Florida Senate - 2026 SB 1052

By Senator Grall

29-00650B-26 20261052

0 J o oo w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
277
28
29

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education; amending s. 251.001,
F.S.; requiring each Florida College System
institution and state university to waive tuition and
fees for members of the Florida State Guard if certain
conditions are met; creating s. 413.0114, F.S.;
requiring entities that offer fee-based services to
individuals who are blind or visually impaired to
disclose whether the service may be obtained elsewhere
at no cost; providing requirements for the disclosure;
authorizing the Department of Education to adopt
rules; amending s. 413.208, F.S.; requiring certain
service providers to apply to the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation, rather than register;
requiring the division to establish minimum
qualifications for service providers; authorizing the
division to approve or deny any service provider
application; requiring the division to establish an
annual application period; providing that, as of a
specified date, only certain service providers may
participate in the vocational rehabilitation program;
requiring the division to develop and make publicly
available a certain annual report; requiring service
providers to meet certain standards to maintain
approved status; specifying that the rates for
vocational rehabilitation services meet certain
criteria; amending s. 1004.06, F.S.; revising
applicability for prohibited expenditures; creating s.

1004.072, F.S.; prohibiting a Florida College System
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institution or state university from admitting a
student who is not a citizen of the United States or
lawfully present therein; amending s. 1004.93, F.S.;
revising legislative intent; amending s. 1004.933,
F.S.; revising eligibility requirements for the
Graduation Alternative to Traditional Education (GATE)
Program; amending s. 1005.06, F.S.; revising the list
of institutions that are not under the jurisdiction of
the Commission for Independent Education; amending s.
1006.71, F.S.; making a technical change; deleting
provisions requiring a gender equity plan in
intercollegiate athletics; deleting requirements for
the Commissioner of Education, the Chancellor of the
State University System, and each applicable
institution’s board of trustees to evaluate and assess
the gender equity plan and gender equity goals;
amending s. 1007.25, F.S.; revising the time period
for Florida College System institutions and state
universities to submit comments in response to a
specified notice of intent; prohibiting a Florida
College System institution or state university from
imposing certain graduation requirements; amending s.
1007.271, F.S.; revising the list of postsecondary
institutions that are eligible to participate in a
dual enrollment program; requiring that high school
grade point averages be weighted in a specified way;
amending s. 1008.30, F.S.; deleting a requirement for
the State Board of Education to adopt rules;

authorizing school district career centers to use
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alternative methods adopted by the board to assess
students in basic communication and computation skills
in lieu of common placement tests; authorizing Florida
College System institutions to request approval of
institution-specific alternative methods; making
conforming changes; amending s. 1008.44, F.S.;
deleting a provision limiting how supplemental funding
may be earned for the CAPE Industry Certification
Funding List; amending s. 1008.47, F.S.; providing
construction; amending s. 1009.25, F.S.; revising
conditions for a student to meet the definition of
homeless children and youths for purposes of tuition
and fee exemptions; amending s. 1009.26, F.S.;
providing that a fee waiver only applies to a full-
time undergraduate student; revising requirements for
a fee waiver; amending s. 1009.40, F.S.; requiring
that a student be a United States citizen or be in the
United States legally to be eligible for financial aid
or tuition assistance; amending s. 1009.536, F.S.;
revising student eligibility requirements for the
Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award;
authorizing a student to apply for the Florida Gold
Seal CAPE Scholars award within a specified timeframe;
amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; revising the procedure to
determine Florida Education Finance Program funds;
providing a method for calculating additional full-
time equivalent membership based on advanced courses
and test scores; providing specified bonuses; amending

s. 1011.84, F.S.; revising the components that must be
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88 considered by the Legislature in determining an
89 apportionment to a Florida College System institution
90 from state funds; amending s. 1013.841, F.S.;
91 requiring all Florida College System institutions,
92 rather than only certain institutions, to maintain a
93 specified carry forward balance; providing that a
94 Florida College System institution may retain an
95 annual reserve amount exceeding the carry forward
96 balance; authorizing the inclusion in a carry forward
97 spending plan of the retention of a carry forward
98 balance as a reserve fund for a specified use;
99 amending s. 1009.895, F.S.; conforming a cross-
100 reference; providing an effective date.

101
102 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
103
104 Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 251.001, Florida

105 Statutes, is amended to read:

106 251.001 Florida State Guard Act.-—
107 (9) REIMBURSEMENT, BENEFIT, AND COMPENSATION.—
108 (a) The division shall reimburse members of the Florida

109 State Guard for per diem and travel expenses incurred to attend
110 required training or in the course of active service as provided
111 in s. 112.061.

112 (b) Members of the Florida State Guard may be compensated
113 for time spent training or in the course of active service at
114 rates established by the director, subject to appropriation.

115 (c) A member of the Florida State Guard may not make any

116| purchase or enter into any contract or agreement for purchases
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or services as a charge against the state without the authority
of the director.

