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HB 789

A bill to be entitled

193.1145, 193.1554, 193.1555, 195.052,

school district ad wvalorem tax levies;

and 1011.69, F.S.; removing references

school district ad wvalorem tax levies;

taxes collected upon reconciliation of

and 1011.19, F.S.; removing references
school district ad valorem tax levies;
192.0105, 193.1142, 197.363, 197.3632,
218.63, 373.536, 402.22, 1002.37, 1002.
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An act relating to ad valorem tax levies; providing a
short title; amending ss. 125.01, 159.16, 163.3182,
190.021, 191.009, 192.001, 192.091, 192.102, 193.114,

200.001, 200.011, 200.065, 200.069, 200.071, and

200.091, F.S.; removing references to county and

218.67, F.S., removing references to county ad valorem
tax levies; amending ss. 259.042, 985.6865, 1001.42,
1002.32, 1002.33, 1011.01, 1011.02, 1011.03, 1011l.62,

1011.71, F.S., relating to district school tax;
repealing s. 1011.715, F.S., relating to resolution
regarding school capital outlay surcharge; repealing
s. 1011.72, F.S., relating to levy based on interim

assessment roll; reimbursement to state for additional

s. 1011.73, F.S., relating to district millage
elections; amending ss. 1013.15, 1013.62, 1013.736,

E S ENTATI V E S

2026

196.031,

amending s.

to county and

repealing s.

roll; repealing

to county and
amending ss.
212.055,

394, 1002.45,
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26 1003.4203, 1003.4935, 1006.12, 1010.20, 1011.15,
27 1011.18, 1012.22, 1013.64, 1013.738, and 1013.75 F.S.;
28 conforming cross-references; providing a contingent
29 effective date.

30
31| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
32
33 Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Freedom 2 - The

34 School and Non-school Ad Valorem Elimination Act."

35 Section 2. Paragraph (r) of subsection (1) of section

36 125.01, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

37 125.01 Powers and duties.—

38 (1) The legislative and governing body of a county shall

39 have the power to carry on county government. To the extent not
40 inconsistent with general or special law, this power includes,

41 but is not restricted to, the power to:

42 (r) Levy and collect taxes+—both—for—ecounty purposes—and
43 for the providing of municipal services within any municipal

44 service taxing unit+ and special assessments; borrow and expend
45 money; and issue bonds, revenue certificates, and other

46 obligations of indebtedness, which power shall be exercised in
47 such manner, and subject to such limitations, as may be provided
48| by general law. There shall be no referendum required for the

49 levy by a county of ad valorem taxes+—both—for—county purposes

50| =md for the providing of municipal services within any municipal
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51 service taxing unit.

52 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a county
53| may not levy special assessments on lands classified as

54 agricultural lands under s. 193.461 unless the revenue from such
55 assessments has been pledged for debt service and is necessary
56| to meet obligations of bonds or certificates issued by the

57| county which remain outstanding on July 1, 2023, including

58 refundings thereof for debt service savings where the maturity
59| of the debt is not extended. For bonds or certificates issued
60 after July 1, 2023, special assessments securing such bonds may
61 not be levied on lands classified as agricultural under s.

62 193.461.

63 2. The provisions of subparagraph 1. do not apply to

64 residential structures and their curtilage.

65 Section 3. Section 159.16, Florida Statutes, is amended to
66| read:

67 159.16 Additional pledge of faith and credit.—

68 (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part, any

69| eeumty—o¥ municipality issuing revenue bonds hereunder for any
70 of the purposes provided in this part, shall have power to

71| pledge the full faith and credit and ad valorem taxing power of
72 such eeunty—-o+* municipality for the payment of the principal of
73 or interest on such revenue bonds if the issuance of such

74 revenue bonds with such additional pledge shall have approval by

75| the qualified electors who are freeholders residing in such
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76| eewmty—eor municipality in an election called, conducted and held
77| in the manner provided in the constitution and statutes of

78 Florida for the holding of freeholder elections.

79 (2) In the event such additional pledge is made the eeunty
80| e= municipality shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes

81| without limit as to rate or amount for the payment of the

82| principal of and interest on such revenue bonds, and the

83 issuance of such revenue bonds with such additional pledge of

84 the faith and credit of such eewunty—e¥ municipality shall not be
85 subject to any debt limitation contained in any other law,

86| general, special or local.

87 Section 4. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section

88 163.3182, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

89 163.3182 Transportation deficiencies.—
90 (1) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section, the term:
91 (i) "Taxing authority" means a public body that levies or

92 is authorized to levy an ad valorem tax on real property located

93| within a transportation deficiency area;—exeept—a—schoot

94| distriet.

95 Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 190.021, Florida
96 Statutes, is amended to read:

97 190.021 Taxes; non-ad valorem assessments.—

98 (1) AD VALOREM TAXES.—An elected board shall have the
99| power to levy and assess an ad valorem tax on all the taxable

100| property in the district to construct, operate, and maintain
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101 assessable improvements; to pay the principal of, and interest
102| on, any general obligation bonds of the district; and to provide
103| for any sinking or other funds established in connection with
104 any such bonds. An ad valorem tax levied by the board for

105| operating purposes, exclusive of debt service on bonds, shall
106| not exceed 3 mills, except that a district authorized by a local
107| general-purpose government to exercise one or more pPOwers

108 specified in s. 190.012(2) may levy an additional 2 mills for
109| operating purposes, exclusive of debt service on bonds. The ad
110| wvalorem tax provided for herein shall be in addition to eeurnty
111 aad all other ad valorem taxes provided for by law. Such tax

112 shall be assessed, levied, and collected in the same manner and

113 same time as other ad valorem eeunty taxes. The levy of ad

114 valorem taxes shall be approved by referendum when required by
115| the State Constitution.

116 Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 191.009, Florida

117 Statutes, is amended to read:

118 191.009 Taxes; non-ad valorem assessments; impact fees and
119 user charges.—

120 (1) AD VALOREM TAXES.—An elected board may levy and assess
121 ad valorem taxes on all taxable property in the district to

122 construct, operate, and maintain district facilities and

123 services, to pay the principal of, and interest on, general

124 obligation bonds of the district, and to provide for any sinking

125 or other funds established in connection with such bonds. An ad
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valorem tax levied by the board for operating purposes,
exclusive of debt service on bonds, may not exceed 3.75 mills
unless a higher amount has been previously authorized by law,
subject to a referendum as required by the State Constitution
and this act. The ballot question on such referendum shall state
the currently authorized millage rate and the year of its
approval by referendum. The levy of ad valorem taxes pursuant to
this section must be approved by referendum called by the board
when the proposed levy of ad valorem taxes exceeds the amount
authorized by prior special act, general law of local
application, or county ordinance approved by referendum. Nothing
in this act shall require a referendum on the levy of ad valorem
taxes in an amount previously authorized by special act, general
law of local application, or county ordinance approved by
referendum. Such tax shall be assessed, levied, and collected in

the same manner as other ad valorem eeunty taxes. The levy of ad

valorem taxes approved by referendum shall be reported within 60
days after the vote to the Department of Commerce.

Section 7. Subsection (4) of section 192.001, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

192.001 Definitions.—All definitions set out in chapters 1
and 200 that are applicable to this chapter are included herein.
In addition, the following definitions shall apply in the
imposition of ad valorem taxes:

(4) "County tax collector" means the county officer
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151| charged with the collection of ad valorem taxes levied by ke

152 courty—thesehoolboards; any special taxing districts within
153| the county+ and all municipalities within the county.

154 Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and subsections
155 (2) and (4) of section 192.091, Florida Statutes, are amended to
156| read:

157 192.091 Commissions of property appraisers and tax

158 collectors.—

159 (1) (a) The budget of the property appraiser's office, as
160 approved by the Department of Revenue, shall be the basis upon

161| which the sewverat tax authorities efeach ecounty—exeept

162 manteipatities—and—thedistricet—sechoot—boards shall be billed by

163| the property appraiser for services rendered. Each such taxing
164 authority shall be billed an amount that bears the same
165| proportion to the total amount of the budget as its share of ad

166| wvalorem taxes bore to the total levied for the preceding year.

167 211 mitrma ~a e~ ] A o~ | Aq ot v~ o o o ~11 I~ Ao Aaradl oo
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168 + o 1 xza A Iz + 1 ~ Ntz £y g o £ +h 2o SN~ o n
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169 (2) The tax collectors of the several counties of the

170 state shall be entitled to receive, upon the amount of all real

171 and tangible personal property taxes and special assessments

172 collected and remitted—the—following—commissionsst

173 2 on—the—county—to3e
174 | TAanrn v~ A+ n+h fF1ra+r 10N ANN .
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taxes—and—the commissions for collecting all other district

taxes, whether special or not, shall be audited and paid by the
governing board or commission having charge of the financial
obligations of such district. All commissions for collecting
special tax district taxes shall be paid at the time and in the
manner now,

or as may hereafter be, provided for the payment of

the commissions for the collection of county taxes. All amounts
paid as compensation to any tax collector under the provisions
of this or any other law shall be a part of the general income
or compensation of such officer for the year in which received,
and nothing contained in this section shall be held or construed
to affect or increase the maximum salary as now provided by law
for any such officer.

Section 9. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 192.102,
Florida Statutes,

192.102

are amended to read:
Payment of property appraisers' and collectors'
commissions.—

(1) Each taxing authority and the board of county
commissioners ane—secheool—board—oef—each—eounty shall advance and

at the

pay to the county tax collector of each swek county,

first meeting of such board each month from October through July
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226| of each year, on demand of the county tax collector, an amount
227 equal to one-twelfth of the commissions on the eeunty taxes

228 levied on the county tax roll for such authority during the

229| preceding year and one-twelfth of the commissions on county
230 occupational and beverage licenses paid to the tax collector in
231| the preceding fiscal year. To demand the first advance under
232| this section, each tax collector shall submit to the taxing

233 authority or board of county commissioners a statement showing

234 the calculation of the commissions on which the amount of each
235| advance is to be based.

2306 (2) On or before November 1 of each year, each tax

237 collector who has received advances under the provisions of this

238 section shall make an accounting to the taxing authority and the

239| board of county commissioners and—the—seheool—beoard, and any
240 adjustments necessary shall be made so that the total advances

241 and commissions paid by the taxing authority and board of county

242 commissioners and the school board shall be the amount of
243 commissions earned. At no time within the year shall there be

244| paid by the taxing authority and board of county commissioners

245 ard—the—sehoeotl—board more than the total advances due to that

246 date or the commissions earned to that date, whichever is the
2477| greater. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to abrogate
248 any law providing a salary for the tax collector or require the
249 tax collector to accept the benefits of this section.

250 Section 10. Paragraphs (g) through (w) of subsection (2)

Page 10 of 135

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb789-00



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 789 2026

251 of section 193.114, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
252| paragraphs (e) through (u), respectively, and present paragraphs
253 (b) through (f) of subsection (2) and paragraph (f) of

254 subsection (3) of that section are amended, to read:

255 193.114 Preparation of assessment rolls.—

256 (2) The real property assessment roll shall include:
257 (b) The sehool—distriet assessed value.

258 {er—The rnonschool district assessed—ratye

259 (c)4e- The difference between just value and seheot

260 istrictand nonschooldistriet assessed value for each

261 statutory provision resulting in such difference.

262 (d)4e) The seheot taxable value.

263 H—Thernonschool—taxable—aluges

264 (3) The tangible personal property roll shall include:
265 (f) The difference between just value and seheool—distriet

266 and—reonschoot—distriet assessed value for each statutory

267| provision resulting in such difference.

268 Section 11. Subsection (11l) of section 193.1145, Florida
269 Statutes, is amended to read:

270 193.1145 1Interim assessment rolls.—

271 (11) A recomputation of millage rates under this section

272 shall not reduce or increase the total of all revenues available

273 from state or local sources fe—a——sehooldistriet—eo¥r to a unit of
274 local government as defined in part II of chapter 218.

275| Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7), the
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276| provisional millage rates levied by a multicounty taxing

277 authority against an interim roll shall not be recomputed, but
278 shall be considered the official or final tax rate for the year
279 in question; and the interim roll shall be considered the final
280 roll for each such taxing authority. Notwithstanding the

281| provisions of subsection (7), millage rates adopted by vote of
282 the electors pursuant to s. 9(b) or s. 12, Art. VII of the State
283 Constitution shall not be recomputed.

284 Section 12. Subsection (2) of section 193.1554, Florida
285 Statutes, is amended to read:

286 193.1554 Assessment of nonhomestead residential property.—

h
T

+
OO C

)

g3 ot o
|\ 35 S g e

H-

)

287 (2) For all levies—ether—+than——=s levies,
288 nonhomestead residential property shall be assessed at just
289| wvalue as of January 1 of the year that the property becomes
290 eligible for assessment pursuant to this section.

291 Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 193.1555, Florida
292 Statutes, is amended to read:

293 193.1555 Assessment of certain residential and

294 nonresidential real property.—

295 (2) For all levies ether—than—sechool—distriet—Tevies,

296| nonresidential real property and residential real property that
297 is not assessed under s. 193.155 or s. 193.1554 shall be

298 assessed at just value as of January 1 of the year that the

299| property becomes eligible for assessment pursuant to this

300 section.
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301 Section 14. Section 195.052, Florida Statutes, is amended
302 to read:

303 195.052 Research and tabulation of data.—The department
304 shall conduct constant research and maintain accurate

305| tabulations of data and conditions existing as to ad valorem
306| taxation, shall annually publish such data as may be appropriate
307| to facilitate fiscal policymaking, and shall annually make such
308 recommendations to the Legislature as are necessary to ensure
309| that property is wvalued according to its just value and is

310l equitably taxed throughout the state. Such data shall include
311 the annual percentage increase in total nonvoted ad valorem

312 taxes levied by each taxing authority eity—and—eounty and shall

313 include information on the distribution of ad valorem taxes

314 levied among the various classifications of property, including
315 homestead, nonhomestead residential, new construction,

316 commercial, and industrial properties. Such data shall include
317 the previous year's adopted millage rate, the current year's

318| millage rate, and the current percentage increase in taxes

319 levied above the rolled-back rate. Such data shall be published,
320 at a minimum, on the department's website and on the websites of
321 all property appraisers of this state, if available. Publication
322 shall occur not later than 90 days after receipt of extended

323 rolls for all counties pursuant to s. 193.122(7).

324 Section 15. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section

325 196.031, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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326 196.031 Exemption of homesteads.—
327 (1)
328 (b) Every person who qualifies to receive the exemption

329| provided in paragraph (a) is entitled to an additional exemption
330 of up to $25,000 on the assessed valuation greater than $50,000

Iz

331 for all levies ether—+than sechooldistriet—Jdevwies. The 525,000

332| wvalue of the additional exemption provided in this paragraph
333 shall be adjusted annually on January 1 of each year for

334 inflation using the percentage change in the Consumer Price

335 Index for All Urban Consumers, U.S. City Average, all items

336 1967=100, or successor reports for the preceding calendar year
337 as initially reported by the United States Department of Labor,
338 Bureau of Labor Statistics, if such percent change is positive.
339 Section 16. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 200.001,
340 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

341 200.001 Millages; definitions and general provisions.—
342 (1) County millages shall be composed of two feur

343 categories of millage rates, as follows:

344 () Coananyro oantinmtsz e 17 o whtoh ah 71 =N +hat Az~ A
\u, |\ A N i B P iy @ R \.z\JL«lllL__Y lll_L_L_Lu\jC, WITITCOTTT [ W Iy & R S T CTIITTaCT TToOTTvoOTCTTXE
345 mal 1 e rat+ acnt sz + 1 aovzoarni e Iha s £ + 1 PSS EE-E R ¥
J.ll._L_L_LQL\jC LT CTT [y LJ_Y T \j\JVC.Lll_Lll\j LJ\J\J._Y O T \.z\JL«llll__y .
346 (a) by County debt service millage, which shall be that

347| millage rate necessary to raise taxes for debt service as
348 authorized by a vote of the electors pursuant to s. 12, Art. VII
349| of the State Constitution.

350 () OCtamtsz szt~ 0 T 7 o~ b1 ol a7 1 =N +hh o+ 2 177 S~ LN
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376 authorized by a vote of the electors pursuant to s. 12, Art. VII
377 of the State Constitution.

378 Section 17. Section 200.011, Florida Statutes, is amended
379 to read:

380 200.011 Duty of county commissioners and school board in
381 setting rate of taxation.—

382 (1) The county commissioners shall determine the amount to

383 be raised feor—all—ecournty Ppurposes;—execept—Ffor—ecounty —scheoolt

384| purpesesy and shall enter upon their minutes the rates to be

385 levied for each fund respectively+—tegetherwith the rates
£

386 certified+tobetevied by the board—eo y—eeommisstoners for
387 use of the eeuwnmtys special taxing district, board, agency, or
388 other taxing unit within the county for which the board of

389 county commissioners is required by law to levy taxes.

390 (2) The county commissioners shall ascertain the aggregate
391 rate necessary to cover all such taxes and certify the same to

392 the property appraiser within 30 days after the adjournment of
393 the value adjustment board. The property appraiser shall carry

394 out the full amount of taxes for all county purposesy—except—Ffor

395 sehoot—purpesesy under one heading in the assessment roll to be
396| provided for that purpose, and the county commissioners shall
397| notify the clerk and auditor and tax collector of the county of
398 the amounts to be apportioned to the different accounts out of
399 the total taxes levied for all purposes.

400 (3) The county depository, in issuing receipts to the tax

Page 16 of 135

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb789-00



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

401
402
403
404
405
406
407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425

HB 789 2026

collector, shall state in each of his or her receipts, which
shall be in duplicate, the amount deposited to each fund out of
the deposits made with it by the tax collector. When any such
receipts shall be given to the tax collector by the county
depository, the tax collector shall immediately file one of the
same with the clerk and auditor of the county, who shall credit
the same to the tax collector with the amount thereof and make
out and deliver to the tax collector a certificate setting forth
the payment in detail, as shown by the receipt of the county

depository.

