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Florida Senate - 2025 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1344

T

LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
04/11/2025

The Appropriations Committee on Criminal and Civil Justice

(Simon) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
Delete lines 490 - 2674

and insert:

or court-ordered supervision by the Department of Children and

Families under chapter 39 fer an adiudication of dependeney—o¥r

detingueney. The child must also, pursuant to this chapter, be

found by the court:
(a) To have persistently run away from the child’s parents,

e¥ legal guardians, or custodians despite reasonable efforts of
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the—ehitd, the parents, e legal guardians, or custodians, and

appropriate agencies to remedy the conditions contributing to
the behavior. Reasonable efforts shall include welurtary

participation by the child’s parents e+ legal guardian, or

custodians and the child in femitymediatieny voluntary

services, and treatment offered by the department or through its

authorized agent ef—JuvenileJustice—-or—the Department—of

ChalAvrarn A Toawma ] 4 .
35 s g & s i N TC—Tamrr eSSy,

[0)]

(b) To be a habitual habitwatdty truant from school, while

subject to compulsory school attendance, despite reasonable

efforts to remedy the situation pursuant to ss. 1003.26 and

it

1003 27 and +havrmaa~l sz AT a9 b S ancy vt 0 N N g Ay TNy aha 137 o
. cH oS —vOTruittart y paotrfcrCTrpao OOy i~ CaTr==t—S
ENEVS o v a1l ~aae A
o Circo O g r—CtoS A=

4ol

mediation, services—and—treatment offered by the department or

1ts authorized agent ef—JuventleJustice—or—the Department—of

Chiltdren—andFamities; Or

(c) To be ungovernable by having hawve persistently

disobeyed the reasonable and lawful rules and demands of the

child’s parents, ¥ legal guardians, or custodians, and to be

beyond their control despite the child having the mental and

physical capacity to understand and obey lawful rules and

demands, and despite efforts by the child’s parents, e¥ legal

guardians, or custodians and appropriate agencies to remedy the

conditions contributing to the behavior. Reasonable efforts may
include such things as good faith participation in voluntary
family services or individual services eeunseling.
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156 court determines the most appropriate dispositional services in
157 the least restrictive available setting provided for under s.

158 984.20(3), in child in need of services ehitd-in-need-of

159 serviees cases.

160 (13) “Early truancy intervention” means action taken by a

161 school or school district pursuant to s. 1003.26 to identify a

162 |pattern of nonattendance by a student subject to compulsory

163 school attendance at the earliest opportunity to address the

164 reasons for the student’s nonattendance, and includes services

165 |provided by the school or school district, or the department or

166 |its authorized agent pursuant to s. 984.11, and may include

167 judicial action pursuant to s. 984.151 or s. 1003.27.

168 (14)+424)» “Family” means a collective body of persons,

169 consisting of a child and a parent, legal guardian, acutt

170 custodian, or adult relative, in which:

171 (a) The persons reside in the same house or living unit; or
172 (b) The parent, legal guardian, aew+t custodian, or adult
173 relative has a legal responsibility by blood, marriage, or court
174 order to support or care for the child.

175 (15)425) “Family in need of services” means a family that

176 |has a child who is running away; who is ungovernable and

177 |persistently disobeying reasonable and lawful demands of the
178 |parent or legal custodian and is beyond the control of the
179 |parent or legal custodian; or who is a habitual habitgalty

180 truant f£rem——seheeot or engaging in other serious behaviors that

181 place the child at risk of future abuse, neglect, or abandonment
182 or at risk of entering the juvenile justice system. The child

183 |must be referred to a law enforcement agency, the department ef

184 Favenite—Jugstiee, or an agency contracted to provide services to
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(25)43%) “Parent” means a woman who gives birth to a child
and a man whose consent to the adoption of the child would be
required under s. 63.062(1). If a child has been legally
adopted, the term “parent” means the adoptive mother or father
of the child. The term does not include an individual whose
parental relationship to the child has been legally terminated,
or an alleged or prospective parent, unless the parental status
falls within the terms of either s. 39.503(1) or s. 63.062(1).

(26)446) “Participant,” for purposes of a shelter

proceeding under this chapter, means any person who is not a

party but who should receive notice of hearings involving the
child, including foster parents, identified prospective parents,
grandparents entitled to priority for adoption consideration
under s. 63.0425, actual custodians of the child, and any other

person whose participation may be in the best interest of the
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child.

Participants may be granted leave by the court to be

heard without the necessity of filing a motion to intervene.

4

(27) 44+

“Party,”

under this chapter,

custodian of the child,

guardian ad litem when one has been appointed,

The presence of the child may be

means the parent,

the petitioner,

for purposes of a shelter proceeding

or actual
the department, the
and the child.

legal guardian,

excused by order of the court

when presence would not be in the child’s best interest or the

child has failed to appear for a

proceeding after having been

noticed. Netiee—+to—theechild may beexcused by order—of—+the
= rt harn +h R NN sz r thaoyr ~nrn A2+ n £ +1 aha 14 o
AN & R Sy wy WITCTTT T (.A.\.j\.,, put/up_l_p_yl A L U i B u U N L\ A S WS S N O g T N i R g Ep W )
ISEEN SN S R i 2 EAWANE i o] 12N m N oo r Aot vt o1 + +h
o AT |F B @ ay o (SR i ITOoOTICTT AAYAT = w 5 T lllCullLll\jLCoo A= A\ 5\ UL WP S p § § 4 WS i) G UPY @ ap Ry T
A)Y 4 ”
(28) Physically secure shelter” means a department-

approved locked facility or locked unit within a facility for

the care of a child adjudicated a child in need of services who

is court ordered to be held pursuant to s.

984.226. A physically

secure shelter unit shall provide 24-hour,

continuous

supervision. A physically secure

shelter must be licensed by the

Department of Children and Families as a licensed child-caring

agency.

\\

4

“Preventive services”

means social services and
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WRNET .

other supportive and

services provided to the child or the parent, ef—the—ehild;—the

legal guardian ef—the—ehildsy or £he custodian of the child ==nd
to—the—-ehild for the purpose of averting the removal of the

child from the home or disruption of a family which will or
could

child

result in an adjudication that orders the placement of a

ar

under dependency supervision inte—fester—eare or into the

N
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e

L
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delinquency system er—that—wiltl—o¥r
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33z
TV

reet. Social services and other supportive and

He
H-
q
[0}

q

ney
TS

£ative services may include the provision of assessment

H-

halka 1
A3 B & 3 & e oy

T
I__I

and screening services; individual, group, or family counseling;

specialized educational and vocational services; temporary

outreach services for children
living on the street; independent—tiving serviees—to—assist
adetesecents—in—achievinga sucecessiul—transition—to—adulthood;

and other specialized services.

voluntary shelter for the child;
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(30)445)» “Relative” means a grandparent, great-grandparent,
sibling, first cousin, aunt, uncle, great-aunt, great-uncle,
niece, or nephew, whether related by the whole or half blood, by
affinity, or by adoption. The term does not include a
Stepparent.

(31)446> “Reunification services” means social services and
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other supportive and—rehabilitative services provided to the
child and the parent of the child, the legal guardian of the

child, or the custodian of the child, whichever is applicable,+

+ 1 akh =1 e P NS S ENE P I
CTIT A\ i s e 7 WITeC=T PP ToOpPpTTITo

ekhild for the purpose of assisting emabting a child who has been

Ae + + Foot g o o £ o+
A7 (S yLw § |y CIT OO T - LJLA.J_ TTCTWO -

>4 CIT

’

placed in temporary shelter care to return to his or her family

at the most appropriate and effective earliestpossible time
based on the presenting concerns at intake. Social services and

other supportive amd—rehabilitatiwe services shall be consistent

with the child’s need for a safe, continuous, and stable living
environment and shall promote the strengthening of family life
whenever possible.

(32)+44+)- “Secure detention center or facility” means a

physically restricting facility for the temporary care of

children, pending adjudication, disposition, or placement under

chapter 985.

(33)448) “Shelter” means a department-approved shelter

facility for the temporary care of runaway children; children

placed for voluntary shelter respite upon request of the child

or the child’s parent, legal guardian, or custodian; or for

placement of a child who has been adjudicated a child in need of

services or who has been found in contempt of court under s.

984.09. Shelters must provide 24-hour continual supervision. A

shelter must be licensed by the Department of Children and

Families as a licensed child-caring agency a—prace—for—the

oo oo o PP £ o A1 Lk EEP, B IS i ISR N oo 1 -
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T

duty to protect, train, and discipline the child and to provide
the child with food, shelter, and education, and ordinary
medical, dental, psychiatric, and psychological care, unless
these rights and duties are otherwise enlarged or limited by the
court order establishing the temporary legal custody
relationship.

(37)454)> “Truancy petition” means a petition filed by the

superintendent of schools under s. 984.151 for the purpose of

early truancy intervention alleging that a student subject to

compulsory school attendance has had at least five unexcused

absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within
a calendar month or 10 unexcused absences, or absences for which
the reasons are unknown, within a 90-calendar-day period, or has

had more than 15 unexcused absences in a 90-calendar-day period.

N+ 1o N Nt 1+ 1~ 2o £21 A anA o~~~ AN o 0Qq 1E1
Fany L_,J_L,I.L/LJ.J.\_/_Y t/\_,L,_LL.,_LUJ.J. =) [ S S WL W 5 AT t/J—U\./\./L)A)\./u |\ i S W o =2} U 1T o LT 1L
(38) “Truant status offender” means a child subject to the

jurisdiction of the court under s. 984.151 who has been found by

the court to be truant while subject to compulsory education.

The court’s jurisdiction is limited to entering orders to

require the child to attend school and participate in services

to encourage reqgular school attendance. A truant status offender

is not a delinquent child and may not be deemed to have

committed a criminal or delinquent act solely due to failure to

attend school.

(39)455)» “Wiolation of law” or “delinquent act” means a
violation of any law of this state, the United States, or any
other state which is a misdemeanor or a felony or a violation of
a county or municipal ordinance which would be punishable by

incarceration if the violation were committed by an adult.
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jurisdiction of proceedings in which a child is alleged to be a

child in need of services.