(d) As a benefit to the active members of the Florida State

Guard, subject to approval by the director of the Division of

the State Guard, each Florida College System institution and

state university shall waive tuition and fees for active members

of the Florida State Guard to enroll for up to 6 credit hours of

courses per term on a space-available basis.

Section 2. Section 413.0114, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

413.0114 Consumer disclosure for blind-related services.—

(1) Any individual, business, nonprofit, or other entity

offering fee-based services to individuals who are blind or

visually impaired shall, before entering into a contract or

accepting payment, disclose in writing whether equivalent or

substantially similar services may be available at no cost

through the Division of Blind Services or another public agency.

(2) The written disclosure must:

(a) Be provided in plain language and, upon request, in an

accessible format, such as braille, large print, or audio.

(b) Include contact information for the Division of Blind

Services.

(c) Be signed or electronically acknowledged by the

consumer or his or her representative.

(3) A violation of this section constitutes an unfair or

deceptive trade practice under part II of chapter 501 and is

subject to penalties and enforcement as provided therein.

(4) The Department of Education may adopt rules to

implement this section.
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1406 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 413.208, Florida
147 Statutes, is amended to read:
148 413.208 Service providers; quality assurance; fitness for
149| responsibilities; background screening.—
150 (1) Service providers must apply to ¥egister—with the
151 division. To qualify for approval registration;—Thedivision

152| must—ensure—that—+the a service provider must maintain maimntains

153 an internal system of quality assurance, have has proven

154| functional systems, meet the minimum qualifications, and be s

155 subject to a due-diligence inquiry as to its fitness to
156| undertake service responsibilities.

157 (a) The division shall establish minimum qualifications for

158 service providers. The division may approve or deny any service

159| provider application. The division also shall establish an

160 annual application period for service providers to submit

161 applications. Beginning January 1, 2027, only service providers

162 that meet the minimum qualifications established by the division

163 and that have been approved to provide employment-related

164 services to individuals with disabilities may participate in the

165| wvocational rehabilitation program.

166 (b) The division shall develop and make publicly available

167 an annual report of service provider effectiveness which

168 includes an evaluation system measuring the effectiveness of all

169 service providers that are approved by the division to provide

170| employment-related services to individuals with disabilities.

171 (c) In order to maintain approved status with the division,

172 service providers must meet minimum standards of effectiveness

173 in the provision of vocational rehabilitation services,

174 including placement of individuals in competitive and integrated
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employment.

(d) Rates for vocational rehabilitation services must be

allocable, reasonable, and necessary, as determined by the

division.

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 1004.06, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1004.06 Prohibited expenditures.—

(3) Subsection (2) does not prohibit programs, campus

activities, or functions required for compliance with general or

federal laws or regulations+—fer—ebtainingeorretaining
B

1
o

Geoverno¥rsy or for access programs for military veterans, Pell
Grant recipients, first generation college students,
nontraditional students, “2+2” transfer students from the
Florida College System, students from low-income families, or
students with unique abilities.

Section 5. Section 1004.072, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1004.072 Admission of students in public postsecondary

institutions.—A Florida College System institution or a state

university may admit as a student only an individual who is a

citizen of the United States or who is lawfully present therein.

Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1004.93, Florida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (c) is
added to that subsection, to read:

1004.93 Adult general education.—

(1)

(b) It is further intended that adult general education
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204| programs offered by a public school district, a Florida College

205 System institution, or a state-funded community-based

206| organization be available to individuals who meet all of the

207| following requirements:

208 1. Are 16 years of age or older.

209 2. Are not currently enrolled in secondary school.

210 3. Do not have a high school diploma or its equivalent.
211 4. Want to learn to speak, read, and write the English

212 language.
213 5. Are a United States citizen or lawfully present in the
214| United States.

215 (c) It is further intended that educational opportunities
216| be available for adults who have earned a diploma or high school
217| equivalency diploma but who lack the basic skills necessary to
218 function effectively in everyday situations, to enter the job
219| market, or to enter career certificate instruction.

220 Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section

221 1004.933, Florida Statutes, 1is amended to read:

222 1004.933 Graduation Alternative to Traditional Education
223 (GATE) Program.—

224 (4) PAYMENT WAIVER; ELIGIBILITY.—

225 (b) To be eligible for participation in the GATE Program, a

226 student must:

2277 1. Not have earned a standard high school diploma pursuant
228 to s. 1003.4282 or a high school equivalency diploma pursuant to
229 s. 1003.435 before enrolling in the GATE Program;

230 2. Have been withdrawn from high school;
231 3. Be a resident of this state as defined in s. 1009.21(1);
232 4. Be 16 to 21 years of age at the time of initial
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enrollment, provided that a student who is 16 or 17 years of age
has withdrawn from school enrollment pursuant to the
requirements and safeguards in s. 1003.21(1) (c);

