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Florida Senate - 2025 CS for SB 1618

By the Appropriations Committee on Pre-K - 12 Education; and
Senator Calatayud

602-02771-25 20251618cl
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to prekindergarten through grade 12
education; amending s. 11.45, F.S.; removing the
Florida School for Competitive Academics from audit
requirements; amending s. 216.251, F.S.; removing the
Florida School for Competitive Academics from
specified classification and pay plans; amending s.
447.203, F.S.; removing the Florida School for
Competitive Academics from the definition of a public
employer; amending s. 1000.04, F.S.; removing the
Florida School for Competitive Academics from the
components of Florida’s Early Learning-20 education
system; amending s. 1001.20, F.S.; removing the
Florida School for Competitive Academics from the
duties of the Office of Inspector General within the
Department of Education; creating s. 1001.325, F.S.;
prohibiting the expenditure of funds by public
schools, charter schools, school districts, charter
school administrators, or direct-support organizations
to purchase membership in, or goods or services from,
any organization that discriminates on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or
religion; prohibiting the expenditure of funds by
public schools, charter schools, school districts,
charter school administrators, or direct-support
organizations to promote, support, or maintain certain
programs or activities; authorizing the use of student
fees and school or district facilities by student-led

organizations under certain circumstances; providing
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construction; requiring the State Board of Education
to adopt rules; amending s. 1001.452, F.S.; deleting a
provision requiring the Commissioner of Education to
determine whether school districts have maximized
efforts to include minority persons and persons of
lower socioceconomic status on their school advisory
councils; amending s. 1002.20, F.S.; authorizing
public schools to purchase or enter into arrangements
for certain emergency opioid antagonists, rather than
only for naloxone; requiring that district school
board policies authorizing corporal punishment include
a requirement that parental consent be provided before
the administration of corporal punishment; amending s.
1002.33, F.S.; requiring a charter school to comply
with statute relating to corporal punishment;
repealing s. 1002.351, F.S., relating to the Florida
School for Competitive Academics; amending s.
1002.394, F.S.; removing the Florida School for
Competitive Academics from Family Empowerment
Scholarship prohibitions; amending s. 1002.395, F.S.;
removing the Florida School for Competitive Academics
from Florida Tax Credit Scholarship prohibitions;
amending s. 1002.42, F.S.; authorizing certain private
schools to construct new facilities on property that
meets specified criteria; amending s. 1002.68, F.S.;
deleting a provision requiring the department to
confer with the Council for Early Grade Success before
receiving a certain approval; amending s. 1002.71,

F.S.; revising the conditions under which a student
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may withdraw from a prekindergarten program and
reenroll in another program; amending s. 1002.945,
F.S.; revising the criteria required for a child care
facility, large family child care home, or family day
care home to obtain and maintain a designation as a
Gold Seal Quality Care provider; amending s. 1003.41,
F.S.; requiring that certain standards documents
contain only academic standards and benchmarks;
requiring the Commissioner of Education to revise
currently approved standards documents and submit them
to the state board by a specified date; amending s.
1003.42, F.S.; revising required instruction on the
principles of agriculture; requiring the department to
collaborate with specified entities to develop
associated standards and a curriculum; authorizing the
department to contract with certain agricultural
education organizations; amending s. 1003.4201, F.S.;
authorizing the inclusion of intensive reading
interventions in a school district comprehensive
reading instruction plan; requiring that intensive
reading interventions be delivered by instructional
personnel who possess a micro-credential or are
certified or endorsed in reading; requiring that such
interventions incorporate certain strategies;
requiring that instructional personnel with a micro-
credential be supervised by an individual certified or
endorsed in reading; defining the term “supervised”;
authorizing the inclusion in the reading instruction

plans of a description of how school districts
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88 prioritize the assignment of highly effective
89 teachers; amending s. 1003.4282, F.S.; adding
90 components to required instruction on financial
91 literacy; amending s. 1007.27, F.S.; requiring the
92 state board to identify national consortia to develop
93 certain courses; authorizing the department to join or
94 establish a national consortium as an additional
95 alternative method to develop and implement advanced
96 placement courses; repealing s. 1008.2125, F.S.,
97 relating to the Council for Early Grade Success;
98 amending s. 1008.36, F.S.; specifying the recipients
99 of school recognition bonus funds; amending s.
100 1008.365, F.S.; revising the types of tutoring hours
101 that may be counted toward meeting the community
102 service requirements for the Bright Futures
103 Scholarship Program; repealing s. 1011.58, F.S.,
104 relating to legislative budget requests of the Florida
105 School for Competitive Academics; repealing s.
1006 1011.59, F.S., relating to funds for the Florida
107 School for Competitive Academics; amending s.
108 1012.315, F.S.; revising educator certification and
109 certain employment screening standards; making
110 technical changes; amending s. 1012.56, F.S.;
111 authorizing individuals to demonstrate mastery of
112 general knowledge, subject area knowledge, or
113 professional preparation and education competence by
114 providing a school district with documentation of a
115 valid certificate issued by the American Board for
116 Certification of Teacher Excellence; amending s.
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1012.77, F.S.; conforming a provision to a change made
by the act; specifying entities eligible to submit
nominees for the Teacher of the Year and Ambassador

for Education awards; providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (d) and (f) of subsection (2) of
section 11.45, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

11.45 Definitions; duties; authorities; reports; rules.—

(2) DUTIES.—The Auditor General shall:

(d) Annually conduct financial audits of the accounts and
records of all district school boards in counties with
populations of less fewer than 150,000, according to the most

recent federal decennial statewide census; and the Florida
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(f) At least every 3 years, conduct operational audits of
the accounts and records of state agencies, state universities,
state colleges, district school boards, the Florida Clerks of
Court Operations Corporation, water management districts, and
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The Auditor General shall perform his or her duties

independently but under the general policies established by the
Legislative Auditing Committee. This subsection does not limit
the Auditor General’s discretionary authority to conduct other

audits or engagements of governmental entities as authorized in
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subsection (3).