(4) The county commissioners aned—seheool—Poard shall file

written statements with the property appraiser setting forth the

boundary of each speeiat—sechooldistriet—and+the district or
territory in which other special taxes are to be assessed, and
the property appraiser shall, upon receipt of such statements

and orders from the board of county commissioners and—schoot

Q°

D
T

A 4+ 1 £+ 1 717 oA n +h
A= | T O—0oC—— VvV CO—OT——T1c

o
A\ [

=
LT

B

d—personat—preoperty—thereiny proceed to assess such

B
o))
He

property and enter the taxes thereon in the assessment rolls to
be provided for that purpose.

(5) The property appraiser shall designate and separately
identify by certificate to the tax collector the xrate—-of

+ a4+ o n + N ] <73 g v +1 17 £ + 1 acorintsz anA o~k 1 beoaord
caoxXToCc O —C o C v CO——0O<T crric— oo C—OTT—CcrtC oy TS CTo o000 Tt

A\

are—Ehe total rate of taxation for all other taxing authorities

in the county.
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426 (6) The board of county commissioners shall certify to the
427| property appraiser and tax collector the millage rates to be

428 levied for the use of the eewnty—and special taxing districts,
429 boards, and authorities and all other taxing units within the

430| county for which the board of county commissioners is required

431| by law to levy taxes. The—distriet——sechool—beards Each

432| municipality, and the governing board or governing authority of
433| each special taxing district or other taxing unit within the
434 county the taxes of which are assessed on the tax roll prepared
435| by the property appraiser, but for which the board of county
436 commissioners is not required by law to levy taxes, shall

437 certify to the property appraiser and tax collector the millage
438 rate set by such board, municipality, authority, special taxing
439| district, or taxing unit. The certifications required by this
440 subsection shall be made within 30 days after the value

441 adjustment board adjourns.

442 Section 18. Subsections (12) through (15) of section

443 200.065, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (11)
444 through (14), respectively, and subsection (1), paragraphs (a),
445 (d), (e), (f), and (g) of subsection (2), subsections (3), (5),
446 (6), (9), and (10), and present subsection (11) of that section
447 are amended, to read:

448 200.065 Method of fixing millage.—

449 (1) Upon completion of the assessment of all property

450| pursuant to s. 193.023, the property appraiser shall certify to
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451| each taxing authority the taxable value within the jurisdiction
452| of the taxing authority. This certification shall include a copy
453| of the statement required to be submitted under s. 195.073(3),
454 as applicable to that taxing authority. The form on which the
455| certification is made shall include instructions to each taxing
456| authority describing the proper method of computing a millage
457 rate which, exclusive of new construction, additions to

458 structures, deletions, increases in the value of improvements
459| that have undergone a substantial rehabilitation which increased
460 the assessed value of such improvements by at least 100 percent,
461 property added due to geographic boundary changes, total taxable
462 value of tangible personal property within the jurisdiction in
463 excess of 115 percent of the previous year's total taxable

464 value, and any dedicated increment value, will provide the same
465 ad valorem tax revenue for each taxing authority as was levied
466| during the prior year less the amount, if any, paid or applied
467 as a consequence of an obligation measured by the dedicated

468 increment value. That millage rate shall be known as the

469 "rolled-back rate." The property appraiser shall also include
470 instructions, as prescribed by the Department of Revenue, to

471 each eeuwnty—and municipality, each special district dependent to
472 a county or municipality, each municipal service taxing unit,
473| and each independent special district describing the proper

4741 method of computing the millage rates and taxes levied as

475 specified in subsection (5). The Department of Revenue shall
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prescribe the instructions and forms that are necessary to
administer this subsection and subsection (5). The information
provided pursuant to this subsection shall also be sent to the
tax collector by the property appraiser at the time it is sent
to each taxing authority.

(2) No millage shall be levied until a resolution or
ordinance has been approved by the governing board of the taxing
authority which resolution or ordinance must be approved by the
taxing authority according to the following procedure:

(a)1l. Upon preparation of a tentative budget, but prior to
adoption thereof, each taxing authority shall compute a proposed
millage rate necessary to fund the tentative budget other than
the portion of the budget to be funded from sources other than
ad valorem taxes. In computing proposed or final millage rates,
each taxing authority shall utilize not less than 95 percent of

the taxable value certified pursuant to subsection (1).
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2.4— Taxing authorities ether—than—theecounty andschoot
distriet shall prepare and consider tentative and final budgets

in accordance with this section and applicable provisions of
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501 law, including budget procedures applicable to the taxing

502 authority, provided such procedures do not conflict with general
503| law.

504 (d) Within 15 days after the meeting adopting the

505| tentative budget, the taxing authority shall advertise in a

506| newspaper of general circulation in the county as provided in
507| subsection (3), its intent to finally adopt a millage rate and
508| budget. A public hearing to finalize the budget and adopt a

509 millage rate shall be held not less than 2 days nor more than 5
510 days after the day that the advertisement is first published. In
511 the event of a need to postpone or recess the final meeting due
512 to a declared state of emergency, the taxing authority may

513 postpone or recess the hearing for up to 7 days and shall post a
514| prominent notice at the place of the original hearing showing
515 the date, time, and place where the hearing will be reconvened.
516| The posted notice shall measure not less than 8.5 by 11 inches.
517 The taxing authority shall make every reasonable effort to

518| provide reasonable notification of the continued hearing to the
519| taxpayers. The information must also be posted on the taxing

520 authority's website. During the hearing, the governing body of
521 the taxing authority shall amend the adopted tentative budget as
522 it sees fit, adopt a final budget, and adopt a resolution or

523 ordinance stating the millage rate to be levied. The resolution
524 or ordinance shall state the percent, if any, by which the

525| millage rate to be levied exceeds the rolled-back rate computed
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526 pursuant to subsection (1), which shall be characterized as the
527| percentage increase in property taxes adopted by the governing
528| body. The adoption of the budget and the millage-levy resolution
529 or ordinance shall be by separate votes. For each taxing

530 authority levying millage, the name of the taxing authority, the
531 rolled-back rate, the percentage increase, and the millage rate
532 to be levied shall be publicly announced before the adoption of
533 the millage-levy resolution or ordinance. In no event may the
534 millage rate adopted pursuant to this paragraph exceed the

535 millage rate tentatively adopted pursuant to paragraph (c). If
536 the rate tentatively adopted pursuant to paragraph (c) exceeds
537 the proposed rate provided to the property appraiser pursuant to

538 paragraph (b)), —er—as——subseguenttvy adiusted pursuant—+to

539 subseetion—{3+1)+ each taxpayer within the jurisdiction of the
540 taxing authority shall be sent notice by first-class mail of his
541 or her taxes under the tentatively adopted millage rate and his
542 or her taxes under the previously proposed rate. The notice must
543 be prepared by the property appraiser, at the expense of the

544 taxing authority, and must generally conform to the requirements
545 of s. 200.069. If such additional notice is necessary, its

546| mailing must precede the hearing held pursuant to this paragraph
547| by not less than 10 days and not more than 15 days.

548 (e)1l. In the hearings required pursuant to paragraphs (c)
549 and (d), the first substantive issue discussed shall be the

550| percentage increase in millage over the rolled-back rate
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551| necessary to fund the budget, if any, and the specific purposes
552 for which ad valorem tax revenues are being increased. During
553 such discussion, the governing body shall hear comments

554 regarding the proposed increase and explain the reasons for the
555| proposed increase over the rolled-back rate. The general public
556 shall be allowed to speak and to ask questions before adoption
557 of any measures by the governing body. The governing body shall
558 adopt its tentative or final millage rate before adopting its
559 tentative or final budget.

560 2. These hearings shall be held after 5 p.m. if scheduled
561 on a day other than Saturday. No hearing shall be held on a

562 Sunday. The—eceountyecommission—shall neot——schedule itshearings—on
563 days—sehedted—for hearings—hby the sechool—Pbeard- The hearing
564 dates scheduled by a taxing authority the—eceounty commission—and

565 seheot—beard shall not be utilized by any other taxing authority
566| within the county for its public hearings. However, in counties
567 for which a state of emergency was declared by executive order
568 or proclamation of the Governor pursuant to chapter 252 and the

569 rescheduling of hearings on the same day is unavoidable, the

570 ootz o~ 1 oo =
CotTrrty COMtr S STOT ottt

571 aE—different—times;—and—other taxing authorities must schedule
572| their hearings so as not to conflict with the times of one

573 another the—ecountyecommissieon—and——school boardhearings. A

574| multicounty taxing authority shall make every reasonable effort

575 to avoid scheduling hearings on days utilized by another taxing
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576| authority the—eeounties—er—scheeol—distriets within its
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581 toodtng—awtherity+- A taxing authority may adopt the tax levies

582 for all of its dependent special taxing districts, and may adopt
583 the budgets for all of its dependent special taxing districts,
584| by a single unanimous vote. However, if a member of the general
585| public requests that the tax levy or budget of a dependent

586 special taxing district be separately discussed and separately
587 adopted, the taxing authority shall discuss and adopt that tax
588 levy or budget separately. If, due to circumstances beyond the
589| control of the taxing authority, including a state of emergency
590 declared by executive order or proclamation of the Governor

591| pursuant to chapter 252, the hearing provided for in paragraph
592 (c) or paragraph (d) is recessed or postponed, the taxing

593| authority shall publish a notice in a newspaper of general paid
594 circulation in the county. The notice shall state the time and
595| place for the continuation of the hearing and shall be published
596 at least 2 days but not more than 5 days before the date the

597 hearing will be continued. In the event of postponement or

598 recess due to a declared state of emergency, all subsequent

599| dates in this section shall be extended by the number of days of

600 the postponement or recess. Notice of the postponement or recess
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651| fall term begins prior to adoption of the final budget; or

652 2. Readopt its prior year's adopted final budget, as

653 amended, and expend moneys based on that budget until such time
654 as its tentative budget is adopted pursuant to paragraph (c),
655| only if the fiscal year of the taxing authority begins prior to
656| adoption of the tentative budget. The readopted budget shall be
657 adopted by resolution without notice pursuant to this section at
658 a duly constituted meeting of the governing body.

659 (3) The advertisement shall be published as provided in
660 chapter 50. If the advertisement is published in the print

661 edition of a newspaper, the advertisement must be no less than
662 one-quarter page in size of a standard size or a tabloid size
663| newspaper, and the headline in the advertisement shall be in a
664 type no smaller than 18 point. The advertisement shall not be
665| placed in that portion of the newspaper where legal notices and
666 classified advertisements appear. The advertisement shall be

667| published in a newspaper in the county or in a geographically
668 limited insert of such newspaper. The geographic boundaries in
669| which such insert is circulated shall include the geographic

670| boundaries of the taxing authority. It is the legislative intent
671 that, whenever possible, the advertisement appear in a newspaper
672 that is published at least weekly unless the only newspaper 1in
673 the county is published less than weekly, or that the

674 advertisement appear in a geographically limited insert of such

675 newspaper which insert is published throughout the taxing
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676| authority's jurisdiction at least twice each week. It is further
677 the legislative intent that the newspaper selected be one of
678| general interest and readership in the community pursuant to

679 chapter 50.

680 (a) For taxing authorities ether—than sechool distriets

681| which have tentatively adopted a millage rate in excess of 100
682| percent of the rolled-back rate computed pursuant to subsection
683 (1), the advertisement shall be in the following form:

684 NOTICE OF PROPOSED TAX INCREASE

685 The ... (name of the taxing authority)... has tentatively

686 adopted a measure to increase its property tax levy.

687 Last year's property tax levy:

688 A. Initially proposed taxX levVy......oeeeeeeenenenn. SXX, XXX, XXX
689 B. Less tax reductions due to Value Adjustment Board and

690 other assessment

691 () o F=1a Yo 1 (SXX, XXX, XXX)
692 C. Actual property tax levVy.. ..o eeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. SXX, XXX, XXX
693 This year's proposed taX L1eVy..eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenann SXX, XXX, XXX
694 All concerned citizens are invited to attend a public

695| hearing on the tax increase to be held on ... (date and time)...
096 at ... (meeting place)....

697 A FINAL DECISION on the proposed tax increase and the

698| budget will be made at this hearing.

699 (b) In all instances in which the provisions of paragraph
700 (a) are inapplicable for taxing authorities ether—than schoolt
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776 thereafter, and not later than September 18. The advertisement
777 shall be in the following form, unless the proposed millage rate
778 is less than or equal to the rolled-back rate, computed pursuant
779 to subsection (1), in which case the advertisement shall be as

780| provided in paragraph (e):

781 NOTICE OF TAX INCREASE

782 The ... (name of the taxing authority)... proposes to

783 increase its property tax levy by ... (percentage of increase
784 over rolled-back rate)... percent.

785 All concerned citizens are invited to attend a public

786| hearing on the proposed tax increase to be held on ... (date and
787 time)... at ... (meeting place)....

788 (e) The advertisement shall be in the following form, if

789 the proposed millage rate is less than or equal to the rolled-
790| Dback rate.

791 NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING

792 The ... (name of taxing authority)... will soon consider a
793| budget for ... (fiscal year).... A public hearing to make a

794 DECISION on the budget AND TAXES will be held on ... (date and
795 time)... at ... (meeting place)....

796 (f) In no event shall any taxing authority add to or

797 delete from the language of the advertisements as specified
798 herein unless expressly authorized by law, except that, if an
799| 1increase in ad valorem tax rates will affect only a portion of

800 the jurisdiction of a taxing authority, advertisements may
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801 include a map or geographical description of the area to be

802 affected and the proposed use of the tax revenues under

803| consideration. In addition, if published in the print edition of
804 the newspaper, the map must be included in the online

805| advertisement required by s. 50.0211. The advertisements

806| required herein shall not be accompanied, preceded, or followed
807| by other advertising or notices which conflict with or modify
808 the substantive content prescribed herein.

809 (g)+4+> The advertisements required pursuant to paragraphs
810 (b) and (e) need not be one-quarter page in size or have a

811 headline in type no smaller than 18 point.

812 (h)45> The amounts to be published as percentages of

813 increase over the rolled-back rate pursuant to this subsection
814 shall be based on aggregate millage rates and shall exclude

815| voted millage levies unless expressly provided otherwise in this
816| subsection.

817 (i)4&>r Any taxing authority which will levy an ad valorem

818 tax for an upcoming budget year but does not levy an ad valorem

819| tax currently shall, in the advertisement specified in paragraph

820 (a) ory—paragraph—te)y paragraph (d) —er—paragraph—tg), replace
821 the phrase "increase its property tax levy by ... (percentage of
822 increase over rolled-back rate)... percent" with the phrase

823 "impose a new property tax levy of $...(amount)... per $1,000

824 value."

825 (J)+ Any advertisement required pursuant to this section
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826| shall be accompanied by an adjacent notice meeting the budget
827 summary requirements of s. 129.03(3) (b). Except for those taxing
828 authorities proposing to levy ad valorem taxes for the first

829| time, the following statement shall appear in the budget summary
830| 1in boldfaced type immediately following the heading, if the

831 applicable percentage is greater than zero:

832 THE PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET EXPENDITURES OF ... (name of
833 taxing authority)... ARE ... (percent rounded to one decimal
834 place) ... MORE THAN LAST YEAR'S TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES.

835 For purposes of this paragraph, "proposed operating budget

836| expenditures" or "operating expenditures" means all moneys of
837 the local government, including dependent special districts,
838| that:

839 1. Were or could be expended during the applicable fiscal
840 year, Or

841 2. TWere or could be retained as a balance for future

842 spending in the fiscal year.

843
844 Provided, however, those moneys held in or used in trust,

845| agency, or internal service funds, and expenditures of bond
846| proceeds for capital outlay or for advanced refunded debt

847| principal, shall be excluded.

848 (5) In each fiscal year:

849 (a) The maximum millage rate that a eewmtys municipality,

850 special district dependent to a county or municipality,
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851| municipal service taxing unit, or independent special district
852| may levy 1is a rolled-back rate based on the amount of taxes

853| which would have been levied in the prior year if the maximum
854| millage rate had been applied, adjusted for change in per capita
855| Florida personal income, unless a higher rate was adopted, in
856| which case the maximum is the adopted rate. The maximum millage
857 rate applicable to a county authorized to levy a county public
858 hospital surtax under s. 212.055 and which did so in fiscal year
859 2007 shall exclude the revenues required to be contributed to
860 the county public general hospital in the current fiscal year
861 for the purposes of making the maximum millage rate calculation,
862| Dbut shall be added back to the maximum millage rate allowed

863 after the roll back has been applied, the total of which shall
864| be considered the maximum millage rate for such a county for

865| purposes of this subsection. The revenue required to be

866 contributed to the county public general hospital for the

867 upcoming fiscal year shall be calculated as 11.873 percent times
868 the millage rate levied for countywide purposes in fiscal year
869| 2007 times 95 percent of the preliminary tax roll for the

870 upcoming fiscal year. A higher rate may be adopted only under
871 the following conditions:

872 1. A rate of not more than 110 percent of the rolled-back
873 rate based on the previous year's maximum millage rate, adjusted
874 for change in per capita Florida personal income, may be adopted

875 if approved by a two-thirds vote of the membership of the
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876| governing body of the county, municipality, or independent

877| district; or

878 2. A rate in excess of 110 percent may be adopted if

879| approved by a unanimous vote of the membership of the governing
880| body of the county, municipality, or independent district or by
881 a three-fourths vote of the membership of the governing body if
882 the governing body has nine or more members, or if the rate is
883 approved by a referendum.