5. Select the adult secondary education program and career
education program of his or her choice at the time of admission
to the GATE Program, provided that the career education program
is included on the Master Credentials List under s. 445.004 (4).
The student may not change the requested pathway after
enrollment, except that, if necessary for the student, the
student may enroll in an adult basic education program prior to
enrolling in the adult secondary education program;

6. Maintain a 2.0 GPA for career and technical education
coursework; and

7. Notwithstanding s. 1003.435(4), complete the programs
under subparagraph 5. within 3 years after his or her initial
enrollment unless the institution determines that an extension
is warranted due to extenuating circumstances; and

8. Complete at least 300 hours of volunteer service, paid

work experience, or a combination of both, before participation

in the program, as approved by the GATE Program provider or the

Department of Education. The hours of service or paid work must

be documented in writing, and the document must be signed by the

student, the student’s parent or guardian if under 18 years of

age, and a representative of each organization for which the

student performed the volunteer service or paid work.

Section 8. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1005.06, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1005.06 1Institutions not under the jurisdiction or purview

of the commission.—
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262 (1) Except as otherwise provided in law, the following
263 institutions are not under the jurisdiction or purview of the
264 commission and are not required to obtain licensure:
265 (b) Any college ory schooly—e¥—eeurse licensed or approved
266 for establishment and operation by another state agency.
267 Colleges or schools approved by another state agency to offer
268 one Or more courses or programs under part—F—eof chapter 464,
269 chapter 466, or chapter 475, or any other chapter of the Florida
270 Statutes may not qualify for exemption from the commission’s
271| Jjurisdiction under this subsection reeuiringlticensing—or
272 eapproveat—as—definedin+this—chapter.
273 Section 9. Section 1006.71, Florida Statutes, is amended to
274 read:
275 1006.71 Equality Gender—eqguity in intercollegiate
276 athletics.—
277 (1) PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY GSENBEREOUFEYPEAN.—
278 (a) FEeehFloridaCeollege—Systeminstitution—and state
279 gt versiEy—Sshatt—developagender eguity plaornpurstant—to—S=
280| +HHBH6-H5+
281 or—TFhe—pltan—shalt inetlude——econsiderationof eqguity—in
282 sports—offerings—paorticipation——availability of facilitiesy
283| sehotarshipeofferings;,—andfunds—allocated for administration;
284
285 other——suppeort—ecosts—
286 e r—The Commissionerof Fdueation—shall annvally assess—th
287| pregress—efeach FlorideCeollegeSysteminstitutieon’s—pltan—and
288 advise—the—State Reoardeof Fducationand—the Tegistature
289 regardingecomplianece~
290 teh—TFhe—Chaneceltor—of +the State University System—shaltt

Page 10 of 32

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 1052

29-00650B-26 20261052

eemp&&a—&ee—.

(o) Eackh heaoood £ 4+ ot o £ o Tleara A AT T A~ Qs+ A

\ = 1TTCCTT 0TI g CLTT o T T OO0 g &y [ S S N S B W N & § U_L_L\.,\.j\., U_YQL.,\.IILL
ERSW-E I "R E I NN r ot PENE IR T NE S I P N I N N T = | sz 1o+ +1h
LT1TTo C T T OCITUTT A o C OO CT ull_LV\.,J_u_LL.,_Y [SSJ5 i N & iy e y ulllluu_L_L_Y ARV & R H W it & B Ul u) T
Broacidant o " +h +taoant 1+ whioah 1 oaoanda yira sz el o oy
tJ.LCLJL\ACLLLLJ 1T T Ay CCTTITC ja—y WITICTTT CTITT \jCll\AC_L C\-iLALla_Y \j\JLALLLJ TITTOV O
beenr—aechieved-

( £\ T dotrarma +h nNronary 1 axral £ it LAy g an T o

\ L=/ 1 A\ 5\ P U, W S | ) i S 0 B W) CTITT tJ_L\JtJC.L [ S R VA wep oL nJLAtJtJ\J_Lla [ S WOOTITCTTT [=J
EtEhg:EEEI:S SShS;:a:fShfl:?S, oY eqaa:E; ?3:8:1} Hta? deEefiEtﬂ:He, Whefe

: ’ .
7

A e~~~ 4~ o + +1h FoEEE NNy £f anbh~alvalhhaamnea £ A
\A_Lut/J_Ut/UJ_ C T UTIT T \a T uut/t/uJ_L., g QVLLU_L(.AJ_QJ.L_LBQ [ S N TITCT T »

4gr1+~= If a Florida College System institution is not in
compliance with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and
the Florida Educational Equity Act, the State Board of Education
must shatd:

l.a~ Declare the Florida College System institution
ineligible for competitive state grants.

2.5+~ Withhold funds sufficient to obtain compliance.

The Florida College System institution shall remain ineligible,
and the funds may shaid not be paid until the Florida College
System institution comes into compliance or the Commissioner of
Education approves a plan for compliance.

