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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION

ADOPTED _ (Y/n)

ADOPTED AS AMENDED _ (Y/N)

ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION _ (Y/N)

FATLED TO ADOPT _ (Y/N)

WITHDRAWN _ (Y/N)

OTHER L

Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: Criminal Justice
Subcommittee

Representative Baker offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)
Remove lines 148-871 and insert:

(12) "Virtual office" means an office that does not

provide a continuous physical office space and provides

professional address and mail handling services and which may,

upon request, provide communications and telephone services or a

dedicated office space.

Section 2. Subsection (1) and paragraph (a) of subsection
(2) of section 648.386, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

648.386 Qualifications for prelicensing and continuing
education schools and instructors.—

(1) DEFINITIONS BEFINIFIONOF"CLASSROOMINSTRUCTION" . —As
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used in this section, the terms: +term

(a) "Classroom instruction" means a course designed to be
presented to a group of students by a live instructor using
lecture, video, webcast, or virtual or other audio-video
presentation.

(b) "In-person classroom instruction" means a course

designed to be presented to a group of students by a live

instructor using lecture, with the instructor and students in

the same physical classroom at the same time.

(2) SCHOOLS AND CURRICULUM FOR PRELICENSING SCHOOLS.—In
order to be considered for approval and certification as an
approved limited surety agent and professional bail bond agent
prelicensing school, such entity must:

(a)l. Offer a minimum of two 80-hour in-person I20-heur

classroom-instruction basic certification courses in the
criminal justice system per calendar year unless a reduced
number of course offerings per calendar year is warranted in
accordance with rules adopted premutgated by the department; or

2. Offer a department-approved correspondence course
pursuant to department rules.

Section 3. Paragraphs (d) through (p) of subsection (1) of
section 648.44, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as paragraphs
(e) through (q), respectively, present paragraph (j) of
subsection (1) and subsections (4) and (9) are amended, and a

new paragraph (d) is added to subsection (1) of that section, to
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read:
648.44 Prohibitions; penalty.—
(1) A bail bond agent or bail bond agency may not:

(d) Solicit bail from a detainee, the detainee's attorney,

an adult member of the detainee's immediate family, or any other

person unless the detainee specifically authorizes such

solicitation in writing. The detainee must sign this designation

before the solicitation unless prohibited by the rules,

regulations, or ordinances governing the place of imprisonment.

If such a prohibition exists, the designation may be signed

after the detainee's release to ratify a previous oral

designation made by him or her. A solicitation to a detainee may

occur only after a legitimate request for bail services has been

received from the detainee or an individual specified in this

paragraph. The solicitation of a person specified in this

paragraph may only occur between 8 a.m. and 9 p.m., unless the

bail bond agent or bail bond agency has received direct and

specific written authorization from the detainee or the

detainee's attorney to solicit at another time.

(k)43 Accept anything of value from a principal for
providing a bail bond aside from exeept the premium, a credit

card merchant processing fee, a mobile payment services fee or

similar charge which must be separate from and not considered

premium, and a transfer fee authorized by the office, except

that the bail bond agent or bail bond agency may accept
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collateral security or other indemnity from the principal or
another person in accordance with s. 648.442, together with
documentary stamp taxes, i1if applicable. No fees, expenses, or
charges of any kind shall be permitted to be deducted from the
collateral held or any return premium due, except as authorized
by this chapter or rule of the department or commission. Upon

written agreement with another party, a bail bond agent or bail

bond agency may;—upeon—writtenagreement—with anotherpartyy
receive a fee or compensation for returning to custody an
individual who has fled the jurisdiction of the court or caused
the forfeiture of a bond.

(4) A place of business, including a branch office, may
not be established, opened, or maintained unless it is under the
active full-time charge of a licensed and appointed bail bond

agent. A virtual office is prohibited.