When the jurisdiction of any child

who has been found to be a child i1in need of services or the

parent,

obtained,

custodian,

the court shall retain jurisdiction,

or legal guardian of such a child is

unless

relinquished by its order or unless the department withdraws its

petition because the child no longer meets the definition of a

child in need of services as defined in s.

984.03, until the

child reaches 18 years of age. This subsection does shaltd: not be

constrwed—te prevent the exercise of jurisdiction by any other

court having jurisdiction of the child if—+he—-ehild
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(4)

Jurisdiction of the circuit court shall attach to the

case and parties to proceedings filed under s.

984.15 or under

s. 984.151 when the summons is served upon the child and a

parent,

legal guardian,

or custodian, or when the parties

personally appear before the court.

(5)46)> All procedures,

subpoenas,

4
-

summonses,

n

a
A

and hearings,

including petitions, pleadings,

in proceedings under this

N
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T

serviees—eases shall be according to the Florida Rules of
d

Juvenile Procedure unless otherwise provide

by law.
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Section 6. Subsections (2) and (4) of section 984.0¢,
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Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
984.06 Oaths, records, and confidential information.—
(2) The court shall make and keep records of all cases
brought before it pursuant to this chapter and shall preserve

the records pertaining—to—o—echitdinneed—-oef—serviees until 10

years after the last entry was made or until the child is 18
years of age, whichever date is first reached, and may then
destroy them. The court shall make official records, consisting
of all petitions and orders filed in a case arising pursuant to
this chapter and any other pleadings, certificates, proofs of
publication, summonses, warrants, and other writs which are
filed in the case.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (3), all information
obtained pursuant to this chapter in the discharge of official
duty by any judge, employee of the court, authorized agent of

the department, school employee, district superintendent, school

board employee, or law enforcement agent is confidential and may

not be disclosed to anyone other than the authorized personnel

of the court, the department and its designees, school or school

board personnel, law enforcement agencies, and others entitled

under this chapter to receive that information, except upon
order of the court.

Section 7. Section 984.07, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

984.07 Right to counsel; waiver; appointed counsel;

compensation.—

(1) When a petition is filed alleging that a child is a

child in need of services or if the child is subject to contempt

proceedings under s. 984.09, the child must be represented by
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620 counsel at each court appearance. The court must appoint counsel

621 unless the child is not indigent and has counsel present to

622 |represent the child or the record in that proceeding

623 |affirmatively demonstrates by clear and convincing evidence that

624 the child knowingly and intelligently waived the right to

625 counsel after being fully advised by the court of the nature of

626 |the proceedings and the dispositional alternatives available to

627 the court. If the child waives counsel at any proceeding, the

628 court shall advise the child with respect to the right to

629 counsel at every subsequent hearing.

630 (2) A child in proceedings under s. 984.151 may have

631 counsel appointed by the court if the court determines it is in

632 the best interest of the child.

633 (3) If the court appoints counsel for a child, and if the

634 child and his or her parents or legal guardians are indigent and

635 |unable to employ counsel, the court must appoint an attorney to

636 |represent the child under s. 27.511. Determination of indigence

637 and costs of representation shall be as provided by s. 57.082.

638 Legal counsel representing a child who exercises the right to

639 counsel may provide advice and counsel to the child at any time

640 after appointment.

641 (4) If the parents or legal guardians of an indigent child

642 are not indigent but refuse to employ counsel, the court shall

643 appoint counsel pursuant to s. 27.511 to represent the child

644 until counsel is provided. Costs of representation must be

645 imposed as provided by s. 57.082. Thereafter, the court may not

646 |appoint counsel for an indigent child with nonindigent parents

647 or legal guardian but shall order the parents or legal guardian

648 to obtain private counsel.
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(a) A parent or legal guardian of an indigent child who has

been ordered to obtain private counsel for the child and who

willfully fails to follow the court order shall be punished by

the court in civil contempt proceedings.

(b) An indigent child may have counsel appointed pursuant

to ss. 27.511 and 57.082 if the parents or legal guardian have

willfully refused to obey the court order to obtain counsel for

the child and have been punished by civil contempt. Costs of

representation must be imposed as provided by s. 57.082.

(5) If the court makes a finding that nonindigent parents

have made a good faith effort to participate in services and

remediate the child’s behavior, but despite their good faith

efforts, the child’s truancy, ungovernable behavior, or runaway

behavior has persisted, the court may appoint counsel to

represent the child as provided in s. 27.511.

(6) If counsel is entitled to receive compensation for

representation pursuant to court appointment in a child in need

of services proceeding, such compensation may not exceed $1,000

at the trial level and $2,500 at the appellate level.

(7) This section does not preclude the court from

requesting reimbursement of attorney fees and costs from the

nonindigent parent or legal guardian.

(8) The court may appoint an attorney to represent a parent

or legal guardian under this chapter only upon a finding that

the parent or legal guardian is indigent pursuant to s. 57.082.

If an attorney is appointed, the parent or legal guardian shall

be enrolled in a payment plan pursuant to s. 28.246 Ff—~eeounselt
o ntEa+1 A 4+ oAty PPN A AT S R SN N S N N NP AN SIPE SI RN SN R E B NEPN
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Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 984.071, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended, and subsection (3) 1s added to that
section, to read:

984.071 Resources and information.—

(1) The department ef—duveniteJustiece;—3n—~collaboration
kN Nernar+trmaoant £ M1l v A T 4 a A+ Nernartrmaoant
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of FEdueations shall develop and publish an information guide
paeket that explains the current process under this chapter for
obtaining assistance for a child in need of services or a family

in need of services and the community services and resources

available to parents ef—treoubledeor—runawayechitdren. The

information guide shall be published in a written format for

n
distribution and shall also be published on the department’s

website T mmn ot oy N N S AN ST P + 1 Nearartman+ £
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distributeds Each information guide paeket shall be reviewed
annually and updated as appropriate. The school district shall

distribute this information guide paeket to parents of truant
children, and to other parents upon request or as deemed

appropriate by the school district. In addition, the department

gstiee shall distribute the information guide
paeket to state and local law enforcement agencies. Any law

enforcement officer who has contact with the parent of a child
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who is locked out of the home, who is ungovernable, or who runs

away from home shall make the information guide available to the
parent.

(3) The Department of Education and the Department of

Children and Families must each post the department’s

information guide on their respective websites.

Section 9. Sections 984.08 and 984.085, Florida Statutes,

are repealed.

Section 10. Section 984.0861l, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

984.0861 Prohibited use of detention.—A child under the

jurisdiction of the court solely pursuant to this chapter may

not be placed in:

(1) Any form of detention care intended for the use of

alleged juvenile delinquents as authorized under chapter 985 for

any purpose.

(2) A secure detention facility authorized for use under

chapter 985 for any purpose.

(3) Any jail or other similar facility used for the purpose

of detention or confinement of adults for any purpose.

Section 11. Section 984.09, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

984.09 Punishment for contempt of court; alternative
sanctions.—

(1) CONTEMPT OF COURT; LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The court may
punish any child for contempt for interfering with the court or
with court administration, or for violating any provision of
this chapter or order of the court relative thereto. It is the

intent of the Legislature that the court restrict and limit the
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use of contempt powers and prohibit the use of detention care

and secure detention facilities as provided in s. 984.0861 with

mmm

o 3 317
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o—a—seeure—faeitity. A child
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H

who commits direct contempt of court or indirect contempt of a
valid court order may be taken into custody and ordered to serve
an alternative sanction or placed in a shelter seewre facility,
as authorized in this section, by order of the court.

(2) PLACEMENT IN A SHELTER SECUREFACFLEFEY.—A child

adjudicated as a child in need of services may only be placed in

a shelter seewre—faeility for purposes of punishment for
contempt of court if alternative sanctions are unavailable or
inappropriate, or if the child has already been ordered to serve

an alternative sanction but failed to comply with the sanction.

FAENAY VA
T

|

(a)¥> A child in need of services who has been held in

direct contempt or indirect contempt may be placed, for 5 days

for a first offense or 15 days for a second or subsequent

offense, in a staff-seeure shelter operated by or contracted

with the department to provide such services er——staff-seeugre
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addition to disposition under this paragraph, a child in need of

services who is held in direct contempt or indirect contempt may

Page 27 of 77
4/10/2025 7:49:55 AM 604-03431-25




765
766
767
768
769
770
771
772
773
774
775
776
777
778
779
780
781
782
783
784
785
786
7877
788
789
790
791
792
793

Florida Senate - 2025
Bill No. CS for SB 1344

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

T

be placed in a physically secure shelter setting as provided
under s. 984.226 if conditions of eligibility are met.

(b) A child subject to proceedings under s. 984.151 who has

been held in direct contempt or indirect contempt may only be

placed, for 5 days for a first offense or 15 days for a second

or subsequent offense, in a shelter operated by or contracted

with the department for such services if a shelter bed is

available. Upon a second or subsequent finding of contempt under

this section, the court must refer the child to the case

staffing committee with a recommendation to file a child in need

of services petition.

(c) Any shelter placement ordered under this section must

be given as a cumulative sanction. Separate sanctions for the

same act or series of acts within the same episode may not be

imposed.

(3) ALTERNATIVE SANCTIONS. Eaech—udieciat—eireuit—shalt—have
PN NP [ SN S PN S P rdi Aot~ o] a1l s nder +1h
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Upon determining that a child has committed direct contempt of
court or indirect contempt of a valid court order, the court may
immediately request the circuit alternative sanctions
coordinator to recommend the most appropriate available
alternative sanction and shall order the child to perform up to
50 hours of community-service mamgal—Ftaber or a similar
alternative sanction, unless an alternative sanction is

unavailable or inappropriate, or unless the child has failed to
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comply with a prior alternative sanction. Alternative contempt
sanctions may be provided by local industry or by any nonprofit
organization or any public or private business or service entity

that has entered into a contract with the department ef—Juvenite

Justiee to act as an agent of the state to provide voluntary
supervision of children on behalf of the state in exchange for
the manwat labor of children and limited immunity in accordance
with s. 768.28(11).

(4) CONTEMPT OF COURT SANCTIONS; PROCEDURE AND DUE
PROCESS.—

(a) If a child subject to proceedings under this chapter is

charged with direct contempt of court, —Treluding—traffic—ecourt;
the court may impose an authorized sanction immediately.