(b)2+= If a state university is not in compliance with Title
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the Florida
Educational Equity Act, the Board of Governors must shatt:

l.a= Declare the state university ineligible for

competitive state grants.

2.+ Withhold funds sufficient to obtain compliance.
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320
321| The state university shall remain ineligible, and the funds may
322| shadtdt not be paid until the state university comes into
323| compliance or the Board of Governors approves a plan for
324 compliance.
325 (2) FUNDING.—
326 (a) An equitable portion of all separate athletic fees
327 shall be designated for women’s intercollegiate athletics.
328 (b) The level of funding and percentage share of support
329| for women’s intercollegiate athletics for Florida College System
330 institutions shall be determined by the State Board of
331 Education. The level of funding and percentage share of support
332 for women’s intercollegiate athletics for state universities
333 shall be determined by the Board of Governors. The level of
334 funding and percentage share attained in the 1980-1981 fiscal
335 year shall be the minimum level and percentage maintained by
336| each institution, except as the State Board of Education or the
337 Board of Governors otherwise directs its respective institutions
338 for the purpose of assuring equity. Consideration shall be given
339 by the State Board of Education or the Board of Governors to
340| emerging athletic programs at institutions which may not have
341 the resources to secure external funds to provide athletic
342 opportunities for women. It is the intent that the effect of any
343 redistribution of funds among institutions shall not negate the
344 requirements as set forth in this section.
345 (c) In addition to the above amount, an amount equal to the
346 sales taxes collected from admission to athletic events

347 sponsored by a state university shall be retained and utilized

348| by each university to support women’s athletics.
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(3) STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.—The State Board of Education
shall assure equal opportunity for female athletes at Florida
College System institutions and establish:

(a) Guidelines for reporting of intercollegiate athletics
data concerning financial, program, and facilities information
for review by the State Board of Education annually.

(b) Systematic audits for the evaluation of such data.

(c) Criteria for determining and assuring equity.

(4) BOARD OF GOVERNORS.—The Board of Governors shall ensure
equal opportunity for female athletes at state universities and
establish:

(a) Guidelines for reporting of intercollegiate athletics
data concerning financial, program, and facilities information
for review by the Board of Governors annually.

(b) Systematic audits for the evaluation of such data.

(c) Criteria for determining and ensuring equity.

Section 10. Paragraph (b) of subsection (9) of section
1007.25, Florida Statutes, is amended, and subsection (15) is
added to that section, to read:

1007.25 General education courses; common prerequisites;
other degree requirements.—

(9)

(b) An associate in arts specialized transfer degree must
include 36 semester hours of general education coursework and
require 60 semester hours or more of college credit. Specialized
transfer degrees are designed for Florida College System
institution students who need supplemental lower-level
coursework in preparation for transfer to another institution.

The State Board of Education shall establish criteria for the
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378 review and approval of new specialized transfer degrees. The
379 approval process must require:
380 1. A Florida College System institution to submit a notice
381 of its intent to propose a new associate in arts specialized
382| degree program to the Division of Florida Colleges. The notice
383 must include the recommended credit hours, the rationale for the
384 specialization, the demand for students entering the field, and
385 the coursework being proposed to be included beyond the 60
386 semester hours required for the general transfer degree, if
387| applicable. Notices of intent may be submitted by a Florida
388| College System institution at any time.
389 2. The Division of Florida Colleges to forward the notice
390 of intent within 10 business days after receipt to all Florida
391| College System institutions and to the Chancellor of the State
392 University System, who shall forward the notice to all state
393| wuniversities. State universities and Florida College System
394 institutions shall have 30 €6 days after receipt of the notice
395 to submit comments to the proposed associate in arts specialized
396 transfer degree.
397 3. After the submission of comments pursuant to
398 subparagraph 2., the requesting Florida College System
399 institution to submit a proposal that, at a minimum, includes:
400 a. Evidence that the coursework for the associate in arts
401 specialized transfer degree includes demonstration of competency
402 in a foreign language pursuant to s. 1007.262 and demonstration
403 of civic literacy competency as provided in subsection (5).
404 b. Demonstration that all required coursework will count

405 toward the associate in arts degree or the baccalaureate degree.

406 c. An analysis of demand and unmet need for students
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407 entering the specialized field of study at the baccalaureate
408 level.
409 d. Justification for the program length if it exceeds 60
410 credit hours, including references to the common prerequisite
411| manual or other requirements for the baccalaureate degree. This
412 includes documentation of alignment between the exit
413 requirements of a Florida College System institution and the
414 admissions requirements of a baccalaureate program at a state
415| wuniversity to which students would typically transfer.
416 e. Articulation agreements for graduates of the associate
417| 1in arts specialized transfer degree.
418 f. Responses to the comments received under subparagraph 2.

