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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to dietetics and nutrition; amending
3 s. 468.502, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes
4 made by the act; amending s. 468.503, F.S.; revising
5 and providing definitions; amending s. 468.504, F.S.;
6 prohibiting the provision of medical nutrition therapy
7 under certain circumstances; authorizing the use of
8 certain titles under certain circumstances; amending
9 s. 468.505, F.S.; revising exemptions for certain
10 persons to practice or provide services or activities
11 relating to dietetics or nutrition under certain
12 circumstances; amending s. 468.506, F.S.; revising the
13 membership and powers and duties of the Dietetics and
14 Nutrition Practice Council; amending s. 468.509, F.S.;
15 revising requirements for licensure as a dietician or
16 nutritionist; amending s. 468.51, F.S.; revising
17 licensure renewal requirements; amending s. 468.511,
18 F.S.; revising temporary permit requirements for
19 dieticians and nutritionists; amending s. 468.512,
20 F.S.; removing authorizations for a licensed
21 dietitian, a licensed nutritionist, or a licensed
22 nutrition counselor for the use of certain words in
23 connection to the licensee's name or place of
24 business; amending s. 468.513, F.S.; conforming
25 provisions to changes made by the act; repealing s.
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26 468.516, F.S., relating to practice requirements;
27 amending s. 468.517, F.S.; revising prohibited acts;
28 amending ss. 468.518, 501.0573, and 501.0575, F.S.;
29 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
30 providing an effective date.

31
32| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
33
34 Section 1. Section 468.502, Florida Statutes, is amended
35| to read:

36 468.502 Purpose and intent.—The Legislature finds that the

37| practice of dietetics and the practice of nutrition ersnuvtritien

38| eewmsedting by unskilled and incompetent practitioners presents a
39| danger to the public health and safety. The Legislature further
40 finds that it is difficult for the public to make informed

41 choices about dietitians and nutritionists and that the

42 consequences of wrong choices could seriously endanger the

43| public health and safety. The sole legislative purpose in

44 enacting this part is to ensure that every person who practices

45| medical nutrition therapy dieteties—and nutrition or nutrition

46| eewnseling in this state meets minimum requirements for safe

47| practice. It is the legislative intent that any person

48| practicing as a dietician or a nutritionist dieteties—and

49| nutritieneor nutritieon—eounseling who falls below minimum

50 competency or who otherwise presents a danger to the public be
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51| prohibited from practicing in this state. It is also the intent

52 of the Legislature that the practice of medical nutrition

53| therapy autritien—ecounselting be authorized and regulated solely
54| within the limits expressly provided by this part and any rules

55 adopted pursuant thereto.
56 Section 2. Section 468.503, Florida Statutes, is amended
57 to read:

58 468.503 Definitions.—As used in this part:
59 (1) "Board" means the Board of Medicine.
60 (2) "Commission" means the Commission on Dietetic

61 Registration, the credentialing agency of the Academy of
62| Nutrition and Dietetics.

63 (3) "Complex" means a disease state, medical condition, or

64 clinical presentation that requires medical nutrition therapy by

65 a licensed dietitian due to one or more of the following:

66 instability of the patient's health status; the presence of

67| multiple or interacting comorbidities; a high risk of

68 complications or rapid clinical deterioration; the need for

69 intensive monitoring; or the need for advanced nutrition

70 interventions, including therapeutic diets administered by

71 enteral or parenteral routes. Complex disease states or

72 conditions, including, but not limited to, severe malnutrition;

73| organ failure; conditions requiring enteral or parenteral

74 nutrition; renal disease requiring dialysis; severe metabolic

75 disturbances; post-bariatric surgery care; and critical illness.