(b) If a child subject to proceedings under this chapter is

charged with indirect contempt of court, the court must issue an

order to show cause and schedule held a hearing within24—heurs

to determine whether the child committed indirect contempt of a

valid court order. The child must be served with the order to

show cause and notice of hearing. At the hearing, the following

due process rights must be provided to the child:

1. Right to a copy of the order to show cause alleging
facts supporting the contempt charge.

2. Right to an explanation of the nature and the
consequences of the proceedings.

3. Right to legal counsel and the right to have legal
counsel appointed by the court if the juvenile is indigent,
pursuant to s. 984.07 s+—985-033.

4. Right to confront witnesses.

5. Right to present witnesses.
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6. Right to have a transcript or record of the proceeding.
7. Right to appeal to an appropriate court.
legal e¥ guardian,

The child’s parent, or custodian may address

the court regarding the due process rights of the child. If

after the hearing, the court determines the child has committed

indirect contempt of a valid court order, the court may impose

an alternative sanction or may proceed under subsection (2). If

the court orders shelter placement of a child found in contempt

of court, the court shall review the matter placement—of +the
ekhitd every 72 hours to determine whether it is appropriate for
the child to remain in the facility.

(c) The court may not order that a child be placed in a
shelter seewre facility for punishment for contempt unless the
court determines that an alternative sanction is inappropriate
or unavailable or that the child was initially ordered to an
alternative sanction and did not comply with the alternative
sanction. The court is encouraged to order a child to perform

community service, up to the maximum number of hours, where
appropriate before ordering that the child be placed in a

shelter seewre facility as punishment for contempt of court.
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Section 12. Section 984.10, Florida Statutes, is amended to

-+

O
O
N
N
1N

(0]

984.10 Intake.—
(1) Intake shall be performed by the department or the

department’s authorized agent. A report er—eempitaint alleging

that a child is from a family in need of services shall be made
to the intake office operating in the county in which the child
is found or in which the case arose. Any person or agency,

including, but not limited to, the parent, e¥ legal guardian, or

custodian, the local school district, a law enforcement agency,
or the Department of Children and Families, having knowledge of

the facts may make a report er—ecemplaint.

(2) A representative of the department shall make a
preliminary determination as to whether the report er—eemplaint
is complete. The criteria for the completeness of a report er
comptaint with respect to a child alleged to be from a family in

need of services while subject to compulsory school attendance

shall be governed by s. 984.03 s5+—984-0327-. In any case in
which the representative of the department finds that the report
er—eeomplaint 1s incomplete, the representative of the department
shall return the report er—eemptaint without delay to the person
or agency originating the report er—eempltaint or having
knowledge of the facts or to the appropriate law enforcement
agency having investigative jurisdiction and request additional

information in order to complete the report er—ecempltaint.

(3) If the representative of the department determines that
in his or her judgment the interests of the family, the child,
and the public will be best served by providing the family and
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child services and treatment voluntarily accepted by the child

and the parents, e legal guardians, or custodians, the

department’s departmentat representative may refer the family or
child to an appropriate service amd—treatment provider. As part
of the intake procedure, the department’s departmentat

representative shall inform the parent, e legal ecustedian
guardian, or custodian, in writing, of the services currently

and—Ereatment available to the child and family by department

providers and other e community agencies in the county in which

the family is located, and the rights and responsibilities of

the parent, e legal guardian, or custodian under this chapter.

Upon admission, and depending on services, a staff member may be

assigned to the family as deemed appropriate.
(4) If the department reasonably believes has—reasenabile
grounds—teo—betieve that the child has been abandoned, abused, or

neglected, it shall proceed pursuant to the—preovisions—ef

chapter 39 and report immediately to the central abuse hotline.

Section 13. Section 984.11, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
984.11 Services to families inneedof servieces.—

(1) The department or its authorized agent shall provide an

array of voluntary family services aimed at remediating school

truancy, homelessness, and runaway and ungovernable behavior by

children. Services and—treatment to families in need of services

shall be by voluntary agreement of the parent, ex legal

guardian, or custodian and the child er—asdirected by a—court

order—pursgant—+teo—s+—098422.

(2) A family is not eligible to receive voluntary family

services, if, at the time of the referral, the child is under
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court-ordered supervision by the department for delinguency

under chapter 985 or court-ordered supervision by the Department

of Children and Families under chapter 39. A child who has

received a prearrest delinquency citation, or is receiving

delinquency diversion services, may receive voluntary family

services.

(3) If there is a pending investigation into an allegation

of abuse, neglect or abandonment, the child may be eligible for

voluntary family services if the Department of Children and

Families agrees to the provision of services and makes a

referral. An interagency agreement between the department and

the Department of Children and Families shall govern this

referral process, which is contingent on available funding. The

department must notify the Department of Children and Families

if a referral is declined.

(4)+42> These services may include, but need not be limited
to:
Homemaker—oer Parent aide services.
Intensive crisis counseling.
Parent training.
Individual, group, or family counseling.

Referral to community mental health services.

Prevention and diversion services.

Services provided by voluntary or community agencies.

- o Q Hh O O Q O W

Runaway center services.

Runaway shelter Heusekeeper services.

Referral for special educational, tutorial, or remedial

-

,-\,\,\,\,-\,-\,-\AAA

services.

(k) Referral to vocational, career development Fek
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or employment services.

Recreational services.
Assessment.

Case management.

(

Referral for or provision of substance abuse assessment

1)
m)
(n)
o)
atm

or tre

ent.

(5)43> The department shall advise the parents, e¥ legal

guardian,

or custodian that they are responsible for

contribut
treactment

responsib

ing to the cost of the ehilder—Ffamily services and

to the extent of their ability to pay. The parent is

le for using health care insurance to the extent it 1is

available

fo
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Section 14. Section 984.12, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
984.12 Case staffing; services and treatment related to a

family in

(1)

4/10/2025

need of services.—

The appropriate representative of the department shall
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request a meeting of the family and child with a case staffing
committee to review the case of any family or child who the

department determines is in need of services er—treatment 1if:

(a) The family or child is not in agreement with the
services or treatment offered;

(b) The family or child will not participate in the
services or treatment selected; or

(c) The representative of the department needs assistance
in developing an appropriate plan for services. The time and
place selected for the meeting shall be convenient for the child
and family.

(2) The composition of the case staffing committee shall be
based on the needs of the family and child. It shall include a
representative from the child’s school district and a

representative of the department ef—duverniteJustiee, and may

include the department’s authorized agent and a supervisor of

the department’s contracted provider; a representative from the
area of health, mental health, substance abuse, or socialy—ex

edueationat services; a representative of the state attorney; a

representative of law enforcement £heatternative sanections

eceoordinateor; and any person recommended by the child, family, or

department. The child and the child’s parent, legal guardian, or

custodian must be invited to attend the committee meeting.

(3) The case staffing committee shall:

(a) Identify the family’s concerns and contributing

factors.

(b) Request the family and child to identify their needs

and concerns.

(c) Seek input from the school district and any other
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persons in attendance with knowledge of the family or child’s

situation and concerns.

(d) Consider the voluntary family services or other

community services that have been offered and the results of

those services.

(e) Identify whether truancy is a concern and evaluate

compliance with the remedial strategies provided pursuant to s.
1003.26.

(f) Reach a timely decision to provide the child or family

with reeded services and recommend any appropriate amd treatment

through the development of a plan for services.
(4) The plan for services shall contain the following:
(a) Statement of the concerns proeblems.
(b) Needs of the child.
(c)

custodian.

Needs of the parents, legal guardian, or degat

(d) Measurable objectives that address the identified
problems and needs.

(e) Services and treatment to be provided, to include:

1 Type of services or treatment.

2. Frequency of services or treatment.

3 Location.

4 Accountable service providers or staff.

(f) Timeframes for achieving objectives.

(5) Upon receipt of the plan, the child and family shall
acknowledge their position by accepting or rejecting the
services and provisions in writing. If the plan is accepted, it
shall be implemented as soon as 1s practicable.

(6) The assigned case manager shall have responsibility &

Page 37 of 77
4/10/2025 7:49:55 AM 604-03431-25




1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064
1065
1066
1067
1068
1069
1070
1071
1072
1073
1074
1075
1076
1077
1078
1079
1080
1081
1082
1083

Florida Senate - 2025 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1344

T

hall g en L ] e .

fo—Pbe—responsible for implementing the plan. The department’s
authorized agent ease—manager shall periodically review the

progress towards achieving the objectives of the plan in order
to:

(a) Advise the case staffing committee of the need to make
adjustments to the plan; er

(b) Recommend a child in need of services petition be filed

by the department; or

(c)4)> Terminate the case as indicated by successful or

substantial achievement of the objectives of the plan.

(7) The parent, legal guardian, or Z*egat custodian may

convene a meeting of the case staffing committee—and—anyother

+ AT~y o 1o 2 + 14
T TIt—Ct

=N
o

ehitd. A case staffing committee meeting requested by a parent,
guardian, or legal custodian must be convened within 7 days,
excluding weekends and legal holidays, after the date the
department’s representative receives the request in writing.

(8) Any other member of the committee may convene a meeting

if voluntary family services have been offered and the services

have been rejected by the child or family, or the child has not

made measurable progress toward achieving the service plan

goals, and the member finds that doing so is in the best

interest of the family or child.

(9) A case staffing committee meeting must be convened

within 30 days after the date the case is referred by the court

pursuant to s. 984.151.

(10)48)> Within 7 days after meeting, the case staffing
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committee shall provide the parent, legal guardian, or degat
custodian with a written report that details the reasons for the
committee’s decision to recommend, or decline to recommend, that
the department file a petition alleging that the child is a
child in need of services.

(11) The case staffing committee may reconvene from time to

time as may be necessary to make adjustments to the plan.

Section 15. Section 984.13, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

984.13 Taking a child into custody a—ehild—altleged—toPbe

1 o~ a £ v za Ao r  + =N
T ICCO— O T—SCTT v CC o —0O<T cOoO—1O

(1) A child may be taken into custody:
(a) By a law enforcement officer when the officer

reasonably believes has—reasenable—greunds—tebelieve that the

child has run away from his or her parents, legal guardian, or

other—Jegat custodian.

(b) By a designated school representative pursuant to s.

