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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to boating safety; amending s.
322.051, F.S.; revising the conditions upon which the
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles must
include a certain symbol on identification cards;
requiring the department to issue original, renewal,
or replacement identification cards that include a
certain symbol in certain circumstances; requiring
that replacement identification cards be issued
without charging a specified fee under certain
circumstances; amending s. 322.08, F.S.; requiring
that applications for original, renewal, or
replacement driver licenses or identification cards
indicate whether the applicant has obtained a Florida
boating safety identification card and, if so, that a
copy of such card be submitted with the application;
authorizing the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission to provide the department with certain
information relating to the applicant; amending s.
322.14, F.S.; revising the conditions upon which the
department must include a certain symbol on driver
licenses; requiring the department to issue original,
renewal, or replacement driver licenses with a certain
symbol to applicants if certain conditions are met;
requiring the department to include the symbol on such
licenses with no additional fee for the designation;
requiring the department to issue certain replacement
driver licenses without charging a specified fee;

amending s. 327.30, F.S.; revising the penalties for
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persons operating a vessel involved in an accident
resulting in property damage or death of another
person who leave the scene of the accident under
certain circumstances; providing a mandatory minimum
sentence for a person who willfully commits such
violation resulting in the death of another while
boating under the influence (BUI); amending s. 327.33,
F.S.; defining the term “serious bodily injury”;
providing increased criminal penalties for violations
of navigation rules under certain circumstances;
amending s. 327.35, F.S.; making technical changes;
requiring courts to order the mandatory placement of
ignition interlock devices upon certain vehicles and
vessels leased or owned and routinely operated by
certain persons under certain circumstances; requiring
that such devices be installed at the convicted
person’s sole expense for specified time periods for
varying offenses; providing a mandatory minimum term
of imprisonment for a person convicted of BUI
manslaughter; revising substance abuse education,
evaluation, and treatment requirements for certain
persons; requiring an agency conducting a substance
abuse course to notify the court and department of an
offender’s failure to report to or complete such
treatment or education and evaluation; providing
requirements for the department upon the receipt of
such notice; authorizing the department to temporarily
reinstate the driving privilege under certain

circumstances; requiring waivers before organizations
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conducting substance abuse education and evaluation
begin providing such treatment; providing
authorization and documentation requirements for such
waivers; requiring such organizations to submit
specified quarterly reports to the department;
authorizing the court to order a defendant to pay a
fine under certain circumstances; providing
restrictions for the total period of probation and
incarceration; requiring a person convicted of certain
BUI violations to maintain an insurance policy that
meets certain requirements; providing criminal
penalties for failure to maintain such insurance
policy; making technical changes; amending s. 327.352,
F.S.; revising penalties for a person operating a
vessel who fails to submit to a lawful test of his or
her breath or urine; amending s. 327.395, F.S.;
requiring that all persons, rather than only persons
born on or after a specified date, have specified
identification in their possession while operating a
vessel; revising the required components of the Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s developed or
approved boating safety education course and temporary
certificate examination; amending s. 327.731, F.S.;
revising the mandatory education requirements for a
person convicted of certain violations; requiring the
commission to adopt rules; making technical changes;
amending s. 119.0712, F.S.; conforming a cross-
reference; amending s. 921.0022, F.S.; ranking

offenses on the offense severity ranking chart of the
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Criminal Punishment Code; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; reenacting s. 327.54(4),
F.S., relating to liveries, to incorporate the
amendment made to s. 327.395, F.S., in references
thereto; providing effective dates.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Effective October 1, 2027, paragraph (d) of

subsection (8)

and paragraph
322.051
(8)
(d)

following on an identification card upon the payment of an

of section 322.051,
(f)

Florida Statutes, 1is amended,

is added to that subsection, to read:

Identification cards.—

The department shall include symbols representing the

additional $1 fee by an applicant who meets the requirements of

subsection (1) and presents his or her:
1. Lifetime freshwater fishing license;
2. Lifetime saltwater fishing license;
3. Lifetime hunting license; or
4. Lifetime sportsman’s license;—e=
S5+—Hifetime boater safebty identification—card.

A person may replace his or
expiration date with a card

lifetime licensee er—boater

her identification card before its

that includes his or her status as a

dhetder upon surrender of

his or her current identification card, payment of a $2 fee to

be deposited into the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund,

presentation of the person’s lifetime license er—eard.
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117 sole purpose of the replacement identification card is the
118 inclusion of the applicant’s status as a lifetime licensee e
119| eardheotder, the replacement identification card must be issued
120 without payment of the fee required in s. 322.21(1) (f)3.c.

121 (f) The department shall issue an original, renewal, or

122 replacement identification card, as applicable, which includes a

123 symbol representing a lifetime boater safety identification card

124 upon the applicant’s presentation of his or her Florida boating

125 safety identification card or shall provide a receipt of

126| confirmation by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

127| that the applicant was issued a Florida boating safety

128 identification card. The department shall include the lifetime

129| boater safety identification card symbol on an original,

130 renewal, or replacement identification card with no additional

131 fee to the applicant for the designation. If the sole purpose of

132 a replacement identification card is the inclusion of the

133| applicant’s status as a lifetime boater safety cardholder, the

134 replacement identification card must be issued without payment
135 of the fee required by s. 322.21(1) (f).