419 (15) A Florida College System institution or state

420| university may not impose an institution-wide graduation

421 requirement that includes a course in conflict with subsection
422 (3) .
423 Section 11. Subsections (1), (16), and (18) of section

424 1007.271, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
425 1007.271 Dual enrollment programs.-—
426 (1) The dual enrollment program is the enrollment of an

427| eligible secondary student in this state or home education

428 student in this state in a postsecondary course creditable

429| toward high school completion and a career certificate or an

430 associate or baccalaureate degree. Postsecondary institutions

431 that are eligible to participate in the dual enrollment program

432 are Florida public postsecondary institutions and eligible not-

433 for-profit independent colleges and universities pursuant to s.

434 1011.62(1) (i) . A student whe—+s enrolled in postsecondary

435 instruction that is not creditable toward a high school diploma
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436| may not be classified as a dual enrollment student.

437 (16) Students who meet—theeligibility reguirements—of+this

438| seetion—and—wheo—ehoose—te participate in dual enrollment

439| programs are exempt from the payment of registration, tuition,
440 and laboratory fees.

441 (18) School districts and postsecondary Flrerida—Cellege

442 | System institutions shall must weigh dual enrollment courses the

443 same as advanced placement, International Baccalaureate, and

444 Advanced International Certificate of Education courses when

445| grade—point—averages—are—eatrewtated. High school grade point

446 averages must be calculated based on the high school credit

447 earned by the student in each course. Alternative grade

448 calculation systems, alternative grade weighting systems, and
449 information regarding student education options that

450| discriminate against dual enrollment courses are prohibited.

451 Section 12. Subsections (2) and (3) and paragraphs (a) and
452 (b) of subsection (4) of section 1008.30, Florida Statutes, are
453| amended to read:

454 1008.30 Assessing college-level communication and

455 computation skills for public postsecondary education.—

456 D e T
457 B P O I Aoszaloar and S onrn ] Avn st ol A S g methoda £
L/LM\JLJL [H SN U i S S ) (awy A A \_/_L\JtJ (SN uaw _LllltJ_L\_/ll.l\_/J.J.L. LT C T T TIITOCI Ay [\ RS N AWAW ¥ ) [ S N
458| assessirgthe basie ecommunieation and computation skilts—of
459 ctaa At o ok Tt A + Nty o Ao Nraoacram 4+ o T ra Ao
o C O CTTITCO AR T4 TTTCCTTICD \—awy CITTC T L \J.C\j_LCC tJ_LU\j_L().lll (& e r [ B S g S ER W N @ §
460| coltlege—System—institutions Florida College System institutions

461 and school district career centers may use £hese alternative

462| methods adopted by the State Board of Education for assessing

463 the basic communication and computation skills of students who

464 intend to enter a degree program at a Florida College System
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institution or school district career center in lieu of the

common placement tests under subsection (1) to assess student
readiness for college-level work in communication and

computation. Florida College System institutions may request

approval of institution-specific alternative methods in

accordance with State Board of Education rules.

(3) The rules adopted under subsection (2) must specify the

following:

earned a Florida standard high school diploma and who

demonstrated readiness for college-level communication and

computation skills by any of the approved common placement tests

or alternative methods pursuant to this section or a student who

is serving as an active duty member of any branch of the United
States Armed Services is not required to be assessed for
readiness for college-level work in communication and
computation and is not required to enroll in developmental
education instruction in a Florida College System institution or

a school district career center. However, a student who is not

required to be assessed for readiness for college-level work in
communication and computation and is not required to enroll in
developmental education under this paragraph may opt to be
assessed and to enroll in developmental education instruction,

and the college or school district career center shall provide

such assessment and instruction upon the student’s request.

(b) A student who earned a Florida standard high school

diploma and has not demonstrated readiness for college-level

courses pursuant to subsection (1) or subsection (2) must be
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494 offered the opportunity to be 4is assessed for readiness for

495 college-level communication and computation and, if the
496 student’s whese assessment results indicate a need for

497 developmental education, he or she must be advised of a3+ the

498| developmental education options offered at the institution. anes

499| After advisement, the student may enroll in the developmental

500 education option of his or her choice.
501 (c) A student who demonstrates readiness by achieving or

502| exceeding the test scores established under subsection (1) by

503| the state board and enrolls in a Florida College System

504| institution or a school district career center within 2 years

505 after achieving such scores may shalt+t not be required to retest
506 or complete developmental education when admitted to any Florida

507 College System institution or school district career center.

508 (4) (a) Each Florida College System institution and school

509| district career center shall implement the developmental

510 education strategies defined in s. 1008.02 and rules established
511| by the State Board of Education.
512 (b) Each Florida College System institution and school

513 district career center shall use placement test results or

514 alternative methods as established by the State Board of

515| Education to determine the extent to which each student

516| demonstrates sufficient communication and computation skills to
517 indicate readiness for his or her chosen meta-major. Florida

518| College System institutions and school district career centers

519 shall counsel students into college credit courses as quickly as
520| possible, with developmental education limited to that content
521 needed for success in the meta-major.

