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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Department of Law Enforcement;
amending s. 112.195, F.S.; authorizing the Department
of Law Enforcement to adopt rules relating to the
Florida Medal of Valor and the Florida Blue/Red Heart
Medal; amending s. 406.02, F.S.; specifying the
circumstances under which an appointment or
reappointment to the Medical Examiners Commission is
considered in force; requiring the commission to
approve the appointment of district medical examiners
by a majority vote to fill vacancies; amending s.
406.06, F.S.; requiring the commission, rather than
the Governor, to appoint district medical examiners
for each medical examiner district; specifying that
upon approval by the commission, rather than by the
Governor, a physician member of the commission is
eligible to serve as a district medical examiner;
amending s. 624.34, F.S.; defining terms; requiring
the Department of Law Enforcement to accept and
process fingerprints taken of natural persons who are
control persons of a licensee or are applicants for
licensure; deleting provisions authorizing the
department to accept fingerprints of specified persons
or entities; requiring that a full set of fingerprints
of a certain natural person be submitted to the
Department of Financial Services or specified
authorized vendors, entities, or agencies; requiring
the forwarding of the fingerprints to specified

entities; authorizing the Department of Law
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Enforcement to exchange criminal history records with
the Department of Financial Services for a specified
purpose; requiring that the full set of fingerprints
be submitted in accordance with rules adopted by the
Department of Financial Services; providing duties and
responsibilities regarding the fingerprints and
fingerprinting; requiring the Department of Financial
Services to use certain criminal history records for
specified purposes; creating s. 624.341, F.S.;
defining terms; requiring the Department of Law
Enforcement to accept and process fingerprints taken
of natural persons who are control persons of a
licensee or are applicants for licensure; requiring
that a full set of fingerprints of a certain natural
person be submitted to the Office of Insurance
Regulation of the Financial Services Commission or
specified authorized vendors, entities, or agencies;
requiring the forwarding of the fingerprints to
specified entities; authorizing the department to
exchange criminal history records with the office for
a specified purpose; requiring that the full set of
fingerprints be submitted in accordance with rules
adopted by the Financial Services Commission;
providing duties and responsibilities regarding the
fingerprints and fingerprinting; requiring the office
to use certain criminal history records for specified
purposes; creating s. 943.0417, F.S.; requiring the
Florida Deputy Sheriffs Association, Inc., to continue

the statewide law enforcement grant program certified
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by the Department of Education for certain purposes;
creating s. 943.0536, F.S.; defining the terms
“immigration detainer” and “law enforcement agency”;
requiring the Department of Law Enforcement’s Criminal
Justice Information Program to collect, process,
store, maintain, and disseminate immigration detainer
information; requiring each law enforcement agency to
capture and electronically submit to the department
the fingerprints of certain qualifying offenders;
requiring the department to create certain records;
amending s. 943.0581, F.S.; authorizing the department
to adopt rules; requiring law enforcement agencies to
apply to the department for the administrative
expunction of specified nonjudicial records containing
immigration detainer information of minors and adults
made contrary to law or by mistake; authorizing
individuals to apply to the department for the
administrative expunction of such records; specifying
application requirements; amending s. 943.11, F.S.;
requiring the Criminal Justice Professionalism Program
to provide staff support to the Criminal Justice
Standards and Training Commission; requiring the
commission to act independently of any criminal
justice agency; amending s. 943.1395, F.S.; requiring
commission staff to provide service by certified mail
to certain certified officer’s or instructor’s last
known address of record and, if possible, by e-mail;
requiring commission staff to take specified action if

the person providing service does not provide
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commission staff with proof of service; amending ss.
943.1726, 943.17261, 943.1727, and 943.17299, F.S.;
requiring the commission, rather than the Department
of Law Enforcement, to establish or develop specified
training components or courses; providing effective

dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Effective upon becoming a law, subsection (4) is
added to section 112.195, Florida Statutes, to read:

112.195 Florida Medal of Valor and Florida Blue/Red Heart
Medal.—

(4) The Department of Law Enforcement may adopt rules to

implement this section.