(9) (a) A Amy person who violates paragraph (1) (f),

paragraph (1) (g), paragraph (1) (h), paragraph (1) (k), paragraph

subsection (2) commits a felony of the third degree, punishable

as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

(b) A erson who violates +hepreovisiens—ef paragraph
e ~
c

(1) (&), paragraph (1) (b), paragraph (1) (c), paragraph (1) (i),

paragraph (1) (1), paragraph (1) (n), paragraph (1) (p), paragraph
(l) (q)l 4 4 4

900105 - hl017-1line 148.docx
Published On: 1/27/2026 5:23:37 PM
Page 4 of 35



92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

paragraph I teor+—paragraph {4+ subsection (3), subsection

(4), or subsection (5) commits a misdemeanor of the first
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 903.011, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

903.011 Pretrial release; general terms; statewide uniform
bond schedule.—

(2) Any monetary or cash component of any form of pretrial

release must may be met by a surety bond or by United States

currency, a United States postal money order, or a cashier's

check in the amount of the bond.

Section 5. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
903.046, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

903.046 Purpose of and criteria for bail determination.—

(2) When determining whether to release a defendant on
bail or other conditions, and what that bail or those conditions
may be, the court shall consider:

(d) The defendant's past and present conduct, including
any record of convictions, previous flight to avoid prosecution,
or failure to appear at court proceedings. However, any
defendant who kB=d failed to appear on the day of any required

court proceeding in the case at issue, but who hkad later

voluntarily appeared or surrendered, is not shall—smetbe
eligible for a recognizance bond; and any defendant who failed

to appear on the day of any required court proceeding im—the
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case—at—isswe and who was later arrested is not shalt—netbe

eligible for a recognizance bond or for any form of bond which

does not require the greater of a monetary undertaking e=

commitment equal to or greater than $2,000 or twice the value of
the monetary eemmitment—eor undertaking of the original bond+

bt oahaxs
WITCT

r 3o
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£e¥. Notwithstanding anything in this section,

D

the court has discretion in determining conditions of release if
the defendant proves circumstances beyond his or her control for

the failure to appear. A surety bond that has been revoked may

not be reinstated without the written authorization from the

bail bond agent, bail bond agency, or surety. This section may

not be construed as imposing additional duties or obligations on
a governmental entity related to monetary bonds.

Section 6. Section 903.0471, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

903.0471 Violation of condition of pretrial release.—
Notwithstanding s. 907.041, a court may, on its own motion,
revoke pretrial release and order pretrial detention if the
court finds probable cause to believe that the defendant
committed a new crime while on pretrial release or violated any
other condition of pretrial release in a material respect. Upon

entry of such an order to revoke pretrial release and order

pretrial detention, other than for a failure to appear, the

clerk of the court must discharge any bond previously posted as

a condition of pretrial release without further order of the
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court.

Section 7. Section 903.05, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

903.05 Qualification of sureties.—A surety for the release
of a person on bail, other than a company authorized by law to

act as a surety, shall be a resident of the state er—eownreal

Section 8. Section 903.08, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 9. Subsection (1) of section 903.09, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
903.09 Justification of sureties.—

(1) A surety, other than a bail bond agent as defined in

s. 648.25, shall justify his or her suretyship by attaching to

the bond United States currency, a United States postal money

order, or a cashier's check in the amount of the bond; however,

the United States currency, United States postal money order, or

cashier's check may not be used to secure more than one bond

Section 10. Section 903.101, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:
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903.101 Sureties; licensed persons; to have equal access.—
Subject to rules adopted by the Department of Financial Services
and by the Financial Services Commission, every surety who meets
the requirements of s. 903.09 ss5+—803-05+—9063-06+—503-08+——=and
903-069+ and every person who is currently licensed by the
Department of Financial Services and registered as required by

S. 648.42 must shatEt have equal access to the jails of this

state for the purpose of making bonds.

Section 11. Section 903.16, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

903.16 Deposit of money or bonds as bail.—

1> A defendant who has been admitted to bail, or another
person in the defendant's behalf, may deposit with the official

authorized to take bail money an amount equal to the bail amount

set in the court order. Such deposit must be receipted in the
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+ 1 12N
TT o

OTT

Section

Section
Statutes, is
903.21

(3) (a)

12. Section 903.17,

Florida Statutes, is repealed.

