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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the executive branch; amending s.
17.11, F.S.; revising reporting requirements for the
Chief Financial Officer to conform to changes made by
the act; repealing s. 24.113, F.S., relating to
minority participation for lottery retailers; amending
s. 110.112, F.S.; revising policies regarding equal
employment opportunity in state government; deleting
certain requirements regarding affirmative action
plans applicable to executive agencies, state
attorneys, and public defenders; amending s. 110.123,
F.S.; revising definitions applicable to
administration of the state group insurance program;
authorizing certain surviving dependent children to
elect to continue certain coverage under the program;
amending s. 110.12301, F.S.; revising provisions
governing contracts for claims review services
procured by the Division of State Group Insurance of
the Department of Management Services; amending s.
110.205, F.S.; authorizing additional exempt positions
from the Career Service System, subject to limitations
and certain requirements; revising the definition of
the term “department”; amending s. 110.211, F.S.;
specifying the circumstances when open competition is
not required in filling a vacant position; revising
certain requirements regarding recruitment literature;
amending s. 110.605, F.S.; deleting a requirement that
the department develop a certain program relating to

Selected Exempt Service positions; amending ss. 112.19

Page 1 of 119

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2025
9-00815A-25
and 112.191, F.S.; revising eligibility for insurance

coverage for dependent children of law enforcement,
correctional, and correctional probation officers and
firefighters who are injured or killed in the line of
duty; amending s. 217.07, F.S.; providing a limitation
on certain funds held in the Surplus Property
Revolving Trust Fund account; repealing s. 255.101,
F.S., relating to utilization of minority business
enterprises in contracts for public construction
works; repealing s. 255.102, F.S., relating to
contractor utilization of minority business
enterprises; amending s. 255.20, F.S.; revising the
factors that a local government may consider in
awarding certain bids and contracts for public
construction works; amending s. 287.012, F.S.;
deleting the definition of the term “minority business
enterprise”; revising the definition of the term
“office”; amending s. 287.042, F.S.; deleting certain
duties and responsibilities of the Office of Supplier
Diversity; amending s. 287.055, F.S.; revising factors
that an agency is required to consider when acquiring
professional architectural, engineering, landscape
architectural, or surveying and mapping services;
amending s. 287.057, F.S.; deleting requirements that
an agency reserve certain contracts for certified
minority business enterprises; revising qualifications
for certain contract managers; conforming provisions
to changes made by the act; amending s. 287.059, F.S.;

revising the factors that an agency is encouraged to
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consider when selecting outside firms for attorney
services; amending s. 287.084, F.S.; revising
provisions governing preferences for Florida-based
businesses in procurement; providing criteria for
companies to be deemed a Florida-based business;
providing price preferences for competitive
solicitations meeting certain criteria; providing
applicability and construction; repealing s. 287.093,
F.S., relating to the procurement of personal property
and services from funds set aside for minority
business enterprises; repealing s. 287.0931, F.S.,
relating to participation in bond underwriting by
minority business enterprises; repealing s. 287.094,
F.S., relating to penalties for discrimination and
false representation in minority business enterprise
programs; repealing s. 287.0943, F.S., relating to the
certification of minority business enterprises;
repealing s. 287.09431, F.S., relating to statewide
and interlocal agreements on certification of business
concerns for the status of minority business
enterprise; amending s. 287.09451, F.S.; renaming the
Office of Supplier Diversity as the Office of Supplier
Development; revising the powers, duties, and
functions of the office; repealing s. 287.0947, F.S.,
relating to the Florida Advisory Council on Small and
Minority Business Development; creating s. 287.09¢6,
F.S.; defining terms; prohibiting vendors or
affiliates from taking certain actions relating to

procurement i1if placed on a prohibited vendor list
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88 maintained by the department; prohibiting a public
89 entity from taking certain actions with a vendor or
90 affiliate placed on any such list; requiring vendors
91 and affiliates to provide certain certifications and
92 make disclosures to an agency; providing
93 applicability; requiring that invitations to bid,
94 requests for proposals, invitations to negotiate, and
95 contracts include a specified statement; requiring the
96 department to maintain the prohibited vendor lists
97 electronically, post the lists on its website, and
98 update them at specified intervals; requiring a vendor
99 or affiliate to notify the department within a
100 specified timeframe of meeting criteria for placement
101 on a prohibited vendor list; requiring a public entity
102 to transmit certain vendor information to the
103 department within a specific timeframe; providing
104 requirements as to investigations and determinations
105 made by the department; providing procedures regarding
106 the placement of a vendor or an affiliate on a
107 prohibited vendor list; providing procedures and
108 requirements for removal from a prohibited vendor
109 list; providing applicability; prohibiting a
110 governmental entity from knowingly entering into
111 contracts with, or accepting bids, proposals, or
112 replies from, certain vendors or affiliates;
113 authorizing the Attorney General to bring a civil
114 action against a vendor or affiliate that violates
115 specified provisions; specifying applicable penalties;
116 authorizing the department to adopt certain rules;
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117 providing procedures for the Attorney General
118 regarding any antitrust violations; providing factors
119 for an administrative law judge to consider in
120 determining placement on the antitrust violator vendor
121 list; providing applicability; repealing s. 287.133,
122 F.S., relating to public entity crimes and the denial
123 or revocation of the right to transact business with
124 public entities; repealing s. 287.134, F.S., relating
125 to discrimination and the denial or revocation of the
126 right to transact business with public entities;
127 repealing s. 287.1346, F.S., relating to the provision
128 of commodities produced by forced labor and the denial
129 or revocation of the right to transact business with
130 agencies; repealing s. 287.1351, F.S., relating to
131 suspended vendors for state contracts; repealing s.
132 287.137(1) and (7), F.S., relating to antitrust
133 violations and the denial or revocation of the right
134 to transact business with public entities and the
135 denial of economic benefits; transferring,
136 renumbering, and amending s. 287.137(8), F.S.;
137 revising provisions governing a public records
138 exemption for certain investigatory records to conform
139 to changes made by the act; amending s. 287.138, F.S.;
140 revising applicable penalties for violations relating
141 to contracting with entities of foreign countries of
142 concern to conform to changes made by the act;
143 repealing s. 288.1167, F.S., relating to sports
144 franchise contract provisions for food and beverage
145 concession and contract awards to minority business
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146 enterprises; amending s. 288.703, F.S.; deleting the
147 definition of the term “certified minority business
148 enterprise”; revising the definition of the term
149 “ombudsman”; amending s. 288.7031, F.S.; revising a
150 provision governing the application of certain
151 definitions to conform to changes made by the act;
152 amending s. 376.84, F.S.; revising economic incentives
153 available for brownfield redevelopment; amending s.
154 440.45, F.S.; revising the composition of the
155 statewide nominating commission for Judges of
156 Compensation Claims; repealing s. 760.80, F.S.,
157 relating to minority representation on boards,
158 commissions, councils, and committees; redesignating
159 part V of ch. 760, F.S., as part IV to conform to
160 changes made by the act; amending s. 1001.706, F.S.;
161 deleting certain requirements that the Board of
162 Governors must take regarding utilization of minority
163 business enterprises; amending s. 1013.46, F.S.;
164 deleting a provision authorizing a set-aside for
165 minority business enterprises for the award of certain
166 contracts; amending s. 16.615, F.S.; conforming a
167 provision to changes made by the act; amending ss.
168 43.16, 110.116, 212.096, 215.971, 255.0992, 282.201,
169 282.709, 286.101, 287.056, 287.0571, 287.0591,
170 288.0001, 288.706, 295.187, 376.3072, 394.47865,
171 402.7305, 408.045, 473.3065, 570.07, and 627.351,
172 F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing effective
173 dates.
174
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 17.11, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

17.11 To report disbursements made.—

(2) The Chief Financial Officer shall also cause to have
reported from the Florida Accounting Information Resource
Subsystem no less than quarterly the disbursements which

agencies made to small businesses, as defined in s. 288.703 £he
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This information must shatd+ be made available to the agencies,

the Office of Supplier Development Biwersitsy, the Governor, the

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives. Each agency shall be responsible for the
accuracy of information entered into the Florida Accounting
Information Resource Subsystem for use in this reporting.

Section 2. Section 24.113, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 3. Section 110.112, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

110.112 Affirmative—aectiony Equal employment opportunity.—

(1) It is the policy of this state to provide equal

opportunities in employment. Discrimination in employment

because of race, gender, creed, color, or national origin is

prohibited. Executive agencies may not use racial or gender set-

asides, preferences, or quotas when making decisions regarding

the hiring, retention, or promotion of a state employee assist
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246 (2) (a) 3)r+a)> The department, in consultation with the

2477| Agency for Persons with Disabilities, the Division of Vocational
248 Rehabilitation and the Division of Blind Services of the

249 Department of Education, the Department of Commerce, and the
250 Executive Office of the Governor, shall develop and implement
251| programs that incorporate internships, mentoring, on-the-job
252 training, unpaid work experience, situational assessments, and
253 other innovative strategies that are specifically geared toward
254 individuals who have a disability.

255 (b) By January 1, 2017, the department shall develop

256| mandatory training programs for human resources personnel and
257 hiring managers of executive agencies which support the

258| employment of individuals who have a disability.

259 (c)l. By January 1, 2017, each executive agency shall

260 develop an agency-specific plan that addresses how to promote

261| employment opportunities for individuals who have a disability.
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2. The department shall assist executive agencies in the
implementation of agency-specific plans. The department shall
regularly report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives the progress of
executive agencies in implementing these plans. Such reports
shall be made at least biannually.

(d) The department shall compile data regarding the hiring
practices of executive agencies with regard to individuals who
have a disability and make such data available on its website.

(e) The department shall assist executive agencies in
identifying and implementing strategies for retaining employees
who have a disability which include, but are not limited to,
training programs, funding reasonable accommodations, increasing
access to appropriate technologies, and ensuring accessibility
of physical and virtual workplaces.

(f) The department shall adopt rules relating to forms that
provide for the voluntary self-identification of individuals who
have a disability and are employed by an executive agency.

(g) This subsection does not create any substantive or
procedural right or benefit enforceable at law or in equity

against the state or a state agency, or an officer, employee, or

agent thereof.
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(3)45> The state, its agencies and officers shall ensure
freedom from discrimination in employment as provided by the
Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992, by s. 112.044, and by this
chapter.

(4)46> Any individual claiming to be aggrieved by an
unlawful employment practice may file a complaint with the
Florida Commission on Human Relations as provided by s. 760.11.

(5)+#H- The department shall review and monitor executive
agency actions in carrying out the rules adopted by the
department pursuant to this section.

Section 4. Paragraphs (c), (m), and (n) of subsection (2)
and paragraph (g) of subsection (3) of section 110.123, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

110.123 State group insurance program.—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in ss. 110.123-110.1239, the term:

(c) “Enrollee” means all state officers and employees,
retired state officers and employees, surviving spouses of

deceased state officers and employees, surviving dependent

children eligible for premium payment under s. 112.19 or s.

112.191, eligible former employees, and terminated employees or

individuals with continuation coverage who are enrolled in an
insurance plan offered by the state group insurance program. The
term includes all state university officers and employees,
retired state university officers and employees, surviving
spouses of deceased state university officers and employees, and
terminated state university employees or individuals with

continuation coverage who are enrolled in an insurance plan
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offered by the state group insurance program. The term includes
all Florida College System institution officers and employees,
retired Florida College System institution officers and
employees, surviving spouses of deceased Florida College System
institution officers and employees, and terminated Florida
College System institution employees or individuals with
continuation coverage who are enrolled in an insurance plan
offered by the state group insurance program. As used in this
paragraph, state employees and retired state employees also
include employees and retired employees of the Division of
Rehabilitation and Ligquidation.

(m) “State group health insurance plan or plans” or “state
plan or plans” means the state self-insured health insurance
plan or plans offered to state officers and employees, retired
state officers and employees, eligible former employees,

surviving dependent children eligible for premium payment under

s. 112.19 or s. 112.191, and surviving spouses of deceased state

officers, employees, and eligible former employees under this
section.

(n) ™“State group insurance program” or “programs” means the
package of insurance plans offered to state officers and
employees, retired state officers and employees, eligible former
employees, and surviving spouses of deceased state officers,

employees, surviving dependent children eligible for premium

payment under s. 112.19 or s. 112.191, and eligible former

employees under this section, including the state group health
insurance plan or plans, health maintenance organization plans,
TRICARE supplemental insurance plans, and other plans required

or authorized by law.
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349 (3) STATE GROUP INSURANCE PROGRAM.-—
350 (g) Participation by individuals in the program is

351 available to all state officers, full-time state employees,

352| part-time state employees, and eligible former employees and is
353| wvoluntary. Participation in the program is also available to

354 retired state officers and employees who elect at the time of
355 retirement to continue coverage under the program, but may elect
356 to continue all or only part of the coverage they had at the

357| time of retirement. A surviving dependent child eligible for

358| premium payment under s. 112.19 or s. 112.191 or a surviving

359 spouse may elect to continue coverage only under a state group
360 health insurance plan, a TRICARE supplemental insurance plan, or
361 a health maintenance organization plan.

362 Section 5. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 110.12301,
363 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

364 110.12301 Competitive procurement of pestpaymernt claims
365 review services and dependent eligibility verification services;
366| public records exemption.—

367 (1) The Division of State Group Insurance is directed to
368 competitively procure postpaymernt claims review services for the
369 state group health insurance plans established pursuant to s.

370 110.123. cCeompensationunderthe contract shall bepaidFfrom
371 i = i

372
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374| provided—in—the—econtraects The contract must require the vendor

375 to maintain all necessary documentation supporting the amounts

376| recovered by the vendor ory retained by;—anrd—remitted—+e the

377| division.;—ane
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(2) The department is directed to contract for dependent
eligibility verification services for the state group insurance
program.

(a) The department or the contractor providing dependent
eligibility verification services may require the following
information from subscribers:

1. To prove a spouse’s eligibility:

a. If married less than 12 months and the subscriber and
his or her spouse have not filed a joint federal income tax
return, a government-issued marriage certificate;

b. If married for 12 or more months, a transcript of the
most recently filed federal income tax return; or

c. If the documentation specified in sub-subparagraph a. or
sub-subparagraph b. cannot be produced, an attestation of the
marriage by sworn affidavit consistent with s. 92.50.

2. To prove a biological child’s or a newborn grandchild’s
eligibility:

a. A government-issued birth certificate; or

b. If a birth certificate cannot be produced, an
attestation of the subscriber-dependent relationship by sworn
affidavit consistent with s. 92.50.

3. To prove an adopted child’s eligibility:

a. An adoption certificate;

b. An adoption placement agreement and a petition for
adoption; or

c. If the documentation specified in sub-subparagraph a. or
sub-subparagraph b. cannot be produced, an attestation of the
subscriber-dependent relationship by sworn affidavit consistent
with s. 92.50.
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4. To prove a stepchild’s eligibility:

a. A government-issued birth certificate for the stepchild;
and

b. The transcript of the subscriber’s most recently filed
federal income tax return.

5. To prove a child’s eligibility under a guardianship, a
copy of the court order naming the subscriber or the
subscriber’s spouse as the child’s legal guardian or custodian.

6. To prove a foster child’s eligibility, a copy of the
records showing the subscriber or the subscriber’s spouse as the
dependent’s foster parent.

7. To prove eligibility of an unmarried child age 26 to 30:

a. A copy of the child’s government-issued birth
certificate or adoption certificate naming the subscriber or the
subscriber’s spouse as the child’s parent, or a copy of the
court order naming the subscriber or the subscriber’s spouse as
the child’s legal guardian or custodian;

b. A copy of the Certification of Over-Age Dependent
Eligibility Form; and

c. A document confirming the child’s current enrollment as
a student, including the name of the child, the name of the
school, and the school term; or a bill or statement in the
child’s name which is dated within the past 60 days and is
mailed to the child at a Florida address.