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
216.251, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

216.251 Salary appropriations; limitations.—

(2) (a) The salary for each position not specifically
indicated in the appropriations acts shall be as provided in one
of the following subparagraphs:

1. Within the classification and pay plans provided for in
chapter 110.

2. Within the classification and pay plans established by
the Board of Trustees for the Florida School for the Deaf and
the Blind of the Department of Education and approved by the
State Board of Education for academic and academic
administrative personnel.

3. Within the classification and pay plan approved and
administered by the Board of Governors or the designee of the
board for those positions in the State University System.

4. Within the classification and pay plan approved by the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, as the case may be, for employees of the
Legislature.

5. Within the approved classification and pay plan for the

judicial branch.

(O
<+
4

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 447.203, Florida
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Statutes, is amended to read:

447.203 Definitions.—As used in this part:

(2) “Public employer” or “employer” means the state or any
county, municipality, or special district or any subdivision or
agency thereof which the commission determines has sufficient
legal distinctiveness properly to carry out the functions of a
public employer. With respect to all public employees determined
by the commission as properly belonging to a statewide
bargaining unit composed of State Career Service System
employees or Selected Professional Service employees, the
Governor 1s deemed to be the public employer; and the Board of
Governors of the State University System, or the board’s
designee, is deemed to be the public employer with respect to
all public employees of each constituent state university. The
board of trustees of a community college is deemed to be the
public employer with respect to all employees of the community
college. The district school board is deemed to be the public
employer with respect to all employees of the school district.
The Board of Trustees of the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind is deemed to be the public employer with respect to the
academic and academic administrative personnel of the Florida

13
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Aeademies— The Governor is deemed to be the public employer with
respect to all employees in the Correctional Education Program
of the Department of Corrections established pursuant to s.

944.801.
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204 Section 4. Subsection (7) of section 1000.04, Florida
205 Statutes, is amended to read:
206 1000.04 Components for the delivery of public education
207| within the Florida Early Learning-20 education system.—Florida’s
208| Early Learning-20 education system provides for the delivery of
209| early learning and public education through publicly supported
210 and controlled K-12 schools, Florida College System
211 institutions, state universities and other postsecondary
212 educational institutions, other educational institutions, and
213| other educational services as provided or authorized by the

214 Constitution and laws of the state.

215 H—FHE—FLEORIPA—SCHOOEFORCOMPET T IV E—ACABEMICS—The

216 Ferida—Sehool—for Competitive Academies—is—a component—of—+the
217 detiveryv—of publieceduecation—within Floridals Farly hearning—20
218| eduveatieon—systems

219 Section 5. Paragraph (e) of subsection (4) of section

220 1001.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

221 1001.20 Department under direction of state board.—

222 (4) The Department of Education shall establish the

223 following offices within the Office of the Commissioner of

224 Education which shall coordinate their activities with all other
225 divisions and offices:

226 (e) Office of Inspector General.—Organized using existing
2277 resources and funds and responsible for promoting

228 accountability, efficiency, and effectiveness and detecting

229 fraud and abuse within school districts, the Florida School for

230 the Deaf and the Blind, theFleorida—Schoolfor Competitive
231| Aeademiesy and Florida College System institutions in Florida.

232 If the Commissioner of Education determines that a district
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school board, the Board of Trustees for the Florida School for

the Deaf and the Blind, #the Beoard—eoef FrusteesFforthe Florida

choeol—for CompetitiveAecademiesy; or a Florida College System
institution board of trustees is unwilling or unable to address
substantiated allegations made by any person relating to waste,
fraud, or financial mismanagement within the school district,

the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, +the Flerida

Scheool—forCompetitiveAecademiesy or the Florida College System

institution, the office must conduct, coordinate, or request
investigations into such substantiated allegations. The office
shall investigate allegations or reports of possible fraud or
abuse against a district school board made by any member of the
Cabinet; the presiding officer of either house of the
Legislature; a chair of a substantive or appropriations
committee with jurisdiction; or a member of the board for which
an investigation is sought. The office may investigate
allegations or reports of suspected violations of a student’s,
parent’s, or teacher’s rights. The office shall have access to
all information and personnel necessary to perform its duties
and shall have all of its current powers, duties, and
responsibilities authorized in s. 20.055.

Section 6. Section 1001.325, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1001.325 Prohibited expenditures.—

(1) A public school, charter school, school district,

charter school administrator, or direct-support organization may

not expend any funds, regardless of source, to purchase

membership in, or goods and services from, any organization that

discriminates on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
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disability, or religion.