1003.26(3) or a law enforcement officer when the officer

reasonably believes has—reaseonable—greounds—teo—believe that the

child is absent from school without authorization or is

suspended or expelled and is not in the presence of his or her

parent, e¥ legal guardian, or custodian, for the purpose of

delivering the child without unreasonable delay to the
appropriate school system site. For the purpose of this
paragraph, “school system site” includes, but is not limited to,
a center approved by the superintendent of schools for the
purpose of counseling students and referring them back to the

school system or an approved alternative to a suspension or
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expulsion program. If a student is suspended or expelled from
school without assignment to an alternative school placement,

the law enforcement officer or designated school representative

pursuant to s. 1003.26(3) shall deliver the child to the parent,

o¥ legal guardian, or custodian, to a location determined by the

parent, legal e¥ guardian, or custodian, or to a designated

truancy interdiction site until the parent or guardian can be
located.
(c) Pursuant to an order of the circuit court based upon

sworn testimony befere—or after a child in need of services

petition is filed under s. 984.15.

(d) Pursuant to an order of the circuit court based upon a

finding of contempt under this chapter for the purpose of

delivering the child to a designated shelter facility.

(e)+te By a law enforcement officer when the child
voluntarily agrees to or requests services pursuant to this
chapter or placement in a shelter.

(2) The person taking the child into custody shall:

(a) Release the child to a parent, legal guardian, Zlegax

custodian, or responsible adult relative and make a full written

report to the department’s authorized agent for families in need

of services within 3 days after release er—to—a—department

EEE~EN = E SR INE S o NP L NP R~ |
TeCO—0CT—SCT v = CtS o=

servieces—provider if the person taking the child into custody
reasonably believes has—reasenablte—grounds—teo—beltieve the child

has run away from a parent, legal guardian, or Zegat* custodian;

is truant; or is ungovernable and beyond the control of the

, ' , ' s+ follewing suceh release;
arent uardian, or legal custodians—Ffeid & h 1
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1148 1. The parent, legal guardian, or custodian is unavailable

1149 to take immediate custody of the child;

1150 2. The child requested voluntary family services and

1151 shelter placement;

1152 3. A court order under this chapter for shelter placement

1153 has been issued; or

1154 4. The child and the parent, legal guardian, or custodian

1155 |voluntarily agree the child is in need of temporary shelter

1156 |placement and such placement is necessary to provide a safe

1157 |place for the child to remain until the parents and child can

1158 agree on conditions for the child’s safe return home.

1159 (c) Deliver the child to a hospital for necessary

1160 evaluation and treatment if the child is reasonably believed to

1161 |be suffering from a serious physical condition which requires

1162 |either prompt diagnosis or treatment.

1163 (d) Deliver the child to a designated public receiving

1164 facility as defined in s. 394.455 for examination under s.

1165 394.463 if the child is reasonably believed to be mentally ill,

1166 |including immediate threat of suicide as provided in s.
1167 [394.463(1).

1168 (e) Deliver the child to a hospital, addictions receiving

1169 |facility, or treatment resource if the child is reasonably

1170 believed to be intoxicated and has threatened, attempted, or
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inflicted physical harm on himself or herself or another, or is

incapacitated by substance abuse.
(3) If the child is taken into custody and by—er is

delivered to a shelter—thedepartment, the department’s

authorized agent apprepriaterepresentative of the department

shall review the facts and make such further inquiry as

necessary to determine whether the child shall remain in

shelter, receive voluntary family services that would allow the

child alleged to be from a family in need of services to remain

at home, eustedy or be released. Ynltess shelter is reguired—as

ereovided—Trn——s—9844 ) +—Fhedeportrent——shatts
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Section 16. Section 984.14, Florida Statutes, is amended to

984.14 Voluntary shelter services placement;—hearing.—

(1) Temporary voluntary shelter services provided by the

department shall provide a safe environment with 24-hour care

and supervision, referrals for services as needed, and education

at the center or offsite and counseling services for children.
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Section 17. Section 984.15, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

984.15 Petition for a child in need of services.—

(1) All proceedings seeking an adjudication that a child is
a child in need of services shall be initiated by the filing of
a petition by an attorney representing the department or by the

or tegat custodian. FH—ea—-ehiltd

child’s parent, legal guardian,

N2y 12N EaY N2y

n o

1 Az N e nlac~sa~~ - o 1+eor ~avmvaa o o
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(2) (a) The department shall file a petition for a child in

need of services 1f the child meets the definition of a child in

need of services, and the case manrager—or staffing committee

recommends ¥eguests that a petition be filed and:

1. The family and child have in good faith, but
unsuccessfully, used the services and process described in ss.
984.11 and 984.12; or

2. The family or child have refused &t} services described
in ss. 984.11 and 984.12 after reasonable efforts by the

department to involve the family and child in voluntary family

services and—treatment.
(b) Once the requirements in paragraph (a) have been met,

the department shall file a petition for a child in need of

services as soon as practicable within45—days.
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(c) The petition shall be in writing, shall state the
specific grounds uwrder—s+—984-063%)> by which the child is
designated a child in need of services, and shall certify that
the conditions prescribed in paragraph (a) have been met. The
petition shall be signed by the petitioner under oath stating
good faith in filing the petition and shall be signed by an
attorney for the department.

(3) (a) The parent, legal guardian, or +egalr custodian may
file a petition alleging that a child is a child in need of
services if:

1. The department waives the requirement for a case
staffing committee.

2. The department fails to convene a meeting of the case
staffing committee within 7 days, excluding weekends and legal
holidays, after receiving a written request for such a meeting
from the child’s parent, legal guardian, or *ega+ custodian.

3. The parent, legal guardian, or +egad custodian does not
agree with the plan for services offered by the case staffing
committee.

4. The department fails to provide a written report within
7 days after the case staffing committee meets, as required
under s. 984.12(10) s—984-3248).

(b) The parent, legal guardian, or +ega+ custodian must

give the department prior written notice of intent to file the
petition. If, at the arraignment hearing, the court finds that
such written notice of intent to file the petition was not
provided to the department, the court shall dismiss the
petition, postpone the hearing until such written notice is

given, or, if the department agrees, proceed with the
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arraignment hearing. The petition must be served on the
department’s office of general counsel.

(c) The petition must be in writing and must set forth
specific facts alleging that the child is a child in need of
services as—defined3ins+—984-03{3). The petition must also
demonstrate that the parent, legal guardian, or Zegalt custodian
has in good faith, but unsuccessfully, participated in the
services and processes described in ss. 984.11 and 984.12.

(4)+e) The petition must be signed by the petitioner under
oath.

(5)+e> The court, on its own motion or the motion of any
party or the department, shall determine the legal sufficiency
of a petition filed under this subsection and may dismiss any
petition that lacks sufficient grounds. In addition, the court
shall verify that the child is not:

(a)+= The subject of a pending investigation into an
allegation or suspicion of abuse, neglect, or abandonment;

(b)2+ The subject of a pending petition referrat alleging
that the child is delinquent; or

(c)3= Under the current supervision of the department or

the Department of Children and Families for an adjudication or

withholding of adjudication of delinquency or dependency.

(6)44)r The form of the petition and any additional contents

shall be determined by rules of procedure adopted by the Supreme

Court.

(7)45)> The petitioner department—orthe parent—guardiany

v leoeen
A _L\_/vu_l_

prieor—+te the child is being adjudicated a child in need of

oo
o

toddiarn may withdraw a petition at any time before

services.
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Section 18. Section 984.151, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

984.151 Early truancy intervention; truancy petition;
judgment preoseeuvtieon;—dispesitien.—

(1) If the school determines that a student subject to

compulsory school attendance has had at least five unexcused
absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within
a calendar month or 10 unexcused absences, or absences for which
the reasons are unknown, within a 90-calendar-day period
pursuant to s. 1003.26(1) (b), or has had more than 15 unexcused
absences in a 90-calendar-day period, the superintendent of
schools or his or her designee may file a truancy petition
seeking early truancy intervention.

(2) The petition shall be filed in the circuit in which the

student is enrolled in school.
(3) Original jurisdiction to hear a truancy petition shall
be in the circuit court; however, the circuit court may use a

general or special magistrate master pursuant to Supreme Court

rules. Upon the filing of the petition, the clerk shall issue a
summons to the parent, legal guardian, or +egad+ custodian of the
student, directing that person and the student to appear for a
hearing at a time and place specified.

(4) The petition must contain the following: the name, age,
and address of the student; the name and address of the
student’s parent or guardian; the school where the student is
enrolled; the efforts the school has made to get the student to

attend school in compliance with s. 1003.26; the number of out-

of-school contacts between the school system and student’s

parent or guardian; and the number of days and dates of days the
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1374 student has missed school. The petition shall be sworn to by the
1375 superintendent or his or her designee.

1376 (5) Once the petition is filed, the court shall hear the
1377 |petition within 30 days.

1378 (6) The student and the student’s parent or guardian shall
1379 attend the hearing.

1380 (7) If the court determines that the student did miss any
1381 of the alleged days, the court shall enter an order finding the

1382 child to be a truant status offender and the court shall order

1383 |the student to attend school and order the parent, legal

1384 |guardian, or custodian to ensure that the student attends

1385 school. The court’s power under this subsection is limited to

1386 |entering orders to require the student to attend school and

1387 require the student and family to participate in services to

1388 encourage regular school attendance. The court—and may order

1389 |any of the following services:

1390 (a) The student to participate in atterrative—sanctions—Ee

1391 |inetude—mandatory attendance at alternative classes; fo—be

ISWEEE! oy o

Xz

1392 foltowed by mandateory community Servieeshours—feor a peried—up
1393 to—6—months;—thestudent—and
1394 (b) The student’s parent, legal e¥ guardian, or custodian

1395 to participate in parenting classes homemaker—orparent—aide

1396 |serviees;
1397 (c) The student or the student’s parent, legal e¥ guardian
1398 or custodian to participate in individual, group, or family

1399 |4ntensive—erisis counseling;

1400 (d) The student or the student’s parent, legal e¥ guardian

1401 or custodian to participate in community mental health services

1402 or substance abuse treatment services if available and
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1404 (e) The student and the student’s parent, legal er

1403 applicable;

1405 |guardian, or custodian to participate in services serviee

1406 |provided by state or community weotuntaryor—community agencies,
1407 if appropriate as—avaitabte, including services for families in

1408 need of services as provided in s. 984.11;

1409 (f) The student and the student’s parent, legal guardian,

1410 or custodian to attend meetings with school officials to address

1411 the child’s educational needs, classroom assignment, class

1412 schedule, and other barriers to school attendance identified by

1413 the child’s school, the child or his or her family;

1414 (g) The student and the student’s parent, legal guardian,

1415 or custodian to engage in learning activities provided by the

1416 school board as to why education is important and the potential

1417 impact on the child’s future employment and education options if

1418 the attendance problem persists; or

1419 (h) =a»d The student or the student’s parent, legal e=

1420 guardian, or custodian to participate in vocational ory job

1421 training—er——employment—servieces.