Page 3 of 38
96711

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb823-00



V E S

R E P R E S ENTAT I

F

H O U S E O

D A

F L OR

2026

ORIGINAL

HB 823

Y & <
(@) a — 4P o o)l
— H| O] ®© uh (S D &
© - D K ® N -H - a
= > (o D 4D 1S T ) -
(@] T © O @ D D @ ® H -H ®
- o| o D iy 4b b #$ o0 P 4P noo
) Qf 3 ~ « - Y] o D v ¢ & & PO A LDq
[ T G eIt} c -H b s I ()] o, -H oo ] 1] n v
Ol wnl o K O (V] & -H — ] b ® ¢ > -
-3 M a -~ — 0] ~ D @ @ Rty [0} D [o9] D D n “
ol = H|l 4| P» ©c -H & $H -H ¢ @ (IS 4 <~ n o
() L 0 © O b W @ ‘H Ho e & & D 4 ~ @ T
o| H| S| O e VR L 0 o0 w0 & & -d O =
a|l o] ©l o 3 O B LT S R G L L A o B
©| T| 0| -HA| T H @ -H & - [00] H o H @ <
SN om| K o) oo g WO e ¢ H s~ O @ P 2 ®m
gl © O HOTIS) £ H ¢ Lo o @ D 0}
O] &| O] 4| WY PG B4 n @ b Wb & g 4 o O
“~ © © O O a ® @ ¢ P O (O] D B - o -H
H H 0] D & ¢ & = e @« -d O P & nop
0| — i) g ¢ 4w E§ P W ¢ D T 0 - g Y
O © © a P D D D - [0} m ~ (O | O O
ol = g Hl O o - [op) D N -H &N 0 N Q 0
> o| O| & [So TS I ¢ » B¢ A D W -H @ -H @ < 1
=l O H|l g # Q@ D ¢ D @ 3 (ONE] b # © » O @ G
Q ol L 3 “ [} H 0] ®  -H - -H ® B & ] Ko oo o O
O 4l 3| O © A » & &£ @ & 4 DT - D @© -H n A
0] o | O [oF D D [0} D [ I [OFEEN)] [O2INOR D 4P [49] . a ]
“ ol -H 0] O 4 -1 ® 0] o4 ] D ® [09] @ - N @ -
T P ol A < @ () @ H B D [N Rty & H D D D QO ~
O nl g D - 9] ® D D [ I O] D ® D & & ) ¢ = i
0] 0] a i} 9] ) OF - Rty @ D B - 3
gl <l A [0) () D D N <~ 4D [09] g 4P ¢ - D b = G
o > P RN R . ] D O D -H ® D D H <
Q nl Qf © @ WP O 4 - P D> -fH F ~ D © O
ol 0| O PP O D © 4 4 ~ @ D & # -d n -4 o
gl P °O » o € ©® € H & h© © B & -4 -4 -k ) S
©| -H © ) [0} oo D D D 4P D [OFEE HO)J $H Ko ~ D A
N ) I N| T| | = © Ho-H - ] oo B [09) D 4 ™ P K a O
()] 0wl Hl ol © P D w n O b & O T T D ¢ B & P < A
o (0] = ) > o i N @ ® ¢ oo D # W ¢ -H q [OJS)
ol <ol ol o -H| -4 O© HOZEN o™ -4 O @ D @ D O, ¢ [OIEENO)
ol V| o] o gl | g = b & 1 B O @ - o D -H ¢ PP
=] i) O] D o P (0] b ® D < 0 K ~ O D ()
P 0] 0] ~ (O ] <~ - H ~ o] [0} [N D, D B D @ - o -H
= © a “ 0] (SO 5| 4 P O ¢ D - D D A D » q # A T
0] ) Sloal o 4P D D D 4 ® # " H P M D - -HP
ol P al L o O D O D © -H B D # O P £ T ¢ 4 O W
“ @| @©| O Hl A 4P Y B | () B | L [OFEEN R} k< #$ P O
o G - S O = b @ OB LN . N (VI g B0
O P AN L G| H -d @ ~ & 04 ¢ » - ¥ 0 @ ~ € 4 g
(@) Q © (@] (@] M B I(\] ® p -H [ B [N B ® Q [ (@]
= c O Al W = d, ¢ D D ¢ = o oo (1Y) & HORE- -
ol O« 3 i} -H #» H @ H @ -H D ® o~ D @ n
-—H| O T| ®© T P QO @ o, - > ¢ o-H ¢4 ® -
—~| V| v o | ~ ~ & -f H 09] ~ & oo KT [69) D [0} — >
< 3| - Al Pl o] -H & D - YH 44 up - D 4P -Ho T © O
~ P B 4 B & = v @ ¢ H & O O + © F B 4 H 0 b — 4
-—H| Ol 0| o T O, @ 3 D n & & O Hp D 0,
SR V) ] B S R O P th 4 D D D ) D (1
n| O o O ~ D D & H ¢ N O P © P M 0]
a o -H O © £ - D D ® © [o9] D @ D O ® @ <
—H|l o S < > # 0 @ o & 0 s ¢ © & D O -H +
© ™~ 0O O O 4 N O < 1 O [~ 0w OO0 O 4 N O < 10O O~ w O O
.~ >~ [~ [~ 0 0 0 W W W W W W W O O O O O O O O O O O
—

Page 4 of 38

96711

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

hb823-00



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 823 ORIGINAL 2026

101| supervision of a qualified professional.

102 (7) "General nonmedical nutrition information" means

103 information including all of the following:

104 (a) Principles of human nutrition and food preparation.

105 (b) Principles of self-care and a healthy relationship

106| with food.

107 (c) Essential nutrients needed by the human body.

108 (d) General and nonindividualized recommended amounts of

109| essential nutrients in the human body.

110 (e) Actions of nutrients in the human body.

111 (f) Nonindividualized effects of deficiencies or an excess

112 of nutrients in the human body.

113 (g) General education surrounding foods, herbs, and

114| dietary supplements that are good sources of essential nutrients

115 in the human body.

116 (8)4++r "Licensed dietitian/autritienist" means a person

117 duly licensed under s. 468.509(1) to engage in the practice of

118| dietetics and the practice of nutrition, including providing

119| medical nutrition therapy diecensedpursuvant—te——s-—468-509.

120 (9)48)> "Licensed nutrition counselor" means a person

121 licensed pursuant to s. 468.51.

122 (10) "Licensed nutritionist" means a person duly licensed

123| under s. 468.509(2) to engage in the practice of nutrition,

124 including noncomplex medical nutrition therapy.

125 (11) "Medical nutrition therapy" means providing the
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126| following nutrition care services to manage or treat a disease

127 or medical condition:

128 (a) Nutrition assessment.

129 (b) Nutrition diagnosis.

130 (c) Nutrition intervention.

131 (d) Nutrition monitoring and evaluation.

132 (12) "Medical weight control" means medical nutrition

133 therapy provided for the purpose of reducing, maintaining, or

134 gaining weight.

135 (13) "Noncomplex" means a disease state, medical

136 condition, or clinical presentation that is stable or well-

137| managed; does not involve rapid clinical deterioration or high-

138 acuity care needs; and can be safely addressed through medical

139| nutrition therapy delivered in low-acuity outpatient settings by

140 a practitioner practicing within their demonstrated level of

141 competence. Noncomplex conditions do not:

142 (a) Require intensive monitoring;
143 (b) Involve multiple interacting comorbidities; or
144 (c) Necessitate advanced interventions such as therapeutic

145| diets delivered through enteral or parenteral nutrition.

146 (14) "Nonmedical weight control”" means nutrition care

147 services provided for the purpose of reducing, maintaining, or

148 gaining weight that do not constitute the treatment or

149| management of a disease or medical condition. The term includes

150| weight control services for healthy population groups to achieve
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151 or maintain a healthy weight.