(2) A public school, charter school, school district,

charter school administrator, or direct-support organization may

not expend any state or federal funds to promote, support, or

maintain any programs or campus activities that:

(a) Violate s. 1000.05; or

(b) Advocate, promote, or engage in political or social

activism, as defined by the State Board of Education.

Student fees to support student-led organizations are permitted

notwithstanding any speech or expressive activity by such

organizations which would otherwise violate this subsection,

provided that public funds are allocated to student-led

organizations pursuant to written policies or regulations of the

school or district in which the student is enrolled, as

applicable. Use of school or district facilities by student-led

organizations is permitted notwithstanding any speech or

expressive activity by such organizations which would otherwise

violate this subsection, provided that such use is granted to

student-led organizations pursuant to written policies or

regulations of the school or school district, as applicable.

(3) Subsection (2) does not prohibit programs, campus

activities, or functions required for compliance with general or

federal laws or regulations, for obtaining or retaining

accreditation, or for continuing to receive state funds with the

approval of either the State Board of Education or the

department.

(4) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

implement this section.
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Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1001.452, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1001.452 District and school advisory councils.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.-—

(a) The district school board shall establish an advisory
council for each school in the district and shall develop
procedures for the election and appointment of advisory council
members. Each school advisory council shall include in its name

7

the words “school advisory council.” The school advisory council
shall be the sole body responsible for final decisionmaking at
the school relating to implementation of ss. 1001.42(18) and
1008.345. A majority of the members of each school advisory
council must be persons who are not employed by the school
district. Each advisory council shall be composed of the
principal and an appropriately balanced number of teachers,
education support employees, students, parents, and other
business and community citizens who are representative of the
ethnic, racial, and economic community served by the school.
Career center and high school advisory councils shall include
students, and middle and junior high school advisory councils
may include students. School advisory councils of career centers
and adult education centers are not required to include parents
as members. Council members representing teachers, education
support employees, students, and parents shall be elected by
their respective peer groups at the school in a fair and
equitable manner as follows:

1. Teachers shall be elected by teachers.

2. Education support employees shall be elected by

education support employees.
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320 3. Students shall be elected by students.
321 4. Parents shall be elected by parents.

322
323| The district school board shall establish procedures to be used

324| Dby schools in selecting business and community members which

325| #hat include means of ensuring wide notice of vacancies and of
326 taking input on possible members from local business, chambers
327 of commerce, community and civic organizations and groups, and
328 the public at large. The district school board shall review the
329| membership composition of each advisory council. If the district
330| school board determines that the membership elected by the

331 school is not representative of the ethnic, racial, and economic
332| community served by the school, the district school board must

333| shadtdt appoint additional members to achieve proper

334 re resentatlon T Anmrma o A~ a7 ] Aot g 2 fFf o~ 1o Whosxs
p . rIrCc— COoOmMrro oot T oottt itC—T o Coo oI v e
335 maszama o2~ L~ o At o 4+ 1T~ n g S Arza oA o nea 1l o
MoxXTmrr Z2C0cCTrr CTrroTrT oo co T oatbC—Ot ST atOv SOy CountcT=5

337| Although schools are strongly encouraged to establish school
338 advisory councils, the district school board of any school

339| district that has a student population of 10,000 or less fewer

340 may establish a district advisory council which includes at

341 least one duly elected teacher from each school in the district.
342 For the purposes of school advisory councils and district

343 advisory councils, the term “teacher” includes classroom

344 teachers, certified student services personnel, and media

345 specialists. For purposes of this paragraph, “education support
346| employee” means any person employed by a school who is not

347 defined as instructional or administrative personnel pursuant to

348 s. 1012.01 and whose duties require 20 or more hours in each
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349| normal working week.
350 Section 8. Paragraph (o) of subsection (3) and paragraph
351 (c) of subsection (4) of section 1002.20, Florida Statutes, are

352 amended to read:

353 1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
354 school students must receive accurate and timely information
355| regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
356 of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
357 students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory

358 rights including, but not limited to, the following:

359 (3) HEALTH ISSUES.—

360 (0) Emergency opioid antagonist Natexene use and supply.—

361 1. A public school may purchase a supply of an emergency

362| +*he opioid antagonist approved by the United States Food and
363 Drug Administration (FDA) wmatexene from a wholesale distributor

364 as defined in s. 499.003 or may enter into an arrangement with a
365 wholesale distributor or manufacturer as defined in s. 499.003

366 for an FDA-approved emergency opioid antagonist aatexene at

367 fair-market, free, or reduced prices for use in the event that a

368 student has an opioid overdose. The FDA-approved emergency

369 opioid antagonist matexerne must be maintained in a secure

370 location on the public school’s premises.

371 2. A school district employee who administers an approved
372| emergency opioid antagonist to a student in compliance with ss.
373 381.887 and 768.13 is immune from civil liability under s.

374 768.13.

