, the suspension, revocation, or
disqualification period does shald not expire until a period
identical to the period for which the driving privilege was
suspended, revoked, or disqualified has expired after the date
of surrender of the licenses, or the date an affidavit swearing
such licenses are lost has been filed with the department. In
any instance where notice of the suspension, revocation, or
disqualification order is given maited as provided herein, and
the license is not surrendered to the department, and such
license thereafter expires, the department may shald not renew
that license until a period of time identical to the period of
such suspension, revocation, or disqualification imposed has
expired.

(6) Whenever a cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
disqualification occurs, the department shall enter the
cancellation, suspension, revocation, or disqualification order

on the licensee’s driver file 20 days after e-mail notification

or, if mailed, 20 days after the notice was actually placed in

the mail. Any ingquiry into the file after the 20-day period
shall reveal that the license is canceled, suspended, revoked,
or disqualified and whether the license has been received by the
department.

Section 28. Subsection (4) of section 322.26l1l6, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

322.2616 Suspension of license; persons under 21 years of

age; right to review.—
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(4) If the department finds that the license of the person
should be suspended under this section and if the notice of
suspension has not already been served upon the person by a law
enforcement officer or correctional officer as provided in

subsection (2), the department must shatt issue a notice of

suspension and, unless the notice is provided maited under s.
322.251, a temporary driving permit that expires 10 days after
the date of issuance if the driver is otherwise eligible.

Section 29. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
322.292, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

322.292 DUI programs supervision; powers and duties of the
department.—

(2) The department shall adopt rules to implement its
supervisory authority over DUI programs in accordance with the
procedures of chapter 120, including the establishment of
uniform standards of operation for DUI programs and the method
for setting and approving fees, as follows:

(c) Implement procedures for the granting and revoking of
licenses for DUI programs, including:

1. A uniform application fee not to exceed $1,000 but in an
amount sufficient to cover the department’s administrative costs
in processing and evaluating DUI program license applications.

The application fee does shaltd not apply to programs that apply

for licensure to serve a county that does not have a currently
licensed DUI program or where the currently licensed program has
relinquished its license.

2. In considering an application for approval of a DUI
program, the department shall determine whether improvements in

service may be derived from the operation of the DUI program and
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the number of clients currently served in the circuit. The
department shall apply the following criteria:

a. The increased frequency of classes and availability of
locations of services offered by the applicant DUI program.

b. Services and fees offered by the applicant DUI program
and any existing DUI program.

c. The number of DUI clients currently served and
historical trends in the number of clients served in the
circuit.

d. The availability, accessibility, and service history of
any existing DUI program services.

e. The applicant DUI program’s service history.

f. The availability of resources, including personnel,
demonstrated management capability, and capital and operating
expenditures of the applicant DUI program.

g. Improved services to mimerity—and special needs clients

and those residing in economically disadvantaged areas.

3. Authority for competing applicants and currently
licensed DUI programs serving the same geographic area to
request an administrative hearing under chapter 120 to contest
the department’s determination of need for an additional
licensed DUI program in that area.

4. A requirement that the department revoke the license of
any DUI program that does not provide the services specified in
its application within 45 days after licensure and notify the
chief judge of that circuit of such revocation.

5. A requirement that all applicants for initial licensure
as a DUI program in a particular circuit on and after the

effective date of this act must, at a minimum, satisfy each of

Page 35 of 41

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




1016
1017
1018
1019
1020
1021
1022
1023
1024
1025
1026
1027
1028
1029
1030
1031
1032
1033
1034
1035
1036
1037
1038
1039
1040
1041
1042
1043
1044

Florida Senate - 2025 CS for CS for SB 1290

593-02916A-25 20251290c2
the following criteria:

a. Maintain a primary business office in the circuit which
is located in a permanent structure that is readily accessible
by public transportation, if public transportation is available.
The primary business office must be adequately staffed and
equipped to provide all DUI program support services, including
registration and a file for each person who registers for the
program.

b. Have a satellite office for registration of DUI
offenders in each county in the circuit which is located in a
permanent structure that is readily accessible by public
transportation, if public transportation is available. A
satellite office is not required in any county where the total
number of DUI convictions in the most recent calendar year is
less than 200.

c. Have a classroom in each county in the circuit which is
located in a permanent structure that is readily accessible by
public transportation, if public transportation is available. A
classroom is not required in any county where the total number
of DUI convictions in the most recent calendar year is less than
100. A classroom may not be located within 250 feet of any
business that sells alcoholic beverages. However, a classroom
may shatdt not be required to be relocated when a business
selling alcoholic beverages locates to within 250 feet of the
classroom.

d. Have a plan for conducting all DUI education courses,
evaluation services, and other services required by the
department. The level I DUI education course must be taught in

four segments, with no more than 6 hours of classroom
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1045 instruction provided to any offender each day.
1046 e. Employ at least 1 full-time certified addiction
1047| professional for the program at all times.
1048 f. Document support from community agencies involved in DUI
1049| education and substance abuse treatment in the circuit.
1050 g. Have a volunteer board of directors and advisory
1051 committee made up of citizens who reside in the circuit in which
1052 licensure is sought.
1053 h. Submit documentation of compliance with all applicable
1054 federal, state, and local laws, including, but not limited to,
1055| the Americans with Disabilities Act.
10506 Section 30. Subsection (3) of section 322.64, Florida
1057 Statutes, is amended to read:
1058 322.64 Holder of commercial driver license; persons
1059 operating a commercial motor vehicle; driving with unlawful
1060 blood-alcohol level; refusal to submit to breath, urine, or
1061| Dblood test.—
1062 (3) If the department determines that the person arrested
1063 should be disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle
1064| pursuant to this section and if the notice of disqualification
1065| has not already been served upon the person by a law enforcement
1066 officer or correctional officer as provided in subsection (1),

1067 the department must skhaltdt issue a notice of disqualification

1068 and, unless the notice is provided mailted pursuant to s.