8. To prove eligibility for a disabled child age 26 or
older:

a. A copy of the child’s government-issued birth
certificate or adoption certificate naming the subscriber or the

subscriber’s spouse as the child’s parent, or a copy of the
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436 court order naming the subscriber or the subscriber’s spouse as
437 the child’s legal guardian or custodian; and
438 b. A copy of the transcript of the subscriber’s most
439| recently filed federal income tax return listing the child’s
440| name and the last four digits of the child’s social security
441 | number and identifying the child as the subscriber’s dependent
442 for tax purposes.
443 (b) A government-issued marriage license or marriage
444 certificate submitted for dependent eligibility verification
445| must include the date of the marriage between the subscriber and
446 the spouse.
447 (c) A government-issued birth certificate submitted for
448| dependent eligibility verification must list the parents’ names.
449 (d) Foreign-born subscribers unable to obtain the necessary
450| documentation within the specified time period of producing
451 verification documentation may provide a sworn affidavit
452 consistent with s. 92.50 attesting to eligibility requirements.
453 (e) Documentation submitted to verify eligibility may be an
454 original or a photocopy of an original document. Before
455 submitting a document, the subscriber may redact any information
456 on a document which is not necessary to verify the eligibility
457 of the dependent.
458 (f) All documentation obtained by the department or the
459| contractor to conduct the dependent eligibility verification
460 services must be retained in accordance with the applicable
461 records retention schedule.
462 Section 6. Paragraph (n) of subsection (2) and subsection

463 (4) of section 110.205, Florida Statutes, are amended, and

464 paragraphs (y), (z), and (aa) are added to subsection (2) of
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that section, to read:

110.205 Career service; exemptions.—

(2) EXEMPT POSITIONS.—The exempt positions that are not
covered by this part include the following:

(n)l.a. In addition to those positions exempted by other
paragraphs of this subsection, each department head may
designate a maximum of 20 policymaking or managerial positions,
as defined by the department and approved by the Administration
Commission, as being exempt from the Career Service System.
Career service employees who occupy a position designated as a
position in the Selected Exempt Service under this paragraph
shall have the right to remain in the Career Service System by
opting to serve in a position not exempted by the employing

agency. Unless otherwise fixed by law, the department shall set

the salary and benefits of these positions in accordance with

the rules of the Selected Exempt Service;—provided—howevery

b. In addition, each department may designate one
additional position in the Senior Management Service if that
position reports directly to the agency head or to a position in

the Senior Management Service and if any additional costs are
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absorbed from the existing budget of that department.

c. In addition to those positions exempted by this

subsection, each department head may designate a maximum of 3

cybersecurity positions as being exempt from the Career Service

System. Career service employees who occupy a position

designated as a position in the Selected Exempt Service under

this paragraph have the right to remain in the Career Service

System by opting to serve in a position not exempted by the

employing agency. Unless otherwise fixed by law, the department

shall set the salary and benefits of these positions in

accordance with the rules of the Selected Exempt Service.

2. 1f otherwise exempt, employees of the Public Employees
Relations Commission, the Commission on Human Relations, and the
Reemployment Assistance Appeals Commission, upon the
certification of their respective commission heads, may be
provided for under this paragraph as members of the Senior
Management Service, if otherwise qualified. However, the deputy
general counsel of the Public Employees Relations Commission
shall be compensated as members of the Selected Exempt Service.

(y) The general counsel, chief or senior Cabinet aide,

public information administrator, communications director or

comparable position, inspector general, chief information

officer, and legislative affairs director of each department.

The salary and benefits for each such position shall be

established by the department in accordance with the rules of

the Senior Management Service.

(z) The agency information security manager designated

pursuant to s. 282.318(4) (a), and personnel employed by or

reporting to the inspector general, general counsel, state chief
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information security officer, the state chief data officer, and

agency information security manager. Unless otherwise fixed by

law, the department shall establish the salary and benefits for

these positions in accordance with the rules of the Selected

Exempt Service.

(aa) All actuaries at each department. Unless otherwise

fixed by law, the department shall establish the salary and

benefits for these positions in accordance with the rules of the

Selected Exempt Service.

(4) DEFINITION OF DEPARTMENT.-When used in this section,
the term “department” shall mean all departments and commissions
of the executive branch, whether created by the State
Constitution or chapter 20; the office of the Governor; the

Office of Insurance Regulation of the Financial Services

Commission, the Office of Financial Regulation of the Financial

Services Commission, the Florida Gaming Control Commission, the

Division of the State Guard, the Division of Administrative

Hearings, the Commission on Offender Review, the Florida

Commission on Human Relations, the Public Employees Relations

Commission, and the Public Service Commission; however, the term

“department” shall mean the Department of Management Services
when used in the context of the authority to establish pay bands
and benefits.

Section 7. Section 110.211, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

110.211 Recruitment.—

(1) Recruiting must shadd be planned and carried out in a
manner that assures open competition based upon current and

projected employing agency needs, taking into consideration the
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552 number and types of positions to be filled and the labor market

553 conditions. However, open competition is not required when an

554| employing agency is filling a position with an apprentice

555| participating in an apprenticeship program, as defined in s.

556| 446.021(6), in a related field—with speecial emphasis placedon
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559| ageney.
560 (2) Recruiting efforts to fill current or projected

561 vacancies must shatt be carried out in the sound discretion of

562 the agency head.

563 (3) Recruiting shall seek efficiency in advertising and may
564| be assisted by a contracted vendor responsible for maintenance
565 of the personnel data.

566 (4) All recruitment literature involving state position

567| wvacancies shall contain the phrase “An Equal Opportunity

DEE T wyar 7 Dl e ] Ceeeseesiim i bes S posese s SR8 s b dnpe Toos g

569| EmpleyerZ

570 Section 8. Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section

571 110.605, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

572 110.605 Powers and duties; personnel rules, records,

573| reports, and performance appraisal.—

574 (1) The department shall adopt and administer uniform

575 personnel rules, records, and reports relating to employees and
576| positions in the Selected Exempt Service, as well as any other
577 rules and procedures relating to personnel administration which
578 are necessary to carry out the purposes of this part.
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Section 9. Paragraphs (g) and (h) of subsection (2) of
section 112.19, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

112.19 Law enforcement, correctional, and correctional
probation officers; death benefits.—

(2)

(g) Any political subdivision of the state that employs a
full-time law enforcement officer as defined in s. 943.10(1) or
a full-time correctional officer as defined in s. 943.10(2) who
is killed in the line of duty on or after July 1, 1993, as a
result of an act of violence inflicted by another person while
the officer is engaged in the performance of law enforcement
duties or as a result of an assault against the officer under
riot conditions shall pay the entire premium of the political
subdivision’s health insurance plan for the employee’s surviving

spouse until remarried, and for each dependent child of the

employee until the—<child reaches—the ageof mojority oer—until
the end of the calendar year in which the child reaches the age
of 26 25 if:

1. At the time of the employee’s death, the child is
dependent upon the employee for support; and

2. The surviving child continues to be dependent for
support, or the surviving child is a full-time or part-time
student and is dependent for support.

(h)1l. Any employer who employs a full-time law enforcement,
correctional, or correctional probation officer who, on or after
January 1, 1995, suffers a catastrophic injury, as defined in s.
440.02, Florida Statutes 2002, in the line of duty shall pay the

entire premium of the employer’s health insurance plan for the
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610 injured employee, the injured employee’s spouse, and for each
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611 dependent child of the injured employee uwrtit

612 the—age—-of majority—or until the end of the calendar year in

3
613| which the child reaches the age of 26 25—3f the ehild continves
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615| port—time studentand is dependent—for suppert. The term “health
616 insurance plan” does not include supplemental benefits that are
617 not part of the basic group health insurance plan. If the

618 injured employee subsequently dies, the employer shall continue
619| to pay the entire health insurance premium for the surviving

620| spouse until remarried, and for the dependent children, under
621 the conditions outlined in this paragraph. However:

622 a. Health insurance benefits payable from any other source
623 shall reduce benefits payable under this section.

624 b. It is unlawful for a person to willfully and knowingly
625 make, or cause to be made, or to assist, conspire with, or urge
626 another to make, or cause to be made, any false, fraudulent, or
627| misleading oral or written statement to obtain health insurance
628 coverage as provided under this paragraph. A person who violates
629 this sub-subparagraph commits a misdemeanor of the first degree,
630| punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

631 c. In addition to any applicable criminal penalty, upon
632 conviction for a violation as described in sub-subparagraph b.,
633 a law enforcement, correctional, or correctional probation

634 officer or other beneficiary who receives or seeks to receive
635| health insurance benefits under this paragraph shall forfeit the
636 right to receive such health insurance benefits, and shall

637 reimburse the employer for all benefits paid due to the fraud or

638 other prohibited activity. For purposes of this sub-

Page 22 of 119
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667

Florida Senate - 2025 SB 1532

9-00815A-25 20251532
subparagraph, the term “conviction” means a determination of
guilt that is the result of a plea or trial, regardless of
whether adjudication is withheld.

2. In order for the officer, spouse, and dependent children
to be eligible for such insurance coverage, the injury must have
occurred as the result of the officer’s response to fresh
pursuit, the officer’s response to what is reasonably believed
to be an emergency, or an unlawful act perpetrated by another.
Except as otherwise provided herein, this paragraph may not be
construed to limit health insurance coverage for which the
officer, spouse, or dependent children may otherwise be
eligible, except that a person who qualifies under this section
is not eligible for the health insurance subsidy provided under
chapter 121, chapter 175, or chapter 185.

Section 10. Paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection (2) of
section 112.191, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

112.191 Firefighters; death benefits.—

(2)

(f) Any political subdivision of the state that employs a
full-time firefighter who is killed in the line of duty on or
after July 1, 1993, as a result of an act of violence inflicted
by another person while the firefighter is engaged in the
performance of firefighter duties, as a result of a fire which
has been determined to have been caused by an act of arson, or
as a result of an assault against the firefighter under riot
conditions shall pay the entire premium of the political
subdivision’s health insurance plan for the employee’s surviving

spouse until remarried, and for each dependent child of the

employee until the—ehild reachesthe ageof majorityor—until
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668 the end of the calendar year in which the child reaches the age
669| of 26 25—+F+
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675 (g)1l. Any employer who employs a full-time firefighter who,

676| on or after January 1, 1995, suffers a catastrophic injury, as
677| defined in s. 440.02, Florida Statutes 2002, in the line of duty
678| shall pay the entire premium of the employer’s health insurance
679| plan for the injured employee, the injured employee’s spouse,
680 and for each dependent child of the injured employee until £he
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685| term “health insurance plan” does not include supplemental

686| benefits that are not part of the basic group health insurance
687| plan. If the injured employee subsequently dies, the employer
688 shall continue to pay the entire health insurance premium for
689 the surviving spouse until remarried, and for the dependent

690 children, under the conditions outlined in this paragraph.

691| However:

692 a. Health insurance benefits payable from any other source
693 shall reduce benefits payable under this section.

694 b. It is unlawful for a person to willfully and knowingly
695 make, or cause to be made, or to assist, conspire with, or urge

696 another to make, or cause to be made, any false, fraudulent, or
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697| misleading oral or written statement to obtain health insurance
698 coverage as provided under this paragraph. A person who violates
699| this sub-subparagraph commits a misdemeanor of the first degree,
700| punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

701 c. In addition to any applicable criminal penalty, upon
702 conviction for a violation as described in sub-subparagraph b.,
703| a firefighter or other beneficiary who receives or seeks to

704 receive health insurance benefits under this paragraph shall
705| forfeit the right to receive such health insurance benefits, and
706| shall reimburse the employer for all benefits paid due to the
707 fraud or other prohibited activity. For purposes of this sub-
708 subparagraph, the term “conviction” means a determination of
709| guilt that is the result of a plea or trial, regardless of

710| whether adjudication is withheld.

711 2. In order for the firefighter, spouse, and dependent
712 children to be eligible for such insurance coverage, the injury
713| must have occurred as the result of the firefighter’s response
714 to what is reasonably believed to be an emergency involving the
715 protection of life or property, or an unlawful act perpetrated
716| by another. Except as otherwise provided herein, this paragraph
717| may not be construed to limit health insurance coverage for

718| which the firefighter, spouse, or dependent children may

719| otherwise be eligible, except that a person who qualifies for
720| benefits under this section is not eligible for the health

721 insurance subsidy provided under chapter 121, chapter 175, or
722 chapter 185.

723

724 Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary,

725 the death benefits provided in paragraphs (b), (c), and (f)
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726 shall also be applicable and paid in cases where a firefighter
7277 received bodily injury prior to July 1, 1993, and subsequently
728 died on or after July 1, 1993, as a result of such in-line-of-

729| duty injury.

730 Section 11. Section 217.07, Florida Statutes, is amended to
731 read:
732 217.07 Transfer of surplus property assets to department.—

733 The Chief Financial Officer is authorized to transfer to the

734 department any funds unexpended in the Surplus Property

735| Revolving Trust Fund account in the State Treasury. This

736| revolving fund shall remain in existence as a separate trust

737 fund as long as the surplus property program exists. Upon

738 termination of the program any remaining funds shall be disposed

739 of as provided by federal law. All funds held in the Surplus

740 Property Revolving Trust Fund account in the State Treasury

741 generated by the Federal Surplus Personal Property Donation

742 Program may only be used for the direct and indirect operating

743 expenses of the Federal Surplus Property Donation Program

744 administered by the department.

745 Section 12. Section 255.101, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
746 Section 13. Section 255.102, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
7477 Section 14. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section

748 255.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

749 255.20 Local bids and contracts for public construction
750 works; specification of state-produced lumber.—

751 (1) A county, municipality, special district as defined in
752 chapter 189, or other political subdivision of the state seeking

753 to construct or improve a public building, structure, or other

754| public construction works must competitively award to an
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appropriately licensed contractor each project that is estimated
to cost more than $300,000. For electrical work, the local
government must competitively award to an appropriately licensed
contractor each project that is estimated to cost more than
$75,000. As used in this section, the term “competitively award”
means to award contracts based on the submission of sealed bids,
proposals submitted in response to a request for proposal,
proposals submitted in response to a request for qualifications,
or proposals submitted for competitive negotiation. This
subsection expressly allows contracts for construction
management services, design/build contracts, continuation
contracts based on unit prices, and any other contract
arrangement with a private sector contractor permitted by any
applicable municipal or county ordinance, by district
resolution, or by state law. For purposes of this section, cost
includes employee compensation and benefits, except inmate
labor, the cost of equipment and maintenance, insurance costs,
and the cost of direct materials to be used in the construction
of the project, including materials purchased by the local
government, and other direct costs, plus a factor of 20 percent
for management, overhead, and other indirect costs. Subject to
the provisions of subsection (3), the county, municipality,
special district, or other political subdivision may establish,
by municipal or county ordinance or special district resolution,
procedures for conducting the bidding process.

(c) The provisions of this subsection do not apply:

1. If the project is undertaken to replace, reconstruct, or
repair an existing public building, structure, or other public

construction works damaged or destroyed by a sudden unexpected
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turn of events such as an act of God, riot, fire, flood,
accident, or other urgent circumstances, and such damage or
destruction creates:

a. An immediate danger to the public health or safety;

b. Other loss to public or private property which requires
emergency government action; or

c. An interruption of an essential governmental service.

2. 1f, after notice by publication in accordance with the
applicable ordinance or resolution, the governmental entity does
not receive any responsive bids or proposals.

3. To construction, remodeling, repair, or improvement to a
public electric or gas utility system if such work on the public
utility system is performed by personnel of the system.

4. To construction, remodeling, repair, or improvement by a
utility commission whose major contracts are to construct and
operate a public electric utility system.