375 (4) DISCIPLINE.—
376 (c) Corporal punishment.—
377 1. In accordance with the provisions of s. 1003.32,
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378 corporal punishment of a public school student may only be
379 administered by a teacher or school principal within guidelines
380 of the school principal and according to district school board
381| policy. Another adult must be present and must be informed in
382 the student’s presence of the reason for the punishment. Upon
383 request, the teacher or school principal must provide the parent
384| with a written explanation of the reason for the punishment and
385 the name of the other adult who was present.
386 2. A district school board having a policy authorizing the
387| use of corporal punishment as a form of discipline shall include

388 in such policy a requirement that a parent provide consent for

389 the school to administer corporal punishment. The district

390 school board policy may require such consent for the school

391 year, or before each administration. The district school board

392 shall review its policy on corporal punishment once every 3

393 years during a district school board meeting held pursuant to s.
394 1001.372. The district school board shall take public testimony
395| at the board meeting. If such board meeting is not held in

396 accordance with this subparagraph, the portion of the district

397 school board’s policy authorizing corporal punishment expires.

398 Section 9. Paragraph (b) of subsection (16) of section
399 1002.33, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

400 1002.33 Charter schools.—

401 (16) EXEMPTION FROM STATUTES.—

402 (b) Additionally, a charter school shall be in compliance

403| with the following statutes:
404 1. Section 286.011, relating to public meetings and

405| records, public inspection, and criminal and civil penalties.

406 2. Chapter 119, relating to public records.
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3. Section 1003.03, relating to the maximum class size,
except that the calculation for compliance pursuant to s.

1003.03 shall be the average at the school level.

4. Section 1012.22(1) (c), relating to compensation and
salary schedules.

5. Section 1012.33(5), relating to workforce reductions.

6. Section 1012.335, relating to contracts with
instructional personnel hired on or after July 1, 2011.

7. Section 1012.34, relating to the substantive
requirements for performance evaluations for instructional
personnel and school administrators.

8. Section 1006.12, relating to safe-school officers.

9. Section 1006.07(7), relating to threat management teams.

10. Section 1006.07(9), relating to School Environmental
Safety Incident Reporting.

11. Section 1006.07(10), relating to reporting of
involuntary examinations.

12. Section 1006.1493, relating to the Florida Safe Schools
Assessment Tool.

13. Section 1006.07(6) (d), relating to adopting an active
assailant response plan.

14. Section 943.082(4) (b), relating to the mobile
suspicious activity reporting tool.

15. Section 1012.584, relating to youth mental health
awareness and assistance training.

16. Section 1001.42(4) (f)2., relating to middle school and
high school start times. A charter school-in-the-workplace is
exempt from this requirement.

17. Section 1002.20(4) (c), relating to school corporal
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punishment.

Section 10. Section 1002.351, Florida Statutes, is

repealed.

Section 11. Subsection (6) of section 1002.394, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1002.394 The Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.—

(6) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
a Family Empowerment Scholarship while he or she is:

(a) Enrolled full time in a public school, including, but

not limited to, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind,

the College-Preparatory Boarding Academy, +theFlorida—Schoot—for
Competitive—Aecademiess the Florida Virtual School, the Florida
Scholars Academy, a developmental research school authorized
under s. 1002.32, or a charter school authorized under this
chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, a 3- or 4-year-old
child who receives services funded through the Florida Education
Finance Program is considered to be a student enrolled in a
public school;

(b) Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of
providing educational services to youth in a Department of
Juvenile Justice commitment program;

(c) Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant to
this chapter. However, an eligible public school student
receiving a scholarship under s. 1002.411 may receive a
scholarship for transportation pursuant to subparagraph
(4) (a)2.;

(d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her
private school teachers pursuant to s. 1002.421(1) (i), unless he

or she is eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) and enrolled in
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465 the participating private school’s transition-to-work program
466| pursuant to subsection (16) or a home education program pursuant
467| to s. 1002.41;
468 (e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to
469 s. 1002.43 unless he or she is determined eligible pursuant to
470 paragraph (3) (b); or
471 (f) Participating in virtual instruction pursuant to s.
472 1002.455 that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s
473| participation.
474 Section 12. Subsection (4) of section 1002.395, Florida
475 Statutes, 1s amended to read:
476 1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.-—
477 (4) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
478 a scholarship while he or she is:
479 (a) Enrolled full time in a public school, including, but
480 not limited to, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind,

481 the College-Preparatory Boarding Academy, theFlerida——Scheool—for
482 CompetitiveAecademiess the Florida Virtual School, the Florida
483 Scholars Academy, a developmental research school authorized

484 under s. 1002.32, or a charter school authorized under this

485 chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, a 3- or 4-year-old

486 child who receives services funded through the Florida Education
487 Finance Program is considered a student enrolled full time in a
488| public school;

489 (b) Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of

490| providing educational services to youth in a Department of

491 Juvenile Justice commitment program;

492 (c) Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant to

493 this chapter. However, an eligible public school student
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receiving a scholarship under s. 1002.411 may receive a
scholarship for transportation pursuant to subparagraph

(6) (d)4.;

(d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her
private school teachers pursuant to s. 1002.421(1) (i) unless he
or she is enrolled in a personalized education program;

(e) Participating in a home education program as defined in
s. 1002.01(1);

(f) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to
s. 1002.43 unless he or she is enrolled in a personalized
education program; or

(g) Participating in virtual instruction pursuant to s.
1002.455 that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s
participation.

