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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles; amending s. 207.001, F.S.;
revising a short title; reordering and amending s.
207.002, F.S.; defining terms and revising
definitions; amending s. 207.003, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
207.004, F.S.; requiring licensure in lieu of
registration of motor carriers operating certain
qualified motor vehicles; requiring motor carriers to
obtain fuel use decals in lieu of identifying devices;
requiring that qualified motor vehicles carry a copy
of the license or make the license available
electronically; requiring that fuel tax decals be
conspicuously displayed on qualified motor wvehicles
while the vehicles are operated on public highways;
requiring the department or its authorized agent to
issue licenses and fuel tax decals; requiring that
fuel tax decal renewal orders be submitted
electronically through an online system beginning on a
certain date; providing an exception; revising
required contents of temporary fuel-use permits;
deleting provisions for driveaway permits; amending s.
207.005, F.S.; revising due dates for motor fuel use
tax returns submitted by licensed motor carriers;
requiring that tax returns be submitted electronically
through an online system beginning on a certain date;
providing an exception; amending s. 207.007, F.S.;

revising the method of calculating interest due for
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certain delinquent taxes; prohibiting a person from
knowingly making, or assisting any other person in
making, a false statement in connection with an audit;
prohibiting a person from counterfeiting, altering,
manufacturing, or selling fuel tax licenses, fuel tax
decals, or temporary fuel-use permits except under
certain circumstances; providing penalties; amending
s. 207.008, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 207.011, F.S.;
authorizing the department to inspect records
necessary to verify the tax returns of motor carriers,
motor fuel retail dealers, and motor fuel wholesale
distributors; amending ss. 207.013 and 207.014, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 207.019, F.S.; requiring motor carriers to
destroy fuel tax decals and notify the department upon
the discontinuance, sale, or transfer of the business;
amending ss. 207.023, 207.0281, and 212.08, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 316.065, F.S.; revising the apparent
amount of property damage which requires the driver of
a vehicle involved in a crash to notify law
enforcement of the crash; amending s. 318.15, F.S.;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
amending s. 320.02, F.S.; requiring vehicle
registration applicants to provide a Florida address;
providing an exception; requiring an applicant to
provide satisfactory proof of address and certain

documentation; defining the term “REAL ID driver’s
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license or identification card”; amending s. 320.95,
F.S.; revising the purpose for which the department
may use e-mail; amending s. 322.01, F.S.; revising the

definition of the term “tank vehicle”; amending s.
322.08, F.S.; revising the purpose for which the
department may use e-mail; amending ss. 322.18,
322.21, and 322.251, F.S.; authorizing the department
to provide certain orders and notices by e-mail
notification; amending ss. 322.2616, 322.64, 324.091,
and 324.171, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
made by the act; amending s. 328.30, F.S.; revising
the purpose for which the department may use e-mail;
amending s. 627.7415, F.S.; conforming a provision to
changes made by the act; amending ss. 316.545 and
319.35, F.S.; conforming cross-references; making a

technical change; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 207.001, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.001 Short title.—This chapter shall be known as the
“Florida Piesel—Fuvel—and Motor Fuel Use Tax Act FE398%,” and

the taxes levied under this chapter shall be in addition to all
other taxes imposed by law.

Section 2. Section 207.002, Florida Statutes, is reordered
and amended to read:

207.002 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(11)43)> “Qualified Cemmereiat motor vehicle” means any
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and which

has two axles and a gross vehicle weight or registered gross

vehicle weight in excess of 26,000 pounds, or has three or more

axles regardless of weight, or is used in combination when the
weight of such combination exceeds 26,000 pounds gross vehicle

weight or registered gross vehicle weight. The term excludes any

recreational vehicle or vehicle owned or operated by a community

427.011 or by a

transportation coordinator as defined in s.
private operator that provides public transit services under

contract with such a provider.

(1) 2>

“Department” means the Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles.

(2) ™“International Fuel Tax Agreement” means a reciprocal

agreement among states of the United States, provinces of

Canada, and other such member jurisdictions to provide for the
administration, collection, and enforcement of taxes on the
basis of fuel consumed, distance accrued, or both, in member
Jurisdictions.
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(3)4>> “Interstate” means vehicle movement between or

through two or more member jurisdictions states.

(4)46)> “Intrastate” means vehicle movement from one point

within a member jurisdiction stste to another point within the

same member Jjurisdiction state.

(5) “Member jurisdiction” means a state of the United

States, a province of Canada, or any other such jurisdiction

that is a member of the International Fuel Tax Agreement.

(6)++r “Motor carrier” means any person owning,
controlling, operating, or managing any motor vehicle used to
transport persons or property over any public highway.