13. Subsection (3)
amended to read:

Method of surrender;

of section 903.21, Florida

exoneration of obligors.—

The surety shall be exonerated of liability on the

bond if it is determined before forfeiture breaceh of the bond

that the defendant is in any jail or prison and the surety
agrees in writing to pay the costs and expenses incurred in
returning the defendant to the jurisdiction of the court. A
surety is only responsible for the itemized costs and expenses
incurred for the transport of a defendant to whom he or she has
a fiduciary duty and is not liable for the costs and expenses
incurred in transporting any other defendant.

(b)

1.

oy yratvrrs oo
TTOLr purpoOotTo

the term:

As used in of this subsection,

"Costs and expenses" means the prorated salary of any
law enforcement officer or employee of a contracted
transportation company as well as the actual expenses of

transporting each defendant, which may only consist of mileage,

zeoh 1 ~1
v T

meals, and, 1f necessary, overnight lodging

57
for any law enforcement officer or employee of a contracted
transportation company and the defendant.

2. "Jurisdiction" means the county from which the

defendant was released on bail.
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Section 14. Section 903.26, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

903.26 Forfeiture of the bond; when and how directed;
discharge; how and when made; effect of payment.—

(1) A bail bond may shaltd not be forfeited unless:

(a) The information, indictment, or affidavit was filed

within 6 months after £rxem the date of arrest, and

(b) The clerk of the court gave the surety at least 72
hours' notice, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays,
before the time of the required appearance of the defendant.

Notice is shal+t not be necessary if the time for appearance is

within 72 hours after f£rem the time of arrest+ or +f—the+time is
stated on the bond. Such notice may be mailed or electronically

transmitted. A certificate signed by the clerk of the court or

the clerk's designee which certifies that the notice required

under this paragraph was mailed or electronically transmitted on

a specified date and time and which is accompanied by a copy of

the required notice constitutes sufficient proof that such

mailing or electronic transmission was properly accomplished as

required in this paragraph.

(2) (a) If there is a failure of the defendant to appear as

required, the court must skhaltt declare the bond and any bonds or

money deposited as bail forfeited. The clerk of the court shall
mail or electronically transmit a notice to the surety agent,

bail bond agency, and surety company within 5 days after the
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forfeiture. A certificate signed by the clerk of the court or

the clerk's designee which certifies+—eertifying that the notice

required under this section hereirmn was mailed or electronically

transmitted on a specified date and which is accompanied by a

copy of the required notice constitutes+——shall——econstitute

sufficient proof that such mailing or electronic transmission
was properly accomplished as required in this paragraph

inadieated—+therein. If such mailing or electronic transmission

was properly accomplished as evidenced by such certificate, the

failure of the surety agent, a bail bond agency, ef a company,

or of a defendant to receive such notice does shatdt not
constitute a defense to such forfeiture and may shaltd not be
grounds for discharge, remission, reduction, set aside, or
continuance of such forfeiture. The forfeiture must shald be
paid within 60 days after the date the notice was mailed or

electronically transmitted.

(b) If Feiduwre—of the defendant fails to appear at the

time, date, and place of required appearance, shati—resutt—in

ot e
[ S N E U U e

e—of the bond is forfeited. Such forfeiture must shatt

ESANEYS
O

be automatically entered by the clerk upon such failure to
appear, and the clerk shall follow the procedures in paragraph
(a) . However, the court may determine, in its discretion andy in
the interest of justice, that an appearance by the defendant on
the same—day—as required day does not warrant forfeiture of the
bond+ and the—eeurt may direct the clerk to set aside any such
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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

317 immigration detention facility; was deported; or is deceased.+
318 (c) Surrender or arrest of the defendant at the time of
319| the required appearance er—within 60—days—after the date—of +the
320| reeuired—appearanee in any county, state, or federal jail or

321 ) N R T TN NN 1 beaarme~ ~T S~ A+ Yot aian 4+ Aafando~+  +
prlson T \ALJVJ.J. & IO 1T Ly _LJ.J.\j LJ_LLA.\_/ oL jawy - COTTT CTIT oL - IO T (e a

-

322| +he—Furisdietieon—of—the—eourt. The court shall condition a

323| discharge or remission on the payment of costs and £he expenses

324 as provided in s. 903.21(3), incurred by an official in

325| returning the defendant to the jurisdiction of the court.s—ex
326 (d) A determination that the state is unwilling to seek
327| extradition of the fugitive defendant within 10 36 days after a
328| written request by the surety agent to do so, and contingent
329| wupon the surety agent's consent to pay all costs and £he

330| expenses incurred by an official in returning the defendant to

331 the jurisdiction of the court, as provided in s. 903.21(3), up

332 to the penal amount of the bond.

