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Florida Senate - 2025 SB 1538

By Senator Collins

14-01246B-25 20251538
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to contracting with foreign countries
of concern; amending s. 287.138, F.S.; removing the
definition of the term “controlling interest”;
prohibiting governmental entities from entering into
certain contracts for products with governments of
foreign countries of concern if such governments have
specific ownership interests in those products;
requiring certain entities that bid or propose to
provide goods or services to sign a certain affidavit;
removing provisions that prohibit governmental
entities from entering into or renewing specified
contracts with certain entities if doing so would give
access to personal identifying information; amending
s. 316.0078, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes

made by the act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 287.138, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
287.138 Contracting with entities of foreign countries of

concern prohibited.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:
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Services.

(b)+4e) “Foreign country of concern” means the People’s
Republic of China, the Russian Federation, the Islamic Republic
of Iran, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Republic
of Cuba, the Venezuelan regime of Nicolds Maduro, or the Syrian
Arab Republic, including any agency of or any other entity of
significant control of such foreign country of concern.

(c)+ey “Governmental entity” means any state, county,
district, authority, or municipal officer, department, division,
board, bureau, commission, or other separate unit of government
created or established by law including, but not limited to, the
Commission on Ethics, the Public Service Commission, the Office
of Public Counsel, and any other public or private agency,
person, partnership, corporation, or business entity acting on
behalf of any public agency.

(2) A governmental entity may not *kmewingty enter into a

contract for services or to procure or purchase computers,

printers, or interoperable or videoconferencing devices or

services if the government of a foreign country of concern has

an ownership interest in the manufacturer, bidder, or offeror,

or any subsidiary or parent entity of the manufacturer, bidder,

or offeror of such equipment, devices, or services withan
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(5) The Attorney General may bring a civil action in any
court of competent jurisdiction against an entity that violates
this section. Violations of this section may result in:

(a) A civil penalty equal to twice the amount of the
contract for which the entity submitted a bid or proposal for,
replied to, or entered into;

(b) Ineligibility to enter into, renew, or extend any other
contract, including any grant agreements, with any governmental
entity for up to 5 years;

(c) Ineligibility to receive or renew any license,
certification, or credential issued by a governmental entity for
up to 5 years; and

(d) Placement on the suspended vendor list pursuant to s.
287.1351.

(6) Any penalties collected under subsection (5) must be
deposited into the General Revenue Fund.

(7) The department shall adopt rules to implement this
section, including rules establishing the form for the affidavit
required under subsection (4).

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 316.0078, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

316.0078 Prohibition on contracting for camera systems of

vendors of foreign countries of concern.—
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(1) As used in this section, the term +erms
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£ —and “foreign country of concern” has hawe the same

meaning meanings as in s. 287.138(1).
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117 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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