522 Section 13. Subsection (1) of section 1008.44, Florida
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Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.44 CAPE Industry Certification Funding List.—

(1) The State Board of Education shall adopt, at least
annually, based upon recommendations by the Commissioner of
Education, the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List that
assigns categories of certificates and certifications as
provided for in s. 1003.4203 to certifications identified in the

Master Credentials List under s. 445.004 (4) which meet a
statewide, regional, or local demand. Supprementat—funding for

Section 14. Subsection (3) of section 1008.47, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
1008.47 Postsecondary education institution accreditation.—

(3) PROHIBITION.—Notwithstanding any other provision of

law, an accrediting agency or association, including

programmatic accreditors, may not compel any public

postsecondary institution to violate state law, and any adverse
action upon the institution based upon the institution’s
compliance with state law constitutes a violation of this
section that may be enforced through subsection (4), except to
the extent that state law is preempted by a federal law that
recognizes the necessity of the accreditation standard or
requirement.

Section 15. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
1009.25, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1009.25 Fee exemptions.—

(1) The following students are exempt from the payment of
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tuition and fees, including lab fees, at a school district that
provides workforce education programs, Florida College System
institution, or state university:

(e) A student who meets the definition of homeless children
and youths in s. 725 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance

Act, 42 U.S.C. s. 11434a(2), as previously determined by a

public school in this state, and whose physical presence is in

this state for the duration of the tuition and fee exemption.

This includes a student who would otherwise meet the
requirements of this paragraph, as determined by a college or
university, but for his or her residence in college or
university dormitory housing. The State Board of Education may
adopt rules and the Board of Governors may adopt regulations
regarding documentation and procedures to implement this
paragraph. Such rules and regulations must consider
documentation of a student’s circumstance to be adequate if such
documentation meets the standards under 20 U.S.C. s. 1087uu-
2(a). Any student who is determined to be a homeless child or
youth for a preceding award year is presumed to be a homeless
child or youth for each subsequent year unless the student
informs the institution that the student’s circumstances have
changed or the institution has specific conflicting information
about the student’s independence, and has informed the student
of this information.

Section 16. Paragraph (a) of subsection (20) of section
1009.26, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1009.26 Fee waivers.—

(20) (a) Beginning with the 2026-2027 2822-2623 academic

year, a state university shall waive the out-of-state fee for a
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full-time undergraduate student who:

1. Has a grandparent who is a legal resident as defined in
s. 1009.21(1). For purposes of this subsection, the term
“grandparent” means a person who has a legal relationship to a
student’s parent as the natural or adoptive parent or legal
guardian of the student’s parent.

2. FEarns a high school diploma comparable to a Florida
standard high school diploma, or its equivalent, or completes a
home education program.

3.a. Achieves an SAT combined score no lower than the 89th
national percentile on the SAT; or

b. Achieves an ACT score concordant to the required SAT
score in sub-subparagraph a., using the latest published
national concordance table developed jointly by the College

Board and ACT, Inc.s—er

o TE o oo PN I I S PP P S Ol oot T ooty Moot
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4. Beginning with students who initially enroll in the 2022
fall academic term and thereafter, enrolls as a full-time
undergraduate student at a state university in the fall academic
term immediately following high school graduation.

Section 17. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1009.40, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1009.40 General requirements for student eligibility for
state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants.—

(1) (a) The general requirements for eligibility of students
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for state financial aid awards and tuition assistance grants
consist of the following:

1. United States citizenship or lawful presence in the

United States.

2. Achievement of the academic requirements of and
acceptance at a state university or Florida College System
institution; a nursing diploma school approved by the Florida
Board of Nursing; a Florida college or university which is
accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the State
Board of Education; a Florida institution the credits of which
are acceptable for transfer to state universities; a career
center; or a private career institution accredited by an
accrediting agency recognized by the State Board of Education.

3.2+ Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
preceding the award of aid or a tuition assistance grant for a
program established pursuant to s. 1009.50, s. 1009.505, s.
1009.51, s. 1009.52, s. 1009.521, s. 1009.53, s. 1009.60, s.
1009.62, s. 1009.72, s. 1009.73, s. 1009.75, s. 1009.77, s.
1009.89, or s. 1009.894. Residency in this state must be for
purposes other than to obtain an education. Resident status for
purposes of receiving state financial aid awards 1is shadti—be
determined in the same manner as resident status for tuition
purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21.

4.3+ Submission of certification attesting to the accuracy,
completeness, and correctness of information provided to
demonstrate a student’s eligibility to receive state financial
aid awards or tuition assistance grants. Falsification of such
information shall result in the denial of a pending application

and revocation of an award or grant currently held to the extent
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that no further payments shall be made. Additionally, students
who knowingly make false statements in order to receive state
financial aid awards or tuition assistance grants commit a
misdemeanor of the second degree subject to the provisions of s.
837.06 and shall be required to return all state financial aid
awards or tuition assistance grants wrongfully obtained.