152 (15) "Nutrition assessment" means the ongoing, dynamic,

153| and systematic process of ordering, obtaining, verifying, and

154 interpreting biochemical, anthropometric, physical,

155 nutrigenomic, and dietary data to make decisions about the

156| nature and cause of nutrition-related problems relative to

157| patient and community needs. Nutrition assessment includes, but

158 is not limited to, initial data collection, ordering laboratory

159 tests to check and track nutritional status, reassessment and

160 analysis of patient or community needs, and providing the

161 foundation for nutrition diagnosis and nutritional

162 recommendations and orders. The collection of nutrition-related

163 data does not, by itself, constitute nutrition assessment.

164 (16) "Nutrition care process" means the systematic

165| problem-solving method that licensed dietitians use to make

166| decisions when providing medical nutrition therapy or when

167 addressing nutrition-related problems and to provide safe and

168 effective care. The nutrition care process includes nutrition

169 assessment, nutrition diagnosis, nutrition intervention, and

170 nutrition monitoring and evaluation.

171 (17) "Nutrition care services" means all of the following

172 services provided within a nutrition care process:

173 (a) Assessing and evaluating the nutritional needs of

174 individuals and groups and determining resources and constraints

175 in a practice setting, including ordering nutrition-related
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176| laboratory tests to check and track nutrition status.

177 (b) Identifying nutrition problems and establishing

178| priorities, goals, and objectives that meet nutritional needs

179 and are consistent with available resources and constraints.

180 (c) Creating individualized dietary plans and issuing and

181| implementing orders to meet nutritional needs of healthy

182 individuals and individuals with disease states or medical

183 conditions, including ordering therapeutic diets and monitoring

184 the effectiveness of such diets.

185 (d) Determining and providing appropriate nutrition

186 intervention, including nutrition counseling on food and

187| prescription drug interactions.

188 (e) Developing, implementing, and managing nutrition care

189 systems.

190 (f) Evaluating, making changes, and maintaining

191 appropriate standards of quality in food and nutrition services.

192 (18) "Nutrition counseling" means a supportive process,

193| characterized by a collaborative counselor-patient relationship

194 with individuals or groups, to establish food and nutrition

195| priorities, goals, and individualized action plans and general

196| physical activity guidance, that acknowledge and foster

197 responsibility for self-care, to promote health and wellness or

198 to treat or manage an existing disease or medical condition.

199 (19) "Nutrition diagnosis" means identifying and labeling

200 nutrition problems managed and treated by a licensed dietitian
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201 or licensed nutritionist. The term does not include a medical

202| diagnosis of the health status of an individual.

203 (20) "Nutrition intervention" means purposefully planned

204| actions, including nutrition counseling, intended to positively

205 change a nutrition-related behavior, risk factor, environmental

206| condition, or aspect of health status of an individual, and his

207 or her family or caregivers, target groups, or community at

208 large. The term includes approving, ordering, and monitoring

209 therapeutic diets, and counseling on food and prescription drug

210 interactions.

211 (21) "Nutrition monitoring and evaluation" means

212 identifying patient outcomes relevant to the nutrition

213 diagnosis, intervention plans, and goals and comparing those

214 outcomes with previous status, intervention goals, or a

215| reference standard to determine the progress made in achieving

216| desired outcomes of nutrition care and whether planned

217 interventions should be continued or revised.

218 (22) "Patient" means an individual recipient of nutrition

219 care services.

220 (23) "Practice of dietetics" means the integration and

221 application of scientific principles derived from the study of

222 food, nutrition, biochemistry, metabolism, nutrigenomics,

223| physiology, pharmacology, food systems, management, and

224| behavioral and social sciences to achieve and maintain optimal

225 nutrition status of individuals and groups across a lifespan.
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226| The practice of dietetics includes providing nutrition care

227 services, including medical nutrition therapy, in person or

228 through telehealth to prevent, manage, or treat complex diseases

229| or medical conditions and promote wellness in inpatient and

230 outpatient settings. The practice of dietetics includes

231| developing and ordering therapeutic diets through oral, enteral,

232 and parenteral routes and providing medical nutrition therapy

233| and related support activities consistent with current

234 competencies required of academic and supervised practice

235| programs accredited by the Accreditation Council for Education

236 in Nutrition and Dietetics and in compliance with the Commission

237 on Dietetic Registration's Scope and Standards of Practice for

238 the Registered Dietitian Nutritionist.

239 (24) "Practice of nutrition" means the integration and

240 application of scientific principles derived from the study of

241 nutrition science, cellular and systemic metabolism,

242| Dbiochemistry, physiology, and behavioral sciences to support and

243| maintain health throughout a lifespan. The practice of nutrition

244 includes providing nutrition care services, including medical

245 nutrition therapy, in person or through telehealth for the

246| prevention, management, or treatment of noncomplex diseases and

247 medical conditions in low-acuity outpatient settings and for the

248| promotion of wellness. The practice of nutrition does not

249 include medical nutrition therapy for complex conditions and the

2501 delivery of medical nutrition therapy in inpatient or high-
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251 acuity outpatient settings. The practice of nutrition,

252| consistent with level of competence, may include ordering of

253| oral therapeutic diets; ordering of medical laboratory tests

254| related to nutrition interventions; and recommending vitamin,

255| mineral, and other dietary supplements.

256 (25) "Qualified supervisor" means an individual providing

257| supervision who assumes full professional responsibility for the

258| work of the student or trainee by verifying, directing, and

259 approving the provided nutrition care services, medical

260 nutrition therapy, and other activities or services being

261 supervised.

262 (a) To qualify as a qualified supervisor for purposes of

263 this chapter, an individual shall meet all the following

264 requirements:

265 1. Only supervise a clinical activity or nutrition care

266| service for which the qualified supervisor is authorized to

267| perform.