Section 2. Subsections (2) and (4) of section 406.02,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

406.02 Medical Examiners Commission; membership; terms;
duties; staff.—

(2) The term of office of the physicians appointed to the
commission shall be 4 years. The term of office of the state
attorney, public defender, sheriff, and county commissioner each
shall be 4 years unless she or he leaves that office sooner, in
which case her or his appointment will terminate. The term of
office of the funeral director shall be 4 years. Upon the
expiration of the present terms of office, the Governor shall
appoint two members for terms of 4 years, two members for terms
of 3 years, two members for terms of 2 years, and one member for

a term of 1 year. An appointment to fill a wvacancy shall be for
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the unexpired portion of the term. An appointment or

reappointment is considered in force until the appointee

resigns, the appointee is no longer qualified for the position,

or the Governor appoints a new member.

(4) The Medical Examiners Commission shall:
(a) Initiate cooperative policies with any agency of the
state or political subdivision thereof.

(b) Approve the appointment of district medical examiners

by a majority vote to fill vacancies.

(c) Remove or suspend district medical examiners pursuant
to this act and have the authority to investigate violations of
this act.

(d) ey Oversee the distribution of state funds for the
medical examiner districts and may make such agreements and
contracts, subject to approval of the executive director of the
Department of Law Enforcement, as may be necessary to effect the
provisions of this chapter.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 406.06, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

406.06 District medical examiners; associates; suspension
of medical examiners.—

(1) (a) A—districtmediecal examiner shall be appointed—by

The Medical Examiners Commission shall appoint a district

medical examiner, who must be a practicing physician in

pathology, Gevermor for each medical examiner district £frem

Coxzornaay Iy + 1
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Y
ExaminersCommission. The term of office of each district

medical examiner shall be 3 years. An appointment to fill a
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vacancy shall be for the unexpired portion of the term.
(b) A physician member of the Medical Examiners Commission
is shatd—be eligible to serve as a district medical examiner

upon approval by the Medical Examiners Commission Gevernor.

Section 4. Effective upon becoming a law, section 624.34,
Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

624.34 Authority of Department of Law Enforcement to accept
fingerprints of, and exchange criminal history records with
respect to, certain persons.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Adjuster” means a public adjuster as defined in s.

626.854 or an all-lines adjuster as defined in s. 626.8548.

(b) “Agent” means a general lines agent as defined in s.

626.015, a life agent as defined in s. 626.015, a health agent

as defined in s. 626.015, a surplus lines agent as defined in s.

626.914, a professional bail bond agent as defined in s. 648.25,

a limited surety agent as defined in s. 648.25, a limited lines

agent, a legal expense insurance sales representative who must

meet the requirements of s. 642.034, or a title insurance agent

as defined in s. 626.841. The term includes a producer but does

not include a customer representative, limited customer

representative, or service representative.

(c) “Applicant for licensure” means a person who has

applied to the department for a license.

”

(d) “Control person,” with respect to a licensee or an

applicant for licensure, means any of the following:

1. A person who holds the title of owner, partner,

director, president, senior vice president, treasurer, or

limited liability company member.
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2. A person who holds any of the officer, general partner,

manager, oOr managing member positions named in the governing

documents. As used in this subparagraph, the term “governing

documents” includes bylaws, articles of incorporation or

organization, partnership agreements, shareholder agreements,

and management or operating agreements.

3. A director on the board of directors.

4. A shareholder in whose name shares are registered in the

records of a corporation for profit, whether incorporated under

the laws of this state or organized under the laws of any other

jurisdiction and existing in that legal form, who directly or

indirectly has the power to vote 10 percent or more of a class

of voting securities, or to sell or direct the sale of 10

percent or more of a class of voting securities. As used in this

subparagraph, the term “shareholder” means a person who owns at

least one share of a corporation and whose ownership is

reflected in the records of the corporation.