884 (b) The millage rate of a eewnrty—eo¥ municipality,

885| municipal service taxing unit of a #hat county, and any special
886| district dependent to a #hat county or municipality may exceed
887 the maximum millage rate calculated pursuant to this subsection
888 if the total county ad valorem taxes levied or total municipal
889| ad valorem taxes levied do not exceed the maximum total county
890 ad valorem taxes levied or maximum total municipal ad valorem
891 taxes levied respectively. Voted millage and taxes levied by a
892| municipality or independent special district that has levied ad
893| wvalorem taxes for less than 5 years are not subject to this

894 limitation. The millage rate of a county authorized to levy a
895 county public hospital surtax under s. 212.055 may exceed the
896| maximum millage rate calculated pursuant to this subsection to
897 the extent necessary to account for the revenues required to be
898 contributed to the county public hospital. Total taxes levied
899 may exceed the maximum calculated pursuant to subsection (6) as

900 a result of an increase in taxable value above that certified in
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901 subsection (1) if such increase is less than the percentage

902 amounts contained in subsection (6) or if the administrative
903| adjustment cannot be made because the value adjustment board is
904 still in session at the time the tax roll is extended;

905| otherwise, millage rates subject to this subsection may be

906| reduced so that total taxes levied do not exceed the maximum.
907
908| Any unit of government operating under a home rule charter

909 adopted pursuant to ss. 10, 11, and 24, Art. VIII of the State
910 Constitution of 1885, as preserved by s. 6(e), Art. VIII of the
911 State Constitution, which is granted the authority in the State
912 Constitution to exercise all the powers conferred now or

913| hereafter by general law upon municipalities and which exercises
914 such powers in the unincorporated area shall be recognized as a
915| municipality under this subsection. For a downtown development
916| authority established before the effective date of the State

917 Constitution which has a millage that must be approved by a

918| municipality, the governing body of that municipality shall be
919 considered the governing body of the downtown development

920 authority for purposes of this subsection.

921 (6) Prior to extension of the rolls pursuant to s.

922 193.122, the property appraiser shall notify each taxing

923 authority of the aggregate change in the assessment roll, if

924 any, from that certified pursuant to subsection (1), including,

925| but not limited to, those changes which result from actions by
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926 the value adjustment board or from corrections of errors in the

927 assessment roll. Municipalities—eeounties—sechoot—Pboards+ and

928| water management districts may adjust administratively their

929| adopted millage rate without a public hearing if the taxable

930| wvalue within the jurisdiction of the taxing authority as

931 certified pursuant to subsection (1) is at variance by more than
932 1 percent with the taxable value shown on the roll to be

933 extended. Any other taxing authority may adjust administratively
934 its adopted millage rate without a public hearing if the taxable
935| wvalue within the jurisdiction of the taxing authority as

936| certified pursuant to subsection (1) is at variance by more than
937 3 percent with the taxable value shown on the roll to be

938 extended. The adjustment shall be such that the taxes computed
939| by applying the adopted rate against the certified taxable value
940 are equal to the taxes computed by applying the adjusted adopted
941 rate to the taxable value on the roll to be extended. However,
942 no adjustment shall be made to levies required by law to be a
943 specific millage amount. Not later than 3 days after receipt of
944 notification pursuant to this subsection, each affected taxing
945 authority shall certify to the property appraiser its adjusted
946 adopted rate. Failure to so certify shall constitute waiver of
947 the adjustment privilege.

948 (9) Multicounty taxing authorities are subject to the

949| provisions of this section. The term "taxable value" means the

950 taxable value of all property subject to taxation by the

Page 38 of 135

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb789-00



V E S

R E P R E S ENTAT I

F

H O U S E O

D A

F L OR

2026

HB 789

> HOj
© (@] — @] D @ H @
> M 2 5P ¢ ey ® D -
T O o} D UH B D HOJ o~
0] i} @ ] 0] A - D KO} ~ @ +
> B Q9 O O O i < D B -H
- | 0] )] o a )] D —~ D — 4P ® o~
O > T g Q, o O D © op ®h HO)J iy
0 Q o 4+ T 0 & P —~| 4 h -H F+ B 4P D b o
0] —~ o o o T| O DK RONEN G T D
“~ > >™ ®© ~ 0] o - B D H [o9] D -H -H s &
] o Q < “ n > 9] @ D 0] B H D
P a “ n g o O T P D T ® 0N D D
o 3 T o P 3 2 O & < ¢ P o~ D & -m D - Y
a O U o g -4 O g © 3 -G Q FCH T (IR () S TR ¥ o)
O a o= -H 2 o @~ A @] D 0] ® [OR ®
n @ “ N 2 ~ O HO)J O N [09) i
© © O, ®© ~ ~ O © D D o D ~ @ @ D
< o 4 0 H ® — = W & h Y T T R i
g £ 3 & 4 ®©® & H —~ O - H D © T £ ®
> O M n @M O o ™ ] ® D D D T s
D L o 9 T H “YW — 0 o P -HoR D 0]
-~ o -4 wn o0 P IS D @ D H S -H 4D H
“~ 0] 50— in] @] QO [9)] © Y n KO] ® D + n B
S -~ o 4 9 g 35 0 & G g s E e e ®,
g 4 ©® © 30 9O n P o - D H ® B D D
b= H > o HA £ Q9 © - v @ o N D
3 — P 0 B T M . -t B M O D N
© a - 0] “~ O O n o o . + [OR D 4 - - (V)] LN ®
o g 4 O O T © D NO] D T 4 D
o - O W 9] () @] “ O @ — @ HO)J D —H
a i) o © QO + — © ) — - (49} ® D ey =il
- O O X 0 0 — 0, D ® H £ W ® ®
X O w © O -HA ~ P ®© (0] NI A I ()] D 4 o
(] (9] o +» +» <G 0 c C o - Ey) [09] D D @ Koo N 4
L Q Q, © P 0] © n A Q K M @ Rty D
3 O Y O - i} © D T @ D -H o -H ! HO)
>N 0 o (@) a P n P o O By g4 K N4 K] @
in] 0, —~ -4 -H ~ @] L - ® [OFEEN O] ) 0] )
n O 0 — “ u -— ~ — ﬁu u — - 7V;_ D 1
S P n 0O & T O O 4 O O b &L P D T ¥ 4 M N D
0) 0P 0 < D Y0 - ¢ 4 D - D B
O L H ©@ =+ H P O ©0 © P H O T O~ g & £
= g £ 0 W 3 3 A P -d O - T N Y
£ © O A4 2 A © ~4 T 0O ©0 T O P ™ B oW O o
- B8 P P S O @ 0o T &£ o W o4 o-m i O D
S n 3 0 0 0 O > ™ e L T - (T VR (& 4
E 494 9 0 > O < L2 P o P P 9 D B -
S g O ®n A Y g g n o e O 2 ¢ O oo}
s Q O C X O 3 0 © o4 oF o .
O O 0 © O m 0] )] b [0} D 4P — A~ HO)
Yy a 0, Y in] P q O 0] “ . -H be Rty (VIS )] @
H o - 3 (@) a o A 0 0 P S 1Y D ~H ¢ b+ - &
- O >™ +4 P A g e b H AP g b
P ®©® T L £ L L H D A S ) ® D € ¢ n
>~ © g ] o 0] a © -] “ — 4+~ -H D @ T ® D D
£ O n n O wn 3 0 g O X n P W H w© P D ¥ - -H
-~ A (] e A o A > ] O O, @ Q4P )
“ W L Q ] in] O Y o T°©T L A T ({0 1] D -md [P I)] 0] -H
o -4 -d “ N e © i) @ 0] [T | B D —H
<P 0] (o] O P P B 0 c N D -H -H [op) [0p) -H
2oy ~ Lo > Y o H 3 A 4 D QD q
S 0O o © O T 23 0 S <o O o @ D & B & B ®
o O 4 A o g o - P H O + -H oo ® & -H [0p) YH
— N O < N O ™~ 0 O O +dH4 N OO < 1N W >~ 0 O O +dA N O oW
0N 0 0O 0w 0w 0w wWw W W W W W W W Y W Y r~~ M~~~ >~
O OO O OO O OO O OO O OO O OO O OO O OO O OO O OO OO0 OO O O O

Page 39 of 135

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

hb789-00



V E S

R E P R E S ENTAT I

F

H O U S E O

D A

F L OR

2026

HB 789

H D
H P D
1b ® m ' © P
A @ It —H q 4+ D
4h 4P on N = D [o9)
D D & h ~ © H @ HO) D
—H Hoj PP -t S D & P D 4D b @O M
® o)) B 4 D © ©® ¢ © [09] D M
1] .4 [99) [o9) HO)J D oo [ox) - H D STHENN))
- @ QW D D & P n D O, DO, g
D — b & B & ¢ 9~ ¢ H P ¢ G D %
& (VO VIR OT D q B 4 ¢ 0@ D oo
o o & QO T ¢ D #H O » K o, -H X
D D Ul >~Nn oo - [09] o)l [19] A .
& - D @ D -H H o+ 4 (o] D (TS ©h P
- i) OV () D & o D - ¢ M
b3 (VRIS B D D D N ® D b HO)j (VI
jon AW ¢ T L QD hw s L O I TR ) PR b} N qu J Ep
] @ v @ = - © H ﬁ )
O mm ® — — [4p] (st Uy o) ® n — D D D .
@ b D 0] ¢ P m = O O (/N )
4 (VI N D @ 4P O D D o g -t D jon NN
- o O £ @« O n ¢ @ O W o ' W — D ¢
® oo b © @ - D 4 D B 1) (ON D O O
b d -H 49} K H K3 9] D, h . D b D
P D 4P D oo ol My D
()] O -H W O n O D -H D R ¢ M CI —
jon 4 -H D -H -H & ¢ o @ ml ~ b & n D
P B % - R L R N 4+ o @»E A @ D
-H NP D 4 D D N " o) D D -H @
— ¢ n ¢ @ D D ~ @ w4y - sk -rH M o4 g
D, -H -H WH D oD D D 4p & & . D 4 ¢ ©®
& v O AT L IR OF s e L L & N
D D — ® — D & D D N 1~ D D D
()] 4 .|w_ ® D ﬁw LIS | No-d O ww i .1w_ R O RS} ﬁw. oy
¢ @ -H - = [ T D D iy
Y > P b4 - £ W D @ q Q ¥ ¢
D Hooa - b4 D T 4 o —H & [09) D Hooud
® ()] i1y i1y - ® D -rH 4 o 0 4 D P -rH - D D
0 h © @ b T & & ¢ D D -H et D ¢ b uh
4 [09] O 0 T P P D 'O eh NONE o -H o
[o9) B Uy ® [09) 4P a ) . nh P [o9] D
D O 4@ P ow Ry D D O [0} =+ 991 - W P H -
) i) D D D & O 4 @ & - “H C () B¢ VI b
jon o D @ 4 P D YH D - D
Y Y D D Ef O 4 O D ¢ m & & H
D D 4P K oo D D [09] D - {
) D . D e H @O -H D D K . N
4 ¢ n B 4~ b D gl £E 0 & e
o (VIR Rt} D - I~ D T W D P D -H . P
D H &€ ¢ A r & D D @ D I OV -+~
& B ¢ O P 4~ W -H QP @ ~ & P $H D
b N D -H D b » 4 e -H H @ D @
® ¢ o d T oy L O T P . R O B
D, - H D & H N D © W . b B &
BT D o (O IO g - By D B W
o~ B . oo (oY) 44 D -t @ (V]
up Lo P O o ofd e O o L9 fHoE
o HoH @ P N D BH ¢ © Ed L o
. e g P D D b & ¢ O ¥ LR «
e B - N b3 (st — [ON L - D D (49} -H . D
5L Qo v ¢ -f — D -H (OB (VN ON —
- D ® @ D H . D o4 D K D D ® YH D
—H ) ® —H O, N W [ON £ Q D O & 0] D 9]
© ™~ 0O O O 4 N O < 1O O [~ 0w O O 4 N O < 10O O~ w O O
~ ™~ [~ [~ 0 oW W 0 W W W W W W O O O O O O O O O o O
O O O OO0 OO OO O OO O OO O OO O OO O OO O OO O OO OO0 OO O O O
—

Page 40 of 135

iions.

d are addi

Ine

words underl

ions;

Words stricken are delet

CODING

hb789-00



V E S

R E P R E S ENTAT I

F

H O U S E O

D A

F L OR

2026

HB 789

4 D
9] © fH . fH
D - Hoo4b D D
4 - ~ P & 5 D ¢ ~ P P D
HOJTS) D ow - & D -H 4b
o)l D D -H & Ho®n & 4b 1)
jon . R N OF D D - © D D @] ¢ H .
-H . H [OFEN] [09) D o N D Y4 D D ® .
B3 . D v -d @ D k3 H D [ox) ) R .
e ® ¢ - HOREN O] BV} 9] B D -md [N )] o o~
— [09] PS ¢ ¢ H N, ¢ 5 @ ® @ O,
4 oy D D b & ¢ (ORI R« b B P
H )] . [0} g O D P D, P P W D ® D 0] D ¢ D
P D CR R (V) P £ £ T D ) D D n bel
S -m . - — ® » ® o) q H — ~ D D g
- D~ P D n (0] -H N P G - E .
Hoon @ NI O) D ¢ 4o g o O b T .
D o, 4P B ol D o4 D 1V] D S VN ()] -H .
H (O T O R (¥ n N D #H H & ® > @ ' ¢
[OR ol - o) -rH 4y 4P -rH D D D m D D D
o, @& M P 4P D 4b o P T @ E W oW @
© - D D K3 K @ [ JES] ® qoo ® i Eis
= D D ¢ D © -H -4 © ¢ O D D FE
D [OFgY] & p Rty E K3l D D @ ~ 4P B 1Y) fH
P T R ) P H & 4 D -# E P b4 D
[ L ST () . (O VI D O & D - g 4
Ko D ® . - b H 4 [09) ® ® H o H b
W H 4b . (TR -H D -H D © @ ON LR S )}
o - P D & O ¢ 4 D uh D o D
D o] b 1b [09) 09] [0} TR K3 H D (ON D H . D N
> @ D & P R I D O D D & O OF -~ & -
+ - P b #H 4w 4O 4 » T H B O O D D 4P
—H —H . - D N B D ¢ oo D ® & K8 H
H P . — p @ b & & ¢ B & H - (VN ON D
- D 4 ¢ . D D D -H H o 4b o ]
E W H B A D & D 5§ D D O ® D D Y W P
D, ) o R O ORI D © @ O ¢ . D @
HO)J ® [09) & () 4 - . 44 N D .
® ) @ - [09) [09) A~ [09] 0] 4y . D b
TR 4 N O O BN LS L s I D b © - n
B Y N ® (0] ¢ D ~+ © e H -m O (0] U B N
b D -H P D D 4 o0 D - © D B
@ b Iy W - g 0] oo [09) D g 4P D D D D
H D Hp -H P - @ D @ -f D D DL O b & 4 ORI REY
1Y) [69) ) ol D H H " @ ooop ¢4 Y
B D - ¢ OF D O # © P T O - ® D
D H H P D - D Rty P (O | — D D YH & D $H
~ ® 4 B (OB D Ko B H @ D D o o [ON
il ~ | ¢ 7 P b ¢ ¥ 0] D D D Ep D
® . N D @ oo D L ¥ b @ b D — i n
P . . . L bbb 9 @BV W on O S O] b B
-t . ()] . B4 N D © T O+~ @ D q
D, ~ ¢ . O ¢ D & -m [09] ® b o D D
[ ) D -H  H -H oo D N W H o (9] O ¥ m
v @ O ¢ oy - e -H $H > 0 D P & n D
B D ) ® W @ [OFEEN(V] D £ @ o D 4
D H A 4P D O T HOZ s I (R O VR D R () b 4 &
& & L ) P 0 A D O D P @ 4P 0 B
EH ® [~ [{ I S OR D B D H D g 4P 0] EH n b
- e O ¢ -H P o T D I D ® @
. o D v A4 A P E & @ P D -m D
. HO) EIS TN O D @ D D ¢ O D £
. P oo B O o 4@ & & P ox Y P
ur D & D o D H (VTS B = ® [ON D [ON ® D
— N O < N O ™~ 0 O O 4 N OO < 1N W ™~ 0 O O +dA N O oW
o o o o o o o o o A4 A A4 A 4 4 4 +H4 4 +H4 &N N N N N
O O O O O O O O O O O O O 0O O O O O o o o o o o o
R e T L I = T L L T s T e T L e R == N = A S B

Page 41 of 135

iions.

d are addi

Ine

words underl

ions;

Words stricken are delet

CODING

hb789-00



F L ORI DA

1026
1027
1028
1029
1030
1031
1032
1033
1034
1035
1036
1037
1038
1039
1040
1041
1042
1043
1044
1045
1046
1047
1048
1049
1050

H O U S E O F R E P R E S ENTAT I

HB 789 2026

|__l
D
N
P
s
q
(@]
P

(1 3 o+ £ ~Aar~a o + 1 A PN IV~
= = Sy g \./LA.LJ_LL.,LA_L UUL.,_LLA_Y LJJ_\/_J A\ ey |
Proagoaant o + =N Adoleoa+ra~e.
J_J_UJ\.IK/L.,Q (s T Ao LT T T T T
(1 4 o+ £ ~Aara o + 1 PN T~
AN ooy o ~a b0 oA o o IR T o B N T N - AP~V B
e e CUITTC T TTITC O C LT CITZTITO (& g s LTTTV ICTTH -y T tJLALJLL\./ LJ.CL;L_LLLLKJ T

I hald n (At an A g o+ (m oy ] A
oI C TG —OT1T O cC——arttG—CcItcy [Snw et Tt pPTatSy
A __DECTATAN " +h nropvnoacnd amanAm a4+ +h nNiro - ot o £ AAA
I oo ro oy Ot oS pTroOposSCO—amCTIamCirc — co—cnC—pr ottt o ottt
frem CONDTTAT AOIITT AY MAYVLECQ 72 71 12N ma Al ENE S SN TP 2 + 1
T OTtt 5 E e O Tyt  riizsboo Wt O Ot it o et Tty

(10) 43> Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph

(2) (b) and s. 200.069(4) (f) to the contrary, the proposed

millage rates provided to the property appraiser by the taxing

authority, except for millage rates adopted by referendum—=Ffer
rates—avthorized by —s+—3+03+1+-—+++ and for rates required by law to

be in a specified millage amount, shall be adjusted in the event

that a review notice is issued pursuant to s. 193.1142(4) and
the taxable value on the approved roll is at variance with the
taxable value certified pursuant to subsection (1). The
adjustment shall be made by the property appraiser, who shall
notify the taxing authorities affected by the adjustment within
5 days of the date the roll is approved pursuant to s.
193.1142(4) . The adjustment shall be such as to provide for no

change in the dollar amount of taxes levied from that initially
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1051| proposed by the taxing authority.