(7) 48> “Motor fuel” means any fuel placed in the fuel

supply storage unit of a qualified motor vehicle, including an

alternative fuel, such as pure methanol, ethanol, or other

alcohol; a blend of 85 percent or more alcohol with gasoline;

natural gas and liquified fuel produced from natural gas;

propane; coal-derived liquified fuel; hydrogen; electricity;

pure biodiesel (B100) fuel, other than alcohol, derived from

biological materials; P-series fuel; or any other type of fuel

or energy used to propel a qualified motor vehicle what—3s

(8)49> “Operate,” “operated,” “operation,” or “operating”
means and includes the utilization in any form of any qualified
commereiat motor vehicle, whether loaded or empty, whether
utilized for compensation or not for compensation, and whether
owned by or leased to the motor carrier who uses it or causes it

to be used.
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(9)+8)> “Person” means and includes natural persons,

corporations, copartnerships, firms, companies, agencies, or
associations, singular or plural.
(10)43++H “Public highway” means any public street, road, or

highway in this state.
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(12)44+3> “Use,” “uses,” or “used” means the consumption of

diesel—Ffuwel—or motor fuel in a qualified eemmereiadt motor

vehicle for the propulsion thereof.

Section 3. Section 207.003, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.003 Privilege tax levied.—A tax for the privilege of
operating any qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle upon the public
highways of this state shall be levied upon every motor carrier

at a rate which includes the minimum rates provided in parts I-

ITII of chapter 206 on each gallon of diesel—Ffwel—oer motor fuel
used for the propulsion of a qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle
by such motor carrier within this +he state.

Section 4. Section 207.004, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.004 Licensing Registratien of motor carriers; fuel tax
decals identifyingdeviees; fees; renewals; temporary fuel-use
permits and—driveaway Ppermits.—

(1) (a) A Ne motor carrier may not shald operate or cause to
be operated in this state any qualified eemmereiat motor
vehicle, other than a Florida-based qualified eemmereiat motor
vehicle that travels Florida intrastate mileage only, which &hat

uses diesedl—fuel—or motor fuel until such carrier is licensed
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under the International Fuel Tax Agreement and issued fuel tax
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agreement;—and—hasbeen—issuedan—identifyingdeviee or such

carrier is has—Pbeen issued a temporary

fuel-use permit as

(9)

The fee for each set

authorized under subsection

vehicle operated.

subseetions—4r—and—+5) for each

of fuel tax decals is

Thea
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T o £
L
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$4 per year or

copy of the license must be carried in

any fraction thereof. A

each vehicle or made

available electronically. The fuel tax
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decals fer—each
ifdentifying—d

provided by —the department—and must be conspicuously displayed
on the qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle as prescribed by the

instructions on the reverse side of the decal department while

T Adant 1 £z~ 171 o~ 110
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the vehicle i+ is being operated on the public highways of this
The transfer of fuel tax decals anp—identifyingdeviee

from one vehicle to another vehicle or from one motor carrier to

state.

another motor carrier is prohibited. The department or its

authorized agent shall issue the licenses and fuel tax decals.
(b)

1ssued 1s ap—adentifyingdev

The motor carrier to whom fuel tax decals have been

Tee—has—been3issged—shall—be solely

responsible for the proper use of the fuel tax decals

identifyingdeviee by its employees, consignees, or lessees.
(2) Fuel tax decals Fdentifyingdeviees shall be issued

each year for the period January 1 through December 31,

or any

portion thereof, if tax returns and tax payments, when

applicable, have been submitted to the department for all prior

Fuel tax decals *dentifyingdeviees may be

reporting periods.
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displayed for the next succeeding indicia period beginning

December 1 of each year. Beginning October 1, 2026, except as

otherwise authorized by the department, all fuel tax decal

renewal orders must be electronically submitted through an

online system prescribed by the department.

(3) If a motor carrier licensed in this state no longer

operates or causes to be operated in this state a qualified
commereiatr motor vehicle, the fuel tax decals must identifying
deviee—shalt be destroyed and the motor carrier to whom the fuel

tax decals were deviee—was lssued must shatt notify the

department immediately by letter of such removal and of the

number of fuel tax decals theidentifying deviee—that has been
destroyed.

(4) A motor carrier must, before operating a qualified

ceommereiatr motor vehicle on the public highways of this state,
mast display fuel tax decals aa—identifyingdeviee as required

under subsections (1) and (2) or must obtain a temporary fuel-
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certificate ef—registratien mayr—uporn payrment—of the $45 feeper
permits secure from the department, or any wire service
authorized by the department, a temporary fuel-use permit.

(b) The fee for a temporary fuel-use permit is $45. A
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temporary fuel-use permit expires 10 days after the date of

issuance and exempts the vehicle from payment of the motor fuel

tax imposed under this chapter during the period for which the

permit is valid. However, this paragraph does not exempt the

vehicle from payment at the pump of the fuel tax imposed under

chapter 206.

