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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 5003 (20206)

Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Bartleman offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Between lines 462 and 463, insert:

Section 4. Section 1011.687, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1011.687 FEducational scholarship programs; categorical

fund.—

(1) There is created a categorical fund for implementing

the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program pursuant to s.

1002.394. These funds shall be in the amount provided in the

General Appropriations Act and any additional funds transferred
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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 5003 (20206)

Amendment No.

from the educational enrollment stabilization program pursuant

to s. 1011.689.

(2) Educational scholarship funding categorical funds

shall be used to award scholarships as required in s. 1002.394

and in accordance with s. 1002.421. Funds shall be disbursed

from this fund based on the full-time equivalent scholarship

students forecasted or reported as participating in the program.

(3) A "full-time equivalent student" for a student

participating in a scholarship program under s. 1002.394 or s.

1002.395 means a student who receives all 10 scholarship

payments that are distributed on a monthly basis. A student who

receives fewer than 10 payments shall generate a fraction of

full-time equivalent student membership proportional to the

number of payments received.

(4) For the purposes of calculating a scholarship award

amount, a full-time equivalent student shall be based upon the

student's county of residence and equal to the calculation

provided under s. 1002.421(5) (a) .

(5) Contingent upon verification that the organization is

in compliance with this section and ss. 1002.421, 1002.394, and

1002.395, the department shall release funds from the

categorical fund on a quarterly basis to the organization. The

funds shall be held by the organization for deposit into the

students' accounts in accordance with the payment schedules and

may not include any funding for scholarship awards for any time
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 5003 (2020)
Amendment No.

preceding a student's verified eligibility for or acceptance of

a scholarship.

(a) The first quarter release payment to the organization

shall be based upon the amount of full-time equivalent students

forecasted as provided in the General Appropriations Act and in

an amount sufficient to make scholarship payments through the

third payment installment. The first quarter release payment

must be released no later than July 30.

(b) The second quarter release payment to the organization

shall be based upon the amount of full-time equivalent students

cross-checked by the department pursuant to s. 1002.421(3) and

in an amount sufficient to make scholarship payments through the

fifth payment installment. The second quarter release payment

must be released no later than November 1.

(c) The third guarter release payment to the organization

shall be based upon the amount of full-time equivalent students

cross-checked by the department pursuant to s. 1002.421(3) and

in an amount sufficient to make scholarship payments through the

eighth payment installment. The third quarter release payment

must be released no later than January 1.

(d) The fourth quarter release payment to the organization

shall be based upon the amount of full-time equivalent students

cross-checked by the department pursuant to s. 1002.421(3) and

in an amount sufficient to make scholarship payments through the
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tenth payment installment. The fourth quarter release payment

must be released no later than April 1.

(6) If the funds released to the organization are in

excess of the funds certified to the department by the

organization as the amount distributed for student scholarships

in accordance with scholarship program requirements, the

organization must send back to the department any overpayment

within 30 days of certification to the department. The

department may not adjust the amount of any overpayment in the

second, third, or fourth gquarter payment release and must

account for each payment back from the organization separately.

(7) The department shall have access to the organization's

data and records as necessary to conduct a reconciliation of

releases and overpayments to the organization.

TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove line 5 and insert:
providing an expiration date; creating s. 1011.687,
F.S.; creating a categorical fund for implementing the
Family Empowerment Scholarship Program; providing
requirements for the use and disbursement of funds;
defining the term "full-time equivalent student";
requiring the Department of Education to release funds

if certain criteria are met; providing requirements
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for the release of each payment; providing
requirements for excess funds; providing that the
department has access to certain records; amending s.

1011.62,
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