(e) “License” means a license issued by the Department of

Financial Services to an agent, an insurance agency as defined

in s. 626.015, a title insurance agency as defined in s.

626.841, an adjuster, an adjusting firm as defined in s.

626.8695, a customer representative as defined in s. 626.015, a

service representative as defined in s. 626.015, or a navigator

as defined in s. 626.9951.

(f) “Licensee” means a person who has a license.

(g) "“Limited lines agent” means an agent whose license is

issued pursuant to s. 626.321.

(h) “Person” has the same meaning as in s. 1.01.

(i) “Producer” means a person required to be licensed under
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federal fingerprint processing must be borne by the person

submitting them. The state cost for fingerprint processing is as

provided in s. 943.053(3) (e).

(4) 43> The Department of Law Enforcement may, to the extent

authorized preovided—For by federal law, exchange state, national
matteistate, and federal criminal history records with the

Department of Financial Services department—er—eoffiece for the

purpose of the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation of a

ESSE A S NN
C I T CTTT

£
-

eexr e—o teatien—eor license to operate
in this state.

(5) The full set of fingerprints for each individual

described in subsection (2) must be submitted in accordance with

rules adopted by the Department of Financial Services.

(a) Fingerprints may be submitted through a third-party

vendor authorized by the Department of Law Enforcement.

(b) The Department of Law Enforcement shall conduct a state

criminal history background check, and a federal criminal

history background check must be conducted through the Federal

Bureau of Investigation.

(c) The Department of Financial Services shall review the

results of the state and federal criminal history background

checks and determine whether the applicant for licensure or

licensee meets the requirements for a license to operate in this

state.
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(6)

statewide criminal records obtained through the Department of

The Department of Financial Services shall use the

Law Enforcement, the federal criminal records obtained through
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the local criminal
records obtained through local law enforcement agencies shatdl—be

wsed—lby—the department—and—-offiee for the purpose of issuance,

denial,

suspension, or revocation of eertifieates

P R L,
C LT T T T I Ul oy

licenses issued to operate in this state.

section 624.341,

ooy 1
A g - A=

Section 5. Effective upon becoming a law,
Florida Statutes, 1is created to read:

624.341 Authority of Department of Law Enforcement to

accept fingerprints of, and exchange criminal history records

with respect to, certain persons applying to the Office of

Insurance Regulation.—
(1)
(a)
applied to the office for a license.
(b)

applicant for licensure,

As used in this section, the term:

“Applicant for licensure” means a person who has

7

“Control person,” with respect to a licensee or an

means key managerial personnel with

authority over the financial and operational decisions of the

entities licensed, certified, registered, or holding a
certificate of authority under the Florida Insurance Code, and
includes any of the following as required by the office:

1. Incorporators, stockholders, officers, directors, and
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attorneys in fact captured under s. 624.404(3) (c), s.
628.071(1) (¢), s. 629.091(2), s. 632.638(3), or s. 641.22(06) (c) .

2. Trustees, officers, directors, and individuals

responsible for the management of and conduct of the management

of a multiple-employer welfare arrangement under s. 624.439(2).

3. Individuals employed or retained by an administrator who

are responsible for the conduct of the affairs of an

administrator, including all members of the board of directors,

board of trustees, executive committee, or other governing board

or committee, and the principal officers in the case of a

corporation or the partners or members in the case of a

partnership or an association of an administrator under s.
626.8805.

4. Individuals responsible for the affairs of a viatical

settlement provider, members of the board of directors, board of

trustees, executive committee, or other governing board or

committee, and any person or entity owning or having the right

to acquire 10 percent or more of the voting securities of a

viatical settlement provider under s. 626.9912.

5. Management of a premium finance company under ss.

627.829 (1) and 627.832(1) (g) and (j).

6. Directors, officers, trustees, and other individuals

performing duties similar to those of a director, an officer or

a trustee of a corporation, an association, or a trust under s.
628.461 (3) (a) .