136 Section 2. Effective October 1, 2027, present subsections
137 (5) through (10) of section 322.08, Florida Statutes, are

138 redesignated as subsections (6) through (11), respectively, and
139 a new subsection (5) is added to that section, to read:

140 322.08 Application for license; requirements for license
141 and identification card forms.—

142 (5) Each such application must indicate whether the

143| applicant has obtained a Florida boating safety identification

144 card pursuant to s. 327.395, and, if so, a copy of such card

145| must be submitted with the application. For purposes of
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administering this subsection, the Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commission may provide to the department any record

documenting the applicant’s completion of a boating safety
327.395 or

education course meeting the requirements of s.

issuance of a Florida boating safety identification card.
2027, paragraph (e) of
Florida Statutes,

Effective October 1,
of section 322.114,

Section 3.
subsection (1) is amended,

and paragraph (g) is added to that subsection, to read:

322.14 Licenses issued to drivers.—

(1)

(e) The department shall include symbols representing the
following on a driver license upon the payment of an additional
$1 fee by an applicant who meets the requirements of s. 322.08
and presents his or her:

1. Lifetime freshwater fishing license;

2 Lifetime saltwater fishing license;

3. Lifetime hunting license; or
4

Lifetime sportsman’s licenses—er

an
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A person may replace his or her driver license before its
expiration date with a license that includes his or her status

as a lifetime licensee er—beoater—safety—eardhelder upon

surrender of his or her current driver license, payment of a $2

fee to be deposited into the Highway Safety Operating Trust

Fund, and presentation of the person’s lifetime license e¥
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op—eard. If the sole purpose of the replacement
driver license is the inclusion of the applicant’s status as a

lifetime licensee er—eardholder, the replacement driver license
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175| must be issued without payment of the fee required in s.
176 322.21(1) (e).

177 (g) The department shall issue an original, renewal, or

178 replacement driver license, as applicable, which includes a

179| symbol representing a lifetime boater safety identification card

180 upon the applicant’s presentation of his or her Florida boating

181 safety identification card or a receipt of confirmation by the

182 Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission that the applicant has

183| been issued a Florida boating safety identification card. The

184| department shall include the lifetime boater safety

185 identification card symbol on an original, renewal, or

186| replacement driver license with no additional fee to the

187 applicant for the designation. If the sole purpose of a

188 replacement driver license is the inclusion of the applicant’s

189| status as a lifetime boater safety cardholder, the replacement

190 driver license must be issued without payment of the fee

191 required by s. 322.21(1) (e).

192 Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (5) of

193 section 327.30, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

194 327.30 Collisions, accidents, and casualties.—

195 (5) It is unlawful for a person operating a vessel involved
196 in an accident or injury to leave the scene of the accident or
197 injury without giving all possible aid to all persons involved
198 and making a reasonable effort to locate the owner or persons

199 affected and subsequently complying with and notifying the

200 appropriate law enforcement official as required under this

201 section.

202 (a) A person who violates this subsection with respect to

203| an accident resulting in:
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204 1. Property damage only, commits a misdemeanor of the first
205| seeend degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
206| 775.083.
207 2. Injury to a person other than serious bodily injury,
208| commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in
209 s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
210 3. Serious bodily injury, commits a felony of the second
211| degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.
2121 775.084.
213 4. The death of another person er—anunbermehiltd, commits
214 a felony of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
215 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
216 (b) A person who willfully commits a violation of

217 subparagraph (a)4. while boating under the influence as set

218 forth in 327.35(1) must be sentenced to a mandatory minimum term

219 of imprisonment of 4 years.

220 Section 5. Subsection (1) and paragraph (a) of subsection
221 (3) of section 327.33, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
2272 327.33 Reckless or careless operation of vessel.—

223 (1) It is unlawful to operate a vessel in a reckless

224 manner. A person who operates any vessel, or manipulates any

225| water skis, aquaplane, or similar device, in willful or wanton
226| disregard for the safety of persons or property at a speed or in

227 a manner as to endanger, or likely to endanger, life or limb, or

228| damage the property of, or injure a person commits is—guitty—eof
229 reckless operation of a vessel. Reckless operation of a
230 includes, but is not limited to, a violation of s. 327.331(6).

231 Except as provided in subsection (2), if a person violates this

232 subsection and the violation:
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(a) Does not result in an accident, the person commits a
misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.

(b) Results in an accident that causes damage to the
property or person of another, the person commits a misdemeanor
of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083.

(c) Results in an accident that causes serious bodily
injury as defined in s. 316.192, the person commits a felony of
the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
775.083, or s. 775.084. As used in this paragraph, the term

“serious bodily injury” means an injury to a person which

creates a serious personal disfigurement or protracted loss or

impairment of the function of a bodily member or organ.

(3) Each person operating a vessel upon the waters of this
state shall comply with the navigation rules.

(a) A person who violates a #he navigation rule ¥utes and
such #he violation results in a boating accident causing serious
bodily injury as defined in s. 327.353 or death, but the
violation does not constitute reckless operation of a vessel,
commits a felony misdemeanor of the third seeend degree,
punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 6. Effective October 1, 2027, present subsection
(10) of section 327.35, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as
subsection (11), a new subsection (10) is added to that section,
and subsections (1) through (6) of that section are amended, to
read:

327.35 Boating under the influence; penalties; “designated

drivers.”—
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(1) A person commits dis—eguitty—oef the offense of boating

under the influence and is subject to punishment as provided in

subsection (2) if the person is in physical control of eperating

a vessel within this state and any of the following applies:

(a) The person is under the influence of alcoholic
beverages, any chemical substance set forth in s. 877.111, or
any substance controlled under chapter 893, when affected to the
extent that the person’s normal faculties are impaired.s

(b) The person has a blood-alcohol level of 0.08 or more
grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood.;—e®

(c) The person has a breath-alcohol level of 0.08 or more
grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath.