(c) A btank temporary fuel-use permit must+—beforeits—use;
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identify the carrier, the vehicle to which the permit is

assigned, and the permit’s effective date and expiration date
12y
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yvehiete. The erndersed temporary fuel-use permit must shatt—then
be carried on the vehicle that it identifies and must shatt be
exhibited on demand to any authorized personnel. Temporary fuel-

use permits may be transmitted to the motor carrier by

electronic means apd—shall—be—completed—as—euvtlined by

(d) The motor carrier to whom a temporary fuel-use permit
is issued is shaid—be solely responsible for the proper use of
the permit by its employees, consignees, or lessees. Any
erasure, alteration, or unauthorized use of a temporary fuel-use
permit renders shalt—render it invalid and of no effect. A motor
carrier to whom a temporary fuel-use permit is issued may not
knowingly allow the permit to be used by any other person e=
erganizatieon.

(b) fase: aﬂfegiSEefed HOte¥ eaffﬂ:IEf Hta?l H?eﬂ ?afi“eHE ef Ehe
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read:

207.005 Returns and payment of tax; delinquencies;
calculation of fuel used during operations in the state; credit;
bond.—

(1) The taxes levied under this chapter are shald—be due
and payable on the first day of the month following the last
month of the reporting period. The department may adopt
promutgate rules for requiring and establishing procedures for
annual, semiannual, or quarterly filing. The reporting period is
shatt—Pbe the 12 months beginning January 1 Juty—+ and ending

December 31 Jupe—30. Fr—shall-be—+theduty—eof Each motor carrier

licensed registered—or—reguired—teoPbe—registered under £he
provistens—ef this chapter must £e submit a return by the
following due dates, except that each due date is extended until

the last day of the month of the due date, and, if the last day

of the month falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the

due date is further extended until the next day that is not a

Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday within 30days—after—+thedue

+ mh s Aot r £
T T [ N i >y A\ AW ) w AT T T -

(0}

~ 11 o o 11 TaT
T TS O T OwW

(a) If annual filing, the due date is January 31. shall—be
ey

(b) If semiannual filing, the due dates are shali—be
January 31 + and July 31.d35—e=*

(c) If quarterly filing, the due dates are shald—be January
31 &, April 30 +, July 31 4, and October 31 +.

(2) The amount of fuel used in the propulsion of any
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320 qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle within this state may be
321 calculated, if the motor carrier maintains adequate records, by
322| applying total interstate vehicular consumption of all dieseld
323| fwel—ard motor fuel used as related to total miles traveled and
324| applying such rate to total miles traveled within this state. In

325 the absence of adequate documentation by the motor carrier, the

326| department may adopt is—auvtherized topromulgate rules

327 converting miles driven to gallons used.

328 (3) For the purpose of computing the carrier’s liability
329| for the fuel read—privitege tax, the total gallons of fuel used
330 in the propulsion of any qualified eemmereiat motor vehicle in
331 this state shall be multiplied by the rates provided in parts I-
332 ITI of chapter 206. From the sum determined by this calculation,
333 there shall be allowed a credit equal to the amount of the tax
334| per gallon under parts I-III of chapter 206 for each gallon of
335 fuel purchased in this state during the reporting period when
336 the diesel fuel or motor fuel tax was paid at the time of

337| purchase. If the tax paid under parts I-III of chapter 206

338 exceeds the total tax due under this chapter, the excess may be
339 allowed as a credit against future tax payments, until the

340 credit is fully offset or until eight calendar quarters shatt
341| have passed since the end of the calendar quarter in which the
342 credit accrued, whichever occurs first. A refund may be made for

343| this credit provided it exceeds $10.

344 (4) The department may adopt is—auvtheorized to promulgate
345 the necessary rules to provide for an adequate bond from each
346| motor carrier to ensure payment of taxes required under this

347 chapter.

348 (5) Beginning October 1, 2026, except as otherwise
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all returns must be submitted

electronically through an online system prescribed by the

department.

Section 6. Section 207.007,
read:
207.007 Offenses;

(1)

Florida Statutes,

is amended to

penalties and interest.—

If any motor carrier licensed ¥registered under this

chapter fails to file a return or anad pay any tax liability

under this chapter within the time required hereunder,

the

department may impose a delinquency penalty of $50 or 10 percent

of the delinquent taxes due,

failure is for not more than 30 days,

percent penalty for each additional 30 days,

thereof,

exceed a total penalty of 100 percent in the aggregate.

whichever is greater,

during the time which the failure continues,

if the
with an additional 10
or fraction

not to

However,

the penalty may not be less than $50.