Section 13. Paragraph (c) is added to subsection (19) of
section 1002.42, Florida Statutes, to read:

1002.42 Private schools.—

(19) FACILITIES.—

(c) A private school located in a county with four

incorporated municipalities may construct new facilities, which

may be temporary or permanent, on property purchased from or

owned or leased by a library, community service organization,

museum, performing arts venue, theater, cinema, or church under

s. 170.201, which is or was actively used as such within 5 years

of any executed agreement with a private school; any land owned

by a Florida College System institution or state university; and

any land recently used to house a school or child care facility

licensed under s. 402.305 under its preexisting zoning and land

use designations without rezoning or obtaining a special
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exception or a land use change and without complying with any

mitigation requirements or conditions. The new facility must be

located on property used solely for purposes described in this

paragraph and must meet applicable state and local health,

safety, and welfare laws, codes, and rules, including firesafety

and building safety.

Section 14. Paragraph (e) of subsection (4) of section
1002.68, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.68 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
accountability.—

(4)

(e) Subject to an appropriation, the department shall
provide for a differential payment to a private prekindergarten
provider and public school based on the provider’s designation.
The maximum differential payment may not exceed a total of 15
percent of the base student allocation per full-time equivalent
student under s. 1002.71 attending in the consecutive program
year for that program. A private prekindergarten provider or
public school may not receive a differential payment if it

receives a designation of “proficient” or lower. Befere—the

Section 15. Subsection (4) of section 1002.71, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:
1002.71 Funding; financial and attendance reporting.—

(4) Notwithstanding s. 1002.53(3) and subsection (2):
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(a) A child who—Fer—any ef+the prekindergartenprograms

i sted—dn——s+—3002-53{3)+ has not completed any of the

prekindergarten programs listed in s. 1002.53(3) mere—tharn—H

pereent—of +the houvrs—autheorizedto be reportedfor funding under

stbseetion—{2)—eor has rotexpended—more—than+0—pereent—of—the

fonds—auvtheorized for the ehitd under s+—3+062-66+ may withdraw

from the program for good cause and reenroll in one of the

programs. The total funding for a child who reenrolls in one of
the programs for good cause may not exceed one full-time
equivalent student. Funding for a child who withdraws and
reenrolls in one of the programs for good cause must shaltd be
issued in accordance with the department’s uniform attendance
policy adopted pursuant to paragraph (6) (d).

(b) A child who has not substantially completed any of the
prekindergarten programs listed in s. 1002.53(3) may withdraw
from the program due to an extreme hardship that is beyond the
child’s or parent’s control, reenroll in one of the summer
programs, and be reported for funding purposes as a full-time
equivalent student in the summer program for which the child is

reenrolled.

A child may reenroll only once in a prekindergarten program
under this section. A child who reenrolls in a prekindergarten
program under this subsection may not subsequently withdraw from
unless the child is granted a good

The department shall

the program and reenroll,
cause exemption under this subsection.

establish criteria specifying whether a good cause exists for a

tahoat+trh ey o
a 7 wirtccriC T

child to withdraw from a program under paragraph
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and whether an extreme hardship exists which is beyond the
child’s or parent’s control under paragraph (b).

Section 16. Paragraph (d) of subsection (4) of section
1002.945, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.945 Gold Seal Quality Care Program.-—

(4) In order to obtain and maintain a designation as a Gold
Seal Quality Care provider, a child care facility, large family
child care home, or family day care home must meet the following

additional criteria:

Section 17. Subsection (3) of section 1003.41, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.41 State academic standards.—

(3) The Commissioner of Education shall, as deemed
necessary, develop and submit proposed revisions to the
standards for review and comment by Florida educators, school
administrators, representatives of the Florida College System
institutions and state universities who have expertise in the
content knowledge and skills necessary to prepare a student for
postsecondary education and careers, a representative from the
Department of Commerce, business and industry leaders for in-
demand careers, and the public. The commissioner, after

considering reviews and comments, shall submit the proposed
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610 revisions to the State Board of Education for adoption. New and

611 revised standards documents submitted for approval to the state

612| Dboard must consist only of academic standards and benchmarks.

613 The commissioner shall revise all currently approved standards

614| documents based on the requirements of this subsection and

015 submit all revised standards documents to the state board for

616 approval no later than July 1, 2026.

617 Section 18. Paragraph (j) of subsection (2) of section
618 1003.42, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

619 1003.42 Required instruction.—

620 (2) Members of the instructional staff of the public

621 schools, subject to the rules of the State Board of Education
622 and the district school board, shall teach efficiently and
623 faithfully, using the books and materials required that meet the
624 highest standards for professionalism and historical accuracy,
625 following the prescribed courses of study, and employing

626| approved methods of instruction, the following:

627 (J) The elementary principles of agriculture. This

628 component must include, but need not be limited to, the history

629 of agriculture both nationally and specifically to this state,

630 the economic and societal impact of agriculture, and the various

631 agricultural industry sectors. The department, in collaboration

632| with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the

633| University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural

634 Sciences, shall prepare and offer standards and a curriculum for

635 the instruction required by this paragraph and may seek input

636 from state or nationally recognized agricultural educational

637 organizations. The department may contract with state or

638 nationally recognized agricultural educational organizations to
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639| develop training for instructional personnel and grade-

640 appropriate classroom resources to support the developed

041 curriculum.