1052 Section 19. Subsection (3) of section 200.069, Florida
1053 Statutes, is amended to read:

1054 200.069 Notice of proposed property taxes and non-ad

1055| wvalorem assessments.—Pursuant to s. 200.065(2) (b), the property
1056| appraiser, in the name of the taxing authorities and local

1057| governing boards levying non-ad valorem assessments within his
1058 or her jurisdiction and at the expense of the county, shall

1059| prepare and deliver by first-class mail to each taxpayer to be
1060 listed on the current year's assessment roll a notice of

1061| proposed property taxes, which notice shall contain the elements
1062 and use the format provided in the following form.

1063| Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 195.022, no county officer
1064 shall use a form other than that provided herein. The Department
1065 of Revenue may adjust the spacing and placement on the form of
1066 the elements listed in this section as it considers necessary
1067| Dbased on changes in conditions necessitated by various taxing
1068 authorities. If the elements are in the order listed, the

1069| placement of the listed columns may be varied at the discretion
1070 and expense of the property appraiser, and the property

1071 appralser may use printing technology and devices to complete
1072 the form, the spacing, and the placement of the information in
1073 the columns. In addition, the property appraiser may not include
1074 in the mailing of the notice of ad valorem taxes and non-ad

1075 valorem assessments additional information or items unless such
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1076| information or items explain a component of the notice or

1077| provide information directly related to the assessment and

1078 taxation of the property. A county officer may use a form other
1079 than that provided by the department for purposes of this part,
1080| but only i1if his or her office pays the related expenses and he
1081| or she obtains prior written permission from the executive

1082| director of the department; however, a county officer may not
1083| use a form the substantive content of which is at variance with
1084 the form prescribed by the department. The county officer may
1085 continue to use such an approved form until the law that

1086| specifies the form is amended or repealed or until the officer
1087 receives written disapproval from the executive director.

1088 (3) There shall be under each column heading an entry for
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1091| municipal service taxing unit or units in which the parcel lies,
1092 if any; the water management district levying pursuant to s.
1093 373.503; the independent special districts in which the parcel
1094 lies, if any; and for all voted levies for debt service

1095 applicable to the parcel, if any.

1096 Section 20. Subsection (2) of section 200.071, Florida
1097 Statutes, is amended to read:

1098 200.071 Limitation of millage; counties.—

1099 (2) The board of county commissioners shall, in the event

1100 the sum of the proposed millage for the eewnty—and dependent
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1101| districts of a county +hereirm is more than the maximum allowed

1102| hereunder, reduce the millage to be levied fer—ecountyofficersy

1103

1104| speetrat—distriets so as not to exceed the maximum millage

1105| provided under this section or s. 200.091.
1106 Section 21. Section 200.091, Florida Statutes, is amended
1107 to read:

1108 200.091 Referendum to increase millage.—The millage

1109 authorized to be levied in s. 200.071 for eceounrty purpeosess

1110| 4rneluwding dependent districts of a county £hereins may be

1111 increased for periods not exceeding 2 years, provided such levy
1112| has been approved by majority vote of the qualified electors in
1113 the county or district voting in a general election, as defined
1114 in s. 97.021, called for such purpose. Such an election may be
1115| called by the governing body of any such eeunty—o¥r district on
1116 its own motion and shall be called upon submission of a petition
1117 specifying the amount of millage sought to be levied and the
1118| purpose for which the proceeds will be expended and containing
1119 the signatures of at least 10 percent of the persons qualified
1120 to vote in such election, signed within 60 days prior to the
1121| date the petition is filed.

1122 Section 22. Section 218.67, Florida Statutes, is amended
1123| to read:

1124 218.67 Distribution for fiscally constrained counties.—
1125 (1) Each county that is entirely within a rural area of
Page 45 of 135
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(3)45)> The revenues received under this section may be

used by a county for any public purpose, except that such

revenues may not be used to pay debt service on bonds, notes,

certificates of participation, or any other forms of

indebtedness.
23.

Section Subsection (9) of section 259.042, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:
259.042
(9)

163.387(2) (c) ,—sechood

a3 o
\> =y

ad valorem taxes within a tax increment area are exempt from

this section.
Section 24. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section

985.6865, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

985.6865
(1)

Juvenile detention costs.—

As used in this section, the term:
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The amount obtained shall be discretionary

1
TOO T .

capital improvement funds and shall be appropriated from state
funds in the General Appropriations Act.

(10) EXCEPTIONS TO LAW.—To encourage innovative practices
and facilitate the mission of the lab schools, in addition to

the exceptions to law specified in s. 1001.23(1), the following
exceptions shall be permitted for lab schools:

(a) The methods and requirements of the following statutes
shall be held in abeyance: ss. 316.75; 1001.30; 1001.31;
1001.32; 1001.33; 1001.34; 1001.35; 1001.36; 1001.361; 1001.362;
1001.363; 1001.37; 1001.371; 1001.372; 1001.38; 1001.39;
1001.395; 1001.40; 1001.41; 1001.44; 1001.453; 1001.46;
1001.461; 1001.462; 1001.463; 1001.464; 1001.47; 1001.48;
1001.49; 1001.50; 1001.51; 1006.12(2); 1006.21(3), (4); 1006.23;
1010.07(2); 1010.40; 1010.41; 1010.42; 1010.43; 1010.44;
1010.45; 1010.46; 1010.47; 1010.48; 1010.49; 1010.50; 1010.51;
1010.52; 1010.53; 1010.54; 1010.55; 1011.02(1), (2), (4)

&+; 1011.04; 1011.20;, 1011.21; 1011.22;

Ha
((B]
Ha
Ha

Y
(@)
[y
Y
N
w

N1
U

1-—73+ and 1011.74.

| . |
Section 27. Paragraph (b) of subsection (17) and

subsection (19) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are
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1276| amended to read:

1277 1002.33 Charter schools.—

1278 (17) FUNDING.—Students enrolled in a charter school,
1279 regardless of the sponsorship, shall be funded based upon the
1280 applicable program pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c), the same as
1281 students enrolled in other public schools in a school district.
1282| Funding for a charter lab school shall be as provided in s.
1283 1002.32.

1284 (b)1l. Funding for students enrolled in a charter school
1285 sponsored by a school district shall be the sum of the school
1286| district's operating funds from the Florida Education Finance
1287 Program as defined in s. 1011.61(4) and the General

1288| Appropriations Act, including gross state and local funds—and

1289 fuonds—From—the sehoot—distriet!lsecurrent—operatingdisere
1290| middage—dewy; divided by total funded weighted full-time
1291 equivalent students in the school district; and multiplied by
1292 the weighted full-time equivalent students for the charter

1293 school. Charter schools whose students or programs meet the

1294| eligibility criteria in law are entitled to their proportionate
1295 share of categorical program funds included in the total funds
1296 available in the Florida Education Finance Program by the

1297 Legislature, including the student transportation allocation and
1298 the educational enrichment allocation. Total funding for each
1299 charter school shall be recalculated during the year to reflect

1300 the revised calculations under the Florida Education Finance
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1301 Program by the state and the actual weighted full-time

1302 equivalent students reported by the charter school during the
1303 full-time equivalent student survey periods designated by the
1304| Commissioner of Education. For charter schools operated by a
1305| not-for-profit or municipal entity, any unrestricted current and
1306| capital assets identified in the charter school's annual

1307 financial audit may be used for other charter schools operated
1308| by the not-for-profit or municipal entity within the school

1309| district. For charter schools operated by a not-for-profit

1310| entity, any unrestricted current or capital assets identified in
1311 the charter school's annual audit may be used for other charter
1312 schools operated by the not-for-profit entity which are located
1313| outside of the originating charter school's school district, but
1314 within the state, through an unforgivable loan that must be

1315 repaid within 5 years to the originating charter school by the
1316| receiving charter school. Unrestricted current assets shall be
1317 used in accordance with s. 1011.62, and any unrestricted capital
1318 assets shall be used in accordance with s. 1013.62(2).

1319 2.a. Funding for students enrolled in a charter school
1320 sponsored by a state university or Florida College System

1321 institution pursuant to paragraph (5) (a) shall be provided in
1322 the Florida Education Finance Program as defined in s.

1323 1011.61(4) and as specified in the General Appropriations Act.
1324 The calculation to determine the amount of state funds includes

1325| the sum of the base Florida Education Finance Program
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established in s.

n ek L] maon
T
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CTIXT

1011.62 (1) (n)+

14
T 1ot
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()]

1011.62(6) .

state-funded discretionary contribution established in s.
Charter schools whose students or programs meet the
eligibility criteria in law are entitled to their proportionate
share of categorical program funds included in the total funds
available in the Florida Education Finance Program.
College System institution or state university sponsoring the
charter school shall be the fiscal agent for these funds,
all rules of the institution governing the budgeting and

expenditure of state funds shall apply to these funds unless

The Florida

and

otherwise provided by law or rule of the State Board of
Education.
(T Th noanszat A 100 AT o1l 2 17 o~ at+rahl 2 ah A
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b. Total funding for each

recalculated during the year to
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10711 a2 (a1

X+t The comparable wage factor as provided 1in s.
1011.62(2) shall be established as 1.000.

charter school shall be

reflect the revised calculations
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1351
1352
1353
1354
1355
1356
1357
1358
1359
1360
1361
1362
1363
1364
1365
1366
1367
1368
1369
1370
1371
1372
1373
1374
1375

under the Florida Education Finance Program by the state and the
actual weighted full-time equivalent students reported by the
charter school during the full-time equivalent student survey
periods designated by the Commissioner of Education.

c. The Department of Education shall develop a tool that
each state university or Florida College System institution
sponsoring a charter school shall use for purposes of
calculating the funding amount for each eligible charter school
student. The total amount obtained from the calculation must be
appropriated from state funds in the General Appropriations Act
to the charter school.

d. Capital outlay funding for a charter school sponsored

by a state university or Florida College System institution

pursuant to paragraph

5 a 1o At nrman Al e LT Argo e pna ] 40T (g
o O M e T O T rOW S ittt TP Ty

+h sz e 1 7 Ao nenszatroad Ad oyt g Aty g T ] o A ndaoar o
cCrrC— XTIl oot towao T oV o Tt oot ooy Mt rtagC—antaCT—S
1011 77 (D) ;7 QO o~~~ ~NAnt £ +1h TR R Y AN PPANENEV S P T R N N za] ESWNEVS
TU LT T T \Z ) OY O— P Tttt Or—cnC—CorrCitc yCot oS taoxXxaoTrC—vartuatc TtOT
a~h 1 v~ £ +h A1 ot g ~+ 2 o Al N ooty o~k 1 1o
S CHO0T—pPurpost o O it Orscr Tt oI wirrCit— S Crar cCSCIrioo0T— =5
locoat+rade A-1x70 A +h roacirl4+ ey + 4 + o+ o] Fa11 1 0 exrira szl A+
TOCO Tt O vIOC—CcriiC— o ourtc Oy ciiC—cotaorr o+ T CuTrvarCIitt
atarAdAarnt Aol 4o N BT T B I~V B TR 2 roacirl4+ ey + 4 £a71 1 o+ 0
S TCoOCTIcMCitioC TSPy ot tarcrpTy Ccitfc tooSurtc Oy ot TtourT— cIic

in the General

and shall be appropriated from state funds

Appropriations Act.

(19) CAPITAL OUTLAY FUNDING.—Charter schools sponsored by

outlay funds pursuant

a school district are eligible for capital
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Section 28. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
1011.01, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1011.01 Budget system established.—

1383
1384
1385
1386
1387
1388
1389
1390
1391
1392
1393
1394
1395
1396
1397
1398
1399
1400

(3) (a)

System institution board of trustees shall prepare,

budget. Operating budgets shall be prepared and submitted

accordance with the provisions of law, rules of the State

alh

+rq ~ o 1 T <N 2 73 n
S e S S B 7 e T T

a3 o
\> =)

Each district school board and each Florida College
adopt,

submit to the Commissioner of Education an annual operating

of Education, and the General Appropriations Act—and—fer

ENEPS 74 o9 o
PTEOVTETSTOoTS—=—

and

in

Board

£ o
F S

200065,
Section 29.

Florida Statutes,

amended, to read:

Subsections (4) and (5) of section 1011.
are renumbered as subsections (3) and (4),

respectively, and present subsection (3) of that section is

02,

Section 30.
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1401 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1402 1011.03 Public hearings; budget to be submitted to

1403| Department of Education.—

1404 (1) Each district school board shall cause a summary of
1405 its tentative budget+—inetuding the proposedmillage tevies—as
1406| preovided—for by taws to be posted on the district's official
1407| website or on a publicly accessible website as provided in s.
1408 50.0311.

1409 (3) The board shall hold public hearings to adopt

1410 tentative and final budgets in the same manner as hearings under

1411| pursvwant—*te s. 200.065. The hearings shall be primarily for the

1412| purpose of hearing requests and complaints from the public

1413| regarding the budgets and the—proposed—tax—tevies—and for
1414 explaining the budget and proposed or adopted amendments

1415 thereto, if any. The tentative budget must be posted on the
1416| district's official website at least 2 days before the budget

1417| hearing keld—pursvant—teo—s—200-065—-er—other—Jdaw. The final

1418 adopted budget must be posted on the district's official website
1419| within 30 days after adoption. The board shall require the

1420 superintendent to transmit the adopted budget to the Department
1421 of Education as prescribed by law and rules of the State Board
1422 of Education.

1423 Section 31. Subsections (7) through (15), (17), (18), and
1424 (19) of section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as
1425 subsections (4) through (12), (13), (14), and (15),
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1426 respectively, and paragraphs (d) and (h) of subsection (1),
1427 subsections (4), (5), and (6), present subsections (10), (11),
1428 (15), and (16) , and paragraph (b) of present subsection (19) of
1429 that section are amended, to read:

1430 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
1431 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
1432| district for operation of schools is not determined in the

1433| annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
1434 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as

1435 follows:

1436 (1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASE FLORIDA EDUCATION FINANCE
1437 PROGRAM.—The following procedure shall be followed in

1438 determining the base Florida Education Finance Program funds for
1439| each district:

1440 (d) Funding model for exceptional student education

1441| programs.—The funding model for exceptional student education
1442| programs shall include all of the following:

1443 1. For programs for exceptional students in support levels
1444 IV and V as established in paragraph (c), the funding model
1445 shall include program cost factors.

1446 a. Exceptional education cost factors are determined by
1447| wusing a matrix of services to document the services that each
1448 support level IV and support level V exceptional student will
1449 receive. The nature and intensity of the services indicated on

1450 the matrix shall be consistent with the services described in
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1451| each exceptional student's individual educational plan.

1452 b. In order to generate funds using one of the two

1453 weighted cost factors, a matrix of services must be completed at
1454 the time of the student's initial placement into an exceptional
1455 student education program and at least once every 3 years by
1456| personnel who have received approved training. Nothing listed in
1457 the matrix shall be construed as limiting the services a school
1458 district must provide in order to ensure that exceptional

1459 students are provided a free, appropriate public education.

1460 2. For students identified as exceptional in accordance
14061 with chapter 6A-6, Florida Administrative Code, who do not have
1462 a matrix of services as specified in subparagraph 1. and for
1463 students who are gifted in grades kindergarten through 8, the
1464 funding model shall include the funds generated on the basis of
1465 full-time equivalent student membership in the Florida Education
1466 Finance Program at the same funding level per student as

1467| provided for a basic student and additional funds provided by

1468 the exceptional student education guaranteed allocation

1469| established pursuant to subsection (5) +84.
1470 (h) Small, isolated schools.—Districts thatdewy—the
1471

sursuant £

1472 capttatl—evtlay purposes—teviedpursuant s—30+H "2+ may
1473 calculate full-time equivalent students for small, isolated
1474 district-operated schools by multiplying the number of

1475| unweighted full-time equivalent students times 2.75. The
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following schools may be considered small, isolated schools

under this paragraph:
1. A high school that is located at least 28 miles by the

shortest route from another high school; has been serving

students primarily in basic studies provided by sub-

subparagraphs (c)l.b. and c¢. and may include subparagraph (c)4.;

and has a membership of at least 28, but no more than 100,
students in grades 9 through 12; or

2. A district elementary school with a grade configuration
of kindergarten through grade 5, but which may also include

prekindergarten, grade 6, grade 7, or grade 8, that is located

at least 35 miles by the shortest route from another elementary
has been serving students primarily

(c)l.a. and b.

school within the district;
in basic studies provided by sub-subparagraphs
and may include subparagraph (c)4.; has a student population in
which 75 percent or greater of students are eligible for free

and reduced-price school lunch; and has a membership of at least
28, but no more than 100, students.