5. If the project is undertaken as repair or maintenance of
an existing public facility. For the purposes of this paragraph,
the term “repair” means a corrective action to restore an
existing public facility to a safe and functional condition and
the term “maintenance” means a preventive or corrective action
to maintain an existing public facility in an operational state
or to preserve the facility from failure or decline. Repair or
maintenance includes activities that are necessarily incidental
to repairing or maintaining the facility. Repair or maintenance
does not include the construction of any new building,
structure, or other public construction works or any substantial
addition, extension, or upgrade to an existing public facility.

Such additions, extensions, or upgrades shall be considered
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substantial if the estimated cost of the additions, extensions,
or upgrades included as part of the repair or maintenance
project exceeds the threshold amount in subsection (1) and
exceeds 20 percent of the estimated total cost of the repair or
maintenance project fully accounting for all costs associated
with performing and completing the work, including employee
compensation and benefits, equipment cost and maintenance,
insurance costs, and the cost of direct materials to be used in
the construction of the project, including materials purchased
by the local government, and other direct costs, plus a factor
of 20 percent for management, overhead, and other indirect
costs. An addition, extension, or upgrade may shait not be
considered substantial if it is undertaken pursuant to the
conditions specified in subparagraph 1. Repair and maintenance
projects and any related additions, extensions, or upgrades may
not be divided into multiple projects for the purpose of evading
the requirements of this subparagraph.

6. If the project is undertaken exclusively as part of a
public educational program.

7. If the funding source of the project will be diminished
or lost because the time required to competitively award the
project after the funds become available exceeds the time within
which the funding source must be spent.

8. If the local government competitively awarded a project
to a private sector contractor and the contractor abandoned the
project before completion or the local government terminated the
contract.

9. If the governing board of the local government complies

with all of the requirements of this subparagraph, conducts a
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842| public meeting under s. 286.011 after public notice, and finds
843| Dby majority vote of the governing board that it is in the
844| public’s best interest to perform the project using its own
845 services, employees, and equipment. The public notice must be
846| published at least 21 days before the date of the public meeting
847 at which the governing board takes final action. The notice must
848 identify the project, the components and scope of the work, and
849 the estimated cost of the project fully accounting for all costs
850| associated with performing and completing the work, including
851| employee compensation and benefits, equipment cost and
852| maintenance, insurance costs, and the cost of direct materials
853 to be used in the construction of the project, including
854| materials purchased by the local government, and other direct
855 costs, plus a factor of 20 percent for management, overhead, and
856| other indirect costs. The notice must specify that the purpose
857 for the public meeting is to consider whether it is in the
858| public’s best interest to perform the project using the local
859| government’s own services, employees, and equipment. Upon
860| publication of the public notice and for 21 days thereafter, the
861 local government shall make available for public inspection,
862| during normal business hours and at a location specified in the
863| public notice, a detailed itemization of each component of the
864| estimated cost of the project and documentation explaining the
865| methodology used to arrive at the estimated cost. At the public
866| meeting, any qualified contractor or vendor who could have been
867 awarded the project had the project been competitively bid shall
868| Dbe provided with a reasonable opportunity to present evidence to

869 the governing board regarding the project and the accuracy of

870 the local government’s estimated cost of the project. In
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deciding whether it is in the public’s best interest for the
local government to perform a project using its own services,
employees, and equipment, the governing board must consider the
estimated cost of the project fully accounting for all costs
associated with performing and completing the work, including
employee compensation and benefits, equipment cost and
maintenance, insurance costs, and the cost of direct materials
to be used in the construction of the project, including
materials purchased by the local government, and other direct
costs, plus a factor of 20 percent for management, overhead, and
other indirect costs, and the accuracy of the estimated cost in
light of any other information that may be presented at the
public meeting and whether the project requires an increase in
the number of government employees or an increase in capital
expenditures for public facilities, equipment, or other capital
assets. The local government may further consider the impact on
local economic development, the impact on small apdmiperity
business owners, the impact on state and local tax revenues,
whether the private sector contractors provide health insurance
and other benefits equivalent to those provided by the local
government, and any other factor relevant to what is in the
public’s best interest. A report summarizing completed projects
constructed by the local government pursuant to this subsection
shall be publicly reviewed each year by the governing body of
the local government. The report shall detail the estimated
costs and the actual costs of the projects constructed by the
local government pursuant to this subsection. The report shall
be made available for review by the public. The Auditor General

shall review the report as part of his or her audits of local

Page 31 of 119

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




900
901
902
903
904
905
906
907
908
909
910
911
912
913
914
915
916
917
918
919
920
921
922
923
924
925
926
927
928

Florida Senate - 2025 SB 1532

9-00815A-25 20251532
governments.

10. If the governing board of the local government
determines upon consideration of specific substantive criteria
that it is in the best interest of the local government to award
the project to an appropriately licensed private sector
contractor pursuant to administrative procedures established by
and expressly set forth in a charter, ordinance, or resolution
of the local government adopted before July 1, 1994. The
criteria and procedures must be set out in the charter,
ordinance, or resolution and must be applied uniformly by the
local government to avoid awarding a project in an arbitrary or
capricious manner. This exception applies only if all of the
following occur:

a. The governing board of the local government, after
public notice, conducts a public meeting under s. 286.011 and
finds by a two-thirds vote of the governing board that it is in
the public’s best interest to award the project according to the
criteria and procedures established by charter, ordinance, or
resolution. The public notice must be published at least 14 days
before the date of the public meeting at which the governing
board takes final action. The notice must identify the project,
the estimated cost of the project, and specify that the purpose
for the public meeting is to consider whether it is in the
public’s best interest to award the project using the criteria
and procedures permitted by the preexisting charter, ordinance,
or resolution.

b. The project is to be awarded by any method other than a
competitive selection process, and the governing board finds

evidence that:
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(I) There is one appropriately licensed contractor who is
uniquely qualified to undertake the project because that
contractor is currently under contract to perform work that is
affiliated with the project; or

(IT) The time to competitively award the project will
jeopardize the funding for the project, materially increase the
cost of the project, or create an undue hardship on the public
health, safety, or welfare.

c. The project is to be awarded by any method other than a
competitive selection process, and the published notice clearly
specifies the ordinance or resolution by which the private
sector contractor will be selected and the criteria to be
considered.

d. The project is to be awarded by a method other than a
competitive selection process, and the architect or engineer of
record has provided a written recommendation that the project be
awarded to the private sector contractor without competitive
selection, and the consideration by, and the justification of,
the government body are documented, in writing, in the project
file and are presented to the governing board prior to the
approval required in this paragraph.

11. To projects subject to chapter 336.

Section 15. Subsections (18) and (19) of section 287.012,
Florida Statutes, are amended, to read:

287.012 Definitions.—As used in this part, the term:
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(18)4+9) “Office” means the Office of Supplier Development

Piversity of the Department of Management Services.
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Section 16. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (2) and
paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (3) of section 287.042,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

287.042 Powers, duties, and functions.—The department shall
have the following powers, duties, and functions:

(2) (a) To establish purchasing agreements and procure state
term contracts for commodities and contractual services,
pursuant to s. 287.057, under which state agencies shall, and
eligible users may, make purchases pursuant to s. 287.056. The
department may restrict purchases from some term contracts to
state agencies only for those term contracts where the inclusion
of other governmental entities will have an adverse effect on

competition or to those federal facilities located in this

State Trn c1aabh ] S 0 o~ EVSEZ N T 2 SN T W S i 2 OfFfF1 ~ £ Qe o £V
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business—enterprisess Purchases by any county, municipality,

private nonprofit community transportation coordinator

designated pursuant to chapter 427, while conducting business
related solely to the Commission for the Transportation
Disadvantaged, or other local public agency under the provisions
in the state purchasing contracts, and purchases, from the
corporation operating the correctional work programs, of
products or services that are subject to paragraph (1) (f), are
exempt from the competitive solicitation requirements otherwise

applying to their purchases.
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987 (c) Any person who files an action protesting a decision or
988 intended decision pertaining to contracts administered by the
989| department, a water management district, or an agency pursuant
990 to s. 120.57(3) (b) shall post with the department, the water
991| management district, or the agency at the time of filing the
992 formal written protest a bond payable to the department, the
993| water management district, or agency in an amount equal to 1
994| percent of the estimated contract amount. For protests of
995| decisions or intended decisions pertaining to exceptional
996| purchases, the bond shall be in an amount equal to 1 percent of
997 the estimated contract amount for the exceptional purchase. The
998 estimated contract amount shall be based upon the contract price
999 submitted by the protestor or, if no contract price was
1000 submitted, the department, water management district, or agency
1001 shall estimate the contract amount based on factors including,
1002| but not limited to, the price of previous or existing contracts
1003 for similar commodities or contractual services, the amount
1004 appropriated by the Legislature for the contract, or the fair
1005| market value of similar commodities or contractual services. The
1006 agency shall provide the estimated contract amount to the vendor
1007 within 72 hours, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and state
1008 holidays, after the filing of the notice of protest by the
1009| wvendor. The estimated contract amount is not subject to protest
1010| pursuant to s. 120.57(3). The bond shall be conditioned upon the
1011 payment of all costs and charges that are adjudged against the
1012| protestor in the administrative hearing in which the action is
1013| brought and in any subsequent appellate court proceeding. In

1014 lieu of a bond, the department, the water management district,

1015 or agency may, 1in either case, accept a cashier’s check,
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official bank check, or money order in the amount of the bond.
If, after completion of the administrative hearing process and
any appellate court proceedings, the department, water

management district, or agency prevails, it shall recover all
costs and charges which shall be included in the final order or

n
T

|..._l
ar

judgment, excluding attorney’s fees. FThis——seetion shalt
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Upon payment of such costs and charges by the protestor, the
bond, cashier’s check, official bank check, or money order shall
be returned to the protestor. If, after the completion of the
administrative hearing process and any appellate court
proceedings, the protestor prevails, the protestor shall recover
from the department, water management district, or agency all
costs and charges which shall be included in the final order or
judgment, excluding attorney’s fees.

(3) To establish a system of coordinated, uniform
procurement policies, procedures, and practices to be used by
agencies in acquiring commodities and contractual services,
which shall include, but not be limited to:

(b)1. Development of procedures for advertising
solicitations. These procedures must provide for electronic
posting of solicitations for at least 10 days before the date
set for receipt of bids, proposals, or replies, unless the
department or other agency determines in writing that a shorter

period of time is necessary to avoid harming the interests of

th t t Th OFF2 ~ £ Qe 2 v Nasrzoras+sz sz S~~~ a7+ oo 21
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1045| 4Aa—s+—288-703~
1046 2. Development of procedures for electronic posting. The

1047| department shall designate a centralized website on the Internet
1048 for the department and other agencies to electronically post
1049 solicitations, decisions or intended decisions, and other

1050 matters relating to procurement.

1051 (c) Development of procedures for the receipt and opening
1052 of bids, proposals, or replies by an agency. Suech procedures
1053 Shet i
1054| meniteorandensure—+thatthe contract award is—econsistent—with
1055
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1056 Section 17. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) and paragraph
1057 (b) of subsection (4) of section 287.055, Florida Statutes, are
1058 amended to read:

1059 287.055 Acquisition of professional architectural,

1060| engineering, landscape architectural, or surveying and mapping
1061 services; definitions; procedures; contingent fees prohibited;
1062| penalties.—

1063 (3) PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT AND QUALIFICATION PROCEDURES.—
1064 (d) Each agency shall evaluate professional services,

1065 including capabilities, adequacy of personnel, past record,

1066| experience, whether+the firm is a certified minerity business
1067| enterprise—asdefined by the Florida Small and Minerity Business
1068| Assistanee—Aets+ and other factors determined by the agency to be
1069 applicable to its particular requirements. Whenseeuring

1070| professionat-services, anagency mustendeavorto-—meet—the

1071| mineritvy business—enterprise procurementgoals—under S+
1072 28+H8451~

1073 (4) COMPETITIVE SELECTION.—
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(b) The agency shall select in order of preference no fewer

than three firms deemed to be the most highly qualified to

perform the required services. In determining whether a firm is

qualified, the agency shall consider such factors as the ability

of professional personnel; whether o firm is o ecertified
minority business—enterprise; past performance; willingness to
meet time and budget requirements; location; recent, current,
and projected workloads of the firms; and the volume of work
previously awarded to each firm by the agency, with the object
of effecting an equitable distribution of contracts among
qualified firms, provided such distribution does not violate the
principle of selection of the most highly qualified firms. The
agency may request, accept, and consider proposals for the
compensation to be paid under the contract only during
competitive negotiations under subsection (5).

Section 18. Subsections (7) through (28) of section
287.057, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

287.057 Procurement of commodities or contractual
services.—

(7) Upon issuance of any solicitation, an agency shall,
upon request by the department, forward to the department one
copy of each solicitation for all commodity and contractual
services purchases in excess of the threshold amount provided in
s. 287.017 for CATEGORY TWO. An agency shall also, upon request,

furnish a copy of all competitive-solicitation tabulations. Fhe
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payment or the recipient of the funds is established during the

appropriations process.
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(10)+4+3) Extension of a contract for commodities or
contractual services must be in writing for a period not to
exceed 6 months and is subject to the same terms and conditions
set forth in the initial contract and any written amendments
signed by the parties. There may be only one extension of a
contract unless the failure to meet the criteria set forth in
the contract for completion of the contract is due to events
beyond the control of the contractor.

(11)4+4) Contracts for commodities or contractual services
may be renewed for a period that may not exceed 3 years or the
term of the original contract, whichever is longer. Renewal of a
contract for commodities or contractual services must be in
writing and is subject to the same terms and conditions set
forth in the initial contract and any written amendments signed
by the parties. If the commodity or contractual service is
purchased as a result of the solicitation of bids, proposals, or
replies, the price of the commodity or contractual service to be
renewed must be specified in the bid, proposal, or reply, except
that an agency may negotiate lower pricing. A renewal contract
may not include any compensation for costs associated with the
renewal. Renewals are contingent upon satisfactory performance
evaluations by the agency and subject to the availability of

funds. Exceptional purchase contracts pursuant to paragraphs
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(3) (a) and (c) may not be renewed. With the exception of
(

)
9) +1), if a contract amendment results in a longer

subsection
contract term or increased payments, a state agency may not
renew or amend a contract for the outsourcing of a service or
activity that has an original term value exceeding $5 million
before submitting a written report concerning contract
performance to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives at least 90 days
before execution of the renewal or amendment.

(12) (a)43+5)r+=)> For each contractual services contract, the
agency shall designate an employee to function as contract
manager who 1is responsible for enforcing performance of the
contract terms and conditions and serves as a liaison between
the contractor and the agency. The contract manager may not be
an individual who has been employed, within the previous 5
years, by the vendor awarded the contractual services contract.
The primary responsibilities of a contract manager include:

1. Participating in the solicitation development and review
of contract documents.

2. Monitoring the contractor’s progress and performance to
ensure procured products and services conform to the contract
requirements and keep timely records of findings.

3. Managing and documenting any changes to the contract
through the amendment process authorized by the terms of the
contract.

4. Monitoring the contract budget to ensure sufficient
funds are available throughout the term of the contract.

5. Exercising applicable remedies, as appropriate, when a

contractor’s performance is deficient.
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(b) Each contract manager who is responsible for contracts
in excess of the threshold amount for CATEGORY TWO must, at a
minimum, complete training conducted by the Chief Financial
Officer for accountability in contracts and grant management.
The Chief Financial Officer shall evaluate such training every 5
years to assess its effectiveness and update the training
curriculum. The Chief Financial Officer shall establish and
disseminate uniform procedures pursuant to s. 17.03(3) to ensure
that contractual services have been rendered in accordance with
the contract terms before the agency processes the invoice for
payment. The procedures must include, but need not be limited
to, procedures for monitoring and documenting contractor
performance, reviewing and documenting all deliverables for
which payment is requested by vendors, and providing written
certification by contract managers of the agency’s receipt of
goods and services.