268 2. Develop and carry out a program for advancing and

269| optimizing the quality of care provided by the student or

270 trainee being supervised. A qualified supervisor and a student

271 or trainee being supervised shall identify and document goals

272 for supervised practice experiences, the assignment of clinical

273 tasks as appropriate to the progressing competence level of the

274 student or trainee, the relationship of and access to the

275 student or trainee to the qualified supervisor, and a process
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276| for evaluating the performance of the student or trainee.

277 3. Oversee the activities of and approve and accept

278| responsibility for the nutrition care services provided by the

279 student or trainee.

280 4. At a minimum, be physically onsite and present where

281 the student or trainee is providing nutrition care services or

282| be immediately and continuously available to the student or

283 trainee by means of two-way, real-time audiovisual communication

284 that allows for the direct, contemporaneous interaction by sight

285 and sound between the qualified supervisor and the student or

286| trainee. If the qualified supervisor assigns a nutrition care

287 service to a student or trainee that is to be provided in a

288 setting where the qualified supervisor is not routinely present,

289| the qualified supervisor shall ensure that the means and methods

290 of supervision are adequate to ensure appropriate patient care,

291| which may include synchronous videoconferencing or other methods

292 of communication and oversight that are appropriate to the care

293 setting and the education and experience of the student or

294 trainee.

295 5. Review on a regular basis the charts, records, and

296 clinical notes of the student or trainee, and maintain

297 responsibility for the clinical recordkeeping of the student or

298 trainee.

299 6. Be available to render assistance while a student or

300 trainee is providing nutrition care services when requested by
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301 the patient or shall have arranged for another qualified

302| practitioner, lawfully able to render nutrition care services,

303| to be available in the absence of the qualified supervisor.

304 7. Limit the assignment of nutrition care services to

305| those services that are within the training and experience of

306| the student or trainee and customary to the practice of the

307| qualified supervisor.

308 (b) A qualified supervisor shall satisfy the requirements

309 in paragraph (a) and, if supervising medical nutrition therapy,

310 shall:

311 1. Be licensed or certified as a dietitian, nutritionist,

312 dietitian nutritionist, or healthcare provider whose scope of

313| practice includes medical nutrition therapy in the state or

314 territory in which such supervised practice experience occurs;

315 2. Meet other criteria established by board rule or

316 regulation when a state in which the supervised practice occurs

317 does not provide for licensure or certification of dietitians,

318 dietitian nutritionists, or nutritionists; or

319 3. Meet the exemption requirements of s. 468.505(b).

320 (26) "Registered dietitian" means a person who is

321 credentialed by the Commission on Dietetic Registration or its

322 successor organization as a registered dietitian or a registered

323 dietitian nutritionist and is authorized to use such title and

324 the abbreviations "RD" or "RDN."

325 (27) "Telehealth" means the use of electronic information
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this chapter between a practitioner in one location and an

patient in another location to support clinical health care,

public health, health-related education,

and health

administration.

(28)

"Therapeutic diet" means a diet intervention ordered

by a physician or other authorized provider,

including a

licensed dietitian or,

for oral diets only,

a licensed

nutritionist.

A therapeutic diet includes food,

fluids, or

nutrients provided by oral, enteral,

or parenteral routes and is

used in the treatment of a disease or clinical condition to

modify, eliminate,

decrease,

or increase specific macronutrients

or micronutrients,

or to provide mechanically altered food when

medically necessary.

(29)

"Unrestricted practice of medical nutrition therapy"

means the provision of medical nutrition therapy by an

individual who is responsible for his or her own practice or

treatment procedures.
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351 H)—"Preprofessionat pertence—componentmeans—a
352 plornred—andecontinveousSupervised practice—experience—3n
353| dieteties—ornutritien
354 H2—"Registered—dietitian" or "registered
350 dEetieterdanbritiendos ' poans o Saedolduad oot ntorad wita e
356| eommission—
357 Section 3. Section 468.504, Florida Statutes, is amended
358| to read:
359 468.504 License required.—
360 (1) Except as otherwise provided in s. 468.505, a person
361| may not engage in or offer to provide medical nutrition therapy
362| unless the person is licensed under this chapter.
363 (2) Except as otherwise provided under this chapter, a
364| person may only:
365 (a) Designate or hold himself or herself out as a licensed
366 dietitian or use or assume the titles "licensed dietitian,"
367 "dietitian," "dietitian nutritionist," "dietician," or any other
368 title indicating that the person is a licensed dietitian or use
369 in conjunction with that person's name the letters "LD" if the
370| person is a licensed dietitian under s. 468.509(1).
371 (b) Use or assume the title "licensed nutritionist" or
372 include or use in conjunction with that person's name the
373 letters "LN" if the person is a licensed nutritionist under s.
374 468.509(2) or a licensed nutrition counselor under s. 468.51.
375 (c) Designate or hold himself or herself out as a
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376 nutritionist or use or assume the title "nutritionist," if the
377| person is licensed under this chapter Ne—persenmayengage—for
378 remuneration—in—dieteties—and nutrition practice—or nutrition
379| eeounselingor—heold himself or herselfoutas o practitioner—of
380| dieteties—and nutritieon practice—-or nutritionecounselinguntess
381 the—persen—isticensedinaccordance—with the provisiens—eof+this
382| part.
383 Section 4. Subsections (1) and (4) of section 468.505,
384 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
385 468.505 Exemptions; exceptions.—
386 (1) Nething—in This part does not prohibit or restrict may
387| be—<construed—as—prohibitingor—restrieting the practice,
388 services, or activities of:
389 (a) A person licensed in this state under chapter 457,
390 chapter 458, chapter 459, chapter 460, chapter 461, chapter 462,
391 chapter 463, part I of chapter 464, chapter 465, chapter 466,
392 chapter 480, chapter 490, or chapter 491, when engaging in the
393| profession or occupation for which he or she is licensed, or of
394 any person employed by and under the supervision of the licensee
395| when rendering services within the scope of the profession or
396 occupation of the licensee.
397 (b) A dietician or a nutritionist who is serving in the
398| Armed Forces or the United States Public Health Service or is
399| employed by the Veterans Administration from engaging in the
400| practice of medical nutrition therapy or using government issued
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401| titles, provided such practice or title use is related to such
402| service or employment perseorn—employed—as—a—dietitian—by—the
403 goverament—eof—the United States;—3f +the person—engages—in
404| dieteties—selely underdirecetion—-or—controlof the organization
405| by —whiech the person—is—empltoved.
406 fe—Aperson—employed—as—a ceooperative—extension—hoeme
407| eeconomistr
408 (c)He> A person pursuing a course of study leading to a
409| degree in dietetics and nutrition from a program or school
410 accredited pursuant to s. 468.509(3), if the activities and
411 services constitute a part of a supervised course of study, the
412| person is under the direction of a qualified supervisor as
413 defined in s. 468.503, and if the person is designated by a
414 title that clearly indicates the person's status as a student or
415| trainee.
416 (d)4e> A person fulfilling the supervised experience
417 component of s. 468.509, if the activities and services
418 constitute a part of the experience necessary to meet the
419| requirements under ef s. 468.509 and the person is under the
420| direction of a qualified supervisor as defined in s. 468.503.
421 (e)4#5r Any dietitian or nutritionist from another state
422| practicing medical nutrition therapy dieteties—oernutrition
423 incidental to a course of study when taking or giving a
424| postgraduate course or other course of study in this state,
425| provided such dietitian or nutritionist is licensed in another
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426| Jjurisdiction or is a registered dietitian or holds an