(2)

In addition to any other penalties,

any delinquent tax

shall bear interest in accordance with the International Fuel

Tax Agreement at—th ot £ ] o o Frooy Ao

g T T LT CTT O tJC.L\.z TTC tJC.L ot Trhy A\ = - CIOUTT
e £ PN ISP RN SO I SO S N Ao+ + + o oo A T +1
CIIT T 1T ULy CcCO T COIITOCT T 1T OTIT T AW § & N wl oy T o CTZY WwWThO A\ AW ) J S T
derartman+ PN SN DN S o PENPENE VN S gy [N NP, PN PO SR PN
\A.\./t/L/LJ_ CITTTTT O CITC T IO LT TT T (& \./Uut/\./J_L/LL./_LV J_\J\./_Lt/J_U\./L/L_L qu_\./\./lll\./J.lL./ | I i AW 5 e
+ 1 etz ot e e £ o 2N7 A2Q91 + 1 NP SRV SIS, AP, s PP, [l NP SN
T tJJ_\J Lo T UTHO A =) T e U \JJ_, T \_/LJL/LJ_ CITTT T T (S50 W N & Ry S =y |\ S ) T (@ W uAw
Aa ottt P e I I S NP SR | + + 1 SIS PN [P S SN SIS T PR
o T 1 oTTT™ [ €% g S TTITTC T I OO O A\ AW ) w (awy A\ U i ) JUJ__LQ\.A._L CTTOUThO T T O AT
ot NS I = s PN N S NP PP PENEN Al + + 1 ot o+
OO T o i - - o A CTTT TTTCCT T T WO O LA\ g S ) AW )y L3 T o OO CTT

A Any person who:

+1h

nr

) Willfully refuses or neglects to make any statement,

report,
(b)

or return required by

Knowingly makes,

CITCT PO

vistens—ef this chapter;

or assists any other person in making,

a false statement in a return or report, ¥ in connection with
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an application for licensure ¥registratiern under this chapter, or

in connection with an audit; e=

(c) Counterfeits, alters, manufactures, or sells fuel tax

licenses, fuel tax decals, or temporary fuel-use permits without

first having obtained the department’s permission in writing; or

(d) Violates any of the provisions of this chapter, a

penalty for which is not otherwise provided,

commits i+s—guitty—-of a felony of the third degree, punishable as

provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. In addition,

the department may revoke or suspend the licensure and

registration privileges under ss. 207.004 and 320.02 of the
violator. Each day or part thereof during which a person
operates or causes to be operated a qualified eemmereiatr motor
vehicle without being the holder of fuel tax decals an

dentifying—deviee or having a valid temporary fuel-use e
driveaway permit as required by this chapter constitutes a

separate offense within the meaning of this section. In addition
to the penalty imposed by this section, the defendant is shald
be required to pay all taxes, interest, and penalties due to the
state.

Section 7. Section 207.008, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.008 Retention of records by motor carrier.—Each

licensed registered motor carrier shall maintain and keep
pertinent records and papers as may be required by the
department for the reasonable administration of this chapter and
shall preserve the records upon which each egwarterdly tax return

is based for 4 years following the due date or filing date of
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the return, whichever is later.

Section 8. Subsection (3) of section 207.011, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

207.011 Inspection of records; hearings; forms; rules.—

(3) The department, or any authorized agent thereof, is
authorized to examine the records, books, papers, and equipment

of any motor carrier, any retail dealer of motor &ieset fuels,

and any wholesale distributor of diesel—Fuwelts—er motor fuels

which £hat are deemed necessary to verify the truth and accuracy

of any statement, e¥ report, or return and ascertain whether the

tax imposed by this chapter has been paid.

Section 9. Section 207.013, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

207.013 Suits for collection of unpaid taxes, penalties,
and interest.—Upon demand of the department, the Department of
Legal Affairs or the state attorney for a judicial circuit shall
bring appropriate actions, in the name of the state or in the
name of the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles in
the capacity of its office, for the recovery of taxes,
penalties, and interest due under this chapter; and judgment
shall be rendered for the amount so found to be due together
with costs. However, if it is shaid—Pbe found as a fact that such
claim for, or grant of, an exemption or credit was willful on

the part of any motor carrier, retail dealer, or distributor of

diesel—Ffuel—or motor fuel, judgment must shald be rendered for
double the amount of the tax found to be due with costs. The
department may employ an attorney at law to institute and
prosecute proper proceedings to enforce payment of the taxes,

penalties, and interest provided for by this chapter and may fix
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436 the compensation for the services of such attorney at law.
437 Section 10. Subsection (3) of section 207.014, Florida

438 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

439 207.014 Departmental warrant for collection of unpaid

440 taxes.—

441 (3) In the event there is a contest or claim of any kind
442 with reference to the property levied upon or the amount of

443 taxes, costs, or penalties due, such contest or claim must shaid
444| Dbe tried in the circuit court in and for the county in which the
445 warrant was executed, as nearly as may be in the same manner and
446| means as such contest or claim would have been tried in such

447 court had the warrant originally issued upon a judgment rendered

448| Dby such court. The warrant issued as provided in this section

449 constitutes shalt—econstitute prima facie evidence of the amount

450 of taxes, interest, and penalties due to the state by the motor

451 carrier; and the burden of proof is shaidt—be upon the motor

452 carrier, retail dealer, or distributor of dieset—fuel o+ motor
453 fuel to show that the amounts or penalties were incorrect.