(c) Each contract manager who is responsible for contracts
in excess of $100,000 annually must, in addition to the
accountability in contracts and grant management training
required in paragraph (b) and within 6 months after being
assigned responsibility for such contracts, complete training in
contract management and become a certified contract manager. The
department is responsible for establishing and disseminating the
training and certification requirements for certified contract
managers. Training must promote best practices and procedures
related to negotiating, managing, and ensuring accountability in
agency contracts and grant agreements, which must include the
use of case studies based upon previous audits, contracts, and

grant agreements. A certified contract manager must complete
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training every 5 years for certification renewal. Training and
certification must be coordinated by the department, and the
training must be conducted jointly by the department and the
Department of Financial Services. The department shall evaluate
such training every 5 years to assess its effectiveness and
update the training curriculum.

(d) Each contract manager who is responsible for contracts
in excess of $10 million annually must, in addition to the
training required in paragraph (b) and the training and
certification required in paragraph (c), possess at least 3 &
years of experience managing contracts totaling at least 4w
exeess—ef $5 million annually.

(13)4+6)> Each agency shall designate at least one employee
who shall serve as a contract administrator responsible for
maintaining a contract file and financial information on all
contractual services contracts and who shall serve as a liaison
with the contract managers and the department. For a contract of
$500,000 or less annually, the contract administrator may also
serve as the contract manager if he or she has completed the
required training. For a contract in excess of $500,000
annually, the contract administrator may not serve as both the
contract administrator and the contract manager.

(14) (a) 4+ +=)> For a contract in excess of the threshold
amount provided in s. 287.017 for CATEGORY FOUR, the agency head
shall appoint:

1. At least three persons to independently evaluate
proposals and replies who collectively have experience and
knowledge in the program areas and service requirements for the

commodity or contractual services sought.
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2. At least three persons to a negotiation team to conduct
negotiations during a competitive sealed reply procurement. The
negotiation team members must collectively have experience and
knowledge in negotiating contracts, contract procurement, and
the program areas and service requirements for the commodity or
contractual services sought.

(b)1. TIf the value of a contract is in excess of $1 million
in any fiscal year, at least one of the persons conducting
negotiations must be a certified contract negotiator.

2. If the value of a contract is in excess of $10 million
in any fiscal year, at least one of the persons conducting
negotiations must be a Project Management Professional, as
certified by the Project Management Institute. The Project
Management Professional shall provide guidance based on his or
her experience, education, and competency to lead and direct
complex projects.

3. The department is responsible for establishing and
disseminating the certification and training requirements for
certified contract negotiators. Training must ensure that
certified contract negotiators are knowledgeable about effective
negotiation strategies, capable of successfully implementing
those strategies, and involved appropriately in the procurement
process. The department shall evaluate such training every 5
years in order to assess its effectiveness and update the
training curriculum. A certified contract negotiator is required
to complete training every 5 years for certification renewal.
Qualification requirements for certification must include:

a. At least 12 months’ experience as a purchasing agent,

contract manager, or contract administrator for an agency or a
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local governmental entity where at least 50 percent of the
designated duties included procuring commodities or contractual
services, participating in contract negotiation, contract
management, or contract administration, or working as an agency
attorney whose duties included providing legal counsel to the
agency’s purchasing or contracting staff.

b. Experience during the preceding 5 years in leading at
least two federal, state, or local government negotiation teams
through a negotiated procurement, or participation in at least
three federal, state, or local government negotiated
procurements.

(15)+4+8)> Any person who supervises contract administrators
or contract or grant managers that meet criteria for
certification in subsection (12) ++5) shall annually complete
public procurement training for supervisors within 12 months
after appointment to the supervisory position. The department is
responsible for establishing and disseminating the training
course content required for supervisors.

(16) (a) 1.4+ +=r+~ Each agency must avoid, neutralize, or
mitigate significant potential organizational conflicts of
interest before a contract is awarded. If the agency elects to
mitigate the significant potential organizational conflict or
conflicts of interest, an adequate mitigation plan, including
organizational, physical, and electronic barriers, shall be
developed.

2. 1If a conflict cannot be avoided or mitigated, an agency
may proceed with the contract award if the agency head certifies
that the award is in the best interests of the state. The agency

head must specify in writing the basis for the certification.
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(b)1. An agency head may not proceed with a contract award
under subparagraph (a)2. if a conflict of interest is based upon
the vendor gaining an unfair competitive advantage.

2. An unfair competitive advantage exists when the vendor
competing for the award of a contract obtained:

a. Access to information that is not available to the
public and would assist the vendor in obtaining the contract; or

b. Source selection information that is relevant to the
contract but is not available to all competitors and that would
assist the vendor in obtaining the contract.

(c) A person who receives a contract that has not been
procured pursuant to subsections (1)-(3) to perform a
feasibility study of the potential implementation of a
subsequent contract, who participates in the drafting of a
solicitation or who develops a program for future
implementation, is not eligible to contract with the agency for
any other contracts dealing with that specific subject matter,
and any firm in which such person has any interest is not
eligible to receive such contract. However, this prohibition
does not prevent a vendor who responds to a request for
information from being eligible to contract with an agency.

(17)426) Each agency shall establish a review and approval
process for all contractual services contracts costing more than
the threshold amount provided for in s. 287.017 for CATEGORY
THREE which shall include, but not be limited to, program,
financial, and legal review and approval. Such reviews and
approvals shall be obtained before the contract is executed.

(18)423> In any procurement that costs more than the
threshold amount provided for in s. 287.017 for CATEGORY TWO and
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is accomplished without competition, the individuals taking part
in the development or selection of criteria for evaluation, the
evaluation process, and the award process shall attest in
writing that they are independent of, and have no conflict of
interest in, the entities evaluated and selected.

(19)+422) Nothing in this section shall affect the validity
or effect of any contract in existence on October 1, 1990.

(20)423> An agency may contract for services with any
independent, nonprofit college or university which is located
within the state on the same basis as it may contract with any
state university or college if the independent, nonprofit
college or university:

(a) Is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools; or

(b) Is authorized to operate within this state pursuant to
chapter 1005, offers a professional degree, and is accredited by
the Middle States Commission on Higher Education.

(21)+424)» The department, in consultation with the Chief
Financial Officer and the state chief information officer, shall
maintain a program for online procurement of commodities and
contractual services. To enable the state to promote open
competition and leverage its buying power, agencies shall
participate in the online procurement program, and eligible
users may participate in the program. Only vendors prequalified
as meeting mandatory requirements and qualifications criteria
may participate in online procurement.

(a) The department may contract for equipment and services
necessary to develop and implement online procurement.

(b) The department shall adopt rules to administer the
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program for online procurement. The rules must include, but not
be limited to:

1. Determining the requirements and qualification criteria
for prequalifying vendors.

2. Establishing the procedures for conducting online
procurement.

3. Establishing the criteria for eligible commodities and
contractual services.

4. Establishing the procedures for providing access to
online procurement.

5. Determining the criteria warranting any exceptions to
participation in the online procurement program.

(c) The department may impose and shall collect all fees
for the use of the online procurement systems.

1. The fees may be imposed on an individual transaction
basis or as a fixed percentage of the cost savings generated. At
a minimum, the fees must be set in an amount sufficient to cover
the projected costs of the services, including administrative
and project service costs in accordance with the policies of the
department.

2. If the department contracts with a provider for online
procurement, the department, pursuant to appropriation, shall
compensate the provider from the fees after the department has
satisfied all ongoing costs. The provider shall report
transaction data to the department each month so that the
department may determine the amount due and payable to the
department from each vendor.

3. All fees that are due and payable to the state on a

transactional basis or as a fixed percentage of the cost savings
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generated are subject to s. 215.31 and must be remitted within
40 days after receipt of payment for which the fees are due. For
fees that are not remitted within 40 days, the vendor shall pay
interest at the rate established under s. 55.03(1) on the unpaid
balance from the expiration of the 40-day period until the fees
are remitted.

4. All fees and surcharges collected under this paragraph
shall be deposited in the Operating Trust Fund as provided by
law.

(22)+425)» Each solicitation for the procurement of
commodities or contractual services shall include the following
provision: “Respondents to this solicitation or persons acting
on their behalf may not contact, between the release of the
solicitation and the end of the 72-hour period following the
agency posting the notice of intended award, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, and state holidays, any employee or officer
of the executive or legislative branch concerning any aspect of
this solicitation, except in writing to the procurement officer
or as provided in the solicitation documents. Violation of this
provision may be grounds for rejecting a response.”

(23) (a)426r+a)> For each contractual services contract of $5
million or greater, the agency head shall establish a continuing
oversight team after the contract has been awarded. The agency
head shall appoint at least four persons, one of whom must be
the certified contract manager, to the continuing oversight
team. If the value of the contractual services contract is $10
million or greater, at least one of the persons on the
continuing oversight team must possess at least 5 years of

experience in managing contracts of a similar scope or size. If
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the value of the contractual services contract is $20 million or
greater, the continuing oversight team shall consist of at least
five persons; at least one of the persons on the continuing
oversight team must be from an agency other than the agency or
agencies participating in the contract. Members of the
continuing oversight team must be agency employees and must
collectively have experience and knowledge in contract
management, contract administration, contract enforcement, and
the program areas and service requirements for the contractual
services purchased.

(b)1. For contracts of $5 million or greater, each
continuing oversight team must meet at least gquarterly.

2. For contracts of $10 million or greater, each continuing
oversight team must meet at least monthly. A representative of
the contractor must be made available to members of the
continuing oversight team for at least one meeting every
calendar quarter to respond to any questions or requests for
information from the continuing oversight team concerning
contractor performance.

(c)l. Within 30 days after the formation of the continuing
oversight team, the continuing oversight team must convene an
initial meeting with representatives of the contractor to
achieve a mutual understanding of the contract requirements; to
provide the contractor with an orientation to the contract
management process; and to provide an explanation of the role of
the continuing oversight team, contract manager, and contract
administrator.

2. The continuing oversight team must meet to discuss the

status of the contract, the pace of deliverables, the quality of
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deliverables, contractor responsiveness, and contractor
performance. The contract administrator must be present at each
meeting with the contract file and all applicable financial
information. The continuing oversight team may submit written
questions to the contractor concerning any items discussed
during a continuing oversight team meeting. The contractor must
respond to the team’s questions within 10 business days after
receiving the written questions. The gquestions and responses
must be included in the contract file.

(d) The continuing oversight team must notify, in writing:

1. The agency head and the department of any deficiency in
a contractor’s performance which substantially affects the pace
of deliverables or the likelihood of the successful completion
of the contract.

2. The agency head, the department, and the Office of
Policy and Budget in the Executive Office of the Governor of any
significant change in contract scope or any increase in the cost
of the contract that is 5 percent of the planned contract cost
or greater within the fiscal year for contractual service
contracts of at least $5 million.

3. The agency head, the department, the Office of Policy
and Budget in the Executive Office of the Governor, and the
legislative appropriations committees of any significant change
in contract scope or any increase in the cost of the contract
that is 5 percent of the planned contract cost or greater within
the fiscal year for contractual service contracts of $10 million
Oor greater.

(24) (a)42F~+=a)>r In determining whether a vendor is a

responsible vendor, an agency may establish financial stability
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1509 criteria and require a vendor to demonstrate its financial
1510 stability. If an agency requires a vendor to demonstrate its
1511| financial stability during the competitive solicitation process,
1512 the agency must accept any of the following as evidence of the
1513| wvendor’s financial stability:
1514 1. Audited financial statements that demonstrate the
1515| wvendor’s satisfaction of financial stability criteria.
1516 2. Documentation of an investment grade rating from a
1517 credit rating agency designated as a nationally recognized
1518 statistical rating organization by the Securities and Exchange
1519| Commission.
1520 3.a. For a vendor with annual revenues exceeding $1
1521| Dbillion, a letter containing a written declaration, pursuant to
1522 s. 92.525, issued by the chief financial officer or controller
1523| attesting that the vendor is financially stable and meets the
1524 definition of financial stability in paragraph (b).
1525 b. For a vendor with annual revenues of $1 billion or less,
1526| documentation, based on criteria established by the agency,
1527| evidencing that the vendor is financially stable and meets the
1528 definition of financial stability in paragraph (b). The criteria
1529| established by the agency shall be reasonably related to the
1530 value of the contract and may not include audited financial
1531 statements.
1532 (b) For purposes of this subsection, the term “financial
1533 stability” means, at a minimum, having adequate income and
1534 capital and the capacity to efficiently allocate resources,
1535 assess and manage financial risks, and maintain financial

1536 soundness through the term of the contract.

1537 (c) This subsection does not preclude an agency from
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1538 requiring a performance bond for the duration of the contract,
1539| when appropriate.
1540 (25)428)> An agency may substitute verifiable, related work
1541| experience in lieu of postsecondary education requirements for
1542 contractual services pursuant to s. 112.219 if the person
1543 seeking the contract for services is otherwise qualified for
1544 such contract.
1545 Section 19. Paragraph (c) of subsection (10) of section
1546 287.059, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1547 287.059 Private attorney services.—
1548 (10) Agencies are encouraged to use the following criteria

1549| when selecting outside firms for attorney services:

1550 e r—TFhe—firm!/ s—minority—Statas—

1551 Section 20. Effective January 1, 2026, section 287.084,
1552 Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1553 (Substantial rewording of section.

1554 See s. 287.084, F.S., for present text).

1555 287.084 Preference for Florida businesses.—

1556 (1) For purposes of this section, a company is deemed to

1557 have its principal place of business in this state if the wvendor

1558| meets all of the following criteria:

1559 (a) Is incorporated in Florida as a Florida business

1560| entity, not a foreign business entity, excluding cases in which

1561 incorporation is used to do business on behalf of a parent

1562 company or benefit an owner outside this state;

1563 (b) Maintains a physical location in this state; and

1564 (c) More than 50 percent of its workforce is domiciled in

1565 this state.

1566 (2) For competitive solicitations for commodities or
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contractual services in excess of the threshold amount provided

for CATEGORY TWO in s. 287.017, an agency must apply a 5 percent

price preference for bids and proposals from a vendor with a

principal place of business in this state. Competitive

solicitations pursuant to s. 287.057(1) (c¢) must apply a 5

percent price preference for vendors with a principal place of

business in this state if pricing is scored during the

evaluation phase or, if pricing is not scored during the

evaluation phase, an agency must include such preference in the

stated goals of an invitation to negotiate in order to determine

best wvalue.

(3) For competitive solicitations for commodities or

contractual services in excess of the threshold amount provided

for CATEGORY TWO in s. 287.017, an agency must give priority in

the following order for bids, proposals, or replies submitted by

vendors whose principal places of business are in this state,

and when all things stated in such bids, proposals, or replies

are equal with respect to price, quality, and service:

(a) To the vendor whose goods are manufactured and

assembled in their entirety in this state. A vendor may not

substitute end products that would otherwise not qualify for

such preference after the award of the contract or during the

contract term unless pricing or availability of supply is

affected by extreme and unforeseen volatility in the

marketplace.

(b) To the vendor that manufactures a larger percentage of

its goods in this state.

(c) To the vendor that employs the greater number of

individuals domiciled in this state.

Page 55 of 119

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2025 SB 1532

9-00815A-25 20251532

1596 (4) For all competitive solicitations for contracts for

1597 commodities or contractual services in excess of the threshold

1598 amount for CATEGORY TWO in s. 287.017, an agency must apply a 5

1599| percent price preference for bids and proposals for vendors with

1600| a principal place of business in the United States of America.