(2) (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), subsection (3),
or subsection (4), a any person whe—is convicted of a violation

of subsection (1) is subject to the following shall—be—punished:
1. By A fine of:

a. Not less than $500 or more than $1,000 for a first
conviction.

b. Not less than $1,000 or more than $2,000 for a second
conviction; and

2. By Imprisonment for:

a. Not more than 6 months for a first conviction.

b. Not more than 9 months for a second conviction.

The clerk shall remit the portion of a fine imposed in excess of

$500 pursuant to sub-subparagraph 1l.a. and the portion of a fine

imposed in excess of $1,000 pursuant to sub-subparagraph 1.b.+

be—remittedPbythe—-elerk to the Department of Revenue for

~ 11
B Y & e e

A=

deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
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(b)1. A Any person whoe—3is5 convicted of a third violation of

this section for an offense that occurs within 10 years after a

prior conviction for a violation of this section commits a

felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. In addition, if the

convicted person qualifies for a permanent or restricted

license, the court shall order the mandatory placement of an

ignition interlock device approved by the department in

accordance with s. 316.1938 upon all vehicles and vessels

individually or jointly leased or owned and routinely operated

by the convicted person. The ignition interlock device must be

installed at the convicted person’s sole expense for not less

than 2 continuous years.

2. A Any person who—3is convicted of a third violation of

this section for an offense that occurs more than 10 years after

the date of a prior conviction for a violation of this section

is subject to shall—be—punishedby a fine of not less than

$2,000 or more than $5,000 and by imprisonment for not more than

12 months. The clerk shall remit the portion of a fine imposed

in excess of $2,500 pursuant to this subparagraph shalt—be

1+
[ S W

rom
T CTIT

d—Pby—Ethe—eterk to the Department of Revenue for deposit

A=

into the General Revenue Fund. In addition, if the convicted

person qualifies for a permanent or restricted license, the

court shall order the mandatory placement of an ignition

interlock device approved by the department in accordance with

s. 316.1938 upon all vehicles and vessels individually or

jointly leased or owned and routinely operated by the convicted

person. The ignition interlock device must be installed at the

convicted person’s sole expense for not less than 2 continuous
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320 years.
321 3. Any person whe—is convicted of a fourth or subsequent
322| wviolation of this section, regardless of when any prior
323 conviction for a violation of this section occurred, commits a
324 felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
325 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
326
327 However, the fine imposed for such fourth or subsequent
328| wviolation may not be less than $2,000. The clerk shall remit the
329| portion of such fine imposed in excess of $1,000 shati—be

330 remittedby—+the—elerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit

331 into the General Revenue Fund. In addition to the penalties

332 specified in paragraph (a), the court may order the placement of

333| an ignition interlock device approved by the department in

334 accordance with s. 316.1938 upon all vehicles and vessels

335 individually or jointly leased or owned and routinely operated

336| by the convicted person if, at the time of the offense, the
337| person had a blood-alcohol level or breath-alcohol level of 0.08

338 or higher. The ignition interlock device must be installed at

339 the convicted person’s sole expense for not less than 6

340 continuous months.

341 (3) (a) A Any person who:

342 1. Violates Whe—ds—in—vietatien—-of subsection (1);

343 2. Whe Operates a vessel; and

344 3. ¥Whes By reason of such operation, causes or contributes

345 to causing:

346 a. Damage to the property or person of another commits a
347| misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
348 775.082 or s. 775.083.
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349 b. Serious bodily injury to another, as defined in s.
350 327.353, commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as
351 provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
352 c. The death of a amy human being, or an unborn child as
353 defined in s. 775.021(5), commits BUI manslaughter, and commits:

354 (I) A felony of the second degree, punishable as provided
355 in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
356 (IT) A felony of the first degree, punishable as provided

357 in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084, if:
358 (A) At the time of the accident, the person knew, or should

359 have known, that the accident occurred; and

360 (B) The person failed to give information and render aid as
361 required by s. 327.30.
362

363| A person convicted of BUI manslaughter must be sentenced to a

364| mandatory term of imprisonment of 4 years. Sub-subparagraph 3.c.

365| This—sub—sub—subparagraph does not require that the person knew
366| that the accident resulted in injury or death.

367 (ITTI) A felony of the first degree, punishable as provided
368 in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084, if the person has a
369| prior conviction under this sub-subparagraph, s.

370 316.193(3) (¢)3., s. 782.071, or s. 782.072.

371 (b) A person whe—is convicted of BUI manslaughter must

372| shaltt be sentenced to a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment
373 of 4 years.

