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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to boating-restricted areas; amending
s. 327.46, F.S.; revising the authority of
municipalities and counties to establish ordinances
for specified boating-restricted areas; requiring the
boundaries of such areas to be clearly marked with

specified markers; removing provisions requiring such
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ordinances to be reviewed and approved by the Fish and
9 Wildlife Conservation Commission; providing an

10 effective date.

11
12 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13
14 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 327.46, Florida
15 Statutes, is amended to read:

16 327.46 Boating-restricted areas.—

17 (1) Boating-restricted areas, including+—but—ret—timited

18| +e+ restrictions on vessel speed and operation, may be

19| established as follows: ef—vessel—speeds—and—vessel—traffie;—may

20 b at+t ]l 2 ah A " +h wataoara £ +h1 o o+ o4 for Srcz vt Ao

P ot oSt Ot~ wattT s O Ctit o Statctc 0oL oity purpost
21 neoAc oty Nyt ~A~+ 1 FOIENE SN S £ +1 il 1~ 1 £ oaaah
et Soary o proctCtTtcnC—SarCty O ciiC—poualoTrrC— T Sottt

22| restrietions—are neecessary bascedon boatingaceidentsy

23 sz ol ] 0+ xs bhagavy Ao ~iqpwr s+ o EVSE SN
TSTOoTTTTrcy,; taZzarbots oL rrCIirco O wo

24 oo ot A —~ tlhaa o o S ] Do
\Jllv\_/QL._L\JJ.J., A o CT I T T1ICh _LvL/LL._L\JJ.J.L/L_L T T

25| seagrasses—eonprivately owned submerged—tands~
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26 (a) The commission may establish boating-restricted areas
27| by rule pursuant to chapter 120.

28 (b) Municipalities and counties may establish the

29| following boating-restricted areas by ordinance, including,

30| notwithstanding the prohibition in s. 327.60(2) (c), within the
31| portion of the Florida Intracoastal Waterway within their

32| Jjurisdiction:

33 1. An ordinance establishing an idle speed, no wake

34 boating-restricted area, if the area is:

35 a. Within 500 feet of any boat ramp, hoist, marine

36 railway, or other launching or landing facility available for
37 use by the general boating public on waterways more than 300

38 feet in width or within 300 feet of any boat ramp, hoist, marine
39| railway, or other launching or landing facility available for
40 use by the general boating public on waterways not exceeding 300
41 feet in width.

42 b. Within 500 feet of fuel pumps or dispensers at any

43| marine fueling facility that sells motor fuel to the general

44| Dboating public on waterways more than 300 feet in width or

45| within 300 feet of the fuel pumps or dispensers at any licensed
46 terminal facility that sells motor fuel to the general boating
47| public on waterways not exceeding 300 feet in width.

48 c. Inside or within 300 feet of any lock structure.

49 2. An ordinance establishing a slow speed, minimum wake

50| boating-restricted area if the area is:
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51 a. Within 300 feet of any bridge fender system.

52 b. Within 300 feet of any bridge span presenting a

53| wvertical clearance of less than 25 feet or a horizontal

54 clearance of less than 100 feet.

55 c. On a creek, stream, canal, or similar linear waterway
56| 1if the waterway is less than 75 feet in width from shoreline to
57 shoreline.

58 d. On a lake or pond of less than 10 acres in total

59 surface area.

60 e. Within the boundaries of a permitted public mooring

61 field and a buffer around the mooring field of up to 100 feet.
62 f. Within 500 feet of a sewage pumpout station at any

63| public or private nonresidential marina if the sewage pumpout
64 station is within 100 feet of the marked channel of the Florida
65 Intracoastal Waterway.

66 3. An ordinance establishing a vessel-exclusion zone if
67 the area is:

68 a. Designated as a public bathing beach or swim area,

69| except that such areas may not be created on waters that include
70 any portion of the Florida Intracoastal Waterway or that are

71 within 100 feet of the marked channel of the Florida

72 Intracoastal Waterway.

73 b. Within 300 feet of a dam, spillway, or flood control
74 Structure.

75
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(d) Owners of private submerged lands that are adjacent to
Outstanding Florida Waters, as defined in s. 403.061(28), or an
aquatic preserve established under ss. 258.39-258.399 may
request that the commission establish boating-restricted areas
solely to protect any seagrass and contiguous seagrass habitat
within their private property boundaries from seagrass scarring
due to propeller dredging. Owners making a request pursuant to
this paragraph must demonstrate to the commission clear
ownership of the submerged lands. The commission shall adopt
rules to implement this paragraph, including, but not limited
to, establishing an application process and criteria for meeting
the requirements of this paragraph. Each approved boating-
restricted area shall be established by commission rule. For
marking boating-restricted zones established pursuant to this
paragraph, owners of privately submerged lands shall apply to
the commission for a uniform waterway marker permit in

accordance with ss. 327.40 and 327.41, and shall be responsible
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for marking the boating-restricted zone in accordance with the
terms of the permit.

(e) As used in this section, the term "seagrass" has the
same meaning as in s. 253.04.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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