1069| 322.251, a temporary permit which expires 10 days after the date
1070 of issuance if the driver is otherwise eligible.

1071 Section 31. Subsection (1) of section 324.091, Florida

1072 Statutes, is amended to read:

1073 324.091 Notice to department; notice to insurer.—
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1074 (1) Each owner and operator involved in a crash or
1075 conviction case within the purview of this chapter shall furnish
1076| evidence of automobile liability insurance or motor vehicle

1077| 1liability insurance within 14 days after the date of providing

1078 the—maiting—-of notice of crash by the department in the form and
1079| manner as it may designate. Upon receipt of evidence that an
1080 automobile liability policy or motor vehicle liability policy
1081| was 1in effect at the time of the crash or conviction case, the
1082 department shall forward to the insurer such information for
1083| wverification in a method as determined by the department. The
1084 insurer shall respond to the department within 20 days after the
1085 notice whether or not such information is wvalid. If the

1086| department determines that an automobile liability policy or
1087| motor vehicle liability policy was not in effect and did not

1088| provide coverage for both the owner and the operator, it must

1089| shkald take action as it is authorized to do under this chapter.
1090 Section 32. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section

1091 324.171, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

1092 324.171 Self-insurer.—

1093 (1) Any person may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a
1094 certificate of self-insurance from the department which may, in
1095 its discretion and upon application of such a person, issue said
1096 certificate of self-insurance when such person has satisfied the
1097 requirements of this section to qualify as a self-insurer under
1098 this section:

1099

( The owner of a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in
1100 S0

C

)
go2—e+ s. 320.01, or a qualified motor vehicle, as

1101 defined in s. 207.002, may qualify as a self-insurer subject to

1102 the standards provided for in subparagraph (b)2.
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Section 33. Subsection (3) of section 328.30, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

328.30 Transactions by electronic or telephonic means.—

(3) The department may collect e-mail eteetroniewmait

addresses and use e-mail eteetrenpte—wmait in lieu of the United

States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the

Section 34. Section 627.7415, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

627.7415 Commercial or qualified motor vehicles; additional

liability insurance coverage.—Commercial motor vehicles, as

defined in s+—26+06082—-»6¥ s. 320.01, and qualified motor

vehicles, as defined in s. 207.002, operated upon the roads and

highways of this state must shad+ be insured with the following

minimum levels of combined bodily liability insurance and
property damage liability insurance in addition to any other
insurance requirements:

(1) Fifty thousand dollars per occurrence for a commercial

motor vehicle or qualified motor vehicle with a gross vehicle

weight of 26,000 pounds or more, but less than 35,000 pounds.
(2) One hundred thousand dollars per occurrence for a

commercial motor vehicle or qualified motor vehicle with a gross

vehicle weight of 35,000 pounds or more, but less than 44,000
pounds.
(3) Three hundred thousand dollars per occurrence for a

commercial motor vehicle or qualified motor vehicle with a gross

vehicle weight of 44,000 pounds or more.

(4) All commercial motor vehicles and qualified motor

vehicles subject to regulations of the United States Department
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1132 of Transportation, 49 C.F.R. part 387, subparts A and B, and as
1133| may be hereinafter amended, must shadtd be insured in an amount
1134| equivalent to the minimum levels of financial responsibility as
1135 set forth in such regulations.
1136
1137 A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction,
1138| punishable as a nonmoving violation as provided in chapter 318.
1139 Section 35. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
1140 316.545, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1141 316.545 Weight and load unlawful; special fuel and motor
1142 fuel tax enforcement; inspection; penalty; review.—
1143 (4)
1144 (b) In addition to the penalty provided for in paragraph
1145 (a), the vehicle may be detained until the owner or operator of
1146| the vehicle furnishes evidence that the vehicle has been
1147| properly registered pursuant to s. 207.004. Any officer of the
1148 Florida Highway Patrol or agent of the Department of
1149 Transportation may issue a temporary fuel use permit and collect
1150 the appropriate fee as provided for in s. 207.004(5) 5=
1151| 264-684{4)y. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6),

1152 all permit fees collected pursuant to this paragraph shall be
1153 transferred to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
1154| Vehicles to be allocated pursuant to s. 207.026.

1155 Section 36. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1156 319.35, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1157 319.35 Unlawful acts in connection with motor wvehicle
1158 odometer readings; penalties.—

1159 (1)

1160 (b) It is unlawful for any person to knowingly provide

Page 40 of 41
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2025 CS for CS for SB 1290

593-02916A-25 20251290c2
1161 false information on the odometer readings required pursuant to
1162 ss. 319.23(3) and 320.02(2) (d) ss+—3+9-23{3 ) and320-02(2+{b}.
1163 Section 37. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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