333 (5) For each felony warrant that a court issues for a

334 failure to appear in court, the state shall enter the

335 information of the defendant in the National Crime Information

336 Center database with no restrictions until the defendant is

337 returned to the jurisdiction of the court.

338 (6) The discharge of a forfeiture may shaltt not be ordered
339| for any reason other than as specified herein.

340 (7) The payment by a surety of a forfeiture under this law

341 has shall—hawve the same effect on the bond as payment of a
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Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

Jjudgment.

(8) If the defendant is arrested and returned to the
county of jurisdiction of the court or has posted a new bond for
the case at issue before judgment, the clerk must, upon
affirmation by the sheriff or the chief correctional officer
andy—shaddy without further hearing or order of the court,
discharge the forfeiture of the bond. However, if the surety
agent fails to pay the costs and expenses incurred in returning
the defendant to the county of jurisdiction, the clerk may shaid
not discharge the forfeiture of the bond. If the surety agent
and the sheriff fail to agree on the amount of such saxd costs,
thern the court, after notice to the sheriff and the state
attorney, must shaitd determine the amount of the costs.

(9) If, after forfeiture of a bond, the criminal charges

for which the bond guaranteed appearance are resolved,

adjudicated, or otherwise disposed of by any action of the court

or state, the clerk must discharge the forfeiture and issue such

notice to the surety without further order of the court. If such

resolution or disposition occurs after payment of a forfeiture

or judgment, remission must be granted upon proper motion and as

specified under s. 903.28.

(10) Unless the time for payment or discharge of the

forfeiture set forth in s. 903.27(1) has passed, or unless

payment of the forfeiture has already been made, the clerk does

not have standing to object to a motion to set aside a
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Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

forfeiture under paragraph (2) (b), a motion to discharge a

forfeiture under subsection (4), or a motion to reinstate a bond
under s. 903.31(2).
Section 15. Section 903.27, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:

903.27 Forfeiture to judgment.—

(1) If the forfeiture is not paid or discharged by order
of a court of competent jurisdiction within 60 days after the

forfeiture notice has been mailed or electronically transmitted

na +h hond 2
TO—CT1t &

@D
[(
q
d

1T o
T —S =

where the order was made must shaltd: enter a judgment against the
surety for the amount of the penalty and issue execution.
However, in any case in which the bond forfeiture has been
discharged by the court of competent jurisdiction conditioned
upon the payment by the surety of certain costs or fees as
allowed by statute, the amount for which judgment may be entered
may not exceed the amount of the unpaid fees or costs upon which
the discharge had been conditioned. Judgment for the full amount
of the forfeiture may shal+ not be entered if payment of a
lesser amount will satisfy the conditions to discharge the
forfeiture. Within 5 6 days, the clerk shall furnish the
Department of Financial Services and the Office of Insurance
Regulation of the Financial Services Commission with a certified

copy of the judgment docket and shall furnish the surety company
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Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

at its home office a copy of the judgment, which shall include
the power of attorney number of the bond and the name of the
executing agent. If the judgment is not paid within 35 days, the

clerk must shatdt furnish the Department of Financial Services,

the Office of Insurance Regulation, and the sheriff of the
county in which the bond was executed, or the official

responsible for operation of the county jail+ if that official

is not ether—+than the sheriff, two copies of the judgment and a
certificate stating that the judgment remains unsatisfied. When
aae—3+f the judgment is properly paid or an order to vacate the

judgment has been entered by a court of competent jurisdiction,

the clerk shall immediately notify the sheriff+ or other such

£he official responsible for the operation of the county jails

KR =R, I E, AP
P . O CTITTIC IO CITITTOTT

ar

12N ah o
N SR g o

+££+ and, if they have been previously

notified of nonpayment, the Department of Financial Services and

the Office of Insurance Regulation—if—+the departmentand office
f

had 1 N v atra AT g oA S L1 A A £ N A~y o
IR ASAT S SACATT ¥ S S o) SRV 5 S AT S m A ¥ A S S np = i A 3 T O Pyt ty