374 (4) A Any person whe—is convicted of violating a—vieltation
375 of subsection (1) anmd who has a blood-alcohol level or breath-

376 alcohol level of 0.15 or higher, or any person whe—3is convicted

377 of violating a—vielatien—eof subsection (1) amd who at the time
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of the offense was accompanied in the vessel by a person under
the—age—-of 18 years of age, is subject to shall bepunished:

(a) By A fine of:

1. Not less than $1,000 or more than $2,000 for a first
conviction.

2. Not less than $2,000 or more than $4,000 for a second
conviction.

3. Not less than $4,000 for a third or subsequent
conviction.

(b) By Imprisonment for:

1. Not more than 9 months for a first conviction.

2. Not more than 12 months for a second conviction.

(c) In addition to the penalties provided in paragraphs (a)

and (b), the mandatory placement of an ignition interlock device

as ordered by the court and approved by the department in

accordance with s. 316.1938 upon all vehicles and vessels that

are individually or jointly leased or owned and routinely

operated by the convicted person, when the convicted person

qualifies for a permanent or restricted license. The ignition

interlock device must be installed at the convicted person’s

sole expense for not less than 6 continuous months for the first

offense and for not less than 2 continuous years for a second

offense.

The clerk shall remit the portion of a fine imposed in excess of

$1,000 pursuant to subparagraph (a)l. and the portion of a fine

imposed in excess of $2,000 pursuant to subparagraph (a)2. or

subparagraph (a)3.——shatl—be—remittedby—the—-eterk to the

Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
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For the purposes of this subsection, only the instant offense is
required to be a violation of subsection (1) by a person who has
a blood-alcohol level or breath-alcohol level of 0.15 or higher.
(5) In addition to any sentence or fine, the court shall
place any offender convicted of violating this section on
monthly reporting probation and shall require attendance at a
substance abuse course specified by the court.;—and

(a) The agency conducting the substance abuse course may

refer the offender to an authorized service provider for

substance abuse evaluation and treatment, which must include a

psychosocial evaluation of the offender, in addition to any

sentence or fine imposed under this section. If the agency

conducting the substance abuse course makes such a referral in

addition to any sentence or fine imposed under this section, the

completion of all such education, evaluation, and treatment is a

condition of reporting probation. The offender shall assume

reasonable costs for such education, evaluation, and treatment+

P I PN e 3 3 PPN IF TN S PN I S P &
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treatment resulting from a psychosocial evaluation may not be

waived without a supporting independent psychosocial evaluation

conducted by an authorized substance abuse treatment provider

agerney appointed by the court. The provider must be provided

access to the agency’s substance abuse course’s psychosocial

evaluation before the independent psychosocial evaluation is

conducted anrd—with—aceess—teo—theeoriginal—evatuation. The

offender shall bear the cost of this procedure. The court shall

review the results and recommendations of both evaluations

before determining the request for a waiver.
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(b) If an offender is referred to treatment under this

subsection and he or she fails to report for or complete such

treatment or fails to complete the agency’s substance abuse

education course and evaluation, the agency must notify the

court and the department of the failure. Upon receipt of the

notice, the department must cancel the offender’s driving

privilege, notwithstanding the terms of the court order or any

suspension or revocation of the driving privilege. The

department may temporarily reinstate the driving privilege on a

restricted basis upon verification from the agency that the

offender is currently participating in treatment and that both

the substance abuse education course and evaluation requirement

have been completed. If the agency notifies the department of a

second failure to complete treatment, the department may

reinstate the driving privilege only after notice of completion

of treatment from the agency.

(c) An agency that conducts an offender’s substance abuse

education and evaluation may not provide required substance

abuse treatment unless a waiver has been granted to that

organization by the department. A waiver may be granted only if

the department, in accordance with department rule, determines

that the service provider conducting the substance abuse

education and evaluation is the most appropriate service

provider and is licensed under chapter 397 or is exempt from

such licensure. Organizations authorized to provide services

under this section must submit quarterly statistical referral

reports to the department.

(d) As used in this subsection, the term “substance abuse”

means the abuse of alcohol or any substance named or described
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in Schedules I-V of s. 893.03.

(6) With respect to a amy person convicted of violating &

vieotatieon—of subsection (1), regardless of any other penalty
imposed:

(a) For the first conviction, the court shall place the
defendant on probation for a period not to exceed 1 year and, as
a condition of such probation, shall order the defendant to
participate in public service or a community work project for a
minimum of 50 hours. The court must also, as a condition of
probation, order the impoundment or immobilization of the vessel
that was operated by or in the actual control of the defendant
or any one vehicle registered in the defendant’s name at the
time of impoundment or immobilization, for a period of 10 days
or for the unexpired term of any lease or rental agreement that
expires within 10 days. The impoundment or immobilization may
mast not occur concurrently with the incarceration of the
defendant. The impoundment or immobilization order may be
dismissed in accordance with paragraph (e), e¥ paragraph (f), or

paragraph (g). The total period of probation and incarceration

may not exceed 1 year.

(b) For the second conviction for an offense that occurs
within a period of 5 years after the date of a prior conviction
for violation of this section, the court shall order

imprisonment for not less than 10 days. The court may order a

defendant to pay a fine of $10 for each hour of public service

or community work otherwise required only if the court finds

that the residence or location of the defendant at the time

public service or community work is required or the defendant’s

employment obligations would create an undue hardship for the
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defendant. However, the total period of probation and

incarceration may not exceed 1 year. The court shall mast also,

as a condition of probation, order the impoundment or
immobilization of the vessel that was operated by or in the
actual control of the defendant or any one vehicle registered in
the defendant’s name at the time of impoundment or
immobilization, for a period of 10 36 days or for the unexpired
term of any lease or rental agreement that expires within 10 36
days. The impoundment or immobilization must not occur
concurrently with the incarceration of the defendant. The
impoundment or immobilization order may be dismissed in

accordance with paragraph (e), e¥ paragraph (f), or paragraph

(g) . At least 48 hours of confinement must be consecutive.

