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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/19/2025

The Appropriations Committee on Criminal and Civil Justice

(Bradley) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 38 - 82
and insert:

Section 2. Paragraph (i) of subsection (2) of section
28.35, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

28.35 Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation.—

(2) The duties of the corporation shall include the
following:

(1) Annually preparing a budget request which,
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notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 216 and in accordance
with s. 216.351, provides the anticipated amount necessary for
reimbursement pursuant to ss. 40.29(6), 741.30(2) (a),
784.046(3) (b), 784.0485(2) (a), and 825.1035(4) (i) s—40=2546).

The request for the anticipated reimbursement amount must shaitt

be submitted in the form and manner prescribed by the Justice
Administrative Commission. Such request is not subject to change
by the Justice Administrative Commission, except for technical
changes necessary to conform to the legislative budget

instructions, and must shatd+ be submitted to the Governor for

transmittal to the Legislature.

Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 44.103, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

44.103 Court-ordered, nonbinding arbitration.—

(3) Arbitrators shall be selected and compensated in
accordance with rules adopted by the Supreme Court. Arbitrators
shall be compensated by the parties, or, upon a finding by the
court that a party is indigent, an arbitrator may be partially

or fully compensated from state funds according to the party’s

present ability to pay. At—rmeo—timemay anarbitraterechargemore
+hoar &1 SN0 rer A1 1l aca +1 EENENE VS i NP NP N o o Pri
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to approving the use of state funds to reimburse an arbitrator,
the court must ensure that the party reimburses the portion of
the total cost that the party is immediately able to pay and
that the party has agreed to a payment plan established by the
clerk of the court that will fully reimburse the state for the
balance of all state costs for both the arbitrator and any costs
of administering the payment plan and any collection efforts

that may be necessary in the future. Whenever possible,
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qualified individuals who have volunteered their time to serve
as arbitrators shall be appointed. If an arbitration program is
funded pursuant to s. 44.108, volunteer arbitrators are shaii—be
entitled to be reimbursed pursuant to s. 112.061 for all actual
expenses necessitated by service as an arbitrator.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 92.50, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

92.50 Oaths, affidavits, and acknowledgments; who may take
or administer; requirements.—

(1) 1IN THIS STATE.—Oaths, affidavits, and acknowledgments
required or authorized under the laws of this state (except
oaths to jurors and witnesses in court and such other oaths,
affidavits and acknowledgments as are required by law to be
taken or administered by or before particular officers) may be
taken or administered by or before any judge, clerk, or deputy
clerk of any court of record within this state, including
federal courts, or by or before any United States commissioner
or any notary public within this state. The jurat, or
certificate of proof or acknowledgment, shall be authenticated
by the signature and official seal of such officer or person
taking or administering the same; however, when taken or
administered by or before any judge, clerk, or deputy clerk of a
court of record, the seal of such court may be affixed as the

seal of such officer or person. The jurat, or certificate of

proof or acknowledgment, may also be authenticated by a judge by

affixing his or her signature and printing his or her name,

title, and court.

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section

741.30, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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741.30 Domestic violence; injunction; powers and duties of
court and clerk; petition; notice and hearing; temporary
injunction; issuance of injunction; statewide verification
system; enforcement; public records exemption.—

(2) (a) Notwithstanding any other law, the assessment of a
filing fee for a petition for protection against domestic
violence is prohibited. However, subject to legislative
appropriation, the clerk of the circuit court may, on a

quarterly basis, submit to the Justice Administrative Commission

rater a certified request for
reimbursement for petitions for protection against domestic
violence issued by the court, at the rate of $40 per petition.
The request for reimbursement must be submitted in the form and

manner prescribed by the Justice Administrative Commission

+o¥r. From this

reimbursement, the clerk shall pay any law enforcement agency
serving the injunction the fee requested by the law enforcement
agency; however, this fee may not exceed $20.

Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
784.046, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

784.046 Action by victim of repeat violence, sexual
violence, or dating violence for protective injunction; dating
violence investigations, notice to victims, and reporting;
pretrial release violations; public records exemption.—

(3)

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, the clerk of the court
may not assess a fee for filing a petition for protection
against repeat violence, sexual violence, or dating violence.

However, subject to legislative appropriation, the clerk of the
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court may, each quarter, submit to the Justice Administrative

4
Commission offiece—-ofthe State CourtsAdministrater a certified
request for reimbursement for petitions for protection issued by
the court under this section at the rate of $40 per petition.

The request for reimbursement must shatdt be submitted in the

form and manner prescribed by the Justice Administrative

Commission officeof the State Courts Admintstrater. From this

reimbursement, the clerk shall pay the law enforcement agency
serving the injunction the fee requested by the law enforcement
agency; however, this fee may not exceed $20.

Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
784.0485, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

784.0485 Stalking; injunction; powers and duties of court
and clerk; petition; notice and hearing; temporary injunction;
issuance of injunction; statewide verification system;
enforcement.—

(2) (a) Notwithstanding any other law, the clerk of court
may not assess a filing fee to file a petition for protection
against stalking. However, subject to legislative appropriation,
the clerk of the circuit court may, on a quarterly basis, submit
to the Justice Administrative Commission offiece—eof—+the—State

Ceourts—Administrater a certified request for reimbursement for

petitions for protection against stalking issued by the court,
at the rate of $40 per petition. The request for reimbursement

must skhatdt be submitted in the form and manner prescribed by the

Justice Administrative Commission &6ffiece—eof +the State Courts

Administrater. From this reimbursement, the clerk shall pay any

law enforcement agency serving the injunction the fee requested

by the law enforcement agency; however, this fee may not exceed
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$20.

Section 8. Paragraph (i) of subsection (4) of section
825.1035, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

825.1035 1Injunction for protection against exploitation of
a vulnerable adult.—

(4) CLERK’S DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND CHARGES.—

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the clerk
of the circuit court may not assess an initial filing fee or
service charge for petitions filed under this section. However,
subject to legislative appropriation, the clerk of the circuit
court may, on a quarterly basis, submit a certified request for

reimbursement to the Justice Administrative Commission office—of

+h S+ AF-NTEL
crric—otactC oo

rater for the processing of such
petitions, at the rate of $40 per petition. The request for
reimbursement must be submitted in the form and manner

prescribed by the Justice Administrative Commission effiee. From

each reimbursement received, the clerk of the circuit court
shall pay any law enforcement agency serving the injunction for
protection against exploitation of a vulnerable adult the fee

requested by the law enforcement agency, to not exceed $20.

================= T I TLE AMENDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 6 - 12
and insert:

amending s. 28.35, F.S.; revising the duty of the

Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation to

provide an annual budget request to be pursuant to

specified provisions; amending s. 44.103, F.S.;
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deleting the per diem cap for arbitrators who
participate in court-ordered, nonbinding arbitration;
amending s. 92.50, F.S.; authorizing judges to
authenticate a jurat, or certificate of proof or
acknowledgment, by affixing their signature and
printing their name, title, and court; amending ss.
741.30, 784.046, 784.0485, and 825.1035, F.S.;
authorizing clerks of the court to submit to the
Justice Administrative Commission, rather than the
Office of the State Courts Administrator, certified
requests for reimbursements for the filing of certain
petitions; requiring that requests be submitted in the
form and manner prescribed by the Justice
Administrative Commission; reenacting ss.

28.2221(6) (b), 92.525(1),
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