+4—COMPUTATION—OF DISTRICT REQUIREDLOCALEFFORT-——The
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1751 installations, National Aeronautics and Space Administration
1752 (NASA) real property, and Indian lands. To be eligible for this
1753 supplement, the district must be eligible for federal Impact Aid
1754 Program funds under s. 8003 of Title VIII of the Elementary and
1755 Secondary Education Act of 1965. The supplement shall be

1756| allocated annually to each eligible school district in the
1757| General Appropriations Act. Fhesupptementshatl bethe sumof
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1759 (a) The supplement stude at+en shall be calculated

1760| based on the number of students reported for federal Impact Aid
1761 Program funds, including students with disabilities, who meet
1762 one of the following criteria:

1763 1. The student has a parent who is on active duty in the
1764 uniformed services or is an accredited foreign government

1765| official and military officer. Students with disabilities shall
1766 also be reported separately for this category.

1767 2. The student resides on eligible federally owned Indian
1768 land. Students with disabilities shall also be reported

1769 separately for this category.

1770 3. The student resides with a civilian parent who lives or
1771 works on eligible federal property connected with a military
1772 installation or NASA. The number of these students shall be
1773| multiplied by a factor of 0.5.

1774 (b) The total number of federally connected students

1775 calculated under paragraph (a) shall be multiplied by a
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1776| percentage of the base student allocation as provided in the
1777| General Appropriations Act. The total of the number of students
1778 with disabilities as reported separately under subparagraphs
1779 (a)l. and 2. shall be multiplied by an additional percentage of
1780 the base student allocation as provided in the General

1781| Appropriations Act. The base amount and the amount for students
1782| with disabilities shall be summed to provide the student

1783| allocation.

1784 () Th MmN~~~y T 1 ot o n a1 I o] + + 1
\ R [ N o ) ) CAClthJL, tJ_L\JtJC.L l—_y OO CTTOCIUIT [ < = == 1T C\-iLALALL -y T
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1789 (c)4e The amount allocated for each eligible school

1790 district shall be recalculated during the year based on actual
1791 full-time equivalent student membership, as amended, from the
1792| most recent February survey and the tax-exempt valuation from
1793| the most recent assessment roll.

1794 (8) 4+ QUALITY ASSURANCE GUARANTEE.—The Legislature may
1795 annually in the General Appropriations Act determine a

1796| percentage increase in funds per kindergarten through grade 12
1797| unweighted full-time equivalent student as a minimum guarantee
1798 to each school district. The guarantee shall be calculated from

1799| prior year base funding per unweighted full-time equivalent

1800 student which shall include the adjusted full-time equivalent
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1801| dollars as provided in subsection (12) and 435+ quality
1802| guarantee funds—and—actuatronveoted—diseretionary tocat—effort

1803| <£xem—taxes. From the base funding per unweighted full-time

1804 equivalent student, the increase shall be calculated for the
1805 current year. The current year funds from which the guarantee
1806| shall be determined shall include the adjusted full-time

1807| equivalent dollars as provided in subsection (12) A+5)——and

££

+ £
C L L OT

+ o o A
1T CTIZE T T o

1808| peotentialrnonveoteddiseretionary toecal—effor
1809| comparison of current year funds per unweighted full-time

1810 equivalent student to prior year funds per unweighted full-time
1811| equivalent student shall be computed. For those school districts
1812| which have less than the legislatively assigned percentage

1813 increase, funds shall be provided to guarantee the assigned

1814| percentage increase in funds per unweighted full-time equivalent
1815 student. Should appropriated funds be less than the sum of this
1816 calculated amount for all districts, the commissioner shall

1817| prorate each district's allocation. This provision shall be

1818 implemented to the extent specifically funded.

1819 (12)4+5)» TOTAL ALLOCATION OF STATE FUNDS TO EACH

1820 DISTRICT.—The total annual state allocation to each district for
1821 current operation for the Florida Education Finance Program

1822 shall be distributed to districts pursuant to s. 1011.66 and
1823| based on the results of the full-time equivalent membership

1824 surveys established in paragraph (1) (a).

1825 (a) When the Florida Education Finance Program allocation
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is recalculated, if the gross state Florida Education Finance
Program funds are not sufficient to pay the state requirement in
full, the department shall prorate the available state funds to
each district in the following manner:

1. To calculate the gross state and local Florida
Education Finance Program funding, add the base Florida

Education Finance Program and the categorical funds, except for

()}

the categorical funding provided in subseetion—{+6)—and sS.

1011.685.

H

2.3+ To determine the amount that must be prorated among
all school districts, subtract the gross state Florida Education
Finance Program and any prior year adjustments pursuant to
paragraph (b) from the corresponding amount of state funds
appropriated in the General Appropriations Act.

3.4+ Each school district's amount of the proration is
calculated based on its proportionate share of the gross state
and local Florida Education Finance Program funding.

(b) The amount thus obtained shall be the net annual
allocation to each school district. However, if it is determined
that any school district received an under allocation or over

allocation for any prior year because of an arithmetical error,
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(15)++5%)> EDUCATIONAL ENROLLMENT STABILIZATION PROGRAM.—

(b) The Legislature shall annually appropriate funds in
the General Appropriations Act to the Department of Education
for this program in an amount necessary to maintain a projected
minimum balance of $250 million at the beginning of the upcoming
fiscal year. The Department of Education shall use funds as
appropriated to ensure that based on each recalculation of the
Florida Education Finance Program pursuant to paragraph (1) (a),
a school district's funds per unweighted full-time equivalent

student are not less than the greater of either the school

district's funds per unweighted full-time equivalent student as

H-

appropriated in the General Appropriations Act er—theseheoo

!

Al atra At la £ A o~ an Aot ahtad £4-7 7 4+ 0 exrraszalant ot Aot oo
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H

Section 32. Subsection (2) of section 1011.69, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1011.69 Equity in School-Level Funding Act.—

(2) District school boards shall allocate to schools
within the district an average of 90 percent of the funds

generated by all schools and guarantee that each school receives
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1926| at least 80 percent, except schools participating in the
1927 Principal Autonomy Program Initiative under s. 1011.6202 are
1928| guaranteed to receive at least 90 percent, of the funds

1929| generated by that school based upon the Florida Education
1930| Finance Program as provided in s. 1011.62 and the General

1931| Appropriations Act, including gross state and local funds ands

1932 discretionary lottery funds—and—funds—freomthe schoot

1933 dHstrietls—eurrentoperating diseretionary wmittage—Ttevy. Total
1934 funding for each school shall be recalculated during the year to
1935| reflect the revised calculations under the Florida Education
1936| Finance Program by the state and the actual weighted full-time
1937 equivalent students reported by the school during the full-time
1938 equivalent student survey periods designated by the Commissioner
1939| of Education. If the district school board is providing programs
1940 or services to students funded by federal funds, any eligible
1941 students enrolled in the schools in the district shall be

1942| provided federal funds.

1943 Section 33. Section 1011.71, Florida Statutes, is

1944 repealed.
1945 Section 34. Section 1011.715, Florida Statutes, 1is

1946 repealed.
1947 Section 35. Section 1011.72, Florida Statutes, is

1948 repealed.
1949 Section 36. Section 1011.73, Florida Statutes, is

1950 repealed.
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Section 37. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (2) and
paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 1013.15, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

1013.15 Lease, rental, and lease-purchase of educational
plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites.—

(2) (a) A district school board may rent or lease

educational plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities

and sites as defined in s. 1013.01. Edueationalplantss

2+ A lease contract for 1 year or less, when extended

or renewed beyond a year, becomes a multiple-year lease.

B
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A
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muttipte—year—Feases— All leased educational plants, ancillary
plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites must be inspected
before occupancy by the authority having jurisdiction.

1. All newly leased spaces must be inspected and brought
into compliance with the Florida Building Code pursuant to
chapter 553 and the life safety codes pursuant to chapter 633,
before occupancy, using the board's operations budget er—funds

Adoraxza~ £~y 0 T 7 o~ nrae ARSI LT RN _N o 10711 771 (D0
ST v O T oM M rragC—pPprottCts—pPparsuaitc —co—S— T O LT LT 7 T \Z/ »

2. Plans for renovation or remodeling of leased space

shall conform to the Florida Building Code and the Florida Fire
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1976| Prevention Code for educational occupancies or other

1977 occupancies, as appropriate and as required in chapters 553 and
1978 633, before occupancy.

1979 3. All leased facilities must be inspected annually for
1980 firesafety deficiencies in accordance with the applicable code
1981 and have corrections made in accordance with s. 1013.12.

1982| Operational funds er—funds—derived—frommiltlageproceeds

1983| purswanrt—te—s-—301+-7+{2> may be used to correct deficiencies in

1984 leased space.

1985 4. When the board declares that a public emergency exists,
1986 it may take up to 30 days to bring the leased facility into

1987 compliance with the requirements of State Board of Education
1988 rules.

1989 (c)1. The term of any lease-purchase agreement, including
1990 the initial term and any subsequent renewals, shall not exceed
1991 the useful life of the educational facilities and sites for

1992 which the agreement is made, or 30 years, whichever is less.
1993 2. The initial term or any renewal term of any lease-

1994| purchase agreement shall expire on June 30 of each fiscal year,
1995| Dbut may be automatically renewed annually, subject to a board
1996| making sufficient annual appropriations therefor. Under no

1997 circumstances shall the failure of a board to renew a lease-
1998| purchase agreement constitute a default or require payment of
1999| any penalty or in any way limit the right of a board to purchase

2000 or utilize educational plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary
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2001 facilities and sites similar in function to the educational

2002| plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities and sites
2003 that are the subject of the said lease-purchase agreement.

2004| Educational plants, ancillary plants, and auxiliary facilities
2005 and sites being acquired pursuant to a lease-purchase agreement
2006 shall be exempt from ad valorem taxation.

2007 3. No lease-purchase agreement entered into pursuant to
2008 this subsection shall constitute a debt, liability, or

2009 obligation of the state or a board or shall be a pledge of the
2010 faith and credit of the state or a board.

2011 4. Any lease-purchase agreement entered into pursuant to
2012 this subsection shall stipulate an annual rate which may consist
2013| of a principal component and an interest component, provided
2014 that the maximum interest rate of any interest component payable
2015| wunder any such lease-purchase agreement, or any participation or
2016 certificated portion thereof, shall be calculated in accordance
2017| with and be governed by the provisions of s. 215.84.

2018 (4) (a) A board may rent or lease existing buildings, or
2019 space within existing buildings, originally constructed or used
2020 for purposes other than education, for conversion to use as

2021 educational facilities. Such buildings rented or leased for 1
2022 year or less shall be funded through the operations budget e

2023 funds—derived—frommittage pursgant—+teo—s—303+-"7+2}. A rental

2024 agreement or lease contract for 1 year or less, when extended or

2025 renewed beyond a year, becomes a multiple-year rental or lease.
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2026| Operational funds er—funds—derived—frommillageproceeds

2027| pursvent—teo—s—31011+-42> may be authorized to be expended for

2028| multiple-year rentals or leases. Notwithstanding any other
2029 provisions of this section, if a building was constructed in
2030| conformance with all applicable building and life safety codes,
2031 it shall be deemed to meet the requirements for use and

2032 occupancy as an educational facility subject only to the

2033| provisions of this subsection.

2034 Section 38. Subsections (4) through (7) of section

2035 1013.62, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (3)
2036 through (6), respectively, and subsection (1) and present

2037 subsection (3) of that section are amended, to read:

2038 1013.62 Charter schools capital outlay funding.—

2039 (1) Charter school capital outlay funding shall consist of

2040 state funds when such funds are appropriated in the General

2041| Appropriations Act and—revenuve—resulttingfrom—thediseretionary
2042 mittage—auvthorizeddn—s—30++-F+H2.
2043 (a) To be eligible to receive capital outlay funds, a

2044 charter school must:

2045 l.a. Have been in operation for 2 or more years;

2046 b. Be governed by a governing board established in the
2047 state for 2 or more years which operates both charter schools
2048 and conversion charter schools within the state;

2049 c. Be an expanded feeder chain of a charter school within

2050 the same school district that is currently receiving charter
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2051 school capital outlay funds;

2052 d. Have been accredited by a regional accrediting

2053| association as defined by State Board of Education rule;

2054 e. Serve students in facilities that are provided by a
2055| business partner for a charter school-in-the-workplace pursuant
2056| to s. 1002.33(15) (b); or

2057 f. Be operated by a hope operator pursuant to s. 1002.333.
2058 2. Have an annual audit that does not reveal any of the
2059 financial emergency conditions provided in s. 218.503(1) for the
2060| most recent fiscal year for which such audit results are

2061| available.

2062 3. Have not earned two consecutive grades of "F," three
2063 consecutive grades below a "C," or two consecutive school

2064 improvement ratings of "Unsatisfactory."

2065 4. Have received final approval from its sponsor pursuant
2066 to s. 1002.33 for operation during that fiscal year.

2067 5. Serve students in facilities that are not provided by
2068 the charter school's sponsor.

2069 6. Attest in writing to the department that if the charter
2070 school is nonrenewed or terminated, any unencumbered funds and
2071 all equipment and property purchased with public funds shall
2072| revert pursuant to subsection (4) 5.

2073 (b) A charter school is not eligible to receive capital
2074 outlay funds if:

2075 1. It was created by the conversion of a public school and
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operates in facilities provided by the charter school's sponsor

for a nominal fee, or at no charge, or if it is directly or
indirectly operated by the school district;
school that

2. It is a developmental research (laboratory)

receives state funding for capital improvement purposes pursuant
to s. 1002.32(9) (d);
3. A member of the governing board,

440.13(1) (b),

or his or her family
member as defined in s. has an interest in or is
an employee of the lessor,

1002.33(15); or

excluding charter schools operating
pursuant to s.

4. It is a Florida College System institution or state
university sponsored charter school that receives state funding
for capital improvement purposes pursuant to s.

1002.33(17) (b)2.d.

(2 T +1h a~h 1 breanrA 1 ~Axra o+ A1 amrata Aoy a7 7 o~
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eligible for a district effort recognition grant based upon
participation in any of the following:

(a) The district levies a half-cent school capital outlay
surtax authorized in s. 212.055(6).

(b) The district participates in the levy of the local
government infrastructure sales surtax authorized in s.

212.055(2) .
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(3) DISTRICT EFFORT RECOGNITION PROGRAM.—The department
shall annually calculate a district effort amount for each
district by September 1 after each fiscal year. The total amount
of revenue for the prior year from each revenue levied as
described in subsection (2) shall be divided by the number of
months for which revenue was received and multiplied by the
number of authorized months remaining in each voter referendum.
The amount so determined for each revenue levied shall be
totaled. The Department of Revenue shall report the amount of
voter—-approved revenue described in paragraphs (2) (a) and (b).
The district shall report the amount of revenue described in
paragraph (2) (b) identified for district fixed capital outlay in

the prior fiscal year. FTeo—determinethe amountof revenuetevied
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2176| bond—series—anddate—-of maturity+- The total of annual debt

2177 service to maturity remaining as of July 1 of each year shall be
2178 added to the other revenues levied pursuant to paragraphs (2) (a)
2179] and (b) in determining the total district effort amount. Only
2180 the amount of voter-approved revenue described in paragraph
2181 (2) (b) which has been identified for district fixed capital
2182| outlay from the prior fiscal year shall be used in the

2183| calculation.

2184 Section 40. Section 1011.19, Florida Statutes, is amended
2185| to read:

2186 1011.19 Sources of district school fund.—The district

2187 school fund shall consist of funds derived from the—distriet

2188 sehoot—tax—tevys state appropriations; appropriations by county
2189 commissioners; local, state, and federal school food service
2190 funds; any and all other sources for school purposes; national
2191 forest trust funds and other federal sources; and gifts and
2192 other sources.

2193 Section 41. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
2194 192.0105, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

2195 192.0105 Taxpayer rights.—There is created a Florida

2196 Taxpayer's Bill of Rights for property taxes and assessments to
2197 guarantee that the rights, privacy, and property of the

2198 taxpayers of this state are adequately safeguarded and protected
2199 during tax levy, assessment, collection, and enforcement

2200| processes administered under the revenue laws of this state. The
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2201| Taxpayer's Bill of Rights compiles, in one document, brief but
2202| comprehensive statements that summarize the rights and

2203| obligations of the property appraisers, tax collectors, clerks
2204 of the court, local governing boards, the Department of Revenue,
2205| and taxpayers. Additional rights afforded to payors of taxes and
2206 assessments imposed under the revenue laws of this state are
2207| provided in s. 213.015. The rights afforded taxpayers to assure
2208 that their privacy and property are safeguarded and protected
2209| during tax levy, assessment, and collection are available only
2210 insofar as they are implemented in other parts of the Florida
2211 Statutes or rules of the Department of Revenue. The rights so
2212 guaranteed to state taxpayers in the Florida Statutes and the
2213| departmental rules include:

2214 (1) THE RIGHT TO KNOW.—

2215 (a) The right to be sent a notice of proposed property
2216 taxes and proposed or adopted non-ad valorem assessments (see
2217 ss. 194.011(1), 200.065(2) (b) and (d) and (12) (a) &+3+=), and
2218 200.069). The notice must also inform the taxpayer that the

2219| final tax bill may contain additional non-ad valorem assessments
2220 (see s. 200.069(9)) .

2221
2222| Notwithstanding the right to information contained in this

2223 subsection, under s. 197.122 property owners are held to know
2224 that property taxes are due and payable annually and are charged

2225 with a duty to ascertain the amount of current and delinquent
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2226| taxes and obtain the necessary information from the applicable
2227| governmental officials.