1601 For competitive solicitations pursuant to s. 287.057(1) (c), an

1602 agency must apply a 5 percent price preference for a reply from

1603| a wvendor with a principal place of business in the United States

1604| of America if pricing is scored during the evaluation phase or,

1605 if pricing is not scored during the evaluation phase, an agency

1606| must include such preference in the stated goals of an

1607 invitation to negotiate in order to determine best wvalue.

1608 (5) For all competitive solicitations for contracts for

1609 commodities or contractual services in excess of the threshold

1610 amount for CATEGORY TWO in s. 287.017, an agency must give

1611| priority in the following order for bids, proposals, or replies

1612 submitted by vendors whose principal places of business are in

1613 the United States, and when all things stated in such bids,

1614| proposals, or replies are equal with respect to price, quality,

1615 and service:

1616 (a) To the vendor whose goods are manufactured and

1617 assembled in their entirety in this state, and if such vendor

1618| does not exist, then in the United States. A vendor may not

1619| substitute end products that would otherwise not qualify for

1620 such preference after the award of the contract or during the

1621 contract term unless pricing or availability of supply is

1622 affected by extreme and unforeseen volatility in the

1623 marketplace.

1624 (b) To the vendor that manufactures a larger percentage of
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its goods in this state, and if such vendor does not exist, then

in the United States.

(c) To the vendor that employs the greater number of

individuals domiciled in this state, and if such vendor does not

exist, then in the United States.

(6) Preferences applied under this section take precedence

over any applied pursuant to s. 287.092.

(7) A vendor whose principal place of business is in this

state may not be precluded from being an authorized reseller of

information technology commodities of a state contractor as long

as the vendor demonstrates that it employs an internationally

recognized quality management system, such as ISO 9001 or its

equivalent, and provides a warranty on the information

technology commodities which is, at a minimum, of equal scope

and length as that of the contract.

(8) This section applies to any solicitation or renewal of

any state contract executed on or after January 1, 2026.

However, the preferences in this section do not apply to

procurements where the funding source prohibits the preference

provided by this section.

Section 21. Section 287.093, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 22. Section 287.0931, Florida Statutes, 1is

repealed.
Section 23. Section 287.094, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 24. Section 287.0943, Florida Statutes, is

repealed.

Section 25. Section 287.09431, Florida Statutes, is

repealed.

Section 26. Section 287.09451, Florida Statutes, is amended
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1654 to read:
1655 287.09451 Office of Supplier Development Biwversity; powers,

16506 duties, and functions.—

1657 (1) (a) The Office of Supplier Development is established

1658| within the Department of Management Services to assist Florida-

1659| Dbased enterprises in becoming suppliers of commodities,

1660 services, and construction to state government.

1661 (b) For purposes of this section, a company is deemed to be

1662 a Florida-based enterprise if the vendor meets all of the

1663 following criteria:

1664 1. Is incorporated in Florida as a Florida business entity,

1665 not a foreign business entity, excluding cases in which

1666| incorporation is used to do business on behalf of a parent

1667 company or benefit an owner outside of this state;

1668 2. Maintains a physical location in this state; and

1669 3. More than 50 percent of its workforce is domiciled in

1670 this state.

1671 (2) The secretary shall appoint an executive director of

1672 the Office of Supplier Development, who shall serve at the

1673| pleasure of the secretary.

lo74 (3) The Office of Supplier Development has the following
1675 powers, duties, and functions:

1676 (a) Receive and disseminate information:

1677 1. For the continued growth and success of Florida’s small

1678| Dbusinesses, which may include the planning, hosting, and support

1679 of events targeted to Florida-based enterprises.

1680 2. Related to procurement opportunities for Florida-based

1681| enterprises and provide technical assistance as needed.

1682 (b) Create electronic certification and recertification
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1683| processes for veteran-owned business enterprises. The

1684 certifications must be valid for 2 years and must be recertified

1685| once every 2 years thereafter. The benefits of certification

1686| must be clearly posted on the department’s website. To be

1687| eligible for certification and recertification as a veteran-

1688 owned business enterprise, a business must meet the requirements

1689| of s. 295.187.

1690 (c) Advise and provide education or other resources to

1691| agencies on methods and techniques for achieving procurement

1692| objectives that increase the use of Florida-based enterprises in

1693 state and local government procurement contracts.

1694 (d) Adopt rules and prescribe and publish forms as

1695 necessary to carry out the duties of this office provided under

1696 this section.

1697 H—TFhe—TFegistature—finds—+that+thereis—evidence—-of—
1698| systematie pattern—of pastandcentinvwing rociatdiserimination
1699| ageinstminority business—enterprises—andadisparityin—Fthe
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has met the criteria for consideration for placement on one of

the prohibited vendor lists.

2. An entity under the control of any natural person or

entity who is active in the management of the entity and who has

met the criteria for consideration for placement on one of the

prohibited vendor lists. The term includes officers, directors,

executives, partners, shareholders, employees, members, and

agents who are active in the management of an affiliate. The

ownership by one person or entity of shares constituting a

controlling interest in another person or entity, or a pooling

of equipment or income among persons when not for fair market

value under an arm’s length agreement, shall be a prima facie

case that one person or entity controls another person or

entity. A person who knowingly enters into a joint venture with

a person who has been convicted of a public entity crime or

violated an antitrust law during the preceding 36 months shall

be considered an affiliate.

(b) “Antitrust violation” means any failure to comply with

a state or federal antitrust law as determined in a civil or

criminal proceeding brought by the Attorney General, a state

attorney, a similar body or agency of another state, the Federal

Trade Commission, or the United States Department of Justice.

(c) “Controlling interest” means possession of the power to

direct or cause the direction of the management or policies of a

company, whether through ownership of securities, by contract,

or otherwise. A person or an entity that directly or indirectly

has the right to vote 25 percent or more of the voting interests

of the company or is entitled to 25 percent or more of its

profits is presumed to possess a controlling interest.
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(d) “Convicted” or “conviction” means a finding of guilt or

a conviction of a public entity crime, with or without an

adjudication of guilt, in any federal or state trial court of

record relating to charges brought by indictment or information

as a result of a jury verdict, nonjury trial, or entry of a plea

of guilty or nolo contendere. For purposes of the Antitrust

Violator Vendor List, “convicted or held civilly liable” means a

criminal finding of responsibility or guilt or conviction, with

or without an adjudication of guilt, being held civilly

responsible or liable, or having a judgment levied for an

antitrust violation in any federal or state trial court of

record relating to charges brought by indictment, information,

or complaint on or after July 1, 2021, as a result of a jury

verdict, nonjury trial, or entry of a plea of guilty or nolo

contendere or other finding of responsibility or liability.

(e) “Discrimination” or “discriminated” means a

determination of liability by a state circuit court or federal

district court for a violation of any state or federal law

prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, gender,

national origin, disability, or religion by an entity; if an

appeal is made, the determination of liability does not occur

until the completion of any appeals to a higher tribunal.

(f) “Economic incentives” means state grants, cash grants,

tax exemptions, tax refunds, tax credits, state funds, and other

state incentives under chapter 288 or administered by the

Department of Commerce.

(g) “Forced labor” means work or service exacted from an
Y

person, including a minor, under the menace of a penalty for

nonperformance and for which the worker does not offer himself
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or herself voluntarily, or an activity that violates s. 787.06.

(h) “Foreign country of concern” means the People’s

Republic of China, the Russian Federation, the Islamic Republic

of Iran, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Republic

of Cuba, the Venezuelan regime of Nicolas Maduro, or the Syrian

Arab Republic, including any agency of or any other entity of

significant control of such foreign country of concern.

(i) “Governmental entity” means any state, county,

district, authority, or municipal office, department, division,

board, bureau, commission, or other separate unit of government

created or established by law, including, but not limited to,

the Commission on Ethics, the Public Service Commission, the

Office of Public Counsel, and any other public or private

agency, person, partnership, corporation, or business entity

acting on behalf of any public agency.

(7)) “Person” means any natural person or any entity

organized under the laws of any state or of the United States

with the legal power to enter into a binding contract and which

bids or applies to bid on contracts let by a governmental

entity, or which otherwise transacts or applies to transact

business with a public entity. The term includes those officers,

directors, executives, partners, shareholders, employees,

members, and agents who are active in management of an entity.

(k) “Prohibited vendor list” means any list kept and

maintained by the department as set forth in subsection (2).

(1) “Public entity” means this state, any of its

departments or agencies, or any political subdivision.

(m) “Public entity crime” means a violation of any state or

federal law by a person with respect to and directly related to
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the transaction of business with any public entity or with an

agency or political subdivision of any other state or with the

United States, including, but not limited to, any bid, proposal,

reply, or contract for goods or services, any lease for real

property, or any contract for the construction or repair of a

public building or public work, involving antitrust, fraud,

theft, bribery, collusion, racketeering, conspiracy, or material

misrepresentation.

(n) “Senior management” includes chief executive officers;

assistant chief executive officers, including, but not limited

to, assistant presidents, vice presidents, or assistant

treasurers; chief financial officers; chief personnel officers;

or any employee of an entity performing similar functions.

(0) “Wendor” means a person or an entity that provides

goods or services to a public entity under a contract or submits

a bid, proposal, or reply to provide goods or services to a

public entity.

(2) A vendor or an affiliate who has been placed on any of

the following lists may not submit a bid, proposal, or reply on

a contract to provide any goods or services to a public entity;

may not submit a bid, proposal, or reply on a contract with a

public entity for the construction or repair of a public

building or public work; may not submit bids, proposals, or

replies on leases of real property to a public entity; may not

be awarded or perform work as a contractor, supplier,

subcontractor, or consultant under a contract with any public

entity; may not renew a contract with a public entity; and may

not transact business with any public entity:

(a) The convicted vendor list, consisting of vendors or
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affiliates that have been convicted of a public entity crime.

(b) The discriminatory vendor list, consisting of vendors

or affiliates that have engaged in discrimination.

(c) The suspended vendor list, consisting of vendors or

affiliates that are in default on any contract with a public

entity or have otherwise repeatedly demonstrated a recent

inability to fulfill the terms and conditions of previous public

entity contracts or to adequately perform their duties under

those contracts.

(d) The antitrust violator vendor list, consisting of

vendors or affiliates who have been convicted or held civilly

liable for an antitrust violation.

(e) The scrutinized list of prohibited companies,

maintained by the State Board of Administration in accordance
with s. 287.135.

(f) The forced labor vendor 1list, consisting of vendors or

affiliates who have used forced labor to support the production

of goods or services.

(3) (a) A public entity may not accept a bid, proposal, or

reply from; award a new contract to; or transact new business

with any vendor or affiliate on the lists specified in

subsection (2) unless that vendor or affiliate has been removed

from any list pursuant to subsection (7).

(b) Before the company enters into or renews a contract

with an agency for the provision of commodities, a member of the

company’s senior management must certify, in writing, that to

the best of his or her knowledge, the goods or services such

company is offering to the agency have not been produced, in

whole or in part, by forced labor. The requirements of this
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paragraph do not apply to purchases made by agencies from term

contracts managed by the department.

(c) When entering into or renewing any contract with a

public entity, all vendors and affiliates shall disclose to the

public entity whether they have ever been placed on a list

specified in subsection (2).

(4) All invitations to bid, requests for proposals, and

invitations to negotiate, and any written contract document

prescribed by s. 287.058 entered into or renewed on or after

January 1, 2026, by the public entity must contain a statement

informing vendors and affiliates of the provisions of subsection

(2) and allow for the termination of a contract at the option of

the awarding public agency if the vendor or affiliate is placed

on a prohibited vendor list; however, placement on a prohibited

vendor list does not affect any rights or obligations under any

contract, franchise, or other binding agreement which predates

such placement unless a public entity chooses to act upon such a

termination clause.

(5) The department shall electronically maintain all

prohibited vendor lists set forth in subsection (2) and post

such lists on its website. All lists must be updated within 5

days upon any final order and must include the vendor name,

affiliate name, address, e-mail address, and telephone number of

all entities on a prohibited vendor list. A vendor or affiliate

disqualified from the public contracting and purchasing process

pursuant to this section is disqualified as of the date the

department enters the final order.

(6) (2) A vendor or affiliate must notify the department

within 30 days after meeting the criteria to be placed on a
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prohibited vendor list pursuant to subsection (2). A public

entity that is aware of information that a vendor or affiliate

has met the criteria for placement on a prohibited vendor list

pursuant to subsection (2) shall transmit that information to

the department in writing within 10 days after becoming aware of

such information. The department shall, upon receiving from any

source reasonable and credible information that an entity has

met the criteria for placement on a prohibited vendor list

pursuant to subsection (2), investigate the information and

determine whether good cause exists to place that vendor or

affiliate on the applicable lists. The public entity

transmitting the information to the department shall assist the

department in any investigations or proceedings or both against

the vendor or affiliate. If the department has reason to believe

that a vendor or an affiliate has met the criteria to be placed

on a prohibited vendor list, the department may issue a written

demand upon that vendor or affiliate to appear and be examined

under oath, to answer interrogatories under oath, or to produce

documents or other tangible evidence for inspection and copying.

The department shall conduct any such inquiry in accord with

applicable provisions of the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure.

(b)1. Upon receiving from any source reasonable and

credible information that a company has submitted a false

certification or provided to an agency a good or service

produced, in whole or in part, by forced labor, the department

must investigate the information and determine whether good

cause exists to place that company on the forced labor vendor

list and whether such placement is in the public interest.

2. A company that submits a false certification under
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paragraph (3) (b) or that should have known that a good or

service provided under a contract with an agency was produced,

in whole or in part, by forced labor and is subsequently placed

on the forced labor vendor list shall be assessed a fine of

$1,000 or an amount equal to 20 percent of the total contract

value provided to the public entity, whichever is greater.

(c) In determining whether good cause exists to remove a

vendor or affiliate from the vendor list and place it on a

prohibited vendor list pursuant to subsection (2), the

department shall make a determination on the basis of factual

evidence collected during its investigation.

(d)1. TIf the department determines good cause exists for

placement on a prohibited vendor list, the department must

notify the vendor or affiliate in writing of its intent to place

the name of that vendor or affiliate on the appropriate list

pursuant to subsection (2), the vendor’s or affiliate’s right to

a hearing, the procedure that must be followed, and the

applicable time requirements. If the vendor or affiliate does

not request a hearing, the vendor or affiliate is deemed to have

waived its right to a hearing and the department must enter a

final order placing the name of the person or affiliate on the

appropriate list. No vendor or affiliate may be placed on a

prohibited vendor list without receiving an individual notice of

intent from the department.

2. Within 21 days after receipt of the notice of intent,

the vendor or affiliate may file a petition for a formal hearing

pursuant to ss. 120.569 and 120.57 (1) to determine whether it is

in the public interest for that vendor or affiliate to be placed

on a prohibited vendor list. A vendor or affiliate may not file
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a petition for an informal hearing under s. 120.57(2). The

procedures of chapter 120 apply to any formal hearing under this

section, except where they are in conflict with the following

provisions:

a. The petition must be filed with the department. The

department shall be a party to the proceeding for all purposes.
b. Within 5 days after the filing of the petition, the

department shall notify the Division of Administrative Hearings

of the request for a formal hearing. The director of the

Division of Administrative Hearings shall, within 5 days after

receipt of notice from the department, assign an administrative

law judge to preside over the proceeding. The administrative law

judge, upon request by a party, may consolidate related

proceedings.

c. The administrative law judge shall conduct the formal

hearing within 30 days after being assigned, unless otherwise

stipulated by the parties.

d. Within 30 days after the formal hearing or receipt of

the hearing transcript, whichever is later, the administrative

law judge shall enter a final order, which must consist of

findings of fact, conclusions of law, interpretation of agency

rules, and any other information required by law or rule to be

contained in the final order. Such final order must place or not

place the vendor or affiliate on a prohibited vendor list

pursuant to subsection (2).

e. The final order of the administrative law judge is

deemed final agency action for purposes of s. 120.68.

f. At any time after the filing of the petition, informal

disposition may be made pursuant to s. 120.57(4). In that event,
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the administrative law judge shall enter a final order adopting

the stipulation, agreed settlement, or consent order.