(c) For the third or subsequent conviction for an offense
that occurs within a period of 10 years after the date of a
prior conviction for violation of this section, the court shall

order imprisonment for not less than 30 days. The court shall

mast also, as a condition of probation, order the impoundment or
immobilization of the vessel that was operated by or in the
actual control of the defendant or any one vehicle registered in
the defendant’s name at the time of impoundment or
immobilization, for a period of 90 days or for the unexpired
term of any lease or rental agreement that expires within 90
days. The impoundment or immobilization must not occur
concurrently with the incarceration of the defendant. The
impoundment or immobilization order may be dismissed in

accordance with paragraph (e), e paragraph (f), or paragraph

(g) . At least 48 hours of confinement must be consecutive.

(d) The court shall mast at the time of sentencing the
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defendant issue an order for the impoundment or immobilization
of a vessel. Within 7 business days after the date that the
court issues the order of impoundment, and once again 30
business days before the actual impoundment or immobilization of
the vessel, the clerk of the court must send notice by certified
mail, return receipt requested, to the registered owner of each
vessel, if the registered owner is a person other than the
defendant, and to each person of record claiming a lien against
the vessel.

(e) A person who owns but was not operating the vessel when
the offense occurred may submit to the court a police report
indicating that the wvessel was stolen at the time of the offense
or documentation of having purchased the vessel after the
offense was committed from an entity other than the defendant or
the defendant’s agent. If the court finds that the vessel was
stolen or that the sale was not made to circumvent the order and
allow the defendant continued access to the vessel, the order
must be dismissed and the owner of the vessel will incur no
costs. If the court denies the request to dismiss the order of
impoundment or immobilization, the petitioner may request an
evidentiary hearing.

(f) A person who owns but was not operating the vessel when
the offense occurred, and whose vessel was stolen or who
purchased the vessel after the offense was committed directly
from the defendant or the defendant’s agent, may request an
evidentiary hearing to determine whether the impoundment or
immobilization should occur. If the court finds that either the
vessel was stolen or the purchase was made without knowledge of

the offense, that the purchaser had no relationship to the
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defendant other than through the transaction, and that such
purchase would not circumvent the order and allow the defendant
continued access to the vessel, the order must be dismissed and
the owner of the vessel will incur no costs.

(g) All costs and fees for the impoundment or
immobilization, including the cost of notification, must be paid
by the owner of the vessel or, if the vessel is leased or
rented, by the person leasing or renting the vessel, unless the
impoundment or immobilization order is dismissed.

(h) The person who owns a vessel that is impounded or
immobilized under this paragraph, or a person who has a lien of
record against such a vessel and who has not requested a review
of the impoundment pursuant to paragraph (e) or paragraph (f),
may, within 10 days after the date that person has knowledge of
the location of the vessel, file a complaint in the county in
which the owner resides to determine whether the vessel was
wrongfully taken or withheld from the owner or lienholder. Upon
the filing of a complaint, the owner or lienholder may have the
vessel released by posting with the court a bond or other
adequate security equal to the amount of the costs and fees for
impoundment or immobilization, including towing or storage, to
ensure the payment of the costs and fees if the owner or
lienholder does not prevail. When the bond is posted and the fee
is paid as set forth in s. 28.24, the clerk of the court shall
issue a certificate releasing the vessel. At the time of
release, after reasonable inspection, the owner or lienholder
must give a receipt to the towing or storage company indicating
any loss or damage to the vessel or to the contents of the

vessel.
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581 (i) A defendant, in the court’s discretion, may be required
582 to serve all or any portion of a term of imprisonment to which
583| the defendant has been sentenced pursuant to this section in a
584 residential alcoholism treatment program or a residential drug
585 abuse treatment program. Any time spent in such a program must
586| be credited by the court toward the term of imprisonment.
587
588 For the purposes of this section, any conviction for a violation
589| of s. 316.193, a previous conviction for the violation of former
590 s. 316.1931, former s. 860.01, or former s. 316.028, or a
591| previous conviction outside this state for driving under the
592 influence, driving while intoxicated, driving with an unlawful
593 blood-alcohol level, driving with an unlawful breath-alcohol
594 level, or any other similar alcohol-related or drug-related
595 traffic offense, is also considered a previous conviction for
596| wviolation of this section.

597 (10) Notwithstanding any sentence or fine imposed by law or

598 the court, a person convicted of violating subsection (1) and

599| one or more additional criminal violations under this chapter,

600| whether arising from the same incident or from other incidents

601 occurring within the 12 months preceding the violation of

602 subsection (1), must maintain an insurance policy insuring

603| against loss from liability for bodily injury, death, and

604| property damage arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or

605| use of a vessel. Such insurance policy must contain limits of

606| not less than $100,000 for bodily injury liability or death and

607 $50,000 for property damage. A person who operates a vessel

608| without such insurance policy commits a misdemeanor of the

609 second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
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775.083.