Section 18. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) and subsection
(2) of section 1009.536, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1009.536 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars and Florida
Gold Seal CAPE Scholars awards.—The Florida Gold Seal Vocational
Scholars award and the Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars award are
created within the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program to
recognize and reward academic achievement and career preparation
by high school students who wish to continue their education.

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Seal
Vocational Scholars award if he or she meets the general
eligibility requirements for the Florida Bright Futures
Scholarship Program and:

(c)1l. For a student earning a Florida Gold Seal Vocational

Scholars award, earns a minimum cumulative weighted grade point

average of 3.0, as calculated pursuant to s. 1009.531, on all
subjects required for a standard high school diploma, excluding
elective courses.

2. For students earning a Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars

award, earns a minimum cumulative weighted grade point average

of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.

(2) (a) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Seal CAPE

Scholars award if he or she meets the general eligibility

requirements for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program,
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668 and the student does both of the following:
669 1.4 Earns a minimum of 3 & postsecondary credits eredit

670| *Hewrs through CAPE industry certifications approved pursuant to
671 s. 1008.44 which articulate for college credit.;——and

672 2.4b) Completes at least 30 hours of volunteer service, or
673 75 hours of volunteer service for students entering grade 9 in
674 the 2024-2025 school year and thereafter, or 100 hours of paid
675| work, approved by the district school board, the administrators
676 of a nonpublic school, or the Department of Education for home
677| education program students, or 100 hours of a combination of

678| Dboth. The student may identify a social or civic issue or a

679| professional area that interests him or her and develop a plan
680 for his or her personal involvement in addressing the issue or
681 learning about the area. The student must, through papers or

682 other presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her

683 experience. Such volunteer service or paid work may include, but
684 is not limited to, a business or governmental internship, work
685 for a nonprofit community service organization, or activities on
686| behalf of a candidate for public office. The hours of volunteer
687 service or paid work must be documented in writing, and the

688 document must be signed by the student, the student’s parent or
689| guardian, and a representative of the organization for which the
690 student performed the volunteer service or paid work.

691 (b) Before or within 3 months after completion of the GATE

692 Program as provided in s. 1004.933, a student may apply for the
693| Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars award.

094 Section 19. Paragraph (o) is added to subsection (1) of
695 section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, to read:

696 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
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allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
follows:

(1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASE FLORIDA EDUCATION FINANCE
PROGRAM.—The following procedure shall be followed in
determining the base Florida Education Finance Program funds for
each district:

(0) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent

membership based on Florida advanced courses and test scores of

students.—A value of 0.16 full-time equivalent student

membership shall be calculated for each student in a Florida

advanced course who achieves a minimum score on an assessment

identified by the Department of Education pursuant to s.

1007.27(2) and added to the total full-time equivalent student

membership in basic programs for grades 9 through 12 in the

subsequent fiscal year. Each district shall allocate at least 80

percent of the funds provided to the district for Advanced

Placement instruction, in accordance with this paragraph, to the

high school that generates the funds. The school district shall

distribute to each classroom teacher who provided Advanced

Placement instruction:

1. A bonus in the amount of $100 for each student taught by

the Florida advanced course teacher in each Florida advanced

course who achieves a minimum score on an assessment identified

by the Department of Education pursuant to s. 1007.27(2).

2. An additional bonus of $500 to each Florida advanced

course teacher in a school designated with a grade of “D” or “F”
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726 who has at least one student who achieves a minimum score on an

7277 assessment identified by the Department of Education pursuant to

728 s. 1007.27(2), regardless of the number of classes taught or of

729 the number of students who achieve a minimum score on an

730 assessment identified by the Department of Education pursuant to
731 s. 1007.27(2).
732

733| Bonuses awarded under this paragraph shall be in addition to any

734 regular wage or other bonus the teacher received or is scheduled

735 to receive. For such courses, the teacher shall earn an

736| additional bonus of $100 for each student who has a qualifying

737 score.

738 Section 20. Paragraphs (b) and (e) of subsection (3) of
739 section 1011.84, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

740 1011.84 Procedure for determining state financial support
741 and annual apportionment of state funds to each Florida College
742 System institution district.—The procedure for determining state
743 financial support and the annual apportionment to each Florida
744| College System institution district authorized to operate a

745| Florida College System institution under the provisions of s.
746 1001.61 shall be as follows:

7477 (3) DETERMINING THE APPORTIONMENT FROM STATE FUNDS.-—

748 (b) The apportionment to each Florida College System

749 institution from the Florida College System Program Fund shall
750 be determined annually in the General Appropriations Act. In
751 determining each college’s apportionment, the Legislature shall
752 consider the following components:

753 1. Base budget, which includes the state appropriation to

754 the Florida College System Program Fund in the current year plus
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755 the related student tuition and out-of-state fees assigned in
756 the current General Appropriations Act.
757 2. The cost-to-continue allocation, which consists of
758 incremental changes to the base budget, including salaries,
759| price levels, and other related costs allocated through a