427 appointment on the faculty of a school accredited pursuant to s.
428| 468.509(3).

429 (f)4e> A person who markets or distributes food, food

430| materials, or dietary supplements, or any person who engages in

431 the explanation of the use and benefits of those products or the
432| preparation of those products, if that person does not engage in

433 the practice of medical nutrition therapy and the person does

434 not represent himself or herself using titles under s. 468.504

435 for—afee—indieteticsand nutrition practice—or nutrition
436| eounmseling.
437 (g)4k)> A person who markets or distributes food, food

438| materials, or dietary supplements, or any person who engages in
439| the explanation of the use of those products or the preparation
440 of those products, as an employee of an establishment permitted

441| pursuant to chapter 465, if that person does not engage in the

442| practice of medical nutrition therapy and the person does not

443| represent himself or herself using titles under s. 468.504.

444 (h)3> An individual who is employed by this state, a

445 county, a municipal agency, or any other political subdivision,

446| or a person who contracts with any of the foregoing, for the

447| purposes of providing nutrition care services for the Special

448 Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants, and Children, from

449| providing nutrition care services using the title of

450 "nutritionist" within the discharge of his or her official

Page 18 of 38
96711

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb823-00



F L ORI

451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475

HB 823

D

A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

ORIGINAL 2026

gn
D
go

A~
-~

herself

(1)) Any person who does not represent himself or

using the titles under s. 468.504 who is providing

medical

weight control for obesity as part of the following:

1.

An instructional program that has been approved in

writing

by one of the following:

a.

A licensed nutritionist or licensed dietitian; or

b.

A health care practitioner licensed or certified in

this state whose authorized scope of practice includes medical

nutrition therapy.

2.

A plan of care that is overseen by a health

professional licensed in this state whose scope of practice

otherwise authorizes the health professional to provide and

delegate medical nutrition therapy if the medical weight control

services are not discretionary and do not require the exercise

of professional judgment

96711
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481 (7)< An out-of-state dietitian or nutritionist who

482| provides medical nutrition therapy services through telehealth

483| to a patient located in this state if the out-of-state dietitian

484 or nutritionist:

485 1. 1Is licensed or certified in good standing in any state

486| or territory and provides medical nutrition therapy services

487 through telehealth and:

488 a. Is in consultation with a dietician or a licensed

489| nutritionist licensed in this state who engages in the practice

490 of medical nutrition therapy and who has a practitioner-patient

491 relationship with the patient;

492 b. Has a current practitioner-patient relationship and the

493| patient is temporarily present in this state; or

494 c. Is providing care pursuant to a current practitioner-

495| patient relationship and such care is limited to temporary or

496 short-term follow-up medical nutrition therapy services to

497 ensure continuity of care.

498 2. By engaging in telehealth with a patient located in

499| this state, the dietitian or nutritionist is exempted from

500 licensure requirements under paragraph (j) consents to the
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501| applicable laws, rules, and regulations of this state and the

502| Florida Dietetics and Nutrition Practice Council A—persen
503
504
505
506| eaxe
S0 emploved dn ocomolizree wita tas laws =sro rales adoored

508 thereunder regarding the operationof itsdietetic department
509 (k)4 A person employed by a nursing facility exempt from

510 licensing under s. 395.002(12), or a person exempt from
511 licensing under s. 464.022.
512 (1)4m) A person who does not represent himself or herself

513 using the titles under s. 468.504, including a dietetic

514 technician, who assists with the provision of medical nutrition

515| therapy if the person performs only support activities that are

516| not discretionary and that do not require the exercise of

517| professional judgment for their performance, and the person is

518| directly supervised by a licensed dietitian, licensed

519| nutritionist, or a health care practitioner licensed in this

520 state acting within the scope of practice emptoyed—as—a dietetie
521 e e

522 (m) 4 A Any person who provides individualized nutrition

523| recommendations for wellness and the primary prevention of

524 chronic disease, health coaching, holistic and wellness

525 education, guidance, motivation, behavior change management,
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576| Ne council member may not shaldt serve more than two successive
577 terms. The board may delegate such powers and duties to the

578 council as it may deem proper to carry out the operations and

579| procedures necessary to effectuate thepreovisiens—ef this part.
580 However, the powers and duties delegated to the council by the
581| board must encompass both the practice of dietetics and the