Section 7. Effective October 1, 2027, paragraph (a) of
subsection (1) of section 327.352, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

327.352 Tests for alcohol, chemical substances, or
controlled substances; implied consent; refusal.—

(1) (a)l. The Legislature declares that the operation of a
vessel is a privilege that must be exercised in a reasonable
manner. In order to protect the public health and safety, it is
essential that a lawful and effective means of reducing the
incidence of boating while impaired or intoxicated be
established. Therefore, a person who accepts the privilege
extended by the laws of this state of operating a vessel within
this state is, by operating such vessel, deemed to have given
his or her consent to submit to an approved chemical test or
physical test including, but not limited to, an infrared light
test of his or her breath for the purpose of determining the
alcoholic content of his or her blood or breath if the person is
lawfully arrested for any offense allegedly committed while the
person was operating a vessel while under the influence of
alcoholic beverages. The chemical or physical breath test must
be incidental to a lawful arrest and administered at the request
of a law enforcement officer who has reasonable cause to believe
such person was operating the vessel within this state while
under the influence of alcoholic beverages. The administration
of a breath test does not preclude the administration of another
type of test. The person must shad+ be told that his or her
failure to submit to a amy lawful test of his or her breath

under this chapter will result in a suspension of the person’s

Page 22 of 40

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667

Florida Senate - 2026 SB 900

36-00968-26 2026900

privilege to operate a vessel for a period of 1 year for a first

refusal or for a period of 18 months if his or her privilege to

operate a vessel has been previously suspended or if he or she

has been fined for a prior refusal to submit to a lawful test of

his or her breath, urine, or blood as required under this

chapter or chapter 316. The person must also be told eiwit

ty—of$5060—and that if he or she refuses to submit to a
lawful test of his or her breath and he or she has been
previously fined under s. 327.35215 or his or her driving
privilege has been previously suspended for refusal to submit to
any lawful test of his or her breath, urine, or blood, under

this chapter or chapter 316, he or she commits a misdemeanor of

the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083, in addition to any other penalties provided by law. The
refusal to submit to a chemical or physical breath test upon the
request of a law enforcement officer as provided in this section
is admissible into evidence in any criminal proceeding.

2. A person who accepts the privilege extended by the laws
of this state of operating a vessel within this state is, by
operating such vessel, deemed to have given his or her consent
to submit to a urine test for the purpose of detecting the
presence of chemical substances as set forth in s. 877.111 or
controlled substances if the person is lawfully arrested for any
offense allegedly committed while the person was operating a
vessel while under the influence of chemical substances or
controlled substances. The urine test must be incidental to a
lawful arrest and administered at a detention facility or any
other facility, mobile or otherwise, which is equipped to

administer such tests at the request of a law enforcement
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668 officer who has reasonable cause to believe such person was
669 operating a vessel within this state while under the influence
670 of chemical substances or controlled substances. The urine test
671| must be administered at a detention facility or any other
672| facility, mobile or otherwise, which is equipped to administer
673 such test in a reasonable manner that will ensure the accuracy
674 of the specimen and maintain the privacy of the individual
675 involved. The administration of a urine test does not preclude
676| the administration of another type of test. The person must
677| shait be told that his or her failure to submit to a amy lawful
678| test of his or her urine under this chapter will result in

679 suspension of the person’s privilege to operate a vessel for a

680| period of 1 year for the first refusal, or for a period of 18

681 months if his or her privilege to operate a vessel or to operate

682 a vehicle has been previously suspended under s. 327.35215 or

683| chapter 316. The person must also be told a—eixil -penaltty—of

684 $5060—and that if he or she refuses to submit to a lawful test

685| of his or her urine and he or she has been previously fined

686| under s. 327.35215 or his or her driving privilege has been

687| previously suspended for refusal to submit to any lawful test of
688 his or her breath, urine, or blood, he or she commits a

689| misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
690 775.082 or s. 775.083, in addition to any other penalties

691| provided by law. The refusal to submit to a urine test upon the
692 request of a law enforcement officer as provided in this section
693 is admissible into evidence in any criminal proceeding.

094 Section 8. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section

695 327.395, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

696 327.395 Boating safety education.—
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(1) Effective July 1, 2028, a person operating berp—en—eor
afterJanvary—+—31+988—may—not—operate a vessel powered by a

motor of 10 horsepower or greater must have wrless—such person

kas in his or her possession aboard the vessel the documents
required by subsection (2).

(2) While operating a vessel, a person identifiedunder

subseetion—{3+)> must have in his or her possession aboard the
vessel photographic identification and a Florida boating safety
identification card issued by the commission; a state-issued
identification card or driver license indicating possession of
the Florida boating safety identification card; or photographic
identification and a temporary certificate issued or approved by
the commission, an International Certificate of Competency, a
boating safety card or certificate from another state or United

States territory, or a Canadian Pleasure Craft Operator Card,

which shows that he or she has done one of the following:

(a) Completed a commission-approved boating safety
education course that meets the minimum requirements established
by the National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators.+

(b) Passed a temporary certificate examination developed or
approved by the commission.s

(c) Obtained a valid International Certificate of
Competency.—e¥

(d) Completed a boating safety education course or
equivalency examination in another state, a United States
territory, or Canada which meets or exceeds the minimum
requirements established by the National Association of State

Boating Law Administrators.
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(4) A commission-approved boating safety education course
or temporary certificate examination developed or approved by

the commission must include components regarding all of the

following:

(a) Diving vessels, awareness of divers in the water,
divers—-down warning devices, and the requirements of s. 327.331.

(b) The danger associated with:

1. A passenger riding on a seat back, gunwale, transom,
bow, motor cover, or any other vessel area not designed and
designated by the manufacturer for seating.