454 Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 207.019, Florida
455 Statutes, is amended to read:

456 207.019 Discontinuance or transfer of business; change of
457 address.—

458 (1) Whenever a person ceases to engage in business as a
459| motor carrier within this #he state by reason of the

460 discontinuance, sale, or transfer of the business of such

461 person, he or she shall notify the department in writing at

462 least 10 days before p¥rier—+te the time the discontinuance, sale,
463 or transfer takes effect. Such notice must shald give the date

464 of discontinuance and, in the event of a sale or transfer of the
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465 business, the date thereof and the name and address of the

466| purchaser or transferee. All diesel—fuel—or motor fuel use taxes
467| shatt become due and payable concurrently with such

468 discontinuance, sale, or transfer; and any such person shall,
469 concurrently with such discontinuance, sale, or transfer, make a
470 report andy pay all such taxes, interest, and penalties. The

471| person shall immediately destroy the fuel tax decals and notify

472 the department by letter of such destruction and of the number

473 of the fuel tax decals that have been destroyed—and—surrender
474 to—the department—+the registrationIssued—+to—such person
475 Section 12. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 207.023,

476 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

477 207.023 Authority to inspect vehicles, make arrests, seize
478| property, and execute warrants.—

479 (1) As a part of their responsibility when inspecting

480| qualified motor eemmereiad vehicles, the Department of Highway

481 Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture and
482 Consumer Services, and the Department of Transportation shall

483 ensure that all vehicles are properly qualified under +£he

484 | previstems—ef this chapter.

485 (3) Qualified cemmereiadt motor vehicles owned or operated
486| by any motor carrier who refuses to comply with this chapter may
487| be seized by authorized agents or employees of the Department of
488| Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Department of Agriculture
489 and Consumer Services, or the Department of Transportation; or
490 authorized agents and employees of any of these departments also
491| may seize property as set out in ss. 206.205, 206.21, and

492 206.215. Upon such seizure, the property must shait: be

493 surrendered without delay to the sheriff of the county where the
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494| property was seized for further proceedings.
495 Section 13. Subsections (1) and (6) of section 207.0281,

496 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

497 207.0281 Registration; cooperative reciprocal agreements
498| between states.—

499 (1) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles may
500 enter into a cooperative reciprocal agreement, including, but
501 not limited to, the International Fuel Tax fwel—tax Agreement,
502| with another state or group of states for the administration of
503| the tax imposed by this chapter. An agreement arrangement,

504 declaration, or amendment is not effective until stated in

505 writing and filed with the Department of Highway Safety and
506| Motor Vehicles.

507 (6) This section and the contents of any reciprocal

508 agreement entered into under this section supersede all other
509 fuel-tax requirements of this chapter for qualified ecemmereialt
510| motor vehicles.

511 Section 14. Paragraph (aa) of subsection (7) of section
512 212.08, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

513 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consumption, distribution, and
514 storage tax; specified exemptions.—The sale at retail, the

515 rental, the use, the consumption, the distribution, and the

516| storage to be used or consumed in this state of the following
517 are hereby specifically exempt from the tax imposed by this

518 chapter.

519 (7) MISCELLANEOUS EXEMPTIONS.—Exemptions provided to any
520| entity by this chapter do not inure to any transaction that is

521 otherwise taxable under this chapter when payment is made by a

522 representative or employee of the entity by any means,
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523 including, but not limited to, cash, check, or credit card, even
524| when that representative or employee is subsequently reimbursed
525| by the entity. In addition, exemptions provided to any entity by
526| this subsection do not inure to any transaction that is
527 otherwise taxable under this chapter unless the entity has
528 obtained a sales tax exemption certificate from the department
529| or the entity obtains or provides other documentation as
530 required by the department. Eligible purchases or leases made
531| with such a certificate must be in strict compliance with this
532 subsection and departmental rules, and any person who makes an
533| exempt purchase with a certificate that is not in strict
534 compliance with this subsection and the rules is liable for and
535 shall pay the tax. The department may adopt rules to administer
536| this subsection.
537 (aa) Certain commercial vehicles.—Also exempt is the sale,
538 lease, or rental of a qualified eemmereiadt motor vehicle as
539| defined in s. 207.002, when the following conditions are met:
540 1. The sale, lease, or rental occurs between two commonly
541 owned and controlled corporations;
542 2. Such vehicle was titled and registered in this state at
543 the time of the sale, lease, or rental; and
544 3. Florida sales tax was paid on the acquisition of such

545 vehicle by the seller, lessor, or renter.