© such payment or
order to vacate the judgment. The clerk may furnish documents or
give notice as required in this subsection by mail or electronic
means. The clerk shall also immediately prepare and record in
the public records a satisfaction of the judgment or record the
order to vacate judgment. If the defendant is returned to the
county of jurisdiction of the court, whenever a motion to set

aside the judgment is filed, the operation of this section is

tolled until the court makes a disposition of the motion.
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Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

417 (2) A certificate signed by the clerk of the court or her

418 or his designee which certifies+—eertifying that the notice

419| required in subsection (1) was mailed or electronically

420 delivered on a specified datey and is accompanied by a copy of
421| the required notice constitutes sufficient proof that such

422| mailing or electronic delivery was properly accomplished as

423| required in this subsection indieated—therein. If such mailing

424 or electronic delivery was properly accomplished as evidenced by
425 such certificate, the failure of a company to receive a copy of
426| the judgment as prescribed in subsection (1) does not constitute
4277 a defense to the forfeiture and is not a ground for the

428 discharge, remission, reduction, set aside, or continuance of
429| such forfeiture.

430 (3) Surety bail bonds may not be executed by a bail bond

431 agent or a bail bond agency against whom a judgment has been

432 entered which has remained unpaid for 35 days and may not be

433 executed for a company against whom a judgment has been entered
434| which has remained unpaid for 50 days. A Ne sheriff or other

435 official who is empowered to accept or approve surety bail bonds
436| may not shald accept or approve such a bond executed by such a

437| bail bond agent or bail bond agency or executed for such a

438 company until such judgment has been paid.
439 (4) After notice of judgment against the surety given by

440 the clerk of the circuit court, the surety, a bail bond agency,

441 or a bail bond agent shall, within 35 days after ef the entry of
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Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

judgment, submit to the clerk of the circuit court an amount
equal to the judgment, unless the judgment has been set aside by
the court within 35 days after ef—he entry of the judgment. If
a motion to set aside the judgment has been filed pursuant to
subsection (5), the amount submitted must shaid be held in
escrow until such time as the court has disposed of the motion.

The failure to comply with the—preovisiens—ef this subsection

constitutes a failure to pay the judgment.
(5) After notice of judgment against the surety given by

the clerk of the circuit court, the surety, bail bond agency, or

bail bond agent may within 35 days file a motion to set aside

the—udgment or e stay the judgment. F—shallt beaconditionof

Any such motion or amd—ef—any order to stay the judgment must be

conditioned on payment by #hat the surety of pay the amount of

the judgment to the clerk, which amount must shad* be held in
escrow until such time as the court has disposed of the motion
to set aside the judgment. The filing of such a motion, when
accompanied by the required escrow deposit, acts shald—aet as an
automatic stay of further proceedings, including execution,
until the motion has been heard and a decision rendered by the
court.

(6) The failure of a state attorney to file, or of the
clerk of the circuit court to make, a certified copy of the
order of forfeiture as required by law applicable before prier
®o July 1, 1982, does shaddt not invalidate any Jjudgment entered
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Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

by the clerk before prier—te June 12, 1981.
Section 16. Section 903.28, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

903.28 Remission of forfeiture; conditions.—

(1) On application within 36 months after 2Z2—years—from

forfeiture, the court must shalt order remission of the

forfeiture in accordance with subsection (2) i1f it determines

that there was no breach of the bond.
(2) If the defendant surrenders or is apprehended and the

surety has paid all costs of returning the defendant to the

jurisdiction of the court, if the defendant is deceased, or if

the state attorney is unwilling to seek extradition of the

defendant from any jail or prison after a request by the surety

agent, bail bond agency, or surety company consenting to pay all

costs incurred by an official in returning the defendant to the

jurisdiction of the court, as provided in s. 903.21(3) (a), up to

the penal amount of the bond, within 36 months S960—days after

forfeiture, the court, on motion at a hearing upon notice having
been given to the clerk of the circuit court and the state

attorney as required in subsection (4), must subseetion—{8)5

shatt direct remission in accordance with the following:

(a) One-hundred percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

surrenders or is apprehended within 90 days after the forfeiture

and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

defendant or if the defendant is deceased or the state is
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unwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 90 days

after forfeiture.