2. A passenger falling overboard.

3. Operating a vessel with a person in the water near the

4. Starting a vessel with the engine in gear.
5. Leaving the vessel running when a passenger is boarding
or disembarking.

6. Boating under the influence in wviolation of s. 327.35.

(c) The proper use and lifesaving benefits of an engine
cutoff switch for motorboats and personal watercraft.

(d) Human trafficking awareness.

The commission must include the components under this subsection
in boating safety education campaigns and in educational
materials produced by the commission, as appropriate.

Section 9. Subsections (1), (3), (4) and (5) of section
327.731, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

327.731 Mandatory education for violators.—

(1) A person convicted of a noncriminal infraction as

specified in s. 327.73(1) (h)-(k), (m), (o), (p), and (s)-(y)
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must do all of the following:

(a) Enroll in, attend, and successfully complete, at his or

her own expense, one of the following courses, as applicable:

1. For a person convicted of any two noncriminal

infractions within a 24-month period, the boating safety

education course provided for in s. 327.395.

2. For a person convicted of a criminal violation, of a

noncriminal infraction under this chapter if the infraction

resulted in a reportable boating accident, or of three or more

noncriminal infractions within a 36-month period, the boating

safety education course provided for in s. 327.395 and a 4-hour

course that includes information regarding all of the following:

a. The boating laws of this state.

b. Causes and prevention of boating accidents.

c. The importance of wearing personal flotation devices.

d. The use of common sense and common courtesy while

operating a vessel.

e. How to operate a vessel defensively. a—elasSsreoomoF

1n hoatrines oo
oo TtTitig—So

fety—eourse
(b) File with the commission within 90 days proof of
successful completion of the course.;—and
(c) Refrain from operating a vessel until he or she has
filed proof of successful completion of the course with the

commission.

(3) As used in Fer—the purpeoses—eof this section, the terms

“convicted” and “conviction” mean means a finding of guilt, or

the acceptance of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere,

regardless of whether er—smet adjudication was withheld or
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whether imposition of sentence was withheld, deferred, or

suspended. A Any person who operates a vessel on the waters of

this state in violation of thepreovisiens—ef this section

commits is—guitty—-of a misdemeanor of the second degree,
punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(4) The commission shall print on the reverse side of the
defendant’s copy of the boating citation a notice of the
provisions of this section. Upon conviction, the clerk of the
court shall notify the defendant that it is unlawful for him or
her to operate any vessel until he or she has complied with this
section, but failure of the clerk of the court to provide such a
notice is shald not be a defense to a charge of unlawful
operation of a vessel under subsection (3).

(5) The commission shall:

(a) Maintain a program to ensure compliance with the
mandatory boating safety education requirements under this
section. This program must:

1l.4a)> Track any citations resulting in a conviction under
this section and the disposition of such citations; and-=

2.4b) Send specific notices to each person subject to the
requirement for mandatory boating safety education.

(b) Adopt rules necessary to implement this section.

Section 10. Effective October 1, 2027, paragraph (c) of
subsection (2) of section 119.0712, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

119.0712 Executive branch agency-specific exemptions from
inspection or copying of public records.—

(2) DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES.—

(c) E-mail addresses collected by the Department of Highway
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Safety and Motor Vehicles pursuant to s. 319.40(3), s.
320.95(2), or s. 322.08(11) s+—322-08816) are exempt from s.

119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution. This

exemption applies retroactively.
Section 11. Paragraph (f) of subsection (3) of section
921.0022, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

921.0022 Criminal Punishment Code; offense severity ranking

chart.—

(3) OFFENSE SEVERITY RANKING CHART
(f) LEVEL 6

Florida Felony

Statute Degree Description

316.027(2) (b) 2nd Leaving the scene of a
crash involving serious
bodily injury.

316.193(2) (b) 3rd Felony DUI, 4th or
subsequent conviction.

316.1935(4) (a) 2nd Aggravated fleeing or
eluding.

327.30(5) (a) 3. 2nd Vessel accidents
involving serious bodily
injury; leaving scene.

327.33(3) (a) 3rd Vessel accidents causing
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serious bodily injury or

death but not reckless

operation of a vessel.

829

400.9935(4) (c) 2nd Operating a clinic, or
offering services
requiring licensure,
without a license.

830

499.0051 (2) 2nd Knowing forgery of
transaction history,
transaction information,
or transaction
statement.

831

499.0051 (3) 2nd Knowing purchase or
receipt of prescription
drug from unauthorized
person.

832

499.0051 (4) 2nd Knowing sale or transfer
of prescription drug to
unauthorized person.

833

775.0875(1) 3rd Taking firearm from law
enforcement officer.

834

784.021 (1) (a) 3rd Aggravated assault;
deadly weapon without

Page 30 of 40
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




835

836

837

838

839

840

841

842

Florida Senate - 2026

36-00968-26

784

784.

784.

784.

784.

784.

784.

784.

.021 (1) (b)

041

048 (3)

048 (5)

07(2) (c)

074 (1) (b)

08(2) (b)

081(2)

3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

2nd

2nd

2nd

2nd
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intent to kill.

Aggravated assault;

intent to commit felony.

Felony battery; domestic
battery by

strangulation.

Aggravated stalking;
credible threat.

Aggravated stalking of

person under 16.

Aggravated assault on

law enforcement officer.

Aggravated assault on
sexually violent
predators facility
staff.

Aggravated assault on a
person 65 years of age

or older.