760 funding model developed by the Florida College System presidents

761 in consultation with the Department of Education and approved by

762 the Legislature. The model must whieh—may recognize a minimum

763 level of funding per FTE and differing economic factors arising

764 from the individual educational approaches of the wvarious
765| Florida College System institutions, including, but not limited
766| to:

767 a. Program offerings, weighting workforce FTE to account
768 for priorities and costs bireet—TInstruetional Funding,—inecluding
769 elass—sire;—facultty produetivity facteors;—average—facultty

770 saotaryr—ratie—efFfull—time—+toport—time faculty;—ecostEs—of

771 | pregrams——and—enrollment—factors.

772 b. Completion of credentials, including certificates,

773 certifications, and degrees Aecademie—Support—inetuding smatt
774 colteges—factor;—multticampus—factor;—and enrollmentfacteor

775 c. Size of the college Student—Servieces—Support—inetuding

776 headeountof studentsas—welttas FrEecountandenrotiment
777 faetors.

778 d. Economies of scale Library—Support—inetudingvotume and
779 otser materisis/auniovisual reoulrements,

780 e. Regional cost differentials Speeial—Projeets.

781 F— Speratiens—asdMaintenaree—eof Plarnt S relndinaSerare
782 footage—and—uEilization—faectoers

783 g+—Ceomparabte—wage—factor—
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3. Students enrolled in a recreation and leisure program

and students enrolled in a lifelong learning program who may not

be counted as full-time equivalent enrollments for purposes of

enrollment workload adjustments.
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5+ New and improved program enhancements, which shall be

determined by the Legislature.

(e) If at any time the unencumbered balance in the general
fund of the Florida College System institution board of trustees

approved operating budget goes below 7 & percent for a Florida

College System institution with—ea—final—FFE—tess—than15-000—Ffer
+ 1 g EYSIER £ NENE L R S R VN NE VPN~ N VS N VL ra1 A AT or Qxza+ ~Avn
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year, the president must shaltd provide written notification to

the State Board of Education. By September 30 of each year, the
chief financial officer of each Florida College System
institution shall certify the unexpended amount of state funds
remaining in the general fund of an institution as of June 30 of
the previous fiscal year.

Section 21. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
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1013.841 End of year balance of Florida College System

20261052

are amended to read:

institution funds.—
(2) (a FEach Florida College System institution with—a—finat

ETE han—+57000—Ffer—+theprieor—year shall maintain a minimum

ar

] oo
oS

carry forward balance of at least 7 & percent of its state

operating budget; however, a Florida College System institution

may retain and report to the State Board of Education an annual

reserve balance exceeding that amount. If a Florida College

System institution fails to maintain a 7 & percent balance in
state operating funds, the president must shaltdt provide written

notification to the State Board of Education.

(b) Each Florida College System institution witha—finat

T —00—feor—+the prior—vyear that retains a state

1 oo
EreNe)

operating fund carry forward balance in excess of the 7 &
percent minimum shall submit a spending plan for its excess
carry forward balance. The spending plan must shat+ include all
excess carry forward funds from state operating funds. The
spending plan must shadtd be submitted to the Florida College
System institution’s board of trustees for approval by September
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30 of each years

State Board of Education shall review and publish each Florida

College System institution’s carry forward spending plan by
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(c) Completion of a remodeling or infrastructure project,
if such project is survey recommended pursuant to s. 1013.31;

(d) Completion of a repair or replacement project necessary
due to damage caused by a natural disaster for buildings
included in the inventory required pursuant to s. 1013.31;

(e) Operating expenditures that support the Florida College
System institution’s mission;

(f) Any purpose approved by the state board or specified in
the General Appropriations Act; and

(g) A commitment of funds to a contingency reserve for
expenses incurred as a result of a state of emergency declared
by the Governor pursuant to s. 252.36.

Section 22. Subsection (2) of section 1009.895, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1009.895 Open Door Grant Program.—

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—In order to be eligible for the program, a

student must:

a) Meet the requirements under s. 1009.40(1) (a)3. and 4.
(0}
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(b) Be enrolled in an adult secondary education program or
an integrated education and training program in which
institutions establish partnerships with local workforce
development boards to provide basic skills instruction,
contextually and concurrently, with workforce training that
results in the award of credentials under s. 445.004(4) or a
workforce education program as defined under s. 1011.80(1) (b)-
(f) that is included on the Master Credentials List under s.
445,004 (4); and

(c) Be enrolled at a school district postsecondary
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900 technical career center under s. 1001.44, a Florida College
901 System institution under s. 1000.21(5), or a charter technical
902 career center under s. 1002.34.
903
904| An institution may not impose additional criteria to determine a
905 student’s eligibility to receive a grant under this section.

906 Section 23. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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