(b) Ninety-five percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

surrenders or is apprehended within 180 days after forfeiture

and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

defendant or 1f the defendant is deceased or the state 1is

unwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 180 days

after forfeiture.

(c) Ninety percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

surrenders or is apprehended within 270 days after forfeiture

and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

defendant or i1f the defendant is deceased or the state is

unwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 270 days

after forfeiture.

(d) Eighty-five percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

surrenders or is apprehended within 360 days after forfeiture

and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

defendant or if the defendant is deceased or the state is

unwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 360 days

after forfeiture.

(e) Eighty percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

surrenders or is apprehended within 450 days after forfeiture

and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

defendant or if the defendant is deceased or the state is

unwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 450 days
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517 after forfeiture.

518 (f) Seventy-five percent of the forfeiture if the

519| defendant surrenders or is apprehended within 540 days after

520 forfeiture and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of

521 the defendant or if the defendant is deceased or the state is

522| wunwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 540 days

523 after forfeiture.

524 (g) Seventy percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

525 surrenders or is apprehended within 630 days after forfeiture

526 and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

527 defendant or i1f the defendant is deceased or the state is

528| wunwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 630 days

529 after forfeiture.

530 (h) Sixty-five percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

531 surrenders or is apprehended within 720 days after forfeiture

532 and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

533 defendant or i1if the defendant is deceased or the state is

534| unwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 720 days

535 after forfeiture.

536 (i) Sixty percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

537 surrenders or is apprehended within 810 days after forfeiture

538 and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

539 defendant or if the defendant is deceased or the state is

540| wunwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 810 days

541 after forfeiture.
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542 (j) Fifty-five percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

543 surrenders or is apprehended within 900 days after forfeiture

544 and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

545 defendant or 1f the defendant is deceased or the state 1is

546| unwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 900 days

547 after forfeiture.

548 (k) Fifty percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

549| surrenders or is apprehended within 990 days after forfeiture

550 and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

551 defendant or i1f the defendant is deceased or the state is

552| wunwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 990 days

553 after forfeiture.

554 (1) Forty-five percent of the forfeiture if the defendant

555 surrenders or is apprehended within 36 months after forfeiture

556 and the delay has not thwarted proper prosecution of the

557 defendant or i1if the defendant is deceased or the state is

558 unwilling to seek extradition of the defendant within 36 months

559 after forfeiture ef—uwp—ter—Pbutrotmore—tharn—100pereent—of—=
561 doefanda+ v 2 £ N YN SV W | n ot Ao £ +1h doafandAo 4+
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Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

642 (4)+48> An application for remission must be accompanied by
643| affidavits setting forth the facts on which it is founded;

644 however, the surety must establish by further documentation or
645| other evidence any claimed attempt at procuring or causing the
646| apprehension or surrender of the defendant before the court may
647 order remission based upon an attempt to procure or cause such
648| apprehension or surrender. The clerk of the circuit court and
649 the state attorney must be given 10 26 days' notice before a

650| hearing on an application and be furnished copies of all papers,

651 applications, and affidavits. Remission must shatd be granted on

652 the condition of payment of costs, as provided in s.

653 903.21(3) (a), unless the ground for remission is that there was

654 no breach of the bond.

655 (5)4%> The clerk of the circuit court may enter into a
656| contract with a private attorney or into an interagency

657 agreement with a governmental agency to represent the clerk of
658 the court in an action for the remission of a forfeiture under
659| this section.

660 (6)+4+6)» The clerk of the circuit court is the real party
661 in interest for all appeals arising from an action for the

662 remission of a forfeiture under this section.

063 (7) The clerk of the circuit court shall issue a remission

664| within 10 days after entry of a court order directing remission,

665 and a remission untimely issued accrues interest at the rate of

666 1.5 percent per month.