642

643 The State Board of Education is encouraged to adopt standards
644 and pursue assessment of the requirements of this subsection.
645 Instructional programming that incorporates the values of the
646| recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor and that is

647 offered as part of a social studies, English Language Arts, or
648 other schoolwide character building and veteran awareness

649| 1initiative meets the requirements of paragraph (u).

650 Section 19. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section

651 1003.4201, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

652 1003.4201 Comprehensive system of reading instruction.—Each
653 school district must implement a system of comprehensive reading
654 instruction for students enrolled in prekindergarten through

655 grade 12 and certain students who exhibit a substantial

656| deficiency in early literacy.

657 (2) (a) Components of the reading instruction plan may

658 include the following:

659 1. Additional time per day of evidence-based intensive

660 reading instruction for kindergarten through grade 12 students,
661| which may be delivered during or outside of the regular school
662 day.

663 2. Highly qualified reading coaches, who must be endorsed
664 in reading, to specifically support classroom teachers in making
665 instructional decisions based on progress monitoring data

066 collected pursuant to s. 1008.25(9) and improve classroom

667 teacher delivery of effective reading instruction, reading
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668 intervention, and reading in the content areas based on student
669| need.
670 3. Professional learning to help instructional personnel
671| and certified prekindergarten teachers funded in the Florida
672 Education Finance Program earn a certification, a credential, an
673 endorsement, or an advanced degree in scientifically researched
674 and evidence-based reading instruction.
675 4. Summer reading camps, using only classroom teachers or
676| other district personnel who possess a micro-credential as
677| specified in s. 1003.485 or are certified or endorsed in reading
678 consistent with s. 1008.25(8) (b)3., for all students in
679| kindergarten through grade 5 exhibiting a reading deficiency as
680 determined by district and state assessments.

681 5. Intensive reading interventions, which must be delivered

682| by instructional personnel who possess a micro-credential as

683| provided in s. 1003.485 or are certified or endorsed in reading

684 as provided in s. 1012.586 and must incorporate evidence-based

685 strategies identified by the Just Read, Florida! office pursuant

686 to s. 1001.215(7). Instructional personnel who possess a micro-

687 credential as specified in s. 1003.485 and are delivering

688 intensive reading interventions must be supervised by an

689| individual certified or endorsed in reading. For the purposes of

690 this subparagraph, the term “supervised” means that

691 instructional personnel with a micro-credential are able,

692 through telecommunication or in person, to communicate and

693 consult with, and receive direction from, certified or endorsed

694| personnel. Incentives for instructional personnel and certified

695| prekindergarten teachers funded in the Florida Education Finance

696 Program who possess a reading certification or endorsement as
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697 specified in s. 1012.586 or micro-credential as specified in s.

698 1003.485 and provide educational support to improve student
699| literacy.
700 6. Tutoring in reading.

701 7. A description of how the district prioritizes the

702 assignment of highly effective teachers, as identified in s.

703 1012.34(2) (e), from kindergarten to grade 2.

704 Section 20. Paragraph (h) of subsection (3) of section

705 1003.4282, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

706 1003.4282 Requirements for a standard high school diploma.—
707 (3) STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA; COURSE AND ASSESSMENT
708 REQUIREMENTS.—

709 (h) One-half credit in personal financial literacy.—

710| Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2023-2024 school
711 year, each student must earn one-half credit in personal

712 financial literacy and money management. This instruction must
713 include discussion of or instruction in all of the following:
714 1. Types of bank accounts offered, opening and managing a
715| bank account, and assessing the quality of a depository

716| institution’s services.

717 2. Balancing a checkbook.

718 3. Basic principles of money management, such as spending,
719 credit, credit scores, and managing debt, including retail and

720 credit card debt.

721 4. Completing a loan application.

722 5 Receiving an inheritance and related implications.
723 6. Basic principles of personal insurance policies.
724 7 Computing federal income taxes.

725 8 Local tax assessments.
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726 9. Computing interest rates by various mechanisms.
7277 10. Simple contracts.
728 11. Contesting an incorrect billing statement.
729 12. Types of savings and investments.
730 13. State and federal laws concerning finance.
731 14. Costs of postsecondary education, including cost of

732 attendance, completion of the Free Application for Federal

733 Student Aid, scholarships and grants, and student loans.

734 Section 21. Effective upon becoming a law, paragraph (b) of
735 subsection (1) of section 1007.27, Florida Statutes, is amended,
736| and paragraph (d) is added to subsection (2) of that section, to
737 read:

738 1007.27 Articulated acceleration mechanisms.—
739 (1)
740 (b) The State Board of Education and the Board of Governors

741 shall identify Florida College System institutions, ana state

742 universities, and national consortia to develop courses that

743| align with s. 1007.25 for students in secondary education and
744| provide the training required under s. 1007.35(6).
745 (2)

746 (d) The department may join or establish a national

747 consortium as an alternative method to develop and implement

748 advanced placement courses that align with s. 1007.25.

749 Section 22. Section 1008.2125, Florida Statutes, is

750 repealed.

751 Section 23. Subsections (1) and (5) of section 1008.36,
752 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

753 1008.36 Florida School Recognition Program.-—

754 (1) The Legislature finds that there is a need for a
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performance incentive program for outstanding instructional

personnel faewtty—and——staff in highly productive schools. The
Legislature further finds that performance-based incentives are
commonplace in the private sector and should be infused into the
public sector as a reward for productivity.