(e) In any proceeding under this section, the department is

required to prove by clear and convincing evidence that it is in

the public interest for the vendor or affiliate to which the

department has provided notice of intent pursuant to paragraph

(d) to be placed on a prohibited vendor list. Proof that a

person was convicted or was held civilly liable or that an

entity is an affiliate of such person, proof of discrimination

by the entity or a person or entity which is an affiliate of

such entity, or proof the vendor or affiliate provided an agency

with a good or service produced, in whole or in part, by forced

labor constitutes a rebuttable presumption that it is in the

public interest for the company to be placed on a prohibited

vendor 1list pursuant to subsection (2). Status as an affiliate

must be proven by clear and convincing evidence.

(f) Upon establishment that it is in the public interest

for the vendor or affiliate to be placed on a prohibited wvendor

list pursuant to paragraph (d), the vendor or affiliate may

prove by a preponderance of the evidence that it is not in the

public interest for such company to be placed on such a list

based upon evidence addressing the factors listed in paragraph

(g) .

(g) In determining whether it is in the public interest to

remove a vendor or affiliate from the vendor list and place it

on a prohibited vendor list pursuant to subsection (2), the

administrative law judge shall consider the following factors,

as applicable:

1. For purposes of the convicted vendor list or antitrust
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vendor list, whether the person or affiliate was convicted and

any reinstatement or clemency in relation to the violation at

issue.

2. The nature and details of the incident.

3. The degree of culpability of the vendor or affiliate

proposed to be placed on such a list.

4. The prompt or voluntary payment of any damages or

penalties as a result of the incident.

5. Cooperation with state or federal investigation or

prosecution of any public entity crime, provided that a good

faith exercise of any constitutional, statutory, or other right

during any portion of the investigation or prosecution of any

public entity crime may not be considered a lack of cooperation.

6. Prior or future self-policing by the vendor or affiliate

to prevent recurrence.

7. Compliance by the vendor or affiliate with the

notification provisions of paragraph (a).

8. The needs of the public entities for additional

competition in the procurement of goods and services in their

respective markets.

9. Mitigation based upon any demonstration of good

citizenship by the vendor or affiliate, including, but not

limited to, the adoption of a formal plan or remedial actions to

cease violations resulting in placement upon a prohibited vendor

list.

10. Any corrective action plans assigned to the vendor or

affiliate and the vendor or affiliate’s subsequent performance.

11. Cooperation with the public entity during a transition

to a new contract as a result of the vendor’s or affiliate’s
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actions.

12. Prompt payment of any contractually associated

liabilities, including, but not limited to, liquidated damages

and financial consequences.

13. The effects on the health, safety, and welfare of the

public.

14. Prompt or voluntary payment of any reprocurement costs

resulting from incidents leading to a vendor or affiliate being

placed on a list pursuant to subsection (2).

15. Whether the discrimination was committed by an employee

other than senior management and whether the offending employee

responsible for the discrimination is no longer an employee of

the vendor or affiliate.

16. The agency head or designee delegated the authority to

execute contracts on behalf of the agency makes a public finding

that, absent the provision of such commodities by the company,

the agency would be unable to obtain the commodities for which

the contract is offered.

(7) (a) One year or more after entry of the final order

placing the vendor or affiliate on a prohibited vendor list

pursuant to subsection (2), a vendor or affiliate may file a

petition with the department for removal from such a list. The

proceeding on the petition must be conducted in accordance with

chapter 120. The vendor or affiliate may be removed from the

list if the administrative law judge determines that removal

from the list would be in the public interest. In determining

whether removal from the list would be in the public interest,

the administrative law judge may consider, but is not limited

to, relevant considerations pursuant to paragraph (6) (g).
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(b) If a petition for removal from the prohibited list is

denied, the vendor or affiliate may not petition for another

hearing on removal for a period of at least 9 months after the

date of the denial. The department may petition for the vendor’s

or affiliate’s removal before the expiration of such period if

the department determines that removal from the prohibited

vendor list would be in the public interest.

(c) A petition for removal may be filed at any time if the

petition is based upon a reversal of the conviction or liability

upon appellate review or pardon.

(8) A vendor or affiliate that has been placed on a list

pursuant to subsection (2) is not a qualified applicant for

economic incentives under chapter 288, and any such vendor or

affiliate is not qualified to receive such economic incentives.

(9) This section does not apply to:

(a) Any activity regulated by the Public Service

Commission;

(b) The purchase of goods or services made by any public

entity from the Department of Corrections, from the nonprofit

corporation organized under chapter 946, or from any qualified

nonprofit agency for the blind or other severely handicapped

persons under ss. 413.032-413.037; or

(c) Any contract with a public entity to provide any goods

or services for emergency response efforts related to a state of

emergency declaration issued by the Governor.

(10) (a) A governmental entity may not knowingly enter into

a contract with a vendor or affiliate which would give access to

an individual’s personal identifying information if:

1. The vendor or affiliate is owned by the government of a
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foreign country of concern;

2. The government of a foreign country of concern has a

controlling interest in the vendor or affiliate; or

3. The vendor or affiliate is organized under the laws of

or has its principal place of business in a foreign country of

concern.

(b) A governmental entity may not extend or renew a

contract with a vendor or affiliate listed in paragraph (a) if

the contract would give such entity access to an individual’s

personal identifying information.

(c)l. A governmental entity may not accept a bid on, a

proposal for, or a reply to, or enter into, a contract with a

vendor or affiliate that would grant the entity access to an

individual’s personal identifying information unless the entity

provides the governmental entity with an affidavit signed by an

officer or representative of the entity under penalty of perjury

attesting that the entity does not meet any of the criteria in

paragraph (a).

2. Beginning January 1, 2026, when a vendor or affiliate

extends or renews a contract with a governmental entity which

would grant the vendor or affiliate access to an individual’s

personal identifying information, the vendor or affiliate must

provide the governmental entity with an affidavit signed by an

officer or representative of the entity under penalty of perjury

attesting that the vendor or affiliate does not meet any of the

criteria in paragraph (a).

(d)1. The Attorney General may bring a civil action in any

court of competent jurisdiction against a vendor or affiliate

that violates this subsection. Violations of this subsection may
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2495 result in:
2496 a. A civil penalty equal to twice the amount of the

2497 contract for which the vendor or affiliate submitted a bid or

2498| proposal for, replied to, or entered into;

2499 b. Ineligibility to enter into, renew, or extend any

2500 contract, including any grant agreements, with any governmental

2501 entity for up to 5 years;

2502 c. Ineligibility to receive or renew any license,

2503| certification, or credential issued by a governmental entity for

2504 up to 5 years; and

2505 d. Placement on a suspended vendor list pursuant to

2506 subsection (2).

2507 (e) Any penalties collected under paragraph (d) must be

2508 deposited into the General Revenue Fund.

2509 (f) The department shall adopt rules to implement this

2510 subsection.

2511 (11) For antitrust violations, upon receipt of any

2512 information or indictment from any source that a person has been

2513 charged with or accused of violating any state or federal

2514 antitrust law in a civil or criminal proceeding, including a

2515 civil investigative demand, brought by the Attorney General, a

2516 state attorney, the Federal Trade Commission, or the United

2517 States Department of Justice on or after July 1, 2021, the

2518| Attorney General must determine whether there is probable cause

2519 that a person has likely violated the underlying antitrust laws,

2520 which justifies temporary placement of such person on the

2521 antitrust violator vendor list until such proceeding has

2522 concluded.

2523 (a) If the Attorney General determines probable cause
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exists, the Attorney General must notify the person in writing

of its intent to temporarily place the name of that person on

the antitrust violator vendor 1list, and of the person’s right to

a hearing, the procedure that must be followed, and the

applicable time requirements. If the person does not request a

hearing, the Attorney General must enter a final order

temporarily placing the name of the person on the antitrust

violator vendor list. A person may be placed on the antitrust

violator vendor list only after being provided with a notice of

intent from the Attorney General.

(b) Within 21 days after receipt of the notice of intent,

the person may file a petition for a formal hearing pursuant to

ss. 120.569 and 120.57(1) to determine whether it is in the

public interest for the person to be temporarily placed on the

antitrust violator vendor list. A person may not file a petition

for an informal hearing under s. 120.57(2). The procedures of

chapter 120 shall apply to any formal hearing under this

paragraph.

(c) In determining whether it is in the public interest to

place a person on the antitrust violator vendor list under this

paragraph, the administrative law judge shall consider the

following factors:

1. The likelihood the person will be convicted or held

civilly liable for the antitrust violation.

2. The nature and details of the antitrust violation.

3. The degree of culpability of the person proposed to be

placed on the antitrust violator vendor list.

4. The needs of public entities for additional competition

in the procurement of goods and services in their respective
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The effect of the antitrust violations on Floridians.

(d)

The Attorney General has the burden to prove that it is

in the public interest for the person to whom it has given

notice under paragraph (a)

to be temporarily placed on the

antitrust violator vendor list.

Unless the administrative law

judge determines that it is in the public interest to

temporarily place a person on the antitrust violator vendor

list,

that person may not be placed on the antitrust violator

vendor list.

is repealed.

(e) This subsection does not apply to affiliates.
Section 29. Section 287.133, Florida Statutes,
Section 30. Section 287.134, Florida Statutes,

is repealed.

Section 31. Section 287.1346, Florida Statutes, is
repealed.

Section 32. Section 287.1351, Florida Statutes, is
repealed.

Section 33. Subsections (1) and (7) of section 287.137,
Florida Statutes, are repealed.

Section 34. Subsection (8) of section 287.137, Florida
Statutes, is transferred, renumbered as subsection (12) of

section 287.096, Florida Statutes,

amended, to read:
287.096 Prohibited vendors.—
(12) (a) 48+ All information

General under subsection (11)

as created by this act, and

received by the Attorney

paragraph—3)+{t4)> pursuant to an

investigation by the Attorney General or a law enforcement

agency is confidential and exempt from s.

24 (a), Art.

119.07(1) and s.

I of the State Constitution until such time as the
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investigation is completed or ceases to be active. This
exemption shall be construed in conformity with s.
119.071(2) (c) .

(b) During an active investigation, information made
confidential and exempt pursuant to paragraph (a) may be
disclosed by the Attorney General:

1. In the performance of his or her official duties and
responsibilities; or

2. To another governmental entity in performance of its
official duties and responsibilities.

(c) Once an investigation is completed or ceases to be
active, the following information received by the Attorney
General shall remain confidential and exempt from s. 119.07 (1)
and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution:

1. All information to which another public records
exemption applies.

2. Personal identifying information.

3. A computer forensic report.

4. Information that would otherwise reveal weaknesses in a
business’s data security.

5. Proprietary business information.

(d) For purposes of this subsection, the term “proprietary
business information” means information that:

1. Is owned or controlled by the business;

2. Is intended to be private and is treated by the business
as private because disclosure would harm the business or its
business operations;

3. Has not been disclosed except as required by law or a

private agreement that provides that the information will not be
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released to the public;

4. Is not publicly available or otherwise readily
ascertainable through proper means from another source in the
same configuration as received by the Attorney General; and
5. Includes:

688.002.

the disclosure of which would

a. Trade secrets as defined in s.
b.

impair the competitive advantage of the business that is the

Competitive interests,

subject of the information.
(e)

Sunset Review Act i1n accordance with s.

This subsection is subject to the Open Government

119.15 and shall stand

repealed on October 2, 2026, unless reviewed and saved from
repeal through reenactment by the Legislature.

Section 35. Paragraph (d) of subsection (5) of section
287.138, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

287.138 Contracting with entities of foreign countries of
concern prohibited.—
(3)

court of competent jurisdiction against an entity that violates

The Attorney General may bring a civil action in any

this section.
(d)

pursuant to s.

Violations of this section may result in:
Placement on a prohibited £he—suspernded vendor list
287.096 5=

297 2E1
o7 o0 T .

1
o L

1167,

Section 36. Section 288. Florida Statutes, 1is

repealed.

(1), (3), and (5) of section

are amended to read:
288.702-288.706,

Section 37. Subsections
288.703, Florida Statutes,
288.703 Definitions.—As used in ss. the

term:
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(2)43)> “Minority business enterprise” means any small
business concern as defined in subsection (5) +46)> which is

organized to engage in commercial transactions, which is
domiciled in Florida, and which is at least 51-percent-owned by
minority persons who are members of an insular group that is of
a particular racial, ethnic, or gender makeup or national
origin, which has been subjected historically to disparate
treatment due to identification in and with that group resulting
in an underrepresentation of commercial enterprises under the
group’s control, and whose management and daily operations are
controlled by such persons. A minority business enterprise may
primarily involve the practice of a profession. Ownership by a
minority person does not include ownership which is the result
of a transfer from a nonminority person to a minority person
within a related immediate family group if the combined total
net asset value of all members of such family group exceeds $1
million. For purposes of this subsection, the term “related
immediate family group” means one or more children under 16
years of age and a parent of such children or the spouse of such
parent residing in the same house or living unit.

(4) 45> “Ombudsman” means an office or individual whose
responsibilities include coordinating with the Office of

Supplier Development Bisersity for the interests of and

providing assistance to small and minority business enterprises
in dealing with governmental agencies and in developing
proposals for changes in state agency rules.

Section 38. Section 288.7031, Florida Statutes, is amended
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2669 to read:
2670 288.7031 Application of certain definitions.—The

4

2671 definitions of “small business+” and “minority business
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2672| enterprises” and rEerprise
2673| provided in s. 288.703 apply to the state and all political
2674 subdivisions of the state.

2675 Section 39. Paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of section
2676 376.84, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

2677 376.84 Brownfield redevelopment economic incentives.—It is
2678| the intent of the Legislature that brownfield redevelopment
2679| activities be viewed as opportunities to significantly improve
2680 the utilization, general condition, and appearance of these
2681 sites. Different standards than those in place for new

2682 development, as allowed under current state and local laws,

2683 should be used to the fullest extent to encourage the

2684 redevelopment of a brownfield. State and local governments are
2685 encouraged to offer redevelopment incentives for this purpose,
2686| as an ongoing public investment in infrastructure and services,
2687 to help eliminate the public health and environmental hazards,
2688 and to promote the creation of jobs in these areas. Such

2689 incentives may include financial, regulatory, and technical
2690 assistance to persons and businesses involved in the

2691 redevelopment of the brownfield pursuant to this act.

2692 (1) Financial incentives and local incentives for

2693 redevelopment may include, but not be limited to:

2694 tg—Mineority business—enterprise programs—as—prov:
2695 287406943
2696 Section 40. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

2697 440.45, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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440.45 Office of the Judges of Compensation Claims.—

(2)

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (c), the Governor shall
appoint a judge of compensation claims from a list of three
persons nominated by a statewide nominating commission. The
statewide nominating commission shall be composed of the

following:

1. Six members, atJteastoneof whom must be o member of &
mimeority—group—as—aefined—in—s5+—2838-703+ one of each who resides
in each of the territorial jurisdictions of the district courts
of appeal, appointed by the Board of Governors of The Florida
Bar from among The Florida Bar members engaged in the practice
of law. Each member shall be appointed for a 4-year term;

2. 8Six electors, atJteasteoneof whom must be o member of &
minority groupas—definedin——s+—288-703+ one of each who resides

in each of the territorial jurisdictions of the district courts

of appeal, appointed by the Governor. Each member shall be

appointed for a 4-year term; and

3. Six electors, at—Jleasteoneof whom must be o memberof—a

mireriEy—grouvp—as—defined—n 288703+ one of each who resides
in the territorial jurisdictions of the district courts of
appeal, selected and appointed by a majority vote of the other
10 members of the commission. Each member shall be appointed for

a 4-year term.