7. Directors, officers, and trustees if a corporation, and

partners, owners, managers, joint venturers, and others

performing functions similar to those of a director, an officer,

or a trustee, if not a corporation, of a specialty insurer under
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s. 628.4615(5) (a)7.

8. Managers of a motor vehicle service agreement company

under s. 634.041(2), a home warranty association under s.

634.304 (2), or a service warranty association under s.
634.404 (2) .

9. Members of the board of directors, board of trustees,

executive committee, or other governing board or committee, the

officers, contracted management company personnel, and any

person or entity owning or having the right to acquire 10

percent or more of the voting securities of a prepaid limit

health service organization under s. 636.008 or a discount plan

organization under s. 636.204(2) (c).

10. Persons responsible for the conduct of the affairs of a

prepaid health clinic under s. 641.405(2) (c), including all

members of the governing body, the officers and directors in the

case of a corporation, and the partners or associates in the

case of a partnership or an association.

11. Individuals who are directors and officers, and each

shareholder who owns or controls 10 percent or more of the

shares of the corporation, of a legal expense insurance business
under ss. 642.021 and 642.032.

12. Members, shareholders, and persons in charge of

providing care under a certificate of authority subject to s.
©51.022 (2) (c) .

(c) “License” means a certificate of authority,

certification, registration, or license issued by the office.

(d) “Licensee” means a person who has a license.

(e) “Person” has the same meaning as in s. 1.01.

(2) The Department of Law Enforcement shall accept and

Page 12 of 20
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377

CS for SB 524 First Engrossed

2026524el

process fingerprints taken of an individual who is a licensee,

an applicant for licensure, or a control person of a licensee or

an applicant for licensure.

(3) A full set of fingerprints of an individual described

in subsection (2) must be submitted to the office or to a

vendor, an entity, or an agency authorized under s. 943.053(13).

The office, vendor, entity, or agency shall forward the

fingerprints to the Department of Law Enforcement for state

processing, and the Department of Law Enforcement shall forward

the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for

national processing pursuant to s. 624.34(5). Fees for state and

federal fingerprint processing must be borne by the person

submitting them. The state cost for fingerprint processing is as
provided in s. 943.053(3) (e).

(4) The Department of Law Enforcement may, to the extent

authorized by federal law, exchange state, national, and federal

criminal history records with the office for the purpose of the

issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation of a certificate of

authority, certification, registration, or license to operate in

this state.

(5) The full set of fingerprints for each individual

described in subsection (2) must be submitted in accordance with

rules adopted by the commission.

(a) Fingerprints may be submitted through a third-party

vendor authorized by the Department of Law Enforcement.

(b) The Department of Law Enforcement shall conduct a state

criminal history background check, and a federal criminal

history background check shall be conducted through the Federal

Bureau of Investigation.
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(c) The office shall review the results of the state and

federal criminal history background checks and determine whether

the applicant for licensure or licensee meets the requirements

for a license to operate in this state.

(6) The office shall use the statewide criminal records

obtained through the Department of Law Enforcement, the federal

criminal records obtained through the Federal Bureau of

Investigation, and the local criminal records obtained through

local law enforcement agencies for the purpose of issuance,

denial, suspension, or revocation of certificates of authority,

certifications, registrations, or licenses required to operate

in this state.

Section 6. Section 943.0417, Florida Statutes, 1is created

to read:

943.0417 Statewide law enforcement apprenticeship program.—

The Florida Deputy Sheriffs Association, Inc., shall continue

the statewide law enforcement grant program certified by the

Department of Education to recruit, select, train, certify, and

retain deputy sheriff candidates who lack the funds to attend a

certified law enforcement academy within this state. The grants

must be awarded to local law enforcement agencies, with priority

given for fiscally constrained counties. The association may

coordinate with the department to implement the program.