1422 (8) If the student does not substantially comply with

1423 |compulsory school attendance and court-ordered services required

1424 under sueecessiulilyecompltete—+the sanetions—ordered—3n subsection

1425 (7), and the child meets the definition of a child in need of

1426 services, the case shall be referred by the court to the

1427 department’s authorized agent for review by the case staffing

1428 committee under s. 984.12 with a recommendation to file a

1429 |petition for child in need of services ehild—in-neced-of-servieces

1430 |petitiern under s. 984.15. The court shall review the case not

1431 less than every 45 days to determine whether the child is in
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substantial compliance with compulsory education or if the case

should be referred to the case staffing committee in accord with

this subsection.

(9) If the student substantially complies with compulsory

school attendance the court shall close the truancy case.

(10) If the child is adjudicated a child in need of

services pursuant to s. 984.21, the truancy case shall be closed

and jurisdiction relingquished in accordance with s. 984.04.

(11) The court may retain jurisdiction of any case in which

the child is noncompliant with compulsory education and the

child does not meet the definition of a child in need of

services under this chapter until jurisdiction lapses pursuant
to s. 984.04.

(12) The court may not order a child placed in shelter

pursuant to this section unless the court has found the child to

be in contempt for violation of a court order under s. 984.009.

(13)49)» The parent, legal guardian, or +egat* custodian and

the student shall participate, as required by court order, in
any sanctions or services required by the court under this
section, and the court shall enforce such participation through
its contempt power.

(14) Any truant student that meets the definition of a

child in need of services and who has been found in contempt for

violation of a court order under s. 984.09 two or more times

shall be referred to the case staffing committee under s. 984.12

with a recommendation to file a petition for a child in need of

services.

(15) The clerk of court must serve any court order

referring the case to voluntary family services or the case
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staffing committee to the department’s office of general counsel

and to the department’s authorized agent.

Section 19. Subsections (3) and (5) of section 984.16,
Florida Statutes, are amended, and subsection (11) is added to
that section, to read:

984.16 Process and service for child in need of services

petitions.—
(3) The summons shall require the person on whom it is

served to appear for a hearing at a time, and place, and manner

'f' d EFseommt 10 ~o oo £ s~ MmNy Nty +h + 1 akh~11
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court +f—+the—ecourt—determines—thattheechitdl s presence—3s
reeessary. A copy of the petition shall be attached to the
summons .

(5) The jurisdiction of the court shall attach to the child

and the parent, legal guardian, or custodian—er—Ztegal—guardian

of the child and the case when the summons is served upon the
child or a parent, e¥ legal guardian, or aetwalr custodian of the
child; e¥ when the child is taken into custody with or without
service of summons and after filing of a petition for a child in

need of services; or when a party personally appears before the

court whichever occurs first, and thereafter the court may

control the child and case in accordance with this chapter.

(11) If a court takes action that directly involves a

student’s school, including, but not limited to, an order that a

student attend school, attend school with his or her parent,

requiring the parent to participate in meetings, including

parent-teacher conferences, Section 504 plan meetings or
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individualized education plan meetings to address the student’s

disability, the office of the clerk of the court shall provide

notice to the school of the court’s order.

Section 20. Section 984.17, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
984.17 Response to petition and representation of parties.—

(1) At the time a child in need of services petition is

filed, the court may appoint a guardian ad litem for the child.
(2) No answer to the petition or any other pleading need be

filed by any child, parent, e¥ legal guardian, or custodian, but

any matters which might be set forth in an answer or other
pleading may be pleaded orally before the court or filed in
writing as any such person may choose. Notwithstanding the
filing of an answer or any pleading, the child and e* parent,

legal guardian, or custodian shall, before prier—+e an

adjudicatory hearing, be advised by the court of the right to
counsel.

(3) When a petition for a child in need of services has
been filed and the parents, legal guardian, or *ega+ custodian
of the child and the child have advised the department that the
truth of the allegations is acknowledged and that no contest is
to be made of the adjudication, the attorney representing the
department may set the case before the court for a disposition
hearing. If there is a change in the plea at this hearing, the
court shall continue the hearing to permit the attorney
representing the department to prepare and present the case.

(4) An attorney representing the department shall represent

the state in any proceeding in which the petition alleges that a

child is a child in need of services ard—in—which a party denies
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the—allegations—eof the petition andecontests—the adiudication.
Section 21 Section 984.18, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 22. Section 984.19, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

984.19 Medical screening and treatment of child;
examination of parent, legal guardian, or person requesting
custody.—

(1) When any child is to be placed in shelter care, the

department or its authorized agent may is—auwtherized—+te have a

medical screening provided for perfermed—en the child without

authorization from the court and without consent from a parent,
legal e¥ guardian, or custodian. Such medical screening shall be
provided perfeormed by a licensed health care professional and

shall be to screen examine the child for injury, illness, and

communicable diseases. In no case does this subsection authorize
the department to consent to medical treatment for such
children.

(2) When thedepartment—hasperformed the medical screening
authorized by subsection (1) or when it is otherwise determined
by a licensed health care professional that a child is in need
of medical treatment, consent for medical treatment shall be
obtained in the following manner:

(a)l. Consent to medical treatment shall be obtained from a

parent, legal e¥ guardian, or custodian of the child; or

2. A court order for such treatment shall be obtained.

(b) If a parent, legal e¥ guardian, or custodian of the

child is unavailable and his or her whereabouts cannot be
reasonably ascertained, and it is after normal working hours so

that a court order cannot reasonably be obtained, an authorized
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1548 agent of the department or its provider has the authority to
1549 consent to necessary medical treatment for the child. The

1550 authority of the department to consent to medical treatment in
1551 this circumstance is limited to the time reasonably necessary to
1552 obtain court authorization.

1553 (c) If a parent, legal e¥ guardian, or custodian of the

1554 child is available but refuses to consent to the necessary

1555 treatment, a court order is required, unless the situation meets
1556 |the definition of an emergency in s. 743.064 or the treatment
1557 needed is related to suspected abuse or neglect of the child by

1558 the parent or guardian. In such case, the department’s

1559 authorized agent may department—has—the—avthority—+te consent to

1560 |necessary medical treatment. This authority is limited to the
1561 time reasonably necessary to obtain court authorization.

1562
1563 In no case may the department consent to sterilization,

1564 abortion, or termination of life support.

1565 (3) A judge may order that a child alleged to be or

1566 |adjudicated a child in need of services be examined by a

1567 licensed health care professional. The judge may also order such
1568 child to be evaluated by a psychiatrist or a psychologist, by a
1569 district school board educational needs assessment team, or, if
1570 a developmental disability is suspected or alleged, by the

1571 developmental disability diagnostic and evaluation team of the

1572 Department of Children and Families or Agency for Persons with

1573 Disabilities. The judge may order a family assessment if that

1574 assessment was not completed at an earlier time. If it is
1575 necessary to place a child in a residential facility for such

1576 |evaluation, then the criteria and procedure established in s.
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1577 394.463(2) or chapter 393 shall be used, whichever is

1578 applicable. The educational needs assessment provided by the
1579 |district school board educational needs assessment team shall
1580 include, but not be limited to, reports of intelligence and

1581 achievement tests, screening for learning disabilities and other
1582 |handicaps, and screening for the need for alternative education
1583 |pursuant to s. 1003.53.

1584 (4) A judge may order that a child alleged to be or

1585 |adjudicated a child in need of services be treated by a licensed
1586 |health care professional. The judge may also order such child to
1587 receive mental health or intellectual disability services from a
1588 |psychiatrist, psychologist, or other appropriate service

1589 |provider. If it is necessary to place the child in a residential
1590 facility for such services, the procedures and criteria

1591 established in s. 394.467 or chapter 393 shall be used, as

1592 applicable. A child may be provided services in emergency

1593 situations pursuant to the procedures and criteria contained in
1594 S. 394.463 (1) or chapter 393, as applicable.

1595 (5) When there are indications of physical injury or

1596 illness, a licensed health care professional shall be

1597 immediately contacted eatted or the child shall be taken to the
1598 nearest available hospital for emergency care.

1599 (6) Except as otherwise provided herein, wmethimg—3in this

1600 section does not shall—lbedeemed—+teo eliminate the right of a

1601 |parent, legal & guardian, or custodian, or the child to consent

1602 to examination or treatment for the child.

1603 (7) Except as otherwise provided herein, wmethimg—3in this

1604 section does not shall-—bedeemed—+e alter the provisions of s.

1605 |743.064.
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(8) A court may order shallrnet—be prectuded fromordering

services or treatment to be provided to the child by a duly
accredited practitioner who relies solely on spiritual means for
healing in accordance with the tenets and practices of a church
or religious organization, when required by the child’s health

and when requested by the child.

(9) Nething—3n This section does not shall-be——econstryged—+teo
authorize the permanent sterilization of the child, unless such
sterilization is the result of or incidental to medically
necessary treatment to protect or preserve the life of the
child.

(10) For the purpose of obtaining an evaluation or

examination or receiving treatment as authorized pursuant to

OF

£ rm
T OTtt

this section, no child alteged—+tobeor found teobeaechit

Forms T <7 2~ A
Tty +Tit ettt

£
-

[0)]

shall be placed in a detention facility or other program used
primarily for the care and custody of children alleged or found
to have committed delinquent acts.

(11) The parents, legal guardian, or custodian guardiarn of

a child alleged to be or adjudicated a child in need of services
remain financially responsible for the cost of medical treatment
provided to the child even if one or both of the parents or if

the legal guardian, or custodian did not consent to the medical

treatment. After a hearing, the court may order the parents,

legal e¥ guardian, or custodian, if found able to do so, to

reimburse the department or other provider of medical services
for treatment provided.