(5) School recognition awards must be used for the
following:

(a) Nonrecurring bonuses to the instructional personnel as

defined in s. 1012.01(2) feeuvttyand—stafs;

(b) Nonrecurring expenditures for educational equipment or

materials to assist in maintaining and improving student
performance; or
(c) Temporary personnel for the school to assist in

maintaining and improving student performance.

Notwithstanding statutory provisions to the contrary, incentive
awards are not subject to collective bargaining.

Section 24. Paragraph (c) of subsection (8) of section
1008.365, Florida Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1008.365 Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic
Excellence Act.—

(8) As part of the RAISE Program, the department shall
establish a tutoring program and develop training in effective
reading tutoring practices and content, based on evidence-based
practices grounded in the science of reading and aligned to the
English Language Arts standards under s. 1003.41, which prepares
eligible high school students to tutor students in kindergarten
through grade 3 in schools identified under this section,

instilling in those students a love of reading and improving
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their literacy skills.

(c) Tutoring may be part of a service-learning course
adopted pursuant to s. 1003.497. Students may earn up to three
elective credits for high school graduation based on the
verified number of hours the student spends tutoring under the
program. The hours of volunteer service must be documented in
writing, and the document must be signed by the student, the
student’s parent or guardian, and an administrator or designee
of the school in which the tutoring occurred. The Bapaia hours
that a high school student devotes to tutoring may be counted
toward meeting community service requirements for high school
graduation and community service requirements for participation
in the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program as provided in
s. 1003.497(3) (b). The department shall designate a high school
student who provides at least 75 verified hours of tutoring
under the program as a New Worlds Scholar and award the student
with a pin indicating such designation.

Section 25. Section 1011.58, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 26. Section 1011.59, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 27. Section 1012.315, Florida Statutes, i1s amended

to read:

1012.315 Screening standards.—

(1) A person is ineligible for educator certification or
employment in any position that requires direct contact with
students in a district school system, a charter school, or a
private school that participates in a state scholarship program
under chapter 1002 if the person:

(a)4++ Is on the disqualification list maintained by the

department under s. 1001.10(4) (b)
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(b)42> Is registered as a sex offender as described in 42
U.S.C. s. 9858f(c) (1) (C);

(c)43> Is ineligible based on a security background
investigation under s. 435.04(2). Beginning January 1, 2025, or
a later date as determined by the Agency for Health Care
Administration, the Agency for Health Care Administration shall
determine the eligibility of employees in any position that
requires direct contact with students in a district school
system, a charter school, or a private school that participates
in a state scholarship program under chapter 1002;

(d) 44> Would be ineligible for an exemption under s.
435.07(4) (c); or

(e)+45)> Has been convicted or found guilty of, has had
adjudication withheld for, or has pled guilty or nolo contendere
to:

1.4 Any criminal act committed in another state or under
federal law which, if committed in this state, constitutes a
disqualifying offense under s. 435.04(2).

2.4k Any delinquent act committed in this state or any
delingquent or criminal act committed in another state or under
federal law which, if committed in this state, qualifies an
individual for inclusion on the Registered Juvenile Sex Offender
List under s. 943.0435(1) (h)1.d.

(2) Notwithstanding ss. 435.01 and 435.07, a person who

undergoes screening pursuant to this chapter or s. 1002.421 may

not seek an exemption.

(3) Persons who apply for certification or employment are

governed by the law and rules in effect at the time of

application for issuance of the initial certificate or
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employment, provided that continuity of certificates or

employment is maintained.

Section 28. Subsections (3), (5), and (6) of section
1012.56, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.-—

(3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of
demonstrating mastery of general knowledge are:

(a) Achievement of passing scores on the general knowledge
examination required by state board rule;

(b) Documentation of a valid professional standard teaching
certificate issued by another state;

(c) Documentation of a valid certificate issued by the

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS), the

American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence (ABCTE),

or a national educator credentialing board approved by the State
Board of Education;

(d) Documentation of two semesters of successful, full-time
or part-time teaching in a Florida College System institution,
state university, or private college or university that awards
an associate or higher degree and is an accredited institution
or an institution of higher education identified by the
Department of Education as having a quality program;

(e) Achievement of passing scores, identified in state
board rule, on national or international examinations that test
comparable content and relevant standards in verbal, analytical
writing, and quantitative reasoning skills, including, but not
limited to, the verbal, analytical writing, and quantitative
reasoning portions of the Graduate Record Examination and the

SAT, ACT, and Classic Learning Test. Passing scores identified
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871 in state board rule must be at approximately the same level of
872 rigor as 1is required to pass the general knowledge examinations;
873 or
874 (f) Documentation of receipt of a master’s or higher degree
875 from an accredited postsecondary educational institution that
876 the Department of Education has identified as having a quality
877| program resulting in a baccalaureate degree or higher.
878
879 A school district that employs an individual who does not
880 achieve passing scores on any subtest of the general knowledge
881| examination must provide information regarding the availability
882 of state-level and district-level supports and instruction to
883| assist him or her in achieving a passing score. Such information
884 must include, but need not be limited to, state-level test
885 information guides, school district test preparation resources,
886 and preparation courses offered by state universities and
887 Florida College System institutions. The requirement of mastery
888| of general knowledge must shadtt be waived for an individual who
889| has been provided 3 years of supports and instruction and who
890 has been rated effective or highly effective under s. 1012.34
891 for each of the last 3 years.
892 (5) MASTERY OF SUBJECT AREA KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of
893 demonstrating mastery of subject area knowledge are:
894 (a) For a subject requiring only a baccalaureate degree for
895| which a Florida subject area examination has been developed,
896 achievement of a passing score on the Florida-developed subject
897 area examination specified in state board rule;