546 Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 316.065, Florida
547 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

548 316.065 Crashes; reports; penalties.—

549 (1) The driver of a vehicle involved in a crash resulting

550 in injury to or death of any persons or damage to any vehicle or

551 other property in an apparent amount of at least $2,000 must
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$500-—shalt immediately by the quickest means of communication
give notice of the crash to the local police department, if such
crash occurs within a municipality; otherwise, to the office of
the county sheriff or the nearest office or station of the
Florida Highway Patrol. A violation of this subsection is a
noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a nonmoving
violation as provided in chapter 318.

Section 16. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
318.15, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

318.15 Failure to comply with civil penalty or to appear;
penalty.—

(1) (a) If a person fails to comply with the civil penalties
provided in s. 318.18 within the time period specified in s.
318.14(4), fails to enter into or comply with the terms of a
penalty payment plan with the clerk of the court in accordance
with ss. 318.14 and 28.246, fails to attend driver improvement
school, or fails to appear at a scheduled hearing, the clerk of
the court must notify the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles of such failure within 10 days after such failure. Upon
receipt of such notice, the department must immediately issue an
order suspending the driver license and privilege to drive of
such person effective 20 days after the date the order of
suspension is provided maited in accordance with s. 322.251(1),
(2), and (6). The order also must inform the person that he or
she may contact the clerk of the court to establish a payment
plan pursuant to s. 28.246(4) to make partial payments for
court-related fines, fees, service charges, and court costs. Any
such suspension of the driving privilege which has not been

reinstated, including a similar suspension imposed outside of
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this state, must remain on the records of the department for a
period of 7 years from the date imposed and must be removed from
the records after the expiration of 7 years from the date it is
imposed. The department may not accept the resubmission of such
suspension.

Section 17. Subsection (2) and paragraph (e) of subsection
(5) of section 320.02, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

320.02 Registration required; application for registration;
forms.—

(2) (a) The application for registration must include the
street address of the owner’s permanent Florida residence or the

address of his or her permanent place of business in this state

and be accompanied by personal or business identification

information. If the vehicle is registered to a servicemember, as

defined in s. 322.57(4) (a), of the United States Armed Forces

who is a Florida resident, the servicemember is not required to

provide the street address of a permanent Florida residence.

(b) An individual applicant must provide proof of address

satisfactory to the department and:

1. A valid REAL ID driver’s dxriwver license or

identification card issued by this state or another state; e¥

2. A valid, unexpired United States passport; or

3. A valid, unexpired passport issued by another country

and an unexpired Form I-94 issued by United States Customs and

Border Protection.

For purposes of this paragraph, the term “REAL ID driver'’s

license or identification card” has the same meaning as provided

in 6 C.F.R. s. 37.3.
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license period without having in full force liability insurance,
a surety bond, or a valid self-insurance certificate that
complies with this section. The insurer shall provide notice to
the department at the same time the cancellation notice is
provided to the insured pursuant to s. 627.7281. The department
may adopt rules regarding the electronic submission of the
cancellation notice.

Section 18. Subsection (2) of section 320.95, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

320.95 Transactions by electronic or telephonic means.—

(2) The department may collect e-mail eteetroniewmait

addresses and use e-mail eteetrentemait in lieu of the United

States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the

Section 19. Subsection (44) of section 322.01, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

322.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter:

(44) “Tank vehicle” means a vehicle £hat—4+s designed to

transport any ligquid or gaseous material within one or more

tanks that have an individual rated capacity that exceeds 119

gallons and an aggregate rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or more

and that are a—tank either permanently or temporarily attached

to the vehicle or chassis. A commercial motor vehicle

transporting an empty tank that is not designed for

transportation, but that is temporarily attached to a flatbed

trailer, is not a tank vehicle—3fsuech tank has o designed

O~
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Section 20. Subsection (10) of section 322.08, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:
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668 322.08 Application for license; requirements for license

069 and identification card forms.—

670 (10) The department may collect e-mail eleetroniemait

mat++ 1n lieu of the United

P

671 addresses and use e-malil eleetront

672 States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the

673| purpeose—eofprovi:
674 Section 21. Paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section

675 322.18, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

676 322.18 Original applications, licenses, and renewals;

677| expiration of licenses; delinquent licenses.—

678 (8) The department shall issue 8-year renewals using a

679| convenience service without reexamination to drivers who have
680 not attained 80 years of age. The department shall issue 6-year
681 renewals using a convenience service when the applicant has

682 satisfied the requirements of subsection (5).