582| practice of nutrition dieteties—and nutrition praoctice and

583 argEritieon—ecouvnseting. Any time there is a vacancy on the

584 council, any professional association composed of persons

585 licensed under this part may recommend licensees to fill the

586| wvacancy to the board in a number at least twice the number of
587 vacancies to be filled, and the board may appoint from the

588 submitted list, in its discretion, any of those persons so

589| recommended. Any professional association composed of persons
590 licensed under this part may file an appeal regarding a council
591 appointment with the State Surgeon General, whose decision shall
592| be final. The board shall fix council members' compensation and
593| pay their expenses in the same manner as provided in s. 456.011.
594 Section 6. Section 468.509, Florida Statutes, is amended
595 to read:

596 (Substantial rewording of section. See
597 s. 468.509, F.S., for present text.)
598 468.509 Dietitian and nutritionist; requirements for

599 licensure.—

600 (1) FEach applicant for licensure as a dietician shall
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601 submit a completed application as required by the board

602| demonstrating the applicant is capable and professionally

603| competent, as determined by the board, to safely engage in the

604| practices of dietetics and practice of nutrition, submit any

605 fees as required by the board, submit to background screening in

006 accordance with s. 456.0135, and meet one of the two following

607 criteria:

608 (a) The applicant shall submit proof of completion of all

609 the following:

610 1. A master's degree or doctoral degree and a program of

611 study accredited by the Accreditation Council for Education in

612| Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND) or its successor organization.

613 2. A planned, documented, and continuous preprofessional

614| experience component in the practice of dietetics and practice

615 of nutrition approved by the examining board and accredited by

616| ACEND, or its successor organization, including at least 1000

617 hours of supervised practice experience under the supervision of

618 a qualified supervisor as defined in s. 468.503. An applicant

619| shall complete the preprofessional experience under this

620 subparagraph within 5 years of completing the requirement under

621 subparagraph 1. unless the examining board, for extraordinary

622 circumstances, grants an extension for a limited time.

623 3. The registration examination for dietitians

624 administered by the Commission on Dietetic Registration, or its

625 successor organization. If an applicant passed the examination
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626| more than 5 years before application, demonstration of

627 completion of 75 hours of continuing education meeting the

628 continuing education criteria of the board per each 5-year

629| period post examination.

630 (b) The applicant submits proof of holding a wvalid,

631 current registration with the Commission on Dietetic

632| Registration, or its successor organization, that gives the

633 applicant the right to use the term "registered dietitian,"

634 "registered dietitian nutritionist," "RD," or "RDN."

635 (2) Each applicant for licensure as a nutritionist shall

636 submit a completed application as required by the board

637 demonstrating the applicant is capable and professionally

638 competent, as determined by the board, to safely engage in the

639| practice of nutrition, submit any fees, as required by the

640| board, submit to background screening in accordance with s.

641 456.0135, and submit proof of completion of all the following:

642 (a) A master's degree or doctoral degree with a major in

643 human nutrition, foods and nutrition, community nutrition,

644 public health nutrition, nutrition education, nutrition,

645| nutrition science, clinical nutrition, applied clinical

646| nutrition, nutrition counseling, nutrition and functional

647| medicine, nutritional biochemistry, nutrition and integrative

648 health, or a comparable titled major, or a doctoral degree or

649| wvalidated foreign equivalent, in a field of clinical healthcare.

650 The applicant shall complete coursework leading to competence in
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651| noncomplex medical nutrition therapy, which includes, but may

652 not be limited to, the following:

653 1. Fifteen semester hours of courses on clinical or life

654 sciences, including at least three semester hours in human

655| anatomy and physiology or the equivalent.

656 2. Fifteen semester hours of courses on nutrition and

657| metabolism, including at least six semester hours in

658| biochemistry.

659 (b) A planned, documented, and continuous preprofessional

660 experience component in the practice of nutrition approved by

661 the examining board and meeting all the following requirements:

662 1. An applicant shall complete a preprofessional

663 experience component under this paragraph within 5 years of

664 completing the requirements under paragraph (a) unless the

665 examining board, for extraordinary circumstances, grants an

666 extension for a limited time.

667 2. A preprofessional experience completed under this

668| paragraph shall involve at least 1,000 hours in the following

669| practice areas, with a minimum of 200 hours in each practice

670 area: nutrition assessment, nutrition intervention, and

671 nutrition monitoring and evaluation.

672 3. Experience determined by the board to have prepared the

673 applicant to provide nutrition care services for various

674| populations of diverse cultures, genders, and across the life

675 cycle, and to be able to competently provide medical nutrition
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676| therapies and interventions, education, counseling, and ongoing

077 care for the prevention, modulation, and management of a range

678| of noncomplex medical conditions.

679 4. A preprofessional experience completed under this

680| paragraph under the supervision of a qualified supervisor as

681 defined in s. 468.503.

682 (c) The examination requirements by demonstrating:

683 1. Passage of the certified nutrition specialist

684 examination administered by the Board for Certification of

685 Nutrition Specialists, or its successor organization, or an

686| equivalent examination on all aspects of the practice of

687 nutrition that has been reviewed under a program that requires a

688| master's degree or higher, is accredited by the National

689| Commission for Certifying Agencies, and is approved by the

690 examining board. If the applicant passed the exam more than 5

691 years before application, demonstration of completion of 75

692 hours of continuing education meeting the continuing education

693 criteria of the board per each 5-year period post examination;

694 or

695 2. The applicant holds a valid, current certification with

696 the Board for Certification of Nutrition Specialists, or its

697 successor organization, that gives the applicant the right to

698 use the title "certified nutrition specialist."

699 (3) All persons licensed or who have applied for licensure

700 before July 1, 2026, shall remain licensed, eligible for
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701| reactivation, or eligible for licensure under the requirements

702 in place at the time of application, if the applicant or

703 licensee remains in good standing and maintains an active or

704 inactive.