(12) A judge may order a child under its jurisdiction to

submit to substance abuse evaluation, testing, and treatment in
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(13) At any time after the filing of a petition for a child

in need of services, when the mental or

including the blood group, of a parent,
person requesting custody of a child is

court may order the person to submit to

examination by a qualified professional.

physical condition,
or other

the

guardian,
in controversy,
a physical or mental

The order may be made

only upon good cause shown and pursuant to notice and procedures
as set forth by the Florida Rules of Juvenile Procedure.

Section 23. Section 984.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

984.20 Hearings for child in need of services ehilid—3in-—

Atz o~
ot TV

Hh

€S Cases.—

(1) ARRAIGNMENT HEARING.—
(a

within a reasonable time after the date of the filing of the

) The clerk shall set a date for an arraignment hearing

child in need of services petition. The court shall advise the

child and the parent, legal guardian, or custodian of the right

to counsel as provided in s. 984.07. Whenr—a—-echitdhasbeen—taken
1Tt crnat Ay Ity A £ + 1 PEPEERCE N NN PN I LA S NE SN R NN P B SN Y NN N |
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ewstedy+ The hearing shall be held for the child and the parent,

legal guardian, or custodian to admit, deny, or consent to

findings that a child is in need of services as alleged in the
If the child and the parent,

petition. legal guardian, or
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custodian admit or consent to the findings in the petition, the

court shall adjudicate the child a child in need of services and

proceed as set forth in the Florida Rules of Juvenile Procedure.
However, 1f either the child or the parent, legal guardian, or
custodian denies any of the allegations of the petition, the

court shall hold an adjudicatory hearing within a reasonable

n
time after the date of the arraignment hearing F—days—after—Ethe

hearln IWheoarn o ~h2 1A 1« 2+ o1ttt ~Acg + 1 narant P R I MR
g VIITTCTTT (& N i R e Ep W ) 1T CTIT A yw) L./UKA_Y g T t/uJ—\./llL./, \jou.\A..Lull,
PPN TR N I HENE PEE =GN 2N £ 7 3~ £ o At g~ +h oloarl a1l o+
A —cUo U U LITILy ut/ull T J——L—L—Lllv g (& t/\_, C LT LUy T |\ E N [SSJ5 i N &> iy =y [
N Ao+ fFr Ny S g At A g ey rga gy o A AT + 2 £ rm
T AT T T [ S IT uJ_J_uL\jlllllClll‘ ITCTT Lll\j W I CTTITTT T [ SN @ S ) W i i 5 B U S ) C T 1Tt
e Aot £ v+ £ . o S A (I L : : and
ttC—CatC— O+t —tiC—= Tttt —pPetTtItIot= if the child or the

parent, legal guardian, or custodian request a continuance to

obtain an attorney. The case shall be rescheduled for an

arraignment hearing within a reasonable period of time to allow

n + 1 o

for consultation adsmit P NP S PN S P R PPN S ri+
(%A N | § Sy w A UTIT o CTITTT (- a—y aIT L/L\A._J | AW . L/LL.,_LUJ.J., T AL W i Sy
P NP B RS A e et Eab b 4 Tl ds Dl A £ Tiarzan 1]
[ 4 & =y = tJ.L\J\.zCC\J- & e [y O 1T CIT =TT T (LI S U g S SR W 4 @& § VYOI TO A\ - UV T I 1T
Dracadiie Hatcatzar 3£ LI PN 1 aht 14 +r +1 Aarant Srrardd an
T T O C T OO T LTIOWT VT L7y i - - o T CITCT 1T T CIT 1K A\ = T tJuJ_CllL_, \jou_\J._Lull,
PR S [ PN DN LN £ o+ T lamat st e £ AT 4 A £
O C oo COoOTTITTIT AT TT I TS u.11_y O T LAL_L_LC\jLALl—_LULLQ A\ - |\ i R Ep By W § =TT T TS oL
P + 1 P S, ST M M PPN, I PN o [ e S N U PP ROV, I SV
A)\./J—V—L\./\./A), T \NPA U W R S o LI 1T 10 T 1T [ muy (_/L\A.J LS S\ R i P &P B U N J.L\_,(_/LJ__LJ.J.& /A S U N R i A L
NPT | 4+ 4 Frem +1 Ao £ o+ N LN S AP v
T OO oOoUlITOXD 1T C LTI 1 UTIT T W N & B W . T (_/LJ_J_(_/L_L&J.J.lI.L\_,J.J.L_, T TO T _I_J.J.y .

(c) If at the arraignment hearing the child and the parent,
legal guardian, or custodian consents or admits to the

allegations in the petition and the court determines that the

o

petition meets the requirements of s. 984.15(5) s+—984-35(3+fe}),

the court shall proceed to hold a disposition hearing at the
earliest practicable time that will allow for the completion of

a predisposition study.
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(d) Failure of a person served with notice to appear at the

arraignment hearing constitutes the person’s consent to the

adjudication of the child as a child in need of services. The

document containing the notice to respond or appear must

contain, in type as large as the balance of the document, the

following or substantially similar language:

FATLURE TO APPEAR AT THE ARRAIGNMENT HEARING

CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO THE ADJUDICATION OF THIS CHILD

AS A CHILD IN NEED OF SERVICES AND MAY RESULT IN THE

COURT ENTERING AN ORDER OF DISPOSITION AND PLACING THE
CHILD INTO SHELTER.

If a person appears for the arraignment hearing and the court

orders that person to appear, either physically or through

audio-video communication technology, at the adjudicatory

hearing for the child in need of services case, stating the

date, time, place, and, if applicable, the instructions for

appearance through audio-video communication technology, of the

adjudicatory hearing, that person’s failure to appear for the

scheduled adjudicatory hearing constitutes consent to

adjudication of the child as a child in need of services.

(2) ADJUDICATORY HEARING.-—

(a) The adjudicatory hearing shall be held as soon as
practicable after the petition for a child in need of services
is filed and in accordance with the Florida Rules of Juvenile
Procedure, but reasonable delay for the purpose of

investigation, discovery, or procuring counsel or witnesses

shall, whenever practicable, be granted. F—theehiltdis—in
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(b) Adjudicatory hearings shall be conducted by the judge
without a jury, applying the rules of evidence in use in civil

cases and adjourning the hearings from time to time as

b
o

1N " tg
TOTT T—w

qr

1~
=

H-

necessary. In an adjudicatory & hearing emn—a—pets

w
il

T

1o o Ak izl N a
To—a—CtT = cv S,

B

+ A n A
T & T CCs

|,__I.
Hh
B

] 1o 211l A~~A
= TSRS = m m SAS ASAS &

preponderance of evidence shall be required to establish that

the child is in need of services. If the court finds the

allegations are proven by a preponderance of evidence and the

child is a child in need of services, the court shall enter an

order of adjudication.

(c) All hearings, except as hereinafter provided, shall be

open to the public, and no person shall be excluded therefrom
except on special order of the judge who, in his or her
discretion, may close any hearing to the public when the public
interest or the welfare of the child, in his or her opinion, 1is
best served by so doing. Hearings involving more than one child
may be held simultaneously when the several children involved
are related to each other or were involved in the same case. The

child and the parent, legal guardian, or custodian of the child
may be examined separately and apart from each other.

(3) DISPOSITION HEARING.-—
(a)

[ON
qr
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At the disposition hearing, +f—the—ecourt—Ffin

ot 11 oA 1 N PN S A n £ o ~Aha 1A 2 A = £ vtz Ao
[ SN @ R Uy wyw) @ i e \j A8 =TT CIT tJ C T CITOUTT A\ - r |2 i Ep By W 5 =TT T A8 A\ = [=] [ A Vg i oy =]
were—provenr—tn—the adiudieateoryhearingy The court shall receive

and consider a predisposition study, which shall be in writing
and be presented by an authorized agent of the department or its

provider.
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42> The predisposition study shall cover:

1. All treatment and services that the parent, legal
guardian, or custodian and child received.

2. The love, affection, and other emotional ties existing
between the family parents and the child.

3. The capacity and disposition of the parents, legal

guardian, or custodian to provide the child with food, clothing,

medical care or other remedial care recognized and permitted
under the laws of this state in lieu of medical care, and other
material needs.

4. The length of time that the child has lived in a stable,
satisfactory environment and the desirability of maintaining
continuity.

5. The permanence, as a family unit, of the existing or
proposed custodial home.

6. The moral fitness of the parents, legal guardian, or

custodian.

7. The mental and physical health of the family.

8. The home, school, and community record of the child.

9. The reasonable preference of the child, if the court
deems the child to be of sufficient intelligence, understanding,
and experience to express a preference.

10. Any other factor considered by the court to be
relevant.

(b) The predisposition study also shall provide the court
with documentation regarding:

1. The availability of appropriate prevention, services,
and treatment for the parent, legal guardian, custodian, and

child to prevent the removal of the child from the home or to
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reunify the child with the parent, legal guardian, or custodian
after removal or to reconcile the problems between the family
parent;—guardian—or—eustedian and the child.s+

2. The inappropriateness of other prevention, treatment,
and services that were available.s

3. The efforts by the department to prevent shelter euvwt—-of-—
kome placement of the child or, when applicable, to reunify the
parent, legal guardian, or custodian if appropriate services
were available.+

4. Whether voluntary family #he services were provided.s+

5. If the voluntary family services and treatment were

provided, whether they were sufficient to meet the needs of the
child and the family and to enable the child to remain at home
or to be returned home.s

6. If the voluntary family services and treatment were not

provided, the reasons for such lack of provision.;—and

7. The need for, or appropriateness of, continuing such
treatment and services if the child remains in the custody of
the parent, legal guardian, or custodian or if the child is
placed outside the home.

(c) If placement of the child with anyone other than the
child’s parent, guardian, or custodian is being considered, the
study shall include the designation of a specific length of time
as to when custody by the parent, guardian, or custodian shall
be reconsidered.

(d) A copy of this predisposition study shall be furnished
to the person having custody of the child at the time such
person is notified of the disposition hearing.