900105 - hl017-1line 148.docx
Published On: 1/27/2026 5:23:37 PM
Page 27 of 35
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667 (8) If the defendant surrenders or is apprehended and the

668 surety has not paid all costs of returning the defendant to the

669| Jurisdiction of court, the court may order remission of the

670 forfeiture in accordance with subsection (2) if the actual costs

671| of returning the defendant to the jurisdiction of the court have

672 been deducted from the remission.

673 Section 17. Section 903.29, Florida Statutes, is amended
674| to read:

675 903.29 Arrest of principal by surety after forfeiture.—
676 Within 3 2 years from the date of forfeiture of a bond, the

677 surety may arrest the principal for the purpose of surrendering
678 the principal to the official in whose custody she or he was at
679 the time bail was taken or in whose custody the principal would
680 have been placed had she or he been committed.

681 Section 18. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 903.31,

682 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

683 903.31 Canceling the bond.—

684 (1) Within 10 business days after the conditions of a bond
685| have been satisfied or the forfeiture discharged or remitted,
686 the court must shait order the bond canceled and, if the surety
687| has attached a certificate of cancellation to the original bond,

688 the clerk of the court must shaldt mail or electronically furnish

689 an executed certificate of cancellation to the surety without

690 cost. The clerk of the court shall discharge the bond upon an

691 adjudication of guilt or innocence or an acquittal, or if a
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692| period of 36 months has passed since the original bond was

693| posted.s+—e¥ A withholding of an adjudication of guilt, a finding

694 of guilt by a jury, or a no action by the state satisfies shalt
695| satisfy the conditions of the bond. If the bond has been revoked

696| Dby the court, other than for a failure to appear, the clerk of

697 the court must discharge or cancel the bond. The original

698 appearance bond expires shedt—expire 36 months after such bond

699| has been posted for the release of the defendant from custody,
700 at which time the clerk of the court must discharge the bond.

701 This subsection does not apply to cases in which a bond has been

702 declared forfeited before the 36-month expiration, unless the

703 forfeiture was set aside or discharged. As used in this

704 subsection, the term "revoked" means that an act, a statement, a

705 document, or a promise has been annulled or canceled.

706 (2) The original appearance bond does not guarantee a

707 deferred sentence; a sentencing deferral; a delayed sentencing;

708| an appearance after entering a plea agreement; an appearance

709| during or after a presentence investigation; an appearance

710 during or after appeals; conduct during or appearance after

711 admission to a pretrial intervention program; placement in a
712 court-ordered program, including a residential mental health
713 facility; payment of fines; or attendance at educational or

714 rehabilitation facilities the court otherwise provides in the
715 judgment. If the original appearance bond has been forfeited or

716| revoked, it may £hebend-—shald not be reinstated without
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Bill No. HB 1017 (2020)
Amendment No. 1

approval from the surety on the original bond.

Section 19. Section 903.36, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 20. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) and paragraphs
(a) and (d) of subsection (5) of section 907.041, Florida
Statutes, are amended, and paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of
that section is reenacted, to read:

907.041 Pretrial detention and release.—

(3) RELEASE ON NONMONETARY CONDITIONS.—

TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove lines 4-122 and insert:
648.386, F.S.; defining the term "in-person classroom
instruction"; decreasing the duration of in-person
classroom-instruction basic certification courses
required to be considered for approval and
certification as an approved limited surety agent and
professional bail bond agent prelicensing school;
amending s. 648.44, F.S.; prohibiting bail bond agents
and agencies from soliciting certain persons;
providing exceptions; authorizing bail bond agents and
agencies to accept certain fees or charges;
prohibiting virtual offices; amending s. 903.011,
F.S.; requiring, rather than authorizing, that any

monetary or cash component of any form of pretrial
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742 release be met by specified means; amending s.