705 (a) A person who is a licensed dietitian nutritionist on

706 July 1. 2026, shall be licensed as a dietitian without meeting

707| any additional requirements if such person holds the registered

708 dietitian credential issued by the Commission on Dietetic

709| Registration.

710 (b) A person who is a licensed dietitian nutritionist and

711 does not hold the registered dietitian credential issued by the

712 Commission on Dietetic Registration July 1, 2026, shall be

713 licensed as a nutritionist without meeting any additional

714 requirements.

715 (c) A person who is a licensed nutrition counselor on the

716 July 1, 2026, shall be licensed as a nutritionist without

717| meeting any additional requirements.

718 Section 7. Section 468.51, Florida Statutes, is amended to
719 read:
720 468.51 Nutrition counselor; renewal of licensure.—Any

721| person previously certified as qualified by the board and

722| holding a license to practice as a nutrition counselor in this
723 state which was issued during the period from July 1, 1988, to
7241 March 30, 1997, based upon documentation that the person was

725| employed as a practitioner of nutrition counseling previous to
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726 and on April 1, 1988, is shald—be eligible to renew his or her

7277 license as a nutritionist pursuant to s. 468.514.

728 Section 8. Section 468.511, Florida Statutes, is amended
729 to read:

730 468.511 Dietitian and nutritionist Bietitian/nutritionist;

731 temporary permit.—

732 (1) The board, in its discretion, may issue a temporary

733| permit for an individual to engage in:

734 (a) The practice of dietetics and the practice of

735| nutrition under the supervision of a licensed dietitian upon the

736| filing of an application with appropriate fees and submission of

737 evidence of successful completion of the education and

738| preprofessional experience requirements for dietitian licensure

739| provided for in s. 468.509(1).

740 (b) The practice of nutrition under the supervision of a

741 licensed dietitian or licensed nutritionist upon the filing of

742 an application with appropriate fees and submission of evidence

743 of successful completion of the education and supervised

744| practice requirements for nutritionist licensure provided for in

745! s. 468.509(2).

746 (1) 7\ E A L A ANE L S TR NP NE S o I + nroaot o = + + oo Al e g n
7 T cCpOTaotry pCrmrc copraotcrcC—Orcctcrto oS Trac o OTT
747 masz_ 2 aciinA Ity +1 bhaoarAd n +h £ 1 ner S e ] ot n
My —OoCt—TooutCt 0y cChHC—OoCao OOt T I~ O aoappTrrCac T Oty
748 payment—of o temporary permit—fee;andthe submission—of
749 iz doen o £ +he caa oo faa] anmn ] + n £ + 1 ISR o ol
Vv G CC— O ——TcC—oto™ oo Tt o O TrC Tt o O cnC—CCOuatCtaoTcTOaT

750| reguirement—under 5468500 The initial applicationshallbe
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786 42> Each person to whom a license is issued under this

787| part shall keep such license conspicuously displayed in his or
788 her office, place of business, or place of employment and,

789 whenever required, shall exhibit such license to any member or
790 authorized representative of the board.

791 Section 10. Section 468.513, Florida Statutes, is amended
792 to read:

793 468.513 Dietitian and nutritionist BPietitian/nutritionist;

794 licensure by endorsement.—The department shall issue a license

795 to practice as a dietitian or a nutritionist dieteties—and

796| wwEritien by endorsement to any applicant who submits to

797| Dbackground screening in accordance with s. 456.0135 and meets
798 the requirements for licensure by endorsement under s. 456.0145,
799| wupon receipt of a completed application and the fee specified in

800| s. 468.508.
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Section 11. Section 468.516, Florida Statutes, is
repealed.

Section 12. Subsection (1) of section 468.517, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

468.517 Prohibitions; penalties.—

(1) A person may not knowingly:

(a) Engage in the dieteties—andnuwEtrition practice of
medical nutrition therapy er—sautrition—ecounselting for
remuneration unless the person is licensed under this part or is
otherwise exempt under s. 468.505;

(b) Use titles as provided for under s. 468.504 the—name
or—titte"dietitian;" "Hiecenseddietitian"" "Tnutritionist"

"1 i ecensedravtritionistr" "nutritionecounsetor;or "1icensed
raEritieon—ecounseleor; ' or anyother words;—tettersy
agbbreviations,—or insigniagindicatingor implying—thathe—or—she
is—a—dietitian,—navtritieonist,—or autrition counseleor,—o¥r
otherwise—hold himselfor herseltfouvt—as—suech, unless the person
is the holder of a valid and appropriate license issued under
this part;

(c) Present as his or her own the license of another;

(d) Give false or forged evidence to the board or a member
thereof;

(e) Use or attempt to use a license that has been
suspended, revoked, or placed on inactive or delinquent status;

(f) Employ unlicensed persons to engage in medical
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826| nutrition therapy dieteties—and nutrition practice or nutrition
827| eewmseling; Or
828 (g) Conceal information relative to any violation of this
829| part.

830 Section 13. Subsection (1) of section 468.518, Florida

831 Statutes, is amended to read:

832 468.518 Grounds for disciplinary action.—

833 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
834 license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):
835 (a) Violating any provision of this part, any board or
836| department rule adopted pursuant thereto, or any lawful order of
837 the board or department previously entered in a disciplinary
838 hearing held pursuant to this part, or failing to comply with a
839 lawfully issued subpoena of the department. The provisions of
840 this paragraph also apply to any order or subpoena previously
841 issued by the Department of Health during its period of

842 regulatory control over this part.

843 (b) Being unable to engage in the practice of dietetics or

844 the practice of amd nutrition praectiece—or nutrition—ecounseling

845| with reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of

846 illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any
847 other type of material or as a result of any mental or physical
848 condition.