A vacancy occurring on the commission shall be filled by the
original appointing authority for the unexpired balance of the
term. An attorney who appears before any judge of compensation

claims more than four times a year is not eligible to serve on
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Section 45. Paragraph (k) of subsection (1) of section
16.615, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

16.615 Council on the Social Status of Black Men and Boys.—

(1) The Council on the Social Status of Black Men and Boys
is established within the Department of Legal Affairs and shall
consist of 19 members appointed as follows:

(k) A businessperson who is an African American, as—defined
+A—s+—F606-80-2r{a)+ appointed by the Governor.

Section 46. Subsection (1) of section 43.16, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

43.16 Justice Administrative Commission; membership, powers
and duties.—

(1) There is hereby created a Justice Administrative
Commission, with headquarters located in the state capital. The
necessary office space for use of the commission shall be
furnished by the proper state agency in charge of state
buildings. For purposes of the fees imposed on agencies pursuant

to s. 287.057(21) s+—28+065424), the Justice Administrative

Commission shall be exempt from such fees.

Section 47. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
110.116, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

110.116 Personnel information system; payroll procedures.—

(2) In recognition of the critical nature of the statewide
personnel and payroll system commonly known as People First, the
Legislature finds that it is in the best interest of the state

to continue partnering with the current People First third-party
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operator. The People First System annually processes 500,000
employment applications, 455,000 personnel actions, and the
state’s $9.5-billion payroll. The Legislature finds that the
continuity of operations of the People First System and the
critical functions it provides such as payroll, employee health
insurance benefit records, and other critical services must not
be interrupted. Presently, the Chief Financial Officer is
undertaking the development of a new statewide accounting and
financial management system, commonly known as the Planning,
Accounting, and Ledger Management (PALM) system, scheduled to be
operational in the year 2026. The procurement and implementation
of an entire replacement of the People First System will impede
the timeframe needed to successfully integrate the state’s
payroll system with the PALM system. In order to maintain
continuity of operations and to ensure the successful completion
of the PALM system, the Legislature directs that:

a) The department, pursuant to s. 287.057(9) 5=

(
2870657+, shall enter into a 3-year contract extension with
the entity operating the People First System on January 1, 2024.
The contract extension must:

1. Provide for the integration of the current People First
System with PALM.

2. Exclude major functionality updates or changes to the
People First System prior to completion of the PALM system. This
does not include:

a. Routine system maintenance such as code updates
following open enrollment; or

b. The technical remediation necessary to integrate the

system with PALM within the PALM project’s planned
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2814 implementation schedule.
2815 3. Include project planning and analysis deliverables
2816| necessary to:
2817 a. Detail and document the state’s functional requirements.
2818 b. Estimate the cost of transitioning the current People
2819 First System to a cloud computing infrastructure within the
2820 contract extension and after the successful integration with
2821 PALM. The project cost evaluation shall estimate the annual cost
2822 and capacity growth required to host the system in a cloud
2823 environment.
2824
2825 The department shall develop these system specifications in
2826| conjunction with the Department of Financial Services and the
2827| Auditor General.
2828 4. Include technical support for state agencies that may
2829| need assistance in remediating or integrating current financial
2830 shadow systems with People First in order to integrate with PALM
2831 or the cloud version of People First.
2832 5. 1Include organizational change management and training
2833 deliverables needed to support the implementation of PALM
2834| payroll functionality and the People First System cloud upgrade.
2835| Responsibilities of the operator and the department shall be
2836| outlined in a project role and responsibility assignment chart
2837 within the contract.
2838 6. Include an option to renew the contract for one
2839 additional year.
2840 Section 48. Paragraph (g) of subsection (3) of section
2841 212.096, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

2842 212.096 Sales, rental, storage, use tax; enterprise zone
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2843 jobs credit against sales tax.—
2844 (3) In order to claim this credit, an eligible business
2845| must file under oath with the governing body or enterprise zone
2846| development agency having jurisdiction over the enterprise zone
2847| where the business is located, as applicable, a statement which
2848 includes:
2849 (g) Whether the business is a small business as defined in
2850| s. 288.703(5) by -s-—288-7063(6).

2851 Section 49. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
2852 215.971, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
2853 215.971 Agreements funded with federal or state

2854 assistance.—

2855 (2) For each agreement funded with federal or state

2856 financial assistance, the state agency shall designate an

2857 employee to function as a grant manager who shall be responsible
2858 for enforcing performance of the agreement’s terms and

2859| conditions and who shall serve as a liaison with the recipient
2860 or subrecipient.

2861 (a)1l. Each grant manager who is responsible for agreements
2862 in excess of the threshold amount for CATEGORY TWO under s.

2863 287.017 must, at a minimum, complete training conducted by the
2864 Chief Financial Officer for accountability in contracts and

2865 grant management.

2866 2. Effective December 1, 2014, each grant manager

2867 responsible for agreements in excess of $100,000 annually must
2868 complete the training and become a certified contract manager as

2869 provided under s. 287.057(12) s+—=28+0575). All grant managers

2870| must become certified contract managers within 24 months after

2871 establishment of the training and certification requirements by
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the Department of Management Services and the Department of
Financial Services.

Section 50. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
255.0992, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

255.0992 Public works projects; prohibited governmental
actions.—

(2) Except as required by federal or state law, the state
or any political subdivision that contracts for a public works
project may not take the following actions:

(c) Prohibit any contractor, subcontractor, or material
supplier or carrier able to perform such work that is qualified,
licensed, or certified as required by state or local law to
perform such work from receiving information about public works
opportunities or from submitting a bid on the public works
project. This paragraph does not apply to vendors listed under
s. 287.096 ss+—=287-133—and287-134.

Section 51. Subsection (5) of section 282.201, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

282.201 State data center.—The state data center is
established within the department. The provision of data center
services must comply with applicable state and federal laws,
regulations, and policies, including all applicable security,
privacy, and auditing requirements. The department shall appoint
a director of the state data center who has experience in
leading data center facilities and has expertise in cloud-
computing management.

(5) NORTHWEST REGIONAL DATA CENTER CONTRACT.—In order for
the department to carry out its duties and responsibilities

relating to the state data center, the secretary of the
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2901 department shall contract by July 1, 2022, with the Northwest
2902 Regional Data Center pursuant to s. 287.057(9) s+—28+6571).

2903 The contract shall provide that the Northwest Regional Data
2904 Center will manage the operations of the state data center and
2905| provide data center services to state agencies.

2906 (a) The department shall provide contract oversight,

2907 including, but not limited to, reviewing invoices provided by
2908 the Northwest Regional Data Center for services provided to
2909 state agency customers.

2910 (b) The department shall approve or request updates to
2911 invoices within 10 business days after receipt. If the

2912 department does not respond to the Northwest Regional Data

2913 Center, the invoice will be approved by default. The Northwest
2914 Regional Data Center must submit approved invoices directly to
2915 state agency customers.

2916 Section 52. Effective only if the reversion of text

2917| pursuant to section 53 of chapter 2024-228, Laws of Florida, 1is
2918 abrogated, paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 282.709,
2919 Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

2920 282.709 State agency law enforcement radio system and

2921 interoperability network.—

2922 (3) In recognition of the critical nature of the statewide
2923 law enforcement radio communications system, the Legislature
2924 finds that there is an immediate danger to the public health,
2925 safety, and welfare, and that it is in the best interest of the
2926 state to continue partnering with the system’s current operator.
2927 The Legislature finds that continuity of coverage is critical to

2928 supporting law enforcement, first responders, and other public

2929 safety users. The potential for a loss in coverage or a lack of
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2930 interoperability between users requires emergency action and is
2931 a serious concern for officers’ safety and their ability to
2932 communicate and respond to various disasters and events.

2933 (a) The department, pursuant to s. 287.057(9) s+

2934 287065731, shall enter into a 15-year contract with the entity

2935| that was operating the statewide radio communications system on

2936| January 1, 2021. The contract must include:

2937 1. The purchase of radios;
2938 2. The upgrade to the Project 25 communications standard;
2939 3. 1Increased system capacity and enhanced coverage for

2940 system users;

2941 4. Operations, maintenance, and support at a fixed annual
2942 rate;
2943 5. The conveyance of communications towers to the

2944 department; and
2945 6. The assignment of communications tower leases to the

2946| department.

2947 Section 53. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
2948 280.101, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

2949 286.101 Foreign gifts and contracts.—

2950 (3)

2951 (b) Disclosure under this subsection is not required with

2952 respect to:
2953 1. A proposal to sell commodities through the online
2954| procurement program established pursuant to s. 287.057(19) s+

2955| 287-057422);

2956 2. A proposal to sell commodities to a university pursuant
2957 to Board of Governors Regulation 18.001;

2958 3. An application or proposal from an entity that discloses
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2959 foreign gifts or grants under subsection (2) or s. 1010.25;
2960 4. An application or proposal from a foreign source that,
2961 if granted or accepted, would be disclosed under subsection (2)
2962 or s. 1010.25; or
2963 5. An application or proposal from a public or not-for-
2964| profit research institution with respect to research funded by
2965 any federal agency.
29606 Section 54. Subsection (4) of section 287.056, Florida
2967 Statutes, 1s amended to read:
2968 287.056 Purchases from purchasing agreements and state term

2969| contracts; vendor disqualification.—

2970 (4) A firm or individual placed on a list under s. 287.096

2971 + 1 arrarnanda] xram A~ T 9 b N g + 4+ o 207 1221 r Nl Aa~AA n o~
T Ouot—/cllucu VAAYE ¥ AW A L 10 O tJL«l-LQL«lLALlll— (a [=) 7 [ SN N A tJ_LLAL\.zC\J. T

2972 A1 a1~ 4 £ 4 A sroanA~y T ot N1t i +  + o 207 127 v o 207 124 is
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2973 immediately disqualified from state term contract eligibility.
2974 Section 55. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section

2975 287.0571, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

2976 287.0571 Business case to outsource; applicability.—
2977 (3) This section does not apply to:
2978 (a) A procurement of commodities and contractual services

2979 listed in s. 287.057(3) (d) and (e) and (20) s+—28+6543FH+tbH—and

2980 fey—and—23).

2981 Section 56. Subsection (6) of section 287.0591, Florida
2982 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

2983 287.0591 Information technology; vendor disqualification.—
2984 (6) Beginning October 1, 2021, and each October 1

2985| thereafter, the department shall prequalify firms and
2986 individuals to provide information technology staff augmentation

2987 contractual services on state term contract. In order to
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2988| prequalify a firm or individual for participation on the state
2989 term contract, the department must consider, at a minimum, the
2990 capability, experience, and past performance record of the firm
2991 or individual. A firm or individual removed from the source of
2992 supply pursuant to s. 287.042 (1) (b) or placed on a disguatified
2993| wender list pursuant to s. 287.096 s+—28+3133—-er—s-—28+—31+34 is

2994 immediately disqualified from state term contract eligibility.
2995 Once a firm or individual has been prequalified to provide

2996| information technology staff augmentation contractual services
2997| on state term contract, the firm or individual may respond to
2998 requests for quotes from an agency to provide such services.
2999 Section 57. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
3000 288.0001, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

3001 288.0001 Economic Development Programs Evaluation.—The
3002| Office of Economic and Demographic Research and the Office of
3003 Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability (OPPAGA)
3004 shall develop and present to the Governor, the President of the
3005 Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
3006 chairs of the legislative appropriations committees the Economic
3007 Development Programs Evaluation.

3008 (2) The Office of Economic and Demographic Research and
3009| OPPAGA shall provide a detailed analysis of economic development

3010| programs as provided in the following schedule:

3011 (b) By January 1, 2015, and every 3 years thereafter, an
3012 analysis of:

3013 1. The entertainment industry sales tax exemption program
3014 established under s. 288.1258.

3015 2. VISIT Florida and its programs established or funded

3016| under ss. 288.122-288.12265 and 288.124.
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3. The Florida Sports Foundation and related programs,
including those established under ss. 288.1162, 288.11621, and
288.1166——and—288-1167.

Section 58. Subsection (2) of section 288.706, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

288.706 Florida Minority Business Loan Mobilization
Program.—

(2) The Florida Minority Business Loan Mobilization Program
is created to promote the development of minority business

enterprises, as—defined—dns5+—288-703{3}++ increase the ability

of minority business enterprises to compete for state contracts,
and sustain the economic growth of minority business enterprises
in this state. The goal of the program is to assist minority
business enterprises by facilitating working capital loans to
minority business enterprises that are vendors on state agency
contracts. The Department of Management Services shall
administer the program.

Section 59. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
295.187, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

295.187 Florida Veteran Business Enterprise Opportunity
Act.—

(4) VENDOR PREFERENCE.—

(b) Netwithstending—s+—28+057+2r+ If a veteran business
enterprise entitled to the vendor preference under this section
and one or more businesses entitled to this preference or
another vendor preference provided by law submit bids,
proposals, or replies for procurement of commodities or
contractual services which are equal with respect to all

relevant considerations, including price, quality, and service,
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3046 the state agency shall award the procurement or contract to the

3047| business having the smallest net worth.

3048 Section 60. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
3049 376.3072, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:
3050 376.3072 Florida Petroleum Liability and Restoration

3051 Insurance Program.—

3052 (2) (a) An owner or operator of a petroleum storage system
3053| may become an insured in the restoration insurance program at a
3054 facility if:

3055 1. A site at which an incident has occurred is eligible for
3056| restoration if the insured is a participant in the third-party
3057 liability insurance program or otherwise meets applicable

3058 financial responsibility requirements. After July 1, 1993, the
3059 insured must also provide the required excess insurance coverage
3060 or self-insurance for restoration to achieve the financial

3061 responsibility requirements of 40 C.F.R. s. 280.97, subpart H,
3062 not covered by paragraph (d).

3063 2. A site which had a discharge reported before January 1,
3064 1989, for which notice was given pursuant to s. 376.3071(10) and
3065| which is ineligible for the third-party liability insurance

3066| program solely due to that discharge is eligible for

3067| participation in the restoration program for an incident

3068 occurring on or after January 1, 1989, pursuant to subsection
3069 (3) . Restoration funding for an eligible contaminated site will
3070 be provided without participation in the third-party liability
3071 insurance program until the site is restored as required by the
3072 department or until the department determines that the site does

3073 not require restoration.

3074 3. Notwithstanding paragraph (b), a site where an
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3075 application is filed with the department before January 1, 1995,
3076 where the owner is a small business under s. 288.703(5) s

3077 288-763+{6), a Florida College System institution with less than

3078 2,500 FTE, a religious institution as defined by s.

3079 212.08(7) (m), a charitable institution as defined by s.

3080 212.08(7) (p), or a county or municipality with a population of
3081 less than 50,000, is eligible for up to $400,000 of eligible
3082 restoration costs, less a deductible of $10,000 for small

3083| businesses, eligible Florida College System institutions, and
3084| religious or charitable institutions, and $30,000 for eligible
3085| counties and municipalities, if:

3086 a. Except as provided in sub-subparagraph e., the facility
3087| was in compliance with department rules at the time of the

3088 discharge.

3089 b. The owner or operator has, upon discovery of a

3090 discharge, promptly reported the discharge to the department,
3091 and drained and removed the system from service, if necessary.
3092 c. The owner or operator has not intentionally caused or
3093| concealed a discharge or disabled leak detection equipment.

3094 d. The owner or operator proceeds to complete initial

3095 remedial action as specified in department rules.

3096 e. The owner or operator, if required and if it has not
3097 already done so, applies for third-party liability coverage for
3098 the facility within 30 days after receipt of an eligibility
3099| order issued by the department pursuant to this subparagraph.
3100
3101| However, the department may consider in-kind services from
3102| eligible counties and municipalities in lieu of the $30,000

3103 deductible. The cost of conducting initial remedial action as
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defined by department rules is an eligible restoration cost
pursuant to this subparagraph.