2228 Section 42. Subsection (5) of section 193.1142, Florida
2229 Statutes, is amended to read:

2230 193.1142 Approval of assessment rolls.—

2231 (5) Whenever an assessment roll submitted to the

2232| department is returned to the property appraiser for additional
2233 evaluation, a review notice shall be issued for the express
2234| purpose of the adjustment provided in s. 200.065(10) ==

2235| 26066511,

2236 Section 43. Subsection (3) of section 197.363, Florida

2237 Statutes, is amended to read:

2238 197.363 Special assessments and service charges; optional
2239| method of collection.—

2240 (3) When collected by using the method provided for ad
2241 valorem taxes, special assessments shall be subject to all

2242 collection provisions of this chapter, including provisions

2243 relating to discount for early payment, prepayment by

2244 installment method, penalty for delingquent payment, and issuance
2245 of tax certificates and tax deeds for nonpayment, and shall also
2246| be subject to the provisions of s. 192.091(2) (b) 5=

2247 F92-H081H2 2.

2248 Section 44. Paragraph (c) of subsection (8) of section

2249 197.3632, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

2250 197.3632 Uniform method for the levy, collection, and
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2251 enforcement of non-ad valorem assessments.—
2252 (8)

2253 (c) Non-ad valorem assessments shall also be subject to

2254 the provisions of s. 192.091 (2) s+—392-089+2r+b), or the tax

2255 collector at his or her option shall be compensated for the
2256 collection of non-ad valorem assessments based on the actual
2257| cost of collection, whichever is greater. However, a municipal
2258 or county government shall only compensate the tax collector for
2259 the actual cost of collecting non-ad valorem assessments.

2260 Section 45. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) and paragraph
2261 (c) of subsection (6) of section 212.055, Florida Statutes, are
2262| amended to read:

2263 212.055 Discretionary sales surtaxes; legislative intent;
2264 authorization and use of proceeds.—It is the legislative intent
2265 that any authorization for imposition of a discretionary sales
2266 surtax shall be published in the Florida Statutes as a

2267 subsection of this section, irrespective of the duration of the
2268 levy. Each enactment shall specify the types of counties

2269 authorized to levy; the rate or rates which may be imposed; the
2270 maximum length of time the surtax may be imposed, if any; the
2271| procedure which must be followed to secure voter approval, if
2272 required; the purpose for which the proceeds may be expended;
2273 and such other requirements as the Legislature may provide.
2274 Taxable transactions and administrative procedures shall be as

22°75| provided in s. 212.054.

Page 91 of 135

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb789-00



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 789 2026

2276 (2) LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX.—

2277 (d) The proceeds of the surtax authorized by this

2278 subsection and any accrued interest shall be expended by the
2279 school district, within the county and municipalities within the
2280 county, or, in the case of a negotiated joint county agreement,
2281 within another county, to finance, plan, and construct

2282 infrastructure; to acquire any interest in land for public

2283 recreation, conservation, or protection of natural resources or
2284 to prevent or satisfy private property rights claims resulting
2285 from limitations imposed by the designation of an area of

2286 critical state concern; to provide loans, grants, or rebates to
2287 residential or commercial property owners who make energy

2288| efficiency improvements to their residential or commercial

2289| property, if a local government ordinance authorizing such use
2290 is approved by referendum; or to finance the closure of county-
2291 owned or municipally owned solid waste landfills that have been
2292 closed or are required to be closed by order of the Department
2293 of Environmental Protection. Any use of the proceeds or interest
2294 for purposes of landfill closure before July 1, 1993, is

2295 ratified. The proceeds and any interest may not be used for the
2296 operational expenses of infrastructure, except that a county
2297 that has a population of fewer than 75,000 and that is required
2298 to close a landfill may use the proceeds or interest for long-
2299 term maintenance costs associated with landfill closure.

2300 Counties, as defined in s. 125.011, and charter counties may, in
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2301 addition, use the proceeds or interest to retire or service
2302 indebtedness incurred for bonds issued before July 1, 1987, for
2303 infrastructure purposes, and for bonds subsequently issued to
2304 refund such bonds. Any use of the proceeds or interest for

2305| purposes of retiring or servicing indebtedness incurred for

2306 refunding bonds before July 1, 1999, is ratified.

2307 1. For the purposes of this paragraph, the term
2308 "infrastructure" means:
2309 a. Any fixed capital expenditure or fixed capital outlay

2310 associated with the construction, reconstruction, or improvement
2311 of public facilities that have a life expectancy of 5 or more
2312 years, any related land acquisition, land improvement, design,
2313 and engineering costs, and all other professional and related
2314 costs required to bring the public facilities into service. For
2315| purposes of this sub-subparagraph, the term "public facilities"
2316 means facilities as defined in s. 163.3164(41), s. 163.3221(13),
2317 or s. 189.012(5), and includes facilities that are necessary to
2318 carry out governmental purposes, including, but not limited to,
2319 fire stations, general governmental office buildings, and animal
2320 shelters, regardless of whether the facilities are owned by the
2321 local taxing authority or another governmental entity.

2322 b. A fire department vehicle, an emergency medical service
2323| wvehicle, a sheriff's office vehicle, a police department

2324 vehicle, or any other vehicle, and the equipment necessary to

2325 outfit the vehicle for its official use or equipment that has a
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2326 life expectancy of at least 5 years.

2327 c. Any expenditure for the construction, lease, or

2328| maintenance of, or provision of utilities or security for,

2329 facilities, as defined in s. 29.008.

2330 d. Any fixed capital expenditure or fixed capital outlay
2331| associated with the improvement of private facilities that have
2332 a life expectancy of 5 or more years and that the owner agrees
2333 to make available for use on a temporary basis as needed by a
2334 local government as a public emergency shelter or a staging area
2335 for emergency response equipment during an emergency officially
2336| declared by the state or by the local government under s.

2337 252.38. Such improvements are limited to those necessary to
2338 comply with current standards for public emergency evacuation
2339| shelters. The owner must enter into a written contract with the
2340 local government providing the improvement funding to make the
2341| private facility available to the public for purposes of

2342| emergency shelter at no cost to the local government for a

2343] minimum of 10 years after completion of the improvement, with
2344 the provision that the obligation will transfer to any

2345 subsequent owner until the end of the minimum period.

2346 e. Any land acquisition expenditure for a residential
2347| housing project in which at least 30 percent of the units are
2348 affordable to individuals or families whose total annual

2349| household income does not exceed 120 percent of the area median

2350 income adjusted for household size, if the land is owned by a
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2351 local government or by a special district that enters into a
2352 written agreement with the local government to provide such
2353| housing. The local government or special district may enter into
2354 a ground lease with a public or private person or entity for
2355| nominal or other consideration for the construction of the

2356| residential housing project on land acquired pursuant to this
2357 sub-subparagraph.

2358 f. Instructional technology used solely in a school

2359| district's classrooms. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the
2360 term "instructional technology" means an interactive device that
2361 assists a teacher in instructing a class or a group of students
2362 and includes the necessary hardware and software to operate the
2363 interactive device. The term also includes support systems in
2364| which an interactive device may mount and is not required to be
2365| affixed to the facilities.

2366 2. For the purposes of this paragraph, the term "energy
2367 efficiency improvement" means any energy conservation and

2368 efficiency improvement that reduces consumption through

2369 conservation or a more efficient use of electricity, natural
2370 gas, propane, or other forms of energy on the property,

2371 including, but not limited to, air sealing; installation of
2372 insulation; installation of energy-efficient heating, cooling,
2373| or ventilation systems; installation of solar panels; building
2374| modifications to increase the use of daylight or shade;

2375 replacement of windows; installation of energy controls or
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2376| energy recovery systems; installation of electric wvehicle

2377 charging equipment; installation of systems for natural gas fuel
2378 as defined in s. 206.9951; and installation of efficient

2379 lighting equipment.

2380 3. Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection,
2381 a local government infrastructure surtax imposed or extended
2382 after July 1, 1998, may allocate up to 15 percent of the surtax
2383| proceeds for deposit into a trust fund within the county's

2384 accounts created for the purpose of funding economic development
2385| projects having a general public purpose of improving local

2386| economies, including the funding of operational costs and

2387 incentives related to economic development. The ballot statement
2388| must indicate the intention to make an allocation under the

2389| authority of this subparagraph.

2390 4. Surtax revenues that are shared with eligible charter
2391 schools pursuant to paragraph (c) shall be allocated among such
2392 schools based on each school's proportionate share of total

2393 school district capital outlay full-time equivalent enrollment
2394 as adopted by the education estimating conference established in
2395 s. 216.136. Surtax revenues must be expended by the charter

2396 school in a manner consistent with the allowable uses provided

2397 in s. 1013.62(3) s+—3+63+3-6244). All revenues and expenditures

2398 shall be accounted for in a charter school's monthly or
2399| quarterly financial statement pursuant to s. 1002.33(9). If a

2400 school's charter is not renewed or i1s terminated and the school
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2401| 41is dissolved under the provisions of law under which the school
2402| was organized, any unencumbered funds received under this

2403| paragraph shall revert to the sponsor.

2404 (6) SCHOOL CAPITAL OUTLAY SURTAX.—

2405 (c) The resolution providing for the imposition of the
2406 surtax must set forth a plan for use of the surtax proceeds for
2407 fixed capital expenditures or fixed capital costs associated
2408 with the construction, reconstruction, or improvement of school
2409 facilities and campuses which have a useful life expectancy of 5
2410 or more years, and any land acquisition, land improvement,

2411 design, and engineering costs related thereto, or any purchase,
2412 lease-purchase, lease, or maintenance of school buses, as

2413 defined in s. 1006.25, which have a life expectancy of 5 years
2414 or more. Additionally, the plan shall include the costs of

2415 retrofitting and providing for technology implementation,

2416 including hardware and software, for the various sites within
2417 the school district. Surtax revenues may be used to service bond
2418 indebtedness to finance projects authorized by this subsection,
2419| and any interest accrued thereto may be held in trust to finance
2420 such projects. Neither the proceeds of the surtax nor any

2421 interest accrued thereto shall be used for operational expenses.
2422 Surtax revenues shared with charter schools shall be shared

2423| based on their proportionate share of total school district

2424 capital outlay full-time equivalent enrollment as adopted by the

2425 education estimating conference established in s. 216.136 and
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2426| expended by the charter school in a manner consistent with the

2427 allowable uses set forth in s. 1013.62(3) s—3+6343-624). All

2428 revenues and expenditures shall be accounted for in a charter
2429| school's monthly or quarterly financial statement pursuant to s.
2430 1002.33(9). The eligibility of a charter school to receive funds
2431| wunder this subsection shall be determined in accordance with s.
2432 1013.62(1). If a school's charter is not renewed or is

2433 terminated and the school is dissolved under the provisions of
2434 law under which the school was organized, any unencumbered funds
2435 received under this subsection shall revert to the sponsor.

2436 Section 46. Subsection (3) of section 218.63, Florida

2437 Statutes, is amended to read:

2438 218.63 Participation requirements.—

2439 (3) A county or municipality may not participate in the
2440 distribution of local government half-cent sales tax revenues
2441 during the 12 months following a determination of noncompliance
2442| Dby the Department of Revenue as provided in s. 200.065(12) (e) s+

2443 280-065-E3Hte).

2444 Section 47. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (3) of
2445 section 373.536, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

2446 373.536 District budget and hearing thereon.—
2447 (3) BUDGET HEARINGS AND WORKSHOPS; NOTICE.-—
2448 (c) The tentative budget shall be adopted in accordance

2449| with the provisions of s. 200.065; however, if the mailing of
2450 the notice of proposed property taxes is delayed beyond
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2451| September 3 in any county in which the district lies, the
2452| district shall advertise its intention to adopt a tentative
2453| budget and millage rate, pursuant to s. 200.065(3) (d) 5=
2454 20006543 )r+tg), in a newspaper of general paid circulation in
2455 that county.

2456 (d) As provided in s. 200.065(2) (d), the board shall

2457| publish one or more notices of its intention to adopt a final
2458| budget for the district for the ensuing fiscal year. The notice
2459 shall appear adjacent to an advertisement that sets forth the
2460 tentative budget in a format meeting the budget summary

2461 requirements of s. 129.03(3) (b). The district shall not include
2462 expenditures of federal special revenues and state special

2463 revenues when preparing the statement required by s.

2464 200.065(3) (j) s+—266-0665(3)r+). The notice and advertisement

2465 shall be published in one or more newspapers having a combined
2466| general paid circulation in each county in which the district
2467 lies. Districts may include explanatory phrases and examples in
2468| budget advertisements published under s. 200.065 to clarify or
2469 illustrate the effect that the district budget may have on ad
2470 valorem taxes.

2471 Section 48. Subsection (6) of section 402.22, Florida
2472 Statutes, is amended to read:

2473 402.22 Education program for students who reside in

2474 residential care facilities operated by the Department of

2475 Children and Families or the Agency for Persons with
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2476| Disabilities.—

2477 (6) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 1001.42(4) (m),
2478 the educational program at the Marianna Sunland Center in

2479 Jackson County shall be operated by the Department of Education,
2480| either directly or through grants or contractual agreements with
2481| other public educational agencies. The annual state allocation

2482 to any such agency shall be computed pursuant to s. 101.62(1),

2483 (2), and (14) s—33t-62Hr+—2)r+—and—+8)> and allocated in the

2484 amount that would have been provided the local school district
2485 in which the residential facility is located.

2486 Section 49. Paragraph (f) of subsection (3) of section
2487 1002.37, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

2488 1002.37 The Florida Virtual School.—

2489 (3) Funding for the Florida Virtual School shall be

2490| provided as follows:

2491 (f) The Florida Virtual School shall receive state funds
2492 for operating purposes as provided in the General Appropriations
2493| Act. The calculation to determine the amount of state funds

2494 includes: the sum of the basic amount for current operations
2495 established in s. 1011.62(1) (n), thediseretionary mitlage

2496
2497
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2498 a per-full-time equivalent share of the exceptional student

2499| education guaranteed allocation established in s. 1011.62(5) s+

2500 30628}, and the mental health assistance allocation
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2501 established in s. 1011.62(10) s—3031-62{13).

2502 Section 50. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (12) of
2503 section 1002.394, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

2504 1002.394 The Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.—
2505 (12) SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING AND PAYMENT.-—
2506 (a)l. The calculated scholarship amount for a

2507| participating student determined eligible pursuant to paragraph
2508 (3) (a) shall be based upon the grade level and school district
2509 in which the student was assigned as 100 percent of the funds
2510| per unweighted full-time equivalent in the Florida Education
2511 Finance Program for a student in the basic program established
2512| pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)l., plus a per—-full-time equivalent
2513 share of funds for the categorical programs established in s.

2514 1011.62 (4) (a) s+—3FE=6245)r+—FH+ta)r—and—36), as funded in the

2515 General Appropriations Act.

2516 2.a. For renewing scholarship students, the organization
2517| must verify the student's continued eligibility to participate
2518 in the scholarship program at least 30 days before each payment.
2519 Upon receiving the verified list of eligible scholarship

2520 students, the department shall release, from state funds only,
2521 the amount calculated pursuant to subparagraph 1. to the

2522 organization for deposit into the student's account in quarterly
2523| payments no later than August 1, November 1, February 1, and
2524 April 1 of each school year in which the scholarship is in

2525 force.
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2526 b. For new scholarship students, the organization must
2527 wverify the student's eligibility to participate in the

2528 scholarship program at least 30 days before each payment. Upon
2529| receiving the verified list of eligible scholarship students,
2530 the department shall release, from state funds only, the amount
2531 calculated pursuant to subparagraph 1. to the organization for
2532| deposit into the student's account in quarterly payments no
2533 later than September 1, November 1, February 1, and April 1 of
2534 each school year in which the scholarship is in force. For a
2535 student exiting a Department of Juvenile Justice commitment
2536| program who chooses to participate in the scholarship program,
2537 the amount calculated pursuant to subparagraph 1. must be

2538 transferred from the school district in which the student last
2539| attended a public school before commitment to the Department of
2540 Juvenile Justice.

2541 c. The department is authorized to release the state funds
2542 contingent upon verification that the organization will comply
2543 with s. 1002.395(6) (1) based upon the organization's submitted
2544 verified list of eligible scholarship students pursuant to s.
2545 1002.395.

2546 3. The initial payment shall be made after the

2547 organization's verification of admission acceptance, and

2548 subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of continued
2549| enrollment and attendance at the participating private school.

2550 Payments for tuition and fees for full-time enrollment shall be

Page 102 of 135

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb789-00



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 789 2026

2551| made within 7 business days after approval by the parent

2552| pursuant to paragraph (10) (a) and the private school pursuant to
2553| paragraph (9) (b). Payment must be by funds transfer or any other
2554| means of payment that the department deems to be commercially
2555| wviable or cost-effective. An organization shall ensure that the
2556| parent has approved a funds transfer before any scholarship

2557 funds are deposited.

2558 4. An organization may not transfer any funds to an

2559 account of a student determined eligible pursuant to paragraph
2560 (3) (a) which has a balance in excess of $24,000.

2561 (b)1. For the 2024-2025 school year, the maximum number of
2562 scholarships funded under paragraph (3) (b) shall be 72,615.

2563| Beginning in the 2025-2026 school year, the maximum number of
2564 scholarships funded under paragraph (3) (b) shall annually

2565 increase by 5 percent of the state's total exceptional student
2566| education full-time equivalent student membership, not including
2567| gifted students. The maximum number of scholarships funded shall
2568 increase by 1 percent of the state's total exceptional student
2569| education full-time equivalent student membership, not including
2570| gifted students, in the school year following any school year in
2571 which the number of scholarships funded exceeds 95 percent of
2572 the number of available scholarships for that school year. An
2573 eligible student who meets any of the following requirements
2574 shall be excluded from the maximum number of students if the

2575 student:
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2576 a. Received specialized instructional services under the
2577| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program pursuant to s.

2578 1002.66 during the previous school year and the student has a
2579| current IEP developed by the district school board in accordance
2580| with rules of the State Board of Education;

2581 b. 1Is a dependent child of a law enforcement officer or a
2582| member of the United States Armed Forces, a foster child, or an
2583| adopted child; or

2584 c. Spent the prior school year in attendance at a Florida
2585| public school or the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.
2586 For purposes of this subparagraph, the term "prior school year
2587 in attendance”" means that the student was enrolled and reported
2588 by:

2589 (I) A school district for funding during either the

2590| preceding October or February full-time equivalent student

2591| membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12, which

2592 includes time spent in a Department of Juvenile Justice

2593| commitment program if funded under the Florida Education Finance
2594 Program;

2595 (IT) The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind during
2596| the preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
2597 membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12;

2598 (ITI) A school district for funding during the preceding
2599| October or February full-time equivalent student membership

2600 surveys, was at least 4 years of age when enrolled and reported,
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2601 and was eligible for services under s. 1003.21(1) (e); or

2602 (IV) Received a John M. McKay Scholarship for Students
2603| with Disabilities in the 2021-2022 school year.