743 903.046, F.S.; revising the criteria that a court must
744 consider in making specified determinations;

745 prohibiting a surety bond that has been revoked from
746 being reinstated without written authorization;

747 amending s. 903.0471, F.S.; requiring that, upon a

748 court's entry of an order to revoke pretrial release
749 and order pretrial detention in certain circumstances,
750 the clerk of the court discharge any bond previously
751 posted as a condition of pretrial release without

752 further order of the court; amending s. 903.05, F.S.;
753 deleting the requirement that a surety own certain

754 real estate as a qualification for the release of a
755 person on bail; repealing s. 903.08, F.S., relating to
756 sufficiency of sureties; amending s. 903.09, F.S.;

757 requiring sureties, other than bail bond agents, to
758 justify their suretyship by attaching to the bond

759 United States currency, a United States postal money
760 order, or a cashier's check in the amount of the bond;
761 providing that such currency, money order, or

762 cashier's check may not be used to secure more than
763 one bond; deleting the requirement that a surety

764 execute an affidavit providing certain information;
765 amending s. 903.101, F.S.; revising the requirements
766 that sureties must meet to have equal access to jails
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767 for making bonds; amending s. 903.16, F.S.;

768 authorizing a defendant who has been admitted to bail,
769 or another person on the defendant's behalf, to

770 deposit with the official authorized to take bail

771 money an amount equal to the bail amount set in the
772 court order; requiring that such deposit be receipted
773 in the name of the defendant; requiring, rather than
774 authorizing, the sheriff or other officials to remit
775 to the clerk money or bonds received which are to be
776 held by the clerk pending court action; deleting a

777 provision stating that consent is conclusively

778 presumed for the clerk of the circuit court to sell
779 bonds deposited as bail after forfeiture of the bond;
780 repealing s. 903.17, F.S., relating to substitution of
781 cash bail for other bail; amending s. 903.21, F.S.;
782 specifying that the surety is exonerated of liability
783 on a bond if a specified determination is made before
784 forfeiture of the bond; revising the definition of the
785 term "costs and expenses"; amending s. 903.26, F.S.;
786 providing that a certain signed certificate that

787 certifies a specified required notice constitutes

788 sufficient proof of the mailing or electronic

789 transmission of such notice; deleting a requirement
790 that municipal officials having custody of forfeited
791 money deposit such money in a designated municipal
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792 fund within 60 days after the forfeiture notice has
793 been mailed or electronically transmitted; deleting
794 certain requirements that must be met when bonds are
795 forfeited; revising the circumstances under which the
796 court is required to discharge a forfeiture within a
797 specified timeframe; requiring the state to enter the
798 information of a defendant in the National Crime

799 Information Center database for each felony warrant
800 that a court issues for failure to appear; specifying
801 circumstances under which the clerk must discharge a
802 forfeiture and issue a certain notice to the surety
803 without further order of the court; specifying

804 circumstances under which the clerk does not have

805 standing to object to specified motions; amending s.
806 903.27, F.S.; requiring the clerk of the circuit court
807 to enter a certain judgment if the forfeiture is not
808 paid or discharged by order of a court of competent
809 jurisdiction within 60 days after the forfeiture

810 notice has been mailed or electronically transmitted;
811 reducing the number of days within which the clerk
812 must furnish specified information to the Department
813 of Financial Services, the Office of Insurance

814 Regulation of the Financial Services Commission, and
815 the surety company at its home office; amending s.
816 903.28, F.S.; increasing the amount of time within
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900105

which a court must order remission of a forfeiture if
it determines that there was no breach of the bond;
requiring a court, in certain circumstances and upon a
certain motion, to order remission in accordance with
specified provisions if a defendant surrenders, is
deceased, or is apprehended within a certain time
after forfeiture; deleting provisions relating to the
ordering of remission under specified circumstances;
decreasing the amount of time for which the clerk of
the circuit court and the state attorney must be given
notice before a certain hearing and be furnished with
copies of certain documents; requiring the clerk of
the circuit court to issue a remission within a
certain timeframe after the entry of a court order
directing remission; providing for accrual of interest
if remission is not issued within such timeframe;
providing that the court may order remission of the
forfeiture in certain circumstances; amending s.
903.29, F.S.; increasing the length of time from the
date of forfeiture of a bond within which a surety may
arrest the principal; amending s. 903.31, F.S.;
revising provisions relating to the ordering of a bond
cancellation; revising applicability; defining the
term "revoked"; specifying that the original

appearance bond does not guarantee a sentencing
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842 deferral, a delayed sentencing, or an appearance after
843 entering a plea agreement; repealing s. 903.36, F.S.,
844 relating to guaranteed arrest bond certificates as

845 cash bail; reenacting and amending s. 907.041, F.S.;
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