4.a. By January 1, 1997, facilities at sites with existing
contamination must have methods of release detection to be
eligible for restoration insurance coverage for new discharges
subject to department rules for secondary containment. Annual
storage system testing, in conjunction with inventory control,
shall be considered to be a method of release detection until
the later of December 22, 1998, or 10 years after the date of
installation or the last upgrade. Other methods of release
detection for storage tanks which meet such requirement are:

(I) Interstitial monitoring of tank and integral piping
secondary containment systems;

(IT) Automatic tank gauging systems; or

(ITT) A statistical inventory reconciliation system with a
tank test every 3 years.

b. For pressurized integral piping systems, the owner or
operator must use:

(I) An automatic in-line leak detector with flow
restriction meeting the requirements of department rules used in
conjunction with an annual tightness or pressure test; or

(IT) An automatic in-line leak detector with electronic
flow shut-off meeting the requirements of department rules.

c. For suction integral piping systems, the owner or
operator must use:

(I) A single check valve installed directly below the
suction pump if there are no other valves between the dispenser
and the tank; or

(IT) An annual tightness test or other approved test.
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d. Owners of facilities with existing contamination that
install internal release detection systems pursuant to sub-
subparagraph a. shall permanently close their external
groundwater and vapor monitoring wells pursuant to department
rules by December 31, 1998. Upon installation of the internal
release detection system, such wells must be secured and taken
out of service until permanent closure.

e. Facilities with wvapor levels of contamination meeting
the requirements of or below the concentrations specified in the
performance standards for release detection methods specified in
department rules may continue to use vapor monitoring wells for
release detection.

f. The department may approve other methods of release
detection for storage tanks and integral piping which have at
least the same capability to detect a new release as the methods

specified in this subparagraph.

Sites meeting the criteria of this subsection for which a site
rehabilitation completion order was issued before June 1, 2008,
do not qualify for the 2008 increase in site rehabilitation
funding assistance and are bound by the pre-June 1, 2008,
limits. Sites meeting the criteria of this subsection for which
a site rehabilitation completion order was not issued before
June 1, 2008, regardless of whether they have previously
transitioned to nonstate-funded cleanup status, may continue
state-funded cleanup pursuant to s. 376.3071(6) until a site
rehabilitation completion order is issued or the increased site
rehabilitation funding assistance limit is reached, whichever

occurs first.
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3162 Section 61. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
3163 394.47865, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
3164 394.47865 South Florida State Hospital; privatization.—
3165 (1) The Department of Children and Families shall, through

3166| a request for proposals, privatize South Florida State Hospital.
3167 The department shall plan to begin implementation of this

3168| privatization initiative by July 1, 1998.

3169 (a) Notwithstanding s. 287.057(11) s+—2874-85+3+4), the

3170 department may enter into agreements, not to exceed 20 years,
3171| with a private provider, a coalition of providers, or another
3172| agency to finance, design, and construct a treatment facility
3173| having up to 350 beds and to operate all aspects of daily

3174 operations within the facility. The department may subcontract
3175 any or all components of this procurement to a statutorily

3176| established state governmental entity that has successfully

3177 contracted with private companies for designing, financing,

3178 acquiring, leasing, constructing, and operating major privatized
3179| state facilities.

3180 Section 62. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and subsection
3181 (3) of section 402.7305, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
3182 402.7305 Department of Children and Families; procurement
3183 of contractual services; contract management.—

3184 (2) PROCUREMENT OF COMMODITIES AND CONTRACTUAL SERVICES.—
3185 (b) When it is in the best interest of a defined segment of
3186 its consumer population, the department may competitively

3187| procure and contract for systems of treatment or service that
3188 involve multiple providers, rather than procuring and

3189| contracting for treatment or services separately from each

3190| participating provider. The department must ensure that all
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3191| providers that participate in the treatment or service system
3192| meet all applicable statutory, regulatory, service quality, and
3193| cost control requirements. If other governmental entities or
3194 wunits of special purpose government contribute matching funds to
3195 the support of a given system of treatment or service, the
3196| department shall formally request information from those funding
3197 entities in the procurement process and may take the information
3198 received into account in the selection process. If a local
3199| government contributes matching funds to support the system of
3200 treatment or contracted service and if the match constitutes at
3201 least 25 percent of the value of the contract, the department
3202 shall afford the governmental match contributor an opportunity
3203 to name an employee as one of the persons required by s.

3204 287.057(14) s+—28+0657H+7H to evaluate or negotiate certain

3205| contracts, unless the department sets forth in writing the

3206| reason why the inclusion would be contrary to the best interest
3207 of the state. Any employee so named by the governmental match
3208 contributor shall qualify as one of the persons required by s.

3209 287.057(14) s+—=28+0857++-. A governmental entity or unit of

3210 special purpose government may not name an employee as one of

3211 the persons required by s. 287.057(14) s+—28+0B5++H if it, or

3212 any of its political subdivisions, executive agencies, or

3213 special districts, intends to compete for the contract to be
3214 awarded. The governmental funding entity or contributor of
3215 matching funds must comply with all procurement procedures set
3216 forth in s. 287.057 when appropriate and required.

3217 (3) CONTRACT MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS.—The

3218 Department of Children and Families shall review the time period

3219 for which the department executes contracts and shall execute
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3220 multiyear contracts to make the most efficient use of the
3221 resources devoted to contract processing and execution. Whenever
3222 the department chooses not to use a multiyear contract, a
3223| Jjustification for that decision must be contained in the

3224 contract. Notwithstanding s. 287.057(12) s+—287-057+5), the

3225| department is responsible for establishing a contract management
3226| process that requires a member of the department’s Senior

3227| Management or Selected Exempt Service to assign in writing the
3228 responsibility of a contract to a contract manager. The

3229| department shall maintain a set of procedures describing its
3230 contract management process which must minimally include the
3231 following requirements:

3232 (a) The contract manager shall maintain the official

3233 contract file throughout the duration of the contract and for a
3234| period not less than 6 years after the termination of the

3235 contract.

3236 (b) The contract manager shall review all invoices for
3237 compliance with the criteria and payment schedule provided for
3238 in the contract and shall approve payment of all invoices before
3239 their transmission to the Department of Financial Services for
3240| payment.

3241 (c) The contract manager shall maintain a schedule of

3242| payments and total amounts disbursed and shall periodically
3243| reconcile the records with the state’s official accounting

3244 records.

3245 (d) For contracts involving the provision of direct client
3246| services, the contract manager shall periodically visit the

3247| physical location where the services are delivered and speak

3248| directly to clients receiving the services and the staff
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3249 responsible for delivering the services.
3250 (e) The contract manager shall meet at least once a month
3251| directly with the contractor’s representative and maintain
3252 records of such meetings.
3253 (f) The contract manager shall periodically document any
3254 differences between the required performance measures and the
3255 actual performance measures. If a contractor fails to meet and
3256 comply with the performance measures established in the
3257 contract, the department may allow a reasonable period for the
3258| contractor to correct performance deficiencies. If performance
3259| deficiencies are not resolved to the satisfaction of the
3260 department within the prescribed time, and if no extenuating
3261 circumstances can be documented by the contractor to the
3262 department’s satisfaction, the department must terminate the
3263 contract. The department may not enter into a new contract with
3264 that same contractor for the services for which the contract was
3265| previously terminated for a period of at least 24 months after
3266| the date of termination. The contract manager shall obtain and
3267| enforce corrective action plans, if appropriate, and maintain
3268 records regarding the completion or failure to complete
3269 corrective action items.
3270 (g) The contract manager shall document any contract
3271 modifications, which shall include recording any contract
3272 amendments as provided for in this section.
3273 (h) The contract manager shall be properly trained before
3274| being assigned responsibility for any contract.
3275 Section 63. Subsection (2) of section 408.045, Florida

3276 Statutes, is amended to read:

3277 408.045 Certificate of need; competitive sealed proposals.—
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(2) The agency shall make a decision regarding the issuance

of the certificate of need in accordance with s. 287.057(14) +he

Iz 3 n
T

provisieons—ef—s+—28+054++, rules adopted by the agenc
~

relating to intermediate care facilities for the developmentally
disabled, and the criteria in s. 408.035, as further defined by
rule.

Section 64. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and subsection
(6) of section 473.3065, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

473.3065 Clay Ford Scholarship Program; Certified Public
Accountant Education Minority Assistance Advisory Council.-—

(3) The board shall adopt rules as necessary for
administration of the Clay Ford Scholarship Program, including
rules relating to the following:

(a) Eligibility criteria for receipt of a scholarship,
which, at a minimum, shall include the following factors:

1. Financial need.

2. Ethnic, gender, or racial minority status pursuant to s.
288.703(3) s+—288-703+4).

3. Scholastic ability and performance.

(6) There is hereby created the Certified Public Accountant
Education Minority Assistance Advisory Council to assist the
board in administering the Clay Ford Scholarship Program. The
council shall be diverse and representative of the gender,
ethnic, and racial categories set forth in s. 288.703(3) s+
28870345

(a) The council shall consist of five licensed Florida-

certified public accountants selected by the board, of whom one
shall be a board member who serves as chair of the council, one

shall be a representative of the National Association of Black
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3307| Accountants, one shall be a representative of the Cuban American
3308 CPA Association, and two shall be selected at large. At least
3309 one member of the council must be a woman.

3310 (b) The board shall determine the terms for initial

3311| appointments and appointments thereafter.

3312 (c) Any vacancy on the council shall be filled in the
3313| manner provided for the selection of the initial member. Any
3314| member appointed to fill a vacancy of an unexpired term shall be
3315| appointed for the remainder of that term.

3316 (d) Three consecutive absences or absences constituting 50
3317| percent or more of the council’s meetings within any 12-month
3318| period shall cause the council membership of the member in

3319| question to become void, and the position shall be considered
3320| wvacant.

3321 (e) The members of the council shall serve without

3322 compensation, and any necessary and actual expenses incurred by
3323 a member while engaged in the business of the council shall be
3324| borne by such member or by the organization or agency such

3325 member represents. However, the council member who is a member
3326 of the board shall be compensated in accordance with ss.

3327 455.207(4) and 112.061.

3328 Section 65. Subsection (42) of section 570.07, Florida
3329 Statutes, is amended to read:

3330 570.07 Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services;
3331 functions, powers, and duties.—The department shall have and
3332 exercise the following functions, powers, and duties:

3333 (42) Notwithstanding s. 287.057(21) £heprovisieons—of -5
3334| 284085724 that require all agencies to use the online

3335| procurement system developed by the Department of Management
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3336 Services, the department may continue to use its own online
3337 system. However, vendors utilizing such system shall be
3338| prequalified as meeting mandatory requirements and

3339| qualifications and shall remit fees pursuant to s. 287.057(21)

3340| s+—28+0B57H24)y, and any rules implementing s. 287.057.
3341 Section 66. Paragraph (e) of subsection (6) of section

3342 627.351, Florida Statutes, 1is amended to read:

3343 627.351 1Insurance risk apportionment plans.-—
3344 (6) CITIZENS PROPERTY INSURANCE CORPORATION.—
3345 (e) The corporation is subject to s. 287.057 for the

3346| purchase of commodities and contractual services except as

3347 otherwise provided in this paragraph. Services provided by

3348 tradepersons or technical experts to assist a licensed adjuster
3349 in the evaluation of individual claims are not subject to the
3350| procurement requirements of this section. Additionally, the

3351| procurement of financial services providers and underwriters
3352| must be made pursuant to s. 627.3513. Contracts for goods or
3353 services valued at or more than $100,000 are subject to approval
3354| by the board.

3355 1. The corporation is an agency for purposes of s. 287.057,
3356 except that, for purposes of s. 287.057(21) s+—28+6B5H24), the
3357 corporation is an eligible user.

3358 a. The authority of the Department of Management Services

3359| and the Chief Financial Officer under s. 287.057 extends to the

3360 corporation as if the corporation were an agency.

3361 b. The executive director of the corporation is the agency
3362| head under s. 287.057. The executive director of the corporation

3363| may assign or appoint a designee to act on his or her behalf.

3364 2. The corporation must provide notice of a decision or
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intended decision concerning a solicitation, contract award, or
exceptional purchase by electronic posting. Such notice must
contain the following statement: “Failure to file a protest
within the time prescribed in this section constitutes a waiver
of proceedings.”

a. A person adversely affected by the corporation’s
decision or intended decision to award a contract pursuant to s.
287.057 (1) or (3) (c) who elects to challenge the decision must
file a written notice of protest with the executive director of
the corporation within 72 hours after the corporation posts a
notice of its decision or intended decision. For a protest of
the terms, conditions, and specifications contained in a
solicitation, including provisions governing the methods for
ranking bids, proposals, replies, awarding contracts, reserving
rights of further negotiation, or modifying or amending any
contract, the notice of protest must be filed in writing within
72 hours after posting the solicitation. Saturdays, Sundays, and
state holidays are excluded in the computation of the 72-hour
time period.

b. A formal written protest must be filed within 10 days
after the date the notice of protest is filed. The formal
written protest must state with particularity the facts and law
upon which the protest is based. Upon receipt of a formal
written protest that has been timely filed, the corporation must
stop the solicitation or contract award process until the
subject of the protest is resolved by final board action unless
the executive director sets forth in writing particular facts
and circumstances that require the continuance of the

solicitation or contract award process without delay in order to
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3394 avoid an immediate and serious danger to the public health,
3395 safety, or welfare.
3396 (I) The corporation must provide an opportunity to resolve
3397 the protest by mutual agreement between the parties within 7
3398| business days after receipt of the formal written protest.
3399 (IT) If the subject of a protest is not resolved by mutual
3400 agreement within 7 business days, the corporation’s board must
3401 transmit the protest to the Division of Administrative Hearings
3402 and contract with the division to conduct a hearing to determine
3403 the merits of the protest and to issue a recommended order. The
3404| contract must provide for the corporation to reimburse the
3405| division for any costs incurred by the division for court
3406 reporters, transcript preparation, travel, facility rental, and
3407 other customary hearing costs in the manner set forth in s.
3408 120.65(9) . The division has jurisdiction to determine the facts
3409 and law concerning the protest and to issue a recommended order.
3410 The division’s rules and procedures apply to these proceedings.
3411 The protest must be heard by the division at a publicly noticed
3412| meeting in accordance with procedures established by the
3413 division.
3414 c. In a protest of an invitation-to-bid or request-for-
3415| proposals procurement, submissions made after the bid or
3416| proposal opening which amend or supplement the bid or proposal
3417| may not be considered. In protesting an invitation-to-negotiate
3418| procurement, submissions made after the corporation announces
3419 its intent to award a contract, reject all replies, or withdraw
3420 the solicitation that amends or supplements the reply may not be

3421 considered. Unless otherwise provided by law, the burden of

3422| proof rests with the party protesting the corporation’s action.
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In a competitive-procurement protest, other than a rejection of
all bids, proposals, or replies, the administrative law judge
must conduct a de novo proceeding to determine whether the
corporation’s proposed action is contrary to the corporation’s
governing statutes, the corporation’s rules or policies, or the
solicitation specifications. The standard of proof for the
proceeding is whether the corporation’s action was clearly
erroneous, contrary to competition, arbitrary, or capricious. In
any bid-protest proceeding contesting an intended corporation
action to reject all bids, proposals, or replies, the standard
of review by the board is whether the corporation’s intended
action is illegal, arbitrary, dishonest, or fraudulent.

d. Failure to file a notice of protest or failure to file a
formal written protest constitutes a waiver of proceedings.

3. The agency head or his or her designee shall consider
the recommended order of an administrative law judge and take
final action on the protest. Any further legal remedy lies with
the First District Court of Appeal.

Section 67. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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