(e) After review of the predisposition study and other
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1809 relevant materials, the court shall hear from the parties and

1810 consider all recommendations for court-ordered services,

1811 |evaluations, treatment and required actions designed to remedy

1812 the child’s truancy, ungovernable behavior, or running away. The

1813 |court shall enter an order of disposition.
1814

1815 Any other relevant and material evidence, including other

1816 |written or oral reports, may be received by the court in its
1817 |effort to determine the action to be taken with regard to the
1818 child and may be relied upon to the extent of its probative
1819 |value, even though not competent in an adjudicatory hearing.
1820 |Except as provided in paragraph (2) (c), nmethinmg—3n this section
1821 does not shadtt prohibit the publication of proceedings in a
1822 hearing.

1823 (4) REVIEW HEARINGS.—

1824 (a) The court shall hold a review hearing within 45 days
1825 |after the disposition hearing. Additional review hearings may be

1826 |held as necessary, allowing sufficient time for the child and

1827 family to work toward compliance with the court orders and

1828 |monitoring by the case manager. No longer than 90 days may

1829 |elapse between judicial review hearings buwt—sme—tess—than45days
1830 |afte i
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1831 (b) The parent, legal guardian, or custodian and the child

1832 shall be noticed to appear for the review hearing. The

1833 department must appear at the review hearing. If the parent,

1834 legal guardian, or custodian does not appear at a review

1835 |hearing, or if the court finds good cause to waive the child’s

1836 |presence, the court may proceed with the hearing and enter

1837 orders that affect the child and family accordingly.
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3) If the court finds by a preponderance of evidence that

the child named in a petition is a child in need of services,

but—etects rnot—to Pproceedunder subseetieon—2)++ it shall

incorporate that finding in an order of adjudication entered in
the case, briefly stating the facts upon which the finding is
made, and the court shall thereafter have full authority under
this chapter to provide for the child as adjudicated.

(1)44> An order of adjudication by a court that a child is

a child in need of services is a civil adjudication, and is

serviees——shalt not be deemed a conviction, nor shall the child

be deemed to have been found guilty or to be a delinquent or

criminal by reason of £hat adjudication, nor shall that
adjudication operate to impose upon the child any of the civil
disabilities ordinarily imposed by or resulting from conviction
or disqualify or prejudice the child in any civil service
application or appointment.

Section 25. Section 984.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

984.22 Powers of disposition.—

(1) If the court finds that services and treatment have not
been provided or used wtilized by a child or family, the court

having jurisdiction of the child in need of services shall have

the power to direct the least intrusive and least restrictive
disposition, as follows:

(a) Order the parent, legal guardian, or custodian and the

Page 66 of 77
4/10/2025 7:49:55 AM 604-03431-25




1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924

Florida Senate - 2025
Bill No. CS for SB 1344

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

T

child to participate in treatment, services, and any other
alternative identified as necessary.

(b) Order the parent, legal guardian, or custodian to pay a
fine or fee based on the recommendations of the department.

(2) When any child is adjudicated by the court to be a
child in need of services, the court having jurisdiction of the

child and parent, legal guardian, or custodian shall have the

power, by order, to:
(a) Place the child under the supervision of the

department’s authorized agent eentraeted provider of programs

and services for children in need of services and families 1in

(4

need of services. The term “supervision,? for the purposes of

this section, means services as defined by the contract between
the department and the provider.

(b) Place the child in the temporary legal custody of an
adult willing to care for the child.

(c) Commit the child to a licensed child-caring agency
willing to receive the child and to provide services without
compensation from the department.

(d) Order the child, and, if the court finds it
appropriate, or custodian of the

child,

the parent, legal guardian,
to render community service in a public service program.

(e) Order the child placed in shelter pursuant to s.
984.225 or s. 984.226.

(3) When any child is adjudicated by the court to be a

child in need of services and temporary legal custody of the

child has been placed with an adult willing to care for the
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1925 the court shall order the natural or adoptive parents of such
1926 child, including the natural father of such child born out of
1927 wedlock who has acknowledged his paternity in writing before the
1928 court, or the guardian of such child’s estate if possessed of
1929 |assets which under law may be disbursed for the care, support,
1930 and maintenance of such child, to pay child support to the adult

1931 relative caring for the child, the licensed child-caring agency,

1932 the department efJuvenite—Justiee, or the Department of

1933 |Children and Families. When such order affects the guardianship
1934 |estate, a certified copy of such order shall be delivered to the
1935 |judge having Jjurisdiction of such guardianship estate. If the
1936 court determines that the parent is unable to pay support,

1937 |placement of the child shall not be contingent upon issuance of
1938 a support order. The department may employ a collection agency
1939 |to receive, collect, and manage fer—the purposce—ofreeceivingy
1940 |eettecting;—and managing the payment of unpaid and delinquent

1941 fees. The collection agency must be registered and in good

1942 standing under chapter 559. The department may pay to the
1943 |collection agency a fee from the amount collected under the
1944 claim or may authorize the agency to deduct the fee from the

1945 amount collected.

1946 A —A 1l —paoyments—of feesmaode—+to—the depaortment—under +£his
1947

1948

1949 | Revenve—Fund-

1950 (4)45> In carrying out the provisions of this chapter, the

1951 court shall order the child, family, parent, legal guardian, or

1952 custodian of a child who is found to be a child in need of

1953 services to participate in family counseling and other

Page 68 of 77
4/10/2025 7:49:55 AM 604-03431-25




1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982

Florida Senate - 2025 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1344

T

professional counseling activities or other alternatives deemed

necessary to address the needs fer—therehabilitatien of the

child and family.

(5)+6> The participation and cooperation of the family,
parent, legal guardian, or custodian, and the child with court-
ordered services, treatment, or community service are mandatory,
not merely voluntary. The court may use its contempt powers to
enforce its orders exrder.

Section 26. Section 984.225, Florida Statutes, 1s amended

to read:

984.225 Powers of disposition; placement in a staff-seeure

shelter.—

(1) Subject—+to speecifielegistative appropriatieny The
court may order that a child adjudicated as a child in need of

services be placed in shelter to enforce the court’s orders, to

ensure the child attends school, to ensure the child receives

needed counseling, and to ensure the child adheres to a service

plan. While a child is in a shelter, the child shall receive

education commensurate with his or her grade level and

educational ability. The department, or the department’s

authorized agent, must verify to the court that a shelter bed is

available for the child. If the department or the department’s

authorized agent verifies that a bed is not available, the

department shall place the child’s name on a waiting list. The

child who has been on the waiting list the longest shall get the

next available bed. ferup—+to 90 days—in a staff-seeuvre shetter

£+

(2) The court shall order the parent, legal guardian, or

custodian to cooperate with reunification efforts and
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participate in counseling. If a parent, legal guardian, or

custodian prefers to arrange counseling or other services with a

private provider in lieu of using services provided by the

department, the family shall pay all costs associated with those

services.

(3) Placement of a child under this section is designed to

provide residential care on a temporary basis. Such placement

does not abrogate the legal responsibilities of the parent,

legal guardian, or custodian with respect to the child, except

to the extent that those responsibilities are temporarily

altered by court order.

(a) The court may order any child adjudicated a child in

need of services to be placed in shelter for up to 35 days.

(b) After other alternative, less restrictive, remedies

have been exhausted, the child may be placed in shelter for up

to 90 days if:
1.4 The child’s parent, legal guardian, or +ega®

custodian refuses to provide food, clothing, shelter, and
necessary parental support for the child and the refusal is a
direct result of an established pattern of significant
disruptive behavior of the child in the home of the parent,
legal guardian, or +ega+ custodian;

2.4 The child refuses to remain under the reasonable care

and custody of the his—er—her parent, legal guardian, or tegalt

custodian, as evidenced by repeatedly running away and failing
to comply with a court order; or

3.4e> The child has failed to successfully complete an
alternative treatment program or to comply with & court-ordered

services samretier and the child has been placed in a shelter

Page 70 of 77
4/10/2025 7:49:55 AM 604-03431-25




COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

2025

Florida Senate

Bill No.