2604 2. For a student who has a Level I to Level III matrix of
2605 services or a diagnosis by a physician or psychologist, the

2606| calculated scholarship amount for a student participating in the
2607| program must be based upon the grade level and school district
2608 in which the student would have been enrolled as the total funds
2609| per unweighted full-time equivalent in the Florida Education
2610 Finance Program for a student in the basic exceptional student
2611 education program pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c) and (d), plus a
2612| per full-time equivalent share of funds for the categorical

2613 programs established in s. 1011.62(4) (a) and (5) s—363H1-62(5)

2614 H—ar+—8)+—and—+6), as funded in the General Appropriations
2615| Act. For the categorical program established in s. 1011.62(5) s+
2616 30+3-62(8), the funds must be allocated based on the school

2617 district's average exceptional student education guaranteed
2618 allocation funds per exceptional student education full-time
2619| equivalent student.

2620 3. For a student with a Level IV or Level V matrix of
2621 services, the calculated scholarship amount must be based upon
2622 the school district to which the student would have been

2623 assigned as the total funds per full-time equivalent for the
2624 Level IV or Level V exceptional student education program

2625 pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)2.a. or b., plus a per-full time

Page 105 of 135

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb789-00



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 789 2026

2626| equivalent share of funds for the categorical programs

2627 established in s. 1011.62(4) (a) s—30HE=625)+—FH+ta)—and—36),

2628 as funded in the General Appropriations Act.

2629 4. For a student who received a Gardiner Scholarship

2630| pursuant to former s. 1002.385 in the 2020-2021 school year, the
2631 amount shall be the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to
2632 subparagraph 2. or the amount the student received for the 2020-
2633 2021 school year.

2634 5. For a student who received a John M. McKay Scholarship
2635 pursuant to former s. 1002.39 in the 2020-2021 school year, the
2636 amount shall be the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to
2637 subparagraph 2. or the amount the student received for the 2020-
2638 2021 school year.

2639 6. The organization must verify the student's eligibility
2640 to participate in the scholarship program at least 30 days

2641 before each payment.

2642 7.a. For renewing scholarship students, upon receiving the
2643| wverified list of eligible scholarship students, the department
2644 shall release, from state funds only, the amount calculated

2645| pursuant to subparagraph 1. to the organization for deposit into
2646 the student's account in quarterly payments no later than August
2647 1, November 1, February 1, and April 1 of each school year in
2648| which the scholarship is in force.

2649 b. For new scholarship students, upon receiving the

2650 verified list of eligible scholarship students, the department
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2651 shall release, from state funds only, the amount calculated
2652| pursuant to subparagraph 1. to the organization for deposit into
2653 the student's account in quarterly payments no later than

2654 September 1, November 1, February 1, and April 1 of each school
2655| vyear in which the scholarship is in force.

2656 8. If a scholarship student is attending an eligible

2657| private school full time, the initial payment shall be made
2658 after the organization's verification of admission acceptance,
2659| and subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of

2660 continued enrollment and attendance at the eligible private
2661 school. Payments for tuition and fees for full-time enrollment
2662 shall be made within 7 business days after approval by the

2663| parent pursuant to paragraph (10) (b) and the private school
2664| pursuant to paragraph (9) (b).

2665 9. Accrued interest in the student's account is in

2606 addition to, and not part of, the awarded funds. Program funds
2667 include both the awarded funds and accrued interest.

2668 10. The organization may develop a system for payment of
2669 benefits by funds transfer, including, but not limited to, debit
2670 cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of payment
2671| which the department deems to be commercially viable or cost-
2672 effective. A student's scholarship award may not be reduced for
2673 debit card or electronic payment fees. Commodities or services
2674 related to the development of such a system must be procured by

2675 competitive solicitation unless they are purchased from a state
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2676 term contract pursuant to s. 287.056.

2677 11. An organization may not transfer any funds to an

2678 account of a student determined to be eligible pursuant to

2679| paragraph (3) (b) which has a balance in excess of $50,000.

2680 12. Moneys received pursuant to this section do not

2681 constitute taxable income to the qualified student or the parent
2682 of the qualified student.

2683 Section 51. Paragraph (b) of subsection (6) of section
2684 1002.45, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

2685 1002.45 Virtual instruction programs.—

2686 (6) VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM AND VIRTUAL CHARTER SCHOOL
2687 FUNDING.—

2688 (b) Students enrolled in a virtual instruction program
2689 shall be funded in the Florida Education Finance Program as

2690| provided in the General Appropriations Act. The calculation to
2691 determine the amount of funds for each student through the

2692 Florida Education Finance Program shall include the sum of the
2693| basic amount for current operations established in s.

2694 1011.62(1) (n) and all categorical programs except for the

2695 categorical programs established in ss. 1011.62(4) and (9),

2696| 1011.68, and 1011.685 ss+—30+t-e2{ ) +—F2)+——and—1+6)+—31H

&Q
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2697| and—3031-685. Students residing outside of the school district
2698 reporting the full-time equivalent virtual student shall be
2699 funded from state funds only.

2700 Section 52. Subsections (2) through (5) of section
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2701 1003.4203, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

2702 1003.4203 Digital materials, CAPE Digital Tool

2703 certificates, CAPE industry certifications, and technical

2704 assistance.—

2705 (2) CAPE DIGITAL TOOL CERTIFICATES.—The department shall
2706| identify, in the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List under
2707 ss. 1003.492 and 1008.44, CAPE Digital Tool certificates that
2708 indicate a student's digital skills. The department shall notify
2709| each school district when the certificates are available. The
2710 certificates shall be made available to all public elementary
2711 grades students. Targeted skills to be mastered for the

2712 certificate include digital skills that are necessary to the
2713 student's academic work and skills the student may need in

2714 future employment. CAPE Digital Tool certificates earned by
2715 students are eligible for additional funding pursuant to s.
2716 1011.62(13) s—30+-62+7.

2717 (3) BASIC CAPE INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS.—

2718 (a) CAPE industry certifications, issued to middle school
2719 and high school students, which do not articulate for college
2720| credit, are eligible for additional funding pursuant to s.

2721 1011.62(13) s+—3+B++-=624++-. Each approved industry certification

27722 must be specifically identified in the CAPE Industry
2723| Certification Funding List as a CAPE Basic Non-articulated
2724 industry certification.

2725 (b) CAPE industry certifications, issued to high school
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2726| students, which articulate for college credit, are eligible for

2727 additional funding pursuant to s. 1011.62(13) s—363+3+-62+H-.

2728| Each approved industry certification must be specifically

2729 identified in the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List as a
2730| CAPE Basic Articulated industry certification.

2731 (4) CAPE ACCELERATION.—Industry certifications that

2732 articulate for 15 or more college credit hours and, if

2733 successfully completed, are eligible for additional funding
2734 pursuant to s. 1011.62(13) s—3+043+-62{++. Each approved

2735 industry certification must be specifically identified in the
2736| CAPE Industry Certification Funding List as a CAPE Acceleration
2737 industry certification.

2738 (5) CAPE PATHWAYS.—Industry certifications issued to high
2739 school students who complete at least three courses and an

2740 industry certification in a single career and technical

2741 education program or program of study and who exit with a

2742 standard high school diploma are eligible for additional funding

2743| pursuant to s. 1011.62(13) s—3+043F-62{++. Each approved

2744 industry certification must be specifically identified in the
2745 CAPE Industry Certification Funding List as a CAPE Pathways
2746| 1industry certification.

2747 Section 53. Subsection (3) of section 1003.4935, Florida
2748 Statutes, is amended to read:

2749 1003.4935 Middle grades career and professional academy

2750 courses and career-themed courses.—
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2751 (3) CAPE industry certifications offered in the middle
2752| grades that are included on the CAPE Industry Certification

2753| Funding List, if earned by students, are eligible for additional

2754 funding pursuant to s. 1011.62(13) s=—3+0+E62417)-.

2755 Section 54. Section 1006.12, Florida Statutes, is amended
2756| to read:

2757 1006.12 Safe-school officers at each public school.—For
2758 the protection and safety of school personnel, property,

2759 students, and visitors, each district school board and school
2760 district superintendent shall partner with law enforcement

2761 agencies or security agencies to establish or assign one or more
2762 safe-school officers at each school facility within the

2763 district, including charter schools. A district school board
2764| must collaborate with charter school governing boards to

2765 facilitate charter school access to all safe-school officer

2766| options available under this section. The school district may
2767 implement any combination of the options in subsections (1)-(4)
2768 to best meet the needs of the school district and charter

2769| schools.

2770 (1) SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER.—A school district may

2771 establish school resource officer programs through a cooperative
2772 agreement with law enforcement agencies.

2773 (a) School resource officers shall undergo criminal

2774| background checks, drug testing, and a psychological evaluation

2775 and be certified law enforcement officers, as defined in s.
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2776 943.10(1), who are employed by a law enforcement agency as

2777 defined in s. 943.10(4). The powers and duties of a law

2778 enforcement officer shall continue throughout the employee's
2779 tenure as a school resource officer.

2780 (b) School resource officers shall abide by district

2781| school board policies and shall consult with and coordinate

2782 activities through the school principal, but shall be

2783 responsible to the law enforcement agency in all matters

2784 relating to employment, subject to agreements between a district
2785 school board and a law enforcement agency. The agreements shall
2786 identify the entity responsible for maintaining records relating
2787 to training. Activities conducted by the school resource officer
2788| which are part of the regular instructional program of the

2789 school shall be under the direction of the school principal.
2790 (2) SCHOOL SAFETY OFFICER.—A school district may

2791 commission one or more school safety officers for the protection
2792 and safety of school personnel, property, and students within
2793 the school district. The district school superintendent may

2794 recommend, and the district school board may appoint, one or
2795| more school safety officers.

2796 (a) School safety officers shall undergo criminal

2797| background checks, drug testing, and a psychological evaluation
2798 and be law enforcement officers, as defined in s. 943.10(1),
2799 certified under chapter 943 and employed by either a law

2800 enforcement agency or by the district school board. If the
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2801| officer is employed by the district school board, the district
2802 school board is the employing agency for purposes of chapter
2803 943, and must comply with that chapter.

2804 (b) A school safety officer has and shall exercise the
2805| power to make arrests for violations of law on district school
2806| board property or on property owned or leased by a charter

2807 school under a charter contract, as applicable, and to arrest
2808 persons, whether on or off such property, who violate any law on
2809| such property under the same conditions that deputy sheriffs are
2810 authorized to make arrests. A school safety officer has the

2811 authority to carry weapons when performing his or her official
2812| duties.

2813 (c) School safety officers must complete mental health
2814 crisis intervention training using a curriculum developed by a
2815 national organization with expertise in mental health crisis
2816 intervention. The training shall improve officers' knowledge and
2817 skills as first responders to incidents involving students with
2818 emotional disturbance or mental illness, including de-escalation
2819 skills to ensure student and officer safety.

2820 (d) A district school board may enter into mutual aid

2821 agreements with one or more law enforcement agencies as provided
2822 in chapter 23. A school safety officer's salary may be paid

2823 jointly by the district school board and the law enforcement
2824 agency, as mutually agreed to.

2825 (3) SCHOOL GUARDIAN.—
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2826 (a) At the school district's or the charter school

2827| governing board's discretion, as applicable, pursuant to s.
2828| 30.15, a school district or charter school governing board may
2829 participate in the Chris Hixon, Coach Aaron Feis, and Coach
2830 Scott Beigel Guardian Program to meet the requirement of

2831| establishing a safe-school officer. The following individuals
2832| may serve as a school guardian, in support of school-sanctioned
2833| activities for purposes of s. 790.115, upon satisfactory

2834 completion of the requirements under s. 30.15(1) (k) and

2835| certification by a sheriff:

2836 1. A school district employee or personnel, as defined
2837 under s. 1012.01, or a charter school employee, as provided
2838 under s. 1002.33(12) (a), who volunteers to serve as a school
2839| guardian in addition to his or her official job duties; or
2840 2. An employee of a school district or a charter school
2841| who is hired for the specific purpose of serving as a school
2842| guardian.

2843 (b) Before appointing an individual as a school guardian,
2844 the school district or charter school shall contact the

2845 Department of Law Enforcement and review all information

2846 maintained under s. 30.15(1) (k)3.c. related to the individual.
2847 (c) The department shall provide to the Department of Law
2848 Enforcement any information relating to a school guardian

2849 received pursuant to subsection (5).

2850 (4) SCHOOL SECURITY GUARD.—A school district or charter

Page 114 of 135

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb789-00



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 789 2026

2851 school governing board may contract with a security agency as
2852 defined in s. 493.6101(18) to employ as a school security guard
2853| an individual who holds a Class "D" and Class "G" license

2854| pursuant to chapter 493, provided the following training and
2855| contractual conditions are met:

2856 (a) An individual who serves as a school security guard,
2857 for purposes of satisfying the requirements of this section,
2858| must:

2859 1. Demonstrate completion of 144 hours of required

2860 training conducted by a sheriff pursuant to s. 30.15(1) (k)2.
2861 2. Pass a psychological evaluation administered by a

2862| psychologist licensed under chapter 490 and designated by the
2863 Department of Law Enforcement and submit the results of the
2864 evaluation to the sheriff's office and school district, charter
2865 school governing board, or employing security agency, as

2866| applicable. The Department of Law Enforcement is authorized to
2867 provide the sheriff's office, school district, charter school
2868 governing board, or employing security agency with mental health
2869| and substance abuse data for compliance with this paragraph.
2870 3. Submit to and pass an initial drug test and subsequent
2871 random drug tests in accordance with the requirements of s.
2872 112.0455 and the sheriff's office, school district, charter
2873 school governing board, or employing security agency, as

2874 applicable.

2875 4. Be approved to work as a school security guard by the
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2876| sheriff of each county in which the school security guard will
2877| be assigned to a school before commencing work at any school in
2878 that county. The sheriff's approval authorizes the security

2879| agency to assign the school security guard to any school in the
2880 county, and the sheriff's approval is not limited to any

2881| particular school.

2882 5. Successfully complete ongoing training, weapon

2883 inspection, and firearm qualification conducted by a sheriff
2884| pursuant to s. 30.15(1) (k)2.e. on at least an annual basis and
2885 provide documentation to the sheriff's office, school district,
2886 charter school governing board, or employing security agency, as
2887 applicable.

2888 (b) The contract between a security agency and a school
2889| district or a charter school governing board regarding

2890 requirements applicable to school security guards serving in the
2891 capacity of a safe-school officer for purposes of satisfying the
2892 requirements of this section shall define the entity or entities
2893| responsible for maintaining records relating to training,

2894 inspection, and firearm qualification.

2895 (c) School security guards serving in the capacity of a
2896 safe-school officer pursuant to this subsection are in support
2897 of school-sanctioned activities for purposes of s. 790.115, and
2898| must aid in the prevention or abatement of active assailant

2899 incidents on school premises.

2900 (d) The Office of Safe Schools shall provide the
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2901| Department of Law Enforcement any information related to a

2902 school security guard that the office receives pursuant to

2903 subsection (5).

2904 (5) NOTIFICATION.—The district school superintendent or
2905| charter school administrator, or a respective designee shall
2906| notify the county sheriff and the Office of Safe Schools

2907| immediately after, but no later than 72 hours after:

2908 (a) A safe-school officer is dismissed for misconduct or
2909 is otherwise disciplined.

2910 (b) A safe-school officer discharges his or her firearm in
2911 the exercise of the safe-school officer's duties, other than for
2912 training purposes.

2913 (6) CRISIS INTERVENTION TRAINING.—Each safe-school officer
2914 who is also a sworn law enforcement officer shall complete

2915| mental health crisis intervention training using a curriculum
2916| developed by a national organization with expertise in mental
2917 health crisis intervention. The training must improve the

2918 officer's knowledge and skills as a first responder to incidents
2919| involving students with emotional disturbance or mental illness,
2920 including de-escalation skills to ensure student and officer
2921 safety.

2922 (7) LIMITATIONS.—An individual must satisfy the background
2923 screening, psychological evaluation, and drug test requirements
2924 and be approved by the sheriff before participating in any

2925 training required by s. 30.15(1) (k), which may be conducted only
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2926| by a sheriff.

2927 (8) EXEMPTION.—Any information that would identify whether
2928 a particular individual has been appointed as a safe-school

2929| officer pursuant to this section held by a law enforcement

2930 agency, school district, or charter school is exempt from s.
2931 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution.

2932
2933 If a district school board, through its adopted policies,

2934 procedures, or actions, denies a charter school access to any
2935 safe-school officer options pursuant to this section, the school
2936| district must assign a school resource officer or school safety
2937 officer to the charter school. Under such circumstances, the
2938 charter school's share of the costs of the school resource

2939 officer or school safety officer may not exceed the safe school
2940 allocation funds provided to the charter school pursuant to s.

2941 1011.62(9) s+—3043-62(+2) and shall be retained by the school

2942| district.

2943 Section 55. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) and paragraph
2944 (b) of subsection (3) of section 1010.20, Florida Statutes, are
2945| amended to read:

2946 1010.20 Cost accounting and reporting for school

2947 districts.—

2948 (2) COST REPORTING.—

2949 (a) Each district shall report on a district-aggregate

2950| basis expenditures for inservice training pursuant to s.
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2951 1011.62(3) and for categorical programs as provided in s.
2952 1011.62(14) s—+o031-6241+8).