Aggravated assault on

specified official or

words underlined are additions.
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employee.
843
784.082(2) 2nd Aggravated assault by
detained person on
visitor or other
detainee.
844
784.083(2) 2nd Aggravated assault on
code inspector.
845
787.02(2) 3rd False imprisonment;
restraining with purpose
other than those in s.
787.01.
846
787.025(2) (a) 3rd Luring or enticing a
child.
847
790.115(2) (d) 2nd Discharging firearm or
weapon on school
property.
848
790.161 (2) 2nd Make, possess, or throw
destructive device with
intent to do bodily harm
or damage property.
849
790.164 (1) 2nd False report concerning
bomb, explosive, weapon
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794.011(8) (a)

794.05 (1)

800.04 (5) (d)

800.04 (6) (b)

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;
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of mass destruction, act
of arson or violence to
state property, or use
of firearms in violent

manner.

Shooting or throwing
deadly missiles into
dwellings, vessels, or

vehicles.

Solicitation of minor to
participate in sexual
activity by custodial
adult.

Unlawful sexual activity

with specified minor.

Lewd or lascivious
molestation; victim 12
years of age or older
but less than 16 years
of age; offender less

than 18 years.

Lewd or lascivious
conduct; offender 18

years of age or older.

words underlined are additions.
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855
806.031(2) 2nd Arson resulting in great
bodily harm to
firefighter or any other
person.
856
810.02(3) (c) 2nd Burglary of occupied
structure; unarmed; no
assault or battery.
857
810.145(8) (b) 2nd Digital voyeurism;
certain minor victims;
2nd or subsequent
offense.
858
812.014(2) (b)1. 2nd Property stolen $20,000
or more, but less than
$100,000, grand theft in
2nd degree.
859
812.014(2) (c)5. 3rd Grand theft; third
degree; firearm.
860
812.014 (6) 2nd Theft; property stolen
$3,000 or more;
coordination of others.
861
812.015(9) (a) 2nd Retail theft; property

stolen $750 or more;
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second or subsequent
conviction.

862

812.015(9) (b) 2nd Retail theft; aggregated

property stolen within
120 days is $3,000 or
more; coordination of
others.

863

812.015(9) (d) 2nd Retail theft; multiple
thefts within specified

period.

864

812.015(9) (e) 2nd Retail theft; committed

with specified number of
other persons and use of
social media platform.

865

812.13(2) (c) 2nd Robbery, no firearm or
other weapon (strong-arm
robbery) .

866

817.4821(5) 2nd Possess cloning

paraphernalia with
intent to create cloned
cellular telephones.

867

817.49(2) (b) 2. 2nd Willful making of a

false report of a crime
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resulting in death.

Patient brokering; 10 or

more patients.

Exploitation of person
65 years of age or
older, wvalue $10,000 or
more, but less than
$50,000.

Abuse of an elderly
person or disabled

adult.

Neglect of an elderly
person or disabled

adult.

Lewd or lascivious
molestation of an
elderly person or

disabled adult.

Exploiting an elderly
person or disabled adult
and property is valued
at less than $10,000.

words underlined are additions.
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827.03(2) (c) 3rd Abuse of a child.
875
827.03(2) (d) 3rd Neglect of a child.
876
827.071(5) 3rd Possess, control, or
intentionally view any
photographic material,
motion picture, etc.,
which includes child
pornography.
877
828.126(3) 3rd Sexual activities
involving animals.
878
836.05 2nd Threats; extortion.
879
836.10 2nd Written or electronic
threats to kill, do
bodily injury, or
conduct a mass shooting
or an act of terrorism.
880
843.12 3rd Aids or assists person
to escape.
881
847.011 3rd Distributing, offering
to distribute, or
possessing with intent

to distribute obscene
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materials depicting
minors.

882

847.012 3rd Knowingly using a minor
in the production of
materials harmful to
minors.

883

847.0135(2) 3rd Facilitates sexual
conduct of or with a
minor or the visual
depiction of such
conduct.

884

893.131 2nd Distribution of
controlled substances
resulting in overdose or
serious bodily injury.

885

914.23 2nd Retaliation against a
witness, wvictim, or
informant, with bodily
injury.

886

918.13(2) (b) 2nd Tampering with or
fabricating physical
evidence relating to a
capital felony.

887
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944 ,.35(3) (a) 2. 3rd Committing malicious
battery upon or
inflicting cruel or
inhuman treatment on an
inmate or offender on
community supervision,
resulting in great

bodily harm.

888
944 .40 2nd Escapes.
889
944 .46 3rd Harboring, concealing,
aiding escaped
prisoners.
890
944.47 (1) (a)5. 2nd Introduction of
contraband (firearm,
weapon, or explosive)
into correctional
facility.
891
951.22 (1) (1) 3rd Firearm or weapon
introduced into county
detention facility.
892
893 Section 12. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment

894 made by this act to section 327.395, Florida Statutes, in a
895 reference thereto, subsection (4) of section 327.54, Florida

896 Statutes, is reenacted to read:
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897 327.54 Liveries; safety regulations; penalty.—
898 (4) A livery may not knowingly lease or rent a vessel to a

899| person who is required to comply with s. 327.395 unless such
900| person presents to the livery the documentation required by s.
901 327.395(2) for the operation of a vessel or meets the exemption
902| provided under s. 327.395(6) (f).

903 Section 13. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

904 act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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