849 1. A licensee whose license is suspended or revoked

850| pursuant to this paragraph shall, at reasonable intervals, be
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851| given an opportunity to demonstrate that he or she can resume

852 the competent practice of dietetics or the practice of arnd

853| nutrition ermutritien—eeounseling with reasonable skill and
854 safety to patients.

855 2. Neither the record of the proceeding nor the orders
856| entered by the board in any proceeding under this paragraph may
857| be used against a licensee in any other proceeding.

858 (c) Attempting to procure or procuring a license to

859| practice dietetics or practice amd nutrition er—mautrition

860| eewnseling by fraud or material misrepresentation of material
861 fact.

862 (d) Having a license to practice dietetics or practice and

863 nutrition ermuvtritien ecounseling revoked, suspended, or

864 otherwise acted against, including the denial of licensure by
865 the licensing authority of another state, district, territory,
866| or country.

867 (e) Being convicted or found guilty of, or entering a plea
868 of nolo contendere to, regardless of adjudication, a crime in

869 any jurisdiction which directly relates to the practice of

870 dietetics or the practice of amrd nutrition er—mutritien

871| eeuwmseling or the ability to practice dietetics or practice and
872 nutrition er—smutritieon—ecounseling.

873 (f) Making or filing a report or record that the licensee

874 knows to be false, willfully failing to file a report or record

875| required by state or federal law, willfully impeding or
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876| obstructing such filing, or inducing another person to impede or
877 obstruct such filing. Such reports or records include only those

878 that are signed in the capacity of a licensed dietician or a

879 licensed nutritionist dietitian/nutritionist or licensed

880 Agtritieon counsetor.

881 (g) Advertising goods or services in a manner that is

882 fraudulent, false, deceptive, or misleading in form or content.
883 (h) Committing an act of fraud or deceit, or of

884 negligence, incompetency, or misconduct in the practice of

885| dietetics, the practice of amd nutrition, or nutrition

886 counseling.

887 (i) Practicing with a revoked, suspended, inactive, or
888| delinquent license.

889 (j) Treating or undertaking to treat human ailments by

890| means other than by the practice of dietetics, the practice of

891| ana nutrition, praetiee or nutrition counseling.

892 (k) Failing to maintain acceptable standards of practice
893| as set forth by the board and the council in rules adopted

894| pursuant to this part.

895 (1) Engaging directly or indirectly in the dividing,

896 transferring, assigning, rebating, or refunding of fees received
897 for professional services, or profiting by means of a credit or
898 other valuable consideration, such as an unearned commission,
899| discount, or gratuity, with any person referring a patient or

900| with any relative or business associate of the referring person.
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901| Nothing in this part prohibits the members of any regularly and
902| properly organized business entity that is composed of licensees
903| wunder this part and recognized under the laws of this state from
904| making any division of their total fees among themselves as they
905| determine necessary.

906 (m) Advertising, by or on behalf of a licensee under this
907| part, any method of assessment or treatment which is

908 experimental or without generally accepted scientific

909| wvalidation.

910 (n) Violating any provision of this chapter or chapter

911 456, or any rules adopted pursuant thereto.

912 Section 14. Subsection (4) of section 501.0573, Florida
913 Statutes, is amended to read:

914 501.0573 Weight-loss provider requirements.—Each weight-
915 loss provider shall:

916 (4) Provide the name, address, and qualifications of the
917| person who has reviewed and approved the weight-loss program

918 according to s. 468.505(1) (i) s+—468-565(1 .

919 Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 501.0575, Florida

920 Statutes, is amended to read:

921 501.0575 Weight-Loss Consumer Bill of Rights.—

922 (1) The Weight-Loss Consumer Bill of Rights shall consist
923| of the following provisions:

924 (A) WARNING: RAPID WEIGHT LOSS MAY CAUSE SERIOUS HEALTH
925 PROBLEMS. RAPID WEIGHT LOSS IS WEIGHT LOSS OF MORE THAN 1 1/2
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926 POUNDS TO 2 POUNDS PER WEEK OR WEIGHT LOSS OF MORE THAN 1

927 PERCENT OF BODY WEIGHT PER WEEK AFTER THE SECOND WEEK OF

928 PARTICIPATION IN A WEIGHT-LOSS PROGRAM.

929 (B) CONSULT YOUR PERSONAL PHYSICIAN BEFORE STARTING ANY
930 WEIGHT-LOSS PROGRAM.

931 (C) ONLY PERMANENT LIFESTYLE CHANGES, SUCH AS MAKING

932 HEALTHFUL FOOD CHOICES AND INCREASING PHYSICAL ACTIVITY, PROMOTE
933 LONG-TERM WEIGHT LOSS.

934 (D) OQUALIFICATIONS OF THIS PROVIDER ARE AVAILABLE UPON
935 REQUEST.

936 (E) YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO:

937 1. ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT THE POTENTIAL HEALTH RISKS OF THIS
938 PROGRAM AND ITS NUTRITIONAL CONTENT, PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPPORT, AND
939 EDUCATIONAL COMPONENTS.

940 2. RECEIVE AN ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF THE ACTUAL OR

941 ESTIMATED PRICE OF THE WEIGHT-LOSS PROGRAM, INCLUDING EXTRA

942 PRODUCTS, SERVICES, SUPPLEMENTS, EXAMINATIONS, AND LABORATORY
943 TESTS.

944 3. KNOW THE ACTUAL OR ESTIMATED DURATION OF THE PROGRAM.
945 4. KNOW THE NAME, ADDRESS, AND QUALIFICATIONS OF THE

946 DIETITIAN OR NUTRITIONIST WHO HAS REVIEWED AND APPROVED THE

947 WEIGHT-LOSS PROGRAM ACCORDING TO s. 468.505(1) (1) &=

948 468505+, FLORIDA STATUTES.
949 Section 16. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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