683 (a) If the department determines from its records that the
684| holder of a license about to expire 1is eligible for renewal, the
685| department must shaid mail a renewal notice to the licensee at

686| his or her last known address or provide a renewal notice to the

687 licensee by e-mail notification, not less than 30 days before

688| prier—te the licensee’s birthday. The renewal notice must shaltd

689| direct the licensee to appear at a driver license office for in-
690| person renewal or to transmit the completed renewal notice and
691 the fees required by s. 322.21 to the department using a

692 convenience service.

693 Section 22. Subsection (4) of section 322.21, Florida

694 Statutes, is amended to read:

695 322.21 License fees; procedure for handling and collecting
696 fees.—
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697 (4) If the department determines from its records or is
698 otherwise satisfied that the holder of a license about to expire
699 is entitled to have it renewed, the department must shedd mail a
700| renewal notice to the licensee at his or her last known address

701| or provide a renewal notice to the licensee by e-mail

702 notification, within 30 days before the licensee’s birthday. The

703 licensee must shaldt be issued a renewal license, after

704 reexamination, if required, during the 30 days immediately

705| preceding his or her birthday upon presenting a renewal notice,
706 his or her current license, and the fee for renewal to the

707| department at any driver license examining office.

708 Section 23. Subsections (1), (2), (3), and (6) of section
709 322.251, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

710 322.251 Notice of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
711 disqualification of license.—

712 (1) All orders of cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
713 disqualification issued under £he—provisiens—ef this chapter,
714| chapter 318, chapter 324, or ss. 627.732-627.734 must shaltd be
715| given either by personal delivery thereof to the licensee whose

716 license 1is being canceled, suspended, revoked, or disqualified;
717| e by deposit in the United States mail in an envelope, first
718 class, postage prepaid, addressed to the licensee at his or her

719 last known mailing address furnished to the department; or by e-

720 mail notification authorized by the licensee. Such methods of

721 notification maidting by the department constitute notice

722 constitutesnotifieation, and any failure by the person to

723 receive the mailed order does wilt not affect or stay the

724 effective date or term of the cancellation, suspension,

725| revocation, or disqualification of the licensee’s driving
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726| privilege.
7277 (2) The giving of notice and an order of cancellation,
728 suspension, revocation, or disqualification by—mait is complete

729| upon expiration of 20 days after e-mail notification or, if

7301 mailed, 20 days after deposit in the United States mail for all

731 notices except those issued under chapter 324 or ss. 627.732-

732 627.734, which are complete 15 days after e-mail notification

733 or, if mailed, 15 days after deposit in the United States mail.

734| Proof of the giving of notice and an order of cancellation,

735 suspension, revocation, or disqualification in such either

736| manner must shadd be made by entry in the records of the

737 department that such notice was given. The entry is admissible
738 in the courts of this state and constitutes sufficient proof
739| that such notice was given.

740 (3) Whenever the driving privilege is suspended, revoked,

741 or disqualified under £he—previsiens—ef this chapter, the period

742 of such suspension, revocation, or disqualification must shatd

743 be indicated on the order of suspension, revocation, or

744 disqualification, and the department shall require the licensee
745| whose driving privilege is suspended, revoked, or disqualified
746 to surrender all licenses then held by him or her to the

747| department. However, if sheuwdd the person fails a3+ to

748 surrender such licenses, the suspension, revocation, or

749| disqualification period does shald not expire until a period
750 identical to the period for which the driving privilege was

751 suspended, revoked, or disqualified has expired after the date
752 of surrender of the licenses, or the date an affidavit swearing

753 such licenses are lost has been filed with the department. In

754 any instance where notice of the suspension, revocation, or
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disqualification order is given maited as provided herein, and
the license is not surrendered to the department, and such
license thereafter expires, the department may shai* not renew
that license until a period of time identical to the period of
such suspension, revocation, or disqualification imposed has
expired.

(6) Whenever a cancellation, suspension, revocation, or
disqualification occurs, the department shall enter the
cancellation, suspension, revocation, or disqualification order

on the licensee’s driver file 20 days after e-mail notification

or, if mailed, 20 days after the notice was actually placed in

the mail. Any inquiry into the file after the 20-day period must
shaltt reveal whether £hat the license is canceled, suspended,
revoked, or disqualified and whether the license has been
received by the department.

Section 24. Subsection (4) of section 322.2616, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

322.2616 Suspension of license; persons under 21 years of
age; right to review.—

(4) If the department finds that the license of the person
should be suspended under this section and if the notice of
suspension has not already been served upon the person by a law
enforcement officer or correctional officer as provided in
subsection (2), the department must shald issue a notice of
suspension and, unless the notice is provided maited under s.
322.251, a temporary driving permit that expires 10 days after
the date of issuance if the driver is otherwise eligible.