CS for SB 1344

O
[Q\
~
[Q\
~
~

@ O O h ¢
0} < . P
O e ~ T n ~ ~ Au n“ .hn.. .hu —H
L oa g T| L P D by IV
0] © . a a 0] N @ - & D — fol P
] n “ h - n - 0] k [4) @ ‘hu Rty .hn.. - D -
- ) H| O O Hl S| 4| ®© D & O HOF® @ I I 3
o It 9 - ol o P T 4p P »
3 O —| © | @®© i) P P v 0 ¢ & P P G P h
n ol S > B ® © r —| O N P <4 4 D b
S cl ® 4 O ~ | O] © S 0 o] £ D o KT g K i
3 < 0 © <ol < - ol o < pS D @ o . & D
Q, O Ll ol | Al P O V| «| o A LT ofw w9 A
~ Sl nl © A Al 0 a ) B b ¢© @ o &
o o gl O o o g o g ~| O >N o] Al n| §F D uh BP0 RO
O o| €| O ©| O & 3| L| & Q S H 0| F < D L@ < <+
-H O 7l ol o] A H| ol g » Pl Al RO D) N < U = T i IoH P
0 (0] ol ©O a O = = Q c ©| — D D - D 4 I
@ B o ®© N O el W O Hl | 4| b HowH e W . o] D bl
O ®© —| O L| L| | B| L H| H| O w| & 4 s O ¢ ¢ L H H o
O O nl &4 o < | MM in} Tl © D H PP D - D
o -d o gl o] ¢ ol ® o - © Tl © Mm L& Q0 - § HOH . ¢
o sl @« O] 4| H| W 2| o o] o < d, O S R T B DN
“ ] —| ~ Ol ®© ol O | -H o| £ T D . -H he n ® — ¢ D @
o - .4l O| O] o T| wnl £ T| Q O O S| ¢ b » ¢ O » O Db P
- O al — o - @ -AH| O O| ©f b HooPp P & - {
4 ®© ol = w 0] L MOl g Pl gl oH b oo ST SR N OR -H E & ¢ N
Q, S| A & ® 8| 4 S| o] 4l | Hdl g (PR + N (R PR A oY )
a o| © Pl ol af O | wnl © T| O 4 D D H D - oo
o O c & -l © 2 o Qf O H ) n o P ¢ ¢ © R O o
g o Dl O o] 4| o ql o 90 | 9| ib D O T k) I S
o Q Sl P o - ~ O O M~ M| O | | 4 44 H D D (o) b D
z| £ ol V| g L <o O W o -— ® Y [OR N - ¢ ¢ D ®
P 0 ST Ol L] 4| © L a V| S| S e ¢ ¢ - D g W4
n Sl 4 <] 0] © 4 g o O L Q] v O| f NIER A TR O B SR b 4 P
Ve S| 0 v S o o ® S| O M ) o) 0 O 0O 5 O O
0) ol ¥ = o| 4| = Q] o] < ¥| Wl .4 T ¢ 4D D 0 (
— O gl H| O > SO Q| © 4| O 4 e ¢ L& P D 4 h
— @ O O H4| O] o O & - 3 o, [ NIRT SR » B« N S 1)) P @
LA — S al Q S Gl > 3| O O L ¢, @ -H @ ® PR T
© o —l w| gl d| o L»| o Hl © @« o] O| a| & -Ho b FITI S S =
¢ sl > Al | ¢ ¢ g < ) o) D & & ¢ 0 & D
- c| ® L 4 O o o] 4 H 0| O & ¢ O >R R VIR r OB | F O ¥
o o - n| O | o n| g < 0| wnl O 3| S| | b D 4 O D h 4 P
< Ol | @ | | | L O L 4| .| o B D W HO) (VI ON
i P O O O O © Q| “f H b [{ ] D | H O d oA
] < o) ~ | H o) O O | ~ Q| d — D D -H fon d, D [«
H S H 4] O H| >| O T| O D o, ¢ @ W -H g - IR OV
0) ol € o o] nl P o] H|l o ol A § S H F w4 d O
i) ol -l < nl © nl n o - N D D - -H D ¢ ¢
4 < L H| g O g Gl M O @ EORE D & ¥ D @ ¢ ®
o ol Pl o] © gl o] ©f < o o o < .4 b 4 P 0 4 D joF
ol Al <© gl © -A ol V| Al o P| & o) > P &0
9w 1| 2 2 Hl © Ll | -H| © T el — ~ ™ ¢ D eh # ~
o O —| 4| O ®©| | L T| H| L < Rt S R ()P 1) D @ b
- T O £ O ©® T| & B © © O ©f g L <46 - b & O H @
9 Hl ~ < €| g of Al ¢ < o] o 3| o H| 4 O O $H T O P 4+~ ¢ -f
o | < 0| Al wl L |l O] vl -H T| O g| =| £ @ £ H ¢ op -H  fE
g~ gl B nl o| g H| © 2 -+ (VIS = D #H O O + T P
s [0} 0] Hl B S| wl gl L] A al | - 0] kSl on H D Ud
- H o0 O O] 4| O] g O 4l < -4 ®© gl O B B £ | (A S L Y . R
3 ol L 3 3 O 3| 3 o g ®© P @& @ [OT I 0 Q
o Y —| O| O 4f O] o O] O| 4l o O - oy D P U D -M D B @
O O o Tl Ol O] U] 4| O 4| ©f | O O P v E H T O E D ¢ P
N MO SN O I~ Wm0 O 4 N M S N W I~ W o0 O A N M S 0w >~ 0 O O
— =4 4 =4 H4 4 =4 4 N N N N N N N N N NOO O O O OO0 O0 0o
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O 0O O O O o o o
NN NN NN NN NN NN N NN NN N (N

Page 71 of 77

604-03431-25

49:55 AM

4/10/2025 7



2041
2042
2043
2044
2045
2046
2047
2048
2049
2050
2051
2052
2053
2054
2055
2056
2057
2058
2059
2060
2061
2062
2063
2064
2065
2066
2067
2068
2069

Florida Senate - 2025 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1344

T

Saan~g At A aa b A A A A AAda AT 9y oAz g A A +hea ~ha11A
oo o ITTOC T W ITCTT CTIT ) @ R S ) AT u\JLALl;_)CJ.J_LL\j t/J.\JVJ_MCM [y CTIT |\ i R S W 8
A A Loy EIR SN NE LY IENE NP NI SO B — =S i =N =220 T 2 AN =N T - A - — Ntz oo
AT J.(_A.LLI.J_J__Y, LTT Ao T oOTTOTUITCT™ W ITCTTT CTIT RN ¥ 4 § i - [=J € N N e S [y t/u & )
dotaorma s Ihy + o it Comma tmant £ o ok a1 e Ay o
A8 (= [ S ) ) A A A8 J\J_Y CTIT AN R Sy wy UTTHTIT I TTIT T g & N i R e SR W \C AW - CIT 1O
A~ o n 2o A~ca e~~~ 4+ Ny ~xza A a1 AANtE 2 S o e n o P NPNE N
=] = CITCUTT =y oL U_L\jl.l oL [ a LJJ_UV_L\A - (=W i T T 1TTr T A2y g =y 1T (& (= J.I.I.LJUJ_LA.J__Y
* g g
oo Aanaalhg 744 2 o £ +1h narant P TETNE Y N »r ] ol PEEE Wk o R
_LCQtJ\JllLJLULLL IO oL [ i tJLAI..LClll., \jLALAL.L\ALLALll, A= LC\jLAL AT NS L LW AW S Sy @ i i §
watEh Ao~ + 1 oha 1A oot + + 1 +ant +h o+ o
W I CTT _LCQtJC\.zl. Ry [ i R mpu =y w ay CA\./CtJla Ry [ i AT TITTC | F S @ ay o CITT OO T
D NP LN N T N T B I PN tommrmanry s Tz S+ ey ~ i Ao
LCQFULLQLULLL (g =y vy} a1 l—CllltJ\JJ_LAL.LLL_Y LT CT 1T LJ_Y A\ AW i mpy w A SR i ue
(4 W1 1 N 2N T P R BN I ot L oA~ ahalt+~y +h aha 1 A
\_.[/ VVIT I I (& N i R pw Ep W = ) 1T (& o C O [ NPA UL W I S (S5 i S wp L/\/J_, T N i R e Ep W
akh 11 roaoa oy i+ o N o TrA A g e o wrtth o oo r ey o~ A ] tzen ]
[SSJ5 3 N & iy =y [ S NP W) WP S VA ) A\NCAW I I UPY @ B USp SN i ) U T O OO T W I CTT T1T 15 A T vJ_(_A.\A.\_, [ S NEPR VA N
opd—eduecational—<abitity-

(5) If a child has not been reunited with his or her
parent, legal guardian, or d‘egat custodian at the expiration of
the 90-day commitment period, the court may order that the child

remain in the staff-seewre shelter for an additional 30 days if

the court finds that reunification could be achieved within that
period.

46> The department is deemed to have exhausted the
reasonable remedies offered under this chapter if, at the end of

the 90-day shelter eommitment period, the parent, legal

guardian, or +egatr custodian continues to refuse to allow the
child to remain at home or creates unreasonable conditions for

the child’s return. If, at the end of the 90-day shelter

commitment period, the child is not reunited with his or her
parent, legal guardian, or custodian due solely to the continued
refusal of the parent, legal guardian, or custodian to provide
food, clothing, shelter, and parental support, the child is
considered to be threatened with harm as a result of such acts

or omissions, and the court shall direct that the child be
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relating to such placement and, as a result of such failure, has
been found to be in direct or indirect contempt of court; or

(b) Run away from a 90-day staff-seewre shelter following
placement under s. 984.225 ex—s+—084-00.

The department or an authorized agent representative of the
department must verify to the court that a bed is available for

the child in a physically secure shelter. If a bed is not

available in a physically secure shelter, the court must stay

the placement until such a bed is available, and the department

must place the child’s name on a waiting list. The child who has
been on the waiting list the longest has first priority for

placement in the physically secure shelter. Physically secure

shelter placement may only be used when the child cannot receive

appropriate and available services due to the child running away

or refusing to cooperate with attempts to provide services in

other less restrictive placements setting.

(3) 44> A child may be placed in a physically secure shelter

setting for up to 90 days by order of the court. If a child has

not been reunited with his or her parent, guardian, or legal
custodian at the expiration of the placement in a physically
secure shelter settings the court may order that the child
remain in the physically secure shelter setting for an
additional 30 days if the court finds that reunification could
be achieved within that period.

(4)+45)(a) The court shall review the child’s placement once

within every 45 days to determine whether the child can be

returned home with the provision of ongoing services as—preovided
+Aa—s+—984-20.
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(b) At any time during the placement of a child in need of
services in a physically secure shelter setting, the department

or an authorized agent represertatiwe of the department may

submit to the court a report that recommends:

1. That the child has received all of the services
available from the physically secure shelter setting and is
ready for reunification with a parent or guardian; or

2. That the child is unlikely to benefit from continued
placement in the physically secure shelter setting and is more
likely to have his or her needs met in a different type of

placement. The court may order that the child be transitioned

from a physically secure shelter to a shelter placement as

provided in s. 984.225 upon a finding that the physically secure

shelter is no longer necessary for the child’s safety and to

provide needed services.

(c) The court shall determine i1if the parent, legal

guardian, or custodian has reasonably participated in and has

fipaneiatdty contributed to or participated in the child’s

counseling and treatment program.
(d) If the court finds an inadequate level of support or
participation by the parent, legal guardian, or custodian before

the end of the placement, the court shall direct a staffing to

take place with the Department of Children and Families £hat—the

akha 1A W handlaA Sa o~ A~ Aarndt Al 71 A EREEREA Pk S NN ~ NN I =N
Crrrr O OoC—TarttGrCt—aS e Pttt =GOy  Jour o C oo St 0T
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CIrrr=C S CofC—Sttar OGO verrnCo oy CriopttTT—

(e) If the child requires long-term residential mental
health treatment or residential care for a developmental

disability, the court shall refer the child
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================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete lines 102 - 117

and insert:
placements; requiring a court to direct a staffing to
take place with the Department of Children and
Families under certain circumstances; authorizing
transfer to the custody of the Agency for Persons with
Disabilities in certain circumstances; amending s.
984.226, F.S.; authorizing contracting for physically
secure shelters; deleting provisions on representation
in certain proceedings; requiring exhaustion of less
restrictive placements before a child may be placed in
a physically secure shelter; providing a time limit on
secure shelter orders; providing legislative intent;
revising provisions concerning review of secure
shelter placements; providing for transfer to shelter
placements in certain circumstances; requiring a court
to direct a staffing to take place with the department

under certain circumstances; providing for the
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