Section 7. Section 943.0536, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

943.0536 TImmigration detainer information; collection and

storage; fingerprinting.—

(1) As used in this section, the terms “immigration

detainer” and “law enforcement agency” have the same meaning as
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in s. 908.102.

(2) The department’s Criminal Justice Information Program,

acting as this state’s central criminal justice information

repository, shall collect, process, store, maintain, and

disseminate immigration detainer information.

(3) (a) Each law enforcement agency shall capture and

electronically submit to the department, in the manner

prescribed by rule, the fingerprints of a qualifying offender as

defined in s. 943.325 who is in its custody and subject to an

immigration detainer.

(b) Upon receipt of the fingerprints required to be

submitted pursuant to paragraph (a), the department shall create

a record containing the qualifying offender’s immigration

detainer information.

Section 8. Section 943.0581, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:
943.0581 Administrative expunction for arrests or

immigration detainer records made contrary to law or by

mistake.—

(1) Notwithstanding any law dealing generally with the
preservation and destruction of public records, the department
may adopt a rule pursuant to chapter 120 for the administrative
expunction of any nonjudicial record of an arrest or record

containing immigration detainer information described in s.

943.0536 of a minor or an adult made contrary to law or by
mistake.

(2) A law enforcement agency shall apply to the department
in the manner prescribed by rule for the administrative

expunction of any nonjudicial record of any arrest or record
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containing immigration detainer information described in s.

943.0536 of a minor or an adult who is subsequently determined
by the agency, at its discretion, or by the final order of a
court of competent jurisdiction, to have been arrested or
detained contrary to law or by mistake.

(3) An adult or, in the case of a minor child, the parent
or legal guardian of the minor child, may apply to the
department in the manner prescribed by rule for the
administrative expunction of any nonjudicial record of an arrest

or record containing immigration detainer information described

in s. 943.0536 alleged to have been made contrary to law or by

mistake, provided that the application is supported by the

endorsement of the head of the arresting or detaining agency or

his or her designee or the state attorney of the judicial

circuit in which the arrest or detainment occurred or his or her

designee.

(4) An application for administrative expunction shall
include the date and time of the arrest, the name of the person
arrested, the offender-based tracking system (OBTS) number, and
the crime or crimes charged. The application shall be on the
submitting agency’s letterhead and shall be signed by the head
of the submitting agency or his or her designee.

(5) If the person was arrested on a warrant, capias, or
pickup order, a request for an administrative expunction may be
made by the sheriff of the county in which the warrant, capias,
or pickup order was issued or his or her designee or by the
state attorney of the judicial circuit in which the warrant,
capias, or pickup order was issued or his or her designee.

(6) An application for an administrative expunction of a
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465 record containing immigration detainer information as described

466 in s. 943.0536 must include the date and time the person was

467 detained, the person’s name, the OBTS number, and information

468| relating to the immigration detainer. The application must be on

469| the submitting agency’s letterhead and must be signed by the

470 head of the submitting agency or his or her designee.

471 (7) An application or endorsement under this section is not
472 admissible as evidence in any judicial or administrative
473| proceeding and may not be construed in any way as an admission

474| of liability in connection with an arrest or detention.

475 Section 9. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section

476 943.11, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

477 943.11 Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission;
478| membership; meetings; compensation.—

479 (1) (a) There is created a Criminal Justice Standards and
480 Training Commission within the Department of Law Enforcement.

481 The Criminal Justice Professionalism Program shall provide staff

482 support to the commission as authorized in s. 943.09; however,

483 the commission must act independently of any criminal justice

484 agency. The commission shall be composed of 19 members,

485 consisting of the Secretary of Corrections or a designated

486| assistant; the Attorney General or a designee; the Director of
487 the Division of the Florida Highway Patrol; and 16 members

488 appointed by the Governor, consisting of 3 sheriffs; 3 chiefs of
489| police; 5 law enforcement officers who are of the rank of

490 sergeant or below within the employing agency; 2 correctional
491 officers, 1 of whom is an administrator of a state correctional

492 institution and 1 of whom is of the rank of sergeant or below

493| within the employing agency; 1 training center director; 1
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person who is in charge of a county correctional institution;
and 1 resident of the state who falls into none of the foregoing
classifications. Prior to the appointment, the sheriff, chief of
police, law enforcement officer, and correctional officer
members must have had at least 4 years’ experience as law
enforcement officers or correctional officers.