898 (b) For a subject for which a Florida subject area

899| examination has not been developed, achievement of a passing
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score on a standardized examination specified in state board
rule, including, but not limited to, passing scores on both the
oral proficiency and written proficiency examinations
administered by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages;

(c) For a subject for which a Florida subject area
examination has not been developed or a standardized examination
has not been specified in state board rule, completion of the
subject area specialization requirements specified in state
board rule and verification of the attainment of the essential
subject matter competencies by the district school
superintendent of the employing school district or chief
administrative officer of the employing state-supported or
private school;

(d) For a subject requiring a master’s or higher degree,
completion of the subject area specialization requirements
specified in state board rule and achievement of a passing score
on the Florida-developed subject area examination or a
standardized examination that is directly related to the subject
specified in state board rule;

(e) Documentation of a valid professional standard teaching
certificate issued by another state;

(f) Documentation of a valid certificate issued by the

NBPTS, ABCTE, Natienal Beoardfeor Professional—Feachin

«

or a national educator credentialing board approved by the State
Board of Education;

(g) Documentation of successful completion of a United
States Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center

program;
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(h) Documentation of a passing score on the Defense
Language Proficiency Test (DLPT); or

(i) For a subject requiring only a baccalaureate degree for
which a Florida subject area examination has been developed,
documentation of receipt of a master’s or higher degree from an
accredited postsecondary educational institution that the
Department of Education has identified as having a quality
program resulting in a baccalaureate degree or higher in the

certificate subject area as identified by state board rule.

School districts are encouraged to provide mechanisms for middle
grades teachers holding only a K-6 teaching certificate to
obtain a subject area coverage for middle grades through
postsecondary coursework or district add-on certification.

(6) MASTERY OF PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION AND EDUCATION
COMPETENCE .—Acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of
professional preparation and education competence are:

(a) Successful completion of an approved teacher
preparation program at a postsecondary educational institution
within this state and achievement of a passing score on the
professional education competency examination required by state
board rule;

(b) Successful completion of a teacher preparation program
at a postsecondary educational institution outside Florida and
achievement of a passing score on the professional education
competency examination required by state board rule;

(c) Documentation of a valid professional standard teaching
certificate issued by another state;

(d) Documentation of a valid certificate issued by the

Page 33 of 36

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965
966
967
968
969
970
971
972
973
974
975
976
977
978
979
980
981
982
983
984
985
986

Florida Senate - 2025 CS for SB 1618

N

602-02771-25 0251618cl
v

4

NBRPTS, ABCTE, National Boardfor Prefessieonal TFeaching Standa
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or a national educator credentialing board approved by the State
Board of Education;

(e) Documentation of two semesters of successful, full-time
or part-time teaching in a Florida College System institution,
state university, or private college or university that awards
an associate or higher degree and is an accredited institution
or an institution of higher education identified by the
Department of Education as having a quality program and
achievement of a passing score on the professional education
competency examination required by state board rule;

(f) Successful completion of professional preparation
courses as specified in state board rule, successful completion
of a professional education competence program pursuant to
subsection (9), and documentation of 3 years of being rated
effective or highly effective under s. 1012.34 while holding a
temporary certificate;

(g) Successful completion of a professional learning
certification program, outlined in subsection (8); or

(h) Successful completion of a competency-based
certification program pursuant to s. 1004.85 and achievement of
a passing score on the professional education competency

examination required by rule of the State Board of Education.

The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to implement this
subsection, including rules to approve specific teacher
preparation programs that are not identified in this subsection
which may be used to meet requirements for mastery of

professional preparation and education competence.
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Section 29. Present subsection (4) of section 1012.77,
Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (5), a new
subsection (4) is added to that section, and subsection (3) of
that section is amended, to read:

1012.77 Christa McAuliffe Ambassador for Education
Program.—

(3) The Teacher of the Year shall serve as the Ambassador
for Education. If the Teacher of the Year is unable to serve as
the Ambassador for Education, the first runner-up must shaid
serve in his or her place. The Department of Education shall
establish application and selection procedures for determining
an annual teacher of the year. Applications and selection
criteria must shald be developed and distributed annually by the
Department of Education to all eligible entities identified in

subsection (4) seheot—distriets. The Commissioner of Education

shall establish a selection committee which assures
representation from teacher organizations, administrators, and
parents to select the Teacher of the Year and Ambassador for
Education from among the nominated edstriet teachers of the
year.

(4) Eligible entities to submit to the Department of

Education a nominee for the Teacher of the Year and Ambassador

for Education awards include:

(a) Florida school districts, including lab schools as

defined in s. 1002.32.

(b) Charter school consortia with at least 30 member

schools and an approved professional learning system on file

with the department.

Section 30. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
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act and except for this section, which shall take effect upon

this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect July 1,

2025.
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