2953 (3) PROGRAM EXPENDITURE REQUIREMENTS.—

2954 (b) Funds for inservice training established in s.
2955 1011.62(3) and for categorical programs established in s.
2956 1011.62(14) s=

H-

0H1-62{1+8) shall be expended for the costs of

2957| the identified programs as provided by law and in accordance
2958| with the rules of the State Board of Education.

2959 Section 56. Section 1011.15, Florida Statutes, is amended
2960| to read:

2961 1011.15 Obligations to eliminate major emergency

2962 conditions.—The district school board of any district

2963| experiencing a major emergency condition in an existing school
2964| plant that demands immediate correction in order to prevent

2965 further damage to the building or equipment or to eliminate a
2966| safety hazard that constitutes an immediate danger to the

2967 students and other occupants is authorized to create an

2968 obligation for a period of 1 year by way of anticipation of

2969 revenues for capital outlay purposes accruing on a current basis
2970| without pledging the credit of the district. Such obligation may
2971| be extended from year to year with the consent of the lender for
2972 a period not to exceed 4 years, or for a total of 5 years

2973 including the initial year of the loan. Obligations occurring

2974 under this section may be repaid from funds fe—be—reeceived—FErom

2975 sz St A0 oA N o 1011 771 (D0 A o~y g +heay £ Ao
caoxC o auaciitorrZ2Ct0 Oy S+ Tuxt T /LT \(Z7 A s s 5 4 § S § Ot ——TotsS

L%
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2976| available to the district school board for the purpose under the
2977 following conditions:

2978 (1) DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD TO ADOPT PROPOSAL.—When the
2979| district school board proposes to incur obligations of the

2980| nature authorized in this section, it shall adopt and spread
2981| wupon its minutes a resolution fully describing the emergency
2982 condition outlined above, giving the nature of the obligations
2983 to be incurred, stating the plan of payment, and providing that
2984 such funds will be budgeted during the period of the loan from
2985 the current revenue to retire the obligations maturing during
2986 the year. This plan of payment shall not extend over a period
2987 longer than 1 year.

2988 (2) INTEREST-BEARING NOTES AUTHORIZED.—Each district

2989| school board which has authorized the incurring of the

2990 obligations as provided in this section shall issue interest-
2991| bearing notes for the obligations. The notes shall provide the
2992 terms of payment and shall not bear interest in excess of the
2993| rate authorized in s. 1010.59.

2994 Section 57. Paragraph (b) of subsection (6) of section
2995 1011.18, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

2996 1011.18 School depositories; payments into and withdrawals
2997 from depositories.—

2998 (6) EXEMPTION FOR SELF-INSURANCE PROGRAMS AND THIRD-PARTY
2999 ADMINISTERED EMPLOYEES' FRINGE BENEFIT PROGRAMS.—

3000 (b) The district school board may contract with an
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3001 insurance company or professional administrator who holds a

3002 wvalid certificate of authority issued by the Office of Insurance
3003| Regulation of the Financial Services Commission to provide any
3004 services that a third-party administrator is authorized by law
3005 to perform. Pursuant to such contract, the district school board
3006| may advance or remit money to the administrator to be deposited
3007| in a designated special checking account for paying claims

3008 against the district school board under its self-insurance

3009| programs, and remitting premiums to the providers of insured
3010| benefits on behalf of the district school board and the

3011| participants in such programs, and otherwise fulfilling the

3012 obligations imposed upon the administrator by law and the

3013| contractual agreements between the district school board and the
3014 administrator. The special checking account shall be maintained
3015 in a designated district school depository. The district school
3016| board may replenish such account as often as necessary upon the
3017| presentation by the service organization of documentation for
3018 claims or premiums due paid equal to the amount of the requested
3019| reimbursement. Such replenishment shall be made by a warrant
3020 signed by the chair of the district school board and

3021 countersigned by the district school superintendent. Such

3022 replenishment may be made by electronic, telephonic, or other
3023| medium, and each transfer shall be confirmed in writing and

3024 signed by the district school superintendent or his or her

3025 designee. The provisions of strict accountability of all funds
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3026| and an annual audit by an independent certified public

3027 accountant as provided in s. 1001.42(12) () s=—3+6604-422 k)

3028 apply to this subsection.

3029 Section 58. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
3030 1012.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

3031 1012.22 Public school personnel; powers and duties of the
3032| district school board.—The district school board shall:

3033 (3)

3034 (b) Appearances before the board.—If a district school
3035 superintendent appears before the state board to provide an

3036| wupdate under s. 1011.62(11) (e) s+—3F0EE62{(F4)+{e), the state

3037| board must require that the president of the collective

3038| bargaining unit that represents the school district also must
3039 appear.

3040 Section 59. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2), paragraph (e)
3041 of subsection (3), and paragraph (b) of subsection (6) of

3042 section 1013.64, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

3043 1013.64 Funds for comprehensive educational plant needs;
3044 construction cost maximums for school district capital

3045| projects.—Allocations from the Public Education Capital Outlay
3046| and Debt Service Trust Fund to the various boards for capital
3047 outlay projects shall be determined as follows:

3048 (2) (a) The department shall establish, as a part of the
3049 Public Education Capital Outlay and Debt Service Trust Fund, a

3050 separate account, in an amount determined by the Legislature, to
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be known as the "Special Facility Construction Account." The
Special Facility Construction Account shall be used to provide
necessary construction funds to school districts which have
urgent construction needs but which lack sufficient resources at
present, and cannot reasonably anticipate sufficient resources
within the period of the next 3 years, for these purposes from
currently authorized sources of capital outlay revenue. A school
district requesting funding from the Special Facility
Construction Account shall submit one specific construction
project, not to exceed one complete educational plant, to the
Special Facility Construction Committee. A district may not
receive funding for more than one approved project in any 3-year
period or while any portion of the district's participation
requirement is outstanding. The first year of the 3-year period
shall be the first year a district receives an appropriation.
The department shall encourage a construction program that
reduces the average size of schools in the district. The request
must meet the following criteria to be considered by the
committee:

1. The project must be deemed a critical need and must be
recommended for funding by the Special Facility Construction
Committee. Before developing construction plans for the proposed
facility, the district school board must request a
preapplication review by the Special Facility Construction

Committee or a project review subcommittee convened by the chair
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3076 of the committee to include two representatives of the

3077 department and two staff members from school districts not

3078| eligible to participate in the program. A school district may
3079| request a preapplication review at any time; however, if the
3080| district school board seeks inclusion in the department's next
3081 annual capital outlay legislative budget request, the

3082| preapplication review request must be made before February 1.
3083| Within 90 days after receiving the preapplication review

3084 request, the committee or subcommittee must meet in the school
3085 district to review the project proposal and existing facilities.
3086 To determine whether the proposed project is a critical need,
3087 the committee or subcommittee shall consider, at a minimum, the
3088 capacity of all existing facilities within the district as

3089| determined by the Florida Inventory of School Houses; the

3090 district's pattern of student growth; the district's existing
3091 and projected capital outlay full-time equivalent student

3092 enrollment as determined by the demographic, revenue, and

3093 education estimating conferences established in s. 216.136; the
3094 district's existing satisfactory student stations; the use of
3095 all existing district property and facilities; grade level

3096 configurations; and any other information that may affect the
3097 need for the proposed project.

3098 2. The construction project must be recommended in the
3099| most recent survey or survey amendment cooperatively prepared by

3100 the district and the department, and approved by the department
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3101| wunder the rules of the State Board of Education. If a district
3102 employs a consultant in the preparation of a survey or survey
3103 amendment, the consultant may not be employed by or receive
3104 compensation from a third party that designs or constructs a
3105| project recommended by the survey.

3106 3. The construction project must appear on the district's
3107| approved project priority list under the rules of the State
3108| Board of Education.

3109 4. The district must have selected and had approved a site
3110 for the construction project in compliance with s. 1013.36 and
3111 the rules of the State Board of Education.

3112 5. The district shall have developed a district school
3113| board adopted list of facilities that do not exceed the norm for
3114 net square feet occupancy requirements under the State

3115| Requirements for Educational Facilities, using all possible
3116| programmatic combinations for multiple use of space to obtain
3117 maximum daily use of all spaces within the facility under

3118 consideration.

3119 6. Upon construction, the total cost per student station,
3120 including change orders, must not exceed the cost per student
3121 station as provided in subsection (6) unless approved by the
3122 Special Facility Construction Committee. At the discretion of
3123 the committee, costs that exceed the cost per student station
3124 for special facilities may include legal and administrative

3125 fees, the cost of site improvements or related offsite
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9- 1If a contract has not been signed 90 days after the
advertising of bids, the funding for the specific project shall
revert to the Special Facility New Construction Account to be
reallocated to other projects on the list. However, an
additional 90 days may be granted by the commissioner.

9.306+ The department shall certify the inability of the
district to fund the survey-recommended project over a
continuous 3-year period using projected capital outlay revenue
derived from s. 9(d), Art. XII of the State Constitution, as
amended, and paragraph (3) (a) of this section;—ane—s~+
o2

10.+~ The district shall have on file with the department
an adopted resolution acknowledging its commitment to satisfy
its participation requirement, which is equivalent to all
unencumbered and future revenue acquired from s. 9(d), Art. XII
of the State Constitution, as amended, and paragraph (3) (a) of
2 —Ehe—y £—h S dat
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11.+2- Phase I plans must be approved by the district
school board as being in compliance with the building and life
safety codes before June 1 of the year the application is made.

(3)

(e) A district school board may lease relocatable

educational facilities for up to 3 years using nonbonded PECO

f nd A A LA Sty o Nearat o~ daaa ey T AT Ao
u S aRG—T60FE oty CcxritC— POt oo T g—=0CaTr—Cap=T

(b)1l. A district school board may not use funds from the

following sources: Public Education Capital Outlay and Debt
Service Trust Fund; School District and Community College

District Capital Outlay and Debt Service Trust Fund; Classrooms

First Program funds provided in s. 1013.68; wmenveted—3-5-millt
1laosxzz £ A szl A e s o 57z + o o sz A 2 o 10711 1 (D) .
_LCV_Y A\ - (@AW § VIO CTTIT tJ.L\JtJC_L L__Y CTr \—ye) t/J_\JV_L\J.C\J. 1T [=] LU T 1T« 7 T\ T 7
Classrooms for Kids Program funds provided in s. 1013.735;

District Effort Recognition Program funds provided in s.
1013.736; or High Growth District Capital Outlay Assistance
Grant Program funds provided in s. 1013.738 to pay for any
portion of the cost of any new construction of educational plant
space with a total cost per student station, including change
orders, which exceeds:

a. 817,952 for an elementary school;

b. $19,386 for a middle school; or
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3201 c. $25,181 for a high school,
3202
3203 (January 2006) as adjusted annually to reflect increases or

3204| decreases in the Consumer Price Index. The department, in

3205| conjunction with the Office of Economic and Demographic

3206| Research, shall review and adjust the cost per student station
3207 limits to reflect actual construction costs by January 1, 2020,
3208 and annually thereafter. The adjusted cost per student station
3209 shall be used by the department for computation of the statewide
3210 average costs per student station for each instructional level
3211| pursuant to paragraph (d). The department shall also collaborate
3212 with the Office of Economic and Demographic Research to select
3213 an industry-recognized construction index to replace the

3214 Consumer Price Index by January 1, 2020, adjusted annually to
3215 reflect changes in the construction index.

3216 2. School districts shall maintain accurate documentation
3217 related to the costs of all new construction of educational

3218| plant space reported to the Department of Education pursuant to
3219| paragraph (d). The Auditor General shall review the

3220 documentation maintained by the school districts and verify

3221 compliance with the limits under this paragraph during its

3222 scheduled operational audits of the school district.

3223 3. Except for educational facilities and sites subjeet—%eo

reod e o = 4
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3225| e¥ funded solely through local impact fees, in addition to the
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3226| funding sources listed in subparagraph 1., a district school
3227| board may not use funds from any sources for new construction of
3228| educational plant space with a total cost per student station,
3229| including change orders, which equals more than the current

3230 adjusted amounts provided in sub-subparagraphs l.a.-c. However,
3231| 1if a contract has been executed for architectural and design
3232| services or for construction management services before July 1,
3233 2017, a district school board may use funds from any source for
3234 the new construction of educational plant space and such funds
3235 are exempt from the total cost per student station requirements.
3236 4. A district school board must not use funds from the
3237 Public Education Capital Outlay and Debt Service Trust Fund or
3238 the School District and Community College District Capital

3239 Outlay and Debt Service Trust Fund for any new construction of
3240 an ancillary plant that exceeds 70 percent of the average cost
3241| per square foot of new construction for all schools.

3242 Section 60. Section 1013.738, Florida Statutes, is amended
3243 to read:

3244 1013.738 High Growth District Capital Outlay Assistance
3245 Grant Program.—

3246 (1) Subject to funds provided in the General

3247| Appropriations Act, the High Growth District Capital Outlay
3248| Assistance Grant Program is hereby established. Funds—preovided
3249 pursuvant—teo—this seection mayonlty beused—Ffor—the purpeses

3250 1 darn+ 4 £ d 1~ o 1011 77 (D
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3251 (2) In order to qualify for a grant, a school district

3252| must meet the following criteria:
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3256 (a) 4> The district must receive revenue from a current

3257 voted school capital outlay sales surtax or a portion of the
3258 local government infrastructure surtax as authorized in s.

3259 212.055.
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3265 (b) 4 The district must have equaled or exceeded the

3266| greater of 1 percent average growth or twice the statewide

3267 average of growth in capital outlay FTE students over the prior
3268 5-year period.

3269 (c)H4e> The total capital outlay FTE students of the

3270 district is greater than 24,000 students.

3271 (3) The funds provided in the General Appropriations Act
3272 shall be allocated pursuant to the following methodology:

3273 (a) For each eligible district, the Department of

3274 Education shall take sum—the—ecateuiated—revenve—from—the maximum

3275| pe
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3276| revenue received from the voted sales surtax as provided in
3277| paragraph (2) (a) 2ty and divide that sum by the number of
3278 capital outlay FTE students for the same period.

3279 (b) The Department of Education shall determine, for each
3280 eligible district, the amount that must be added to the funds
3281| per capital outlay FTE calculated pursuant to paragraph (a) to
3282| produce the statewide average value per capital outlay FTE for
3283 the revenues identified pursuant to paragraph (a).

3284 (c) The value calculated for each eligible district

3285| pursuant to paragraph (b) shall be the maximum amount of a grant
3286| that may be awarded to a district pursuant to this section.
3287 (d) In the event the funds provided are insufficient to
3288 fully fund the maximum grants calculated pursuant to this

3289| section, the Department of Education shall allocate the funds
3290| based on each district's prorated share of the total maximum
3291 award amount calculated for all eligible districts.

3292 Section 61. Subsections (1) and (5) of section 1013.75,
3293 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

3294 1013.75 Cooperative funding of career center facilities.—
3295 (1) FEach district school board operating a designated
3296 career center may submit, prior to August 1 of each year, a
3297 request to the commissioner for funds from the Public Education
3298 Capital Outlay and Debt Service Trust Fund to plan, construct,
3299 and equip a career center facility identified as being critical

3300 to the economic development and the workforce needs of the
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3301 school district. Prior to submitting a request, each school

3302| district shall:

3303 (a) Adopt and submit to the commissioner a resolution

3304| indicating its commitment to fund the planning, construction,
3305| and equipping of the proposed facility at 40 percent of the
3306| requested project amount. The resolution shall also designate
3307 the locale of the proposed facility. If funds from a private or
3308 noneducational public entity are to be committed to the project,
3309| then a joint resolution shall be required.

3310
3311
3312

3313 (b)4e)> Certify to the Office of Workforce and Economic
3314 Development that the project has been survey recommended.

3315 (c)Hey Certify to the Office of Workforce and Economic
3316 Development that final phase III construction documents comply
3317| with applicable building codes and life safety codes.

3318 (d)+4e> Sign an agreement that the district school board
3319| shall advertise for bids within 90 days of receiving an

3320 encumbrance authorization from the department.

3321 (e)4#&r If a construction contract has not been signed 90
3322 days after the advertising of bids, certify to the Office of
3323 Workforce and Economic Development and the department the cause
3324 for delay. Upon request, an additional 90 days may be granted by

3325 the commissioner.
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3326 (5)4=)r Upon approval of a project, the commissioner shall
3327 include up to 60 percent of the total cost of the project in the
3328 legislative capital outlay budget request as provided in s.

3329 1013.60 for educational plants. The participating district

3330 school board shall provide 40 percent of the total cost of the
3331| project. When practical, the district school board shall solicit
3332 and encourage a private or noneducational public entity to

3333 commit to finance a portion of the funds to complete the

3334| planning, construction, and equipping of the facility. If a site
3335 does not exist, the purchase price or, if donated, the assessed
3336| wvalue of a site may be included in meeting the funding

3337 requirements of the district school board, a private or

3338 noneducational public entity, or the educational agency. The
3339| wvalue of existing sites, intended to satisfy any portion of the
3340 funding requirement of a private or noneducational public

3341| entity, shall be determined by an independent appraiser under
3342 contract with the board. The size of the site to adequately

3343| provide for the implementation of the proposed educational

3344| programs shall be determined by the board. Funds from the Public
3345| Education Capital Outlay and Debt Service Trust Fund may not be
3346| expended on any project unless specifically authorized by the
3347 Legislature.

3348
3349
3350
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3351 parsvant—teo paragroph—{o)r—shall beredueced by the——same

3352| proporticn—as—the millage actually
3353 mestimum—alteowaktemwmitlager

3354 Section 62. This act shall take effect on the effective
3355| date of the amendment to the State Constitution proposed by HJIR
3356| 787 or a similar joint resolution having substantially the same
3357 specific intent and purpose, if such amendment is approved at
3358 the next general election or at an earlier special election

3359 specifically authorized by law for that purpose.
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