Section 10. Present subsection (10) of section 943.1395,
Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (11), and a new
subsection (10) is added to that section, to read:

943.1395 Certification for employment or appointment;
concurrent certification; reemployment or reappointment;
inactive status; revocation; suspension; investigation.—

(10) Notwithstanding s. 120.60(5), when an administrative

complaint is served on a certified law enforcement officer, a

correctional officer, a correctional probation officer, or an

instructor, commission staff shall provide service by certified

mail to the certified officer’s or instructor’s last known

address of record and, if possible, by e-mail. If the person

providing service does not provide commission staff with proof

of service, commission staff must call the last known telephone

number of record and cause a short, plain notice to the

certified officer or instructor to be posted on the front page

of the commission’s website.

Section 11. Section 943.1726, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

943.1726 Continued employment training relating to diabetic
emergencies.—The commission department shall establish an online

continued employment training component relating to diabetic

emergencies. The training component shall include, but need not

Page 18 of 20

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




CS for SB 524 First Engrossed

2026524el

523| be limited to, instruction on the recognition of symptoms of

524 such an emergency, distinguishing such an emergency from alcohol
525 intoxication or drug overdose, and appropriate first aid for

526| such an emergency. Completion of the training component may

527| count toward the 40 hours of instruction for continued

528| employment or appointment as a law enforcement officer required
529| under s. 943.135.

530 Section 12. Section 943.17261, Florida Statutes, is amended
531 to read:
532 943.17261 Department—oftaw Enferecements Training related

533| to medical use of marijuana.—The commission bepartment—of—Law
534| Enfereement shall develop a 4-hour online initial training

535 course, and a 2-hour online continuing education course, which
536 shall be made available for use by all law enforcement agencies
537 in this state. Such training shall cover the legal parameters of
538| marijuana-related activities governed by ss. 381.986 and 381.988
539| relating to criminal laws governing marijuana.

540 Section 13. Section 943.1727, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
541 to read:

542 943.1727 Continued employment training relating to autism
543 spectrum disorder.—The commission department shall establish a

544 continued employment training component relating to autism

545 spectrum disorder as defined in s. 627.6686. The training

546 component shall include, but need not be limited to, instruction
547 on the recognition of the symptoms and characteristics of an

548 individual on the autism disorder spectrum and appropriate

549 responses to an individual exhibiting such symptoms and

550 characteristics. Completion of the training component may count

551 toward the 40 hours of instruction for continued employment or
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552 appointment as a law enforcement officer required under s.

553 943.135.

554 Section 14. Section 943.17299, Florida Statutes, is amended
555 to read:

556 943.17299 Continued employment training relating to

557| Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of dementia.—The

558 commission department shall establish an online, continued

559| employment training component relating to Alzheimer’s disease
560| and related forms of dementia. The training component must be
561| developed in consultation with the Department of Elder Affairs
562 and must include, but need not be limited to, instruction on
563 interacting with persons with Alzheimer’s disease or a related
564 form of dementia, including instruction on techniques for

565 recognizing behavioral symptoms and characteristics, effective
566 communication, employing the use of alternatives to physical
567 restraints, and identifying signs of abuse, neglect, or

568| exploitation. Completion of the training component may count
569| toward the 40 hours of instruction for continued employment or
570 appointment as a law enforcement officer, correctional officer,
571 or correctional probation officer required under s. 943.135.
572 Section 15. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
573| act and except for this section, which shall take effect upon
574 this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect July 1,

575 2026.
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