Section 25. Subsection (3) of section 322.64, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:
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322.64 Holder of commercial driver license; persons
operating a commercial motor vehicle; driving with unlawful
blood-alcohol level; refusal to submit to breath, urine, or
blood test.—

(3) If the department determines that the person arrested
should be disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle
pursuant to this section and if the notice of disqualification
has not already been served upon the person by a law enforcement
officer or correctional officer as provided in subsection (1),

the department must sheldt issue a notice of disqualification

and, unless the notice is provided maited pursuant to s.
322.251, a temporary permit which expires 10 days after the date
of issuance if the driver is otherwise eligible.

Section 26. Subsection (1) of section 324.091, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

324.091 Notice to department; notice to insurer.—

(1) Each owner and operator involved in a crash or
conviction case within the purview of this chapter shall furnish
evidence of automobile liability insurance or motor vehicle

liability insurance within 14 days after the date of providing

themailing—-of notice of crash by the department in the form and
manner as it may designate. Upon receipt of evidence that an
automobile liability policy or motor vehicle liability policy
was in effect at the time of the crash or conviction case, the
department shall forward to the insurer such information for
verification in a method as determined by the department. The
insurer shall respond to the department within 20 days after the
notice whether or not such information is wvalid. If the

department determines that an automobile liability policy or
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motor vehicle liability policy was not in effect and did not

provide coverage for both the owner and the operator, it must

shkatt take action as it is authorized to do under this chapter.

Section 27. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
324.171, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

324.171 Self-insurer.—

(1) Any person may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a
certificate of self-insurance from the department which may, in
its discretion and upon application of such a person, issue said
certificate of self-insurance when such person has satisfied the
requirements of this section to qualify as a self-insurer under
this section:

The owner of a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in

C

(c)
207-0802—-er s. 320.01, or a qualified motor vehicle, as

o
O e

defined in s. 207.002, may qualify as a self-insurer subject to

the standards provided for in subparagraph (b)2.
Section 28. Subsection (3) of section 328.30, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

328.30 Transactions by electronic or telephonic means.—

(3) The department may collect e-mail eteetronie mait

addresses and use e-mail eteetrente—mai+t in lieu of the United
States Postal Service as a method of notification fer—the
Section 29. Section 627.7415, Florida Statutes, 1s amended

to read:

627.7415 Commercial or qualified motor vehicles; additional

liability insurance coverage.—Commercial motor vehicles, as

defined in s+—26+662—-we+* s. 320.01, and qualified motor

vehicles, as defined in s. 207.002, operated upon the roads and
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842 highways of this state must shai+ be insured with the following
843| minimum levels of combined bodily liability insurance and
844| property damage liability insurance in addition to any other
845 insurance requirements:
846 (1) Fifty thousand dollars per occurrence for a commercial

847| motor vehicle or qualified motor vehicle with a gross vehicle

848 weight of 26,000 pounds or more, but less than 35,000 pounds.
849 (2) One hundred thousand dollars per occurrence for a

850 commercial motor vehicle or qualified motor vehicle with a gross

851 vehicle weight of 35,000 pounds or more, but less than 44,000
852| pounds.
853 (3) Three hundred thousand dollars per occurrence for a

854 commercial motor vehicle or qualified motor vehicle with a gross

855 vehicle weight of 44,000 pounds or more.

856 (4) All commercial motor vehicles and qualified motor

857 vehicles subject to regulations of the United States Department
858 of Transportation, 49 C.F.R. part 387, subparts A and B, and as
859| may be hereinafter amended, must shald be insured in an amount
860| equivalent to the minimum levels of financial responsibility as
861 set forth in such regulations.

862
863 A violation of this section is a noncriminal traffic infraction,

864| punishable as a nonmoving violation as provided in chapter 318.

865 Section 30. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
866 316.545, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:
867 316.545 Weight and load unlawful; special fuel and motor

868 fuel tax enforcement; inspection; penalty; review.—
869 (4)
870 (b) In addition to the penalty provided for in paragraph
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871 (a), the vehicle may be detained until the owner or operator of
872 the vehicle furnishes evidence that the vehicle has been
873| properly registered pursuant to s. 207.004. Any officer of the
874 Florida Highway Patrol or agent of the Department of
875| Transportation may issue a temporary fuel-use fwel—use permit
876 and collect the appropriate fee as provided for in s. 207.004(5)
877 s+—26+6044)>. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (6),
878 all permit fees collected pursuant to this paragraph shall be

879| transferred to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor

880| Vehicles to be allocated pursuant to s. 207.026.

881 Section 31. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
882 319.35, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

883 319.35 Unlawful acts in connection with motor wvehicle
884 odometer readings; penalties.—

885 (1)

886 (b) It is unlawful for any person to knowingly provide
887 false information on the odometer readings required pursuant to
888 ss. 319.23(3) and 320.02(2) (d) ss8+=330233—and320-022b).
889 Section 32. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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