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Florida Senate - 2026 CS for CS for SB 902

By the Appropriations Committee on Health and Human Services;
the Committee on Health Policy; and Senator Garcia

603-02959-26 2026902c2
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Department of Health; amending
s. 381.986, F.S.; revising the definition of the term
“low-THC cannabis”; revising requirements for
department approval of qualified physicians and
medical directors of medical marijuana treatment
centers; deleting obsolete language; prohibiting
medical marijuana treatment center cultivating,
processing, or dispensing facilities from being
located within a specified distance of parks, child
care facilities, or facilities providing early
learning services; authorizing counties and
municipalities to approve a dispensing facility within
such distance under certain circumstances; providing
that the subsequent establishment of any park, child
care facility, early learning facility, or school
after the approval of a medical marijuana treatment
center’s cultivating, processing, or dispensing
facility does not affect the continued operation or
location of the approved cultivating, processing, or
dispensing facility; exempting cultivating,
processing, or dispensing facilities approved before a
specified date from such distance requirements;
creating s. 381.994, F.S.; creating the
Neurofibromatosis Disease Grant Program within the
department; providing the purpose of the program;
providing that, subject to legislative appropriation,
the program award grants for certain purposes;

specifying entities that are eligible to apply for
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grants under the program; allowing certain grant
proposals to receive preference in the awarding of
grants; requiring the department to award grants after
consulting with the Rare Disease Advisory Council;
specifying the types of applications that may be
considered for grant funding; requiring the department
to appoint peer review panels to review the scientific
merit of grant applications and establish their
priority scores; requiring the council to consider the
priority scores in determining which proposals are
recommended for grant funding under the program;
requiring the council and peer review panels to
establish and follow certain guidelines when
performing their duties under the program; prohibiting
members of the council or peer review panels from
participating in discussions or decisions 1if there are
certain conflicts of interest; authorizing certain
appropriated funds to be carried forward under certain
circumstances; amending s. 391.308, F.S.; revising
duties of the department in administering the Early
Steps Program; revising provisions related to
transitioning children from the Early Steps Program to
school district programs; amending s. 391.3081, F.S.;
revising provisions relating to the Early Steps
Extended Option to conform to changes made by the act;
amending s. 456.074, F.S.; requiring the department to
issue an emergency order suspending the license of a
health care practitioner arrested for committing or

attempting, soliciting, or conspiring to commit murder
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in this state or another jurisdiction; amending s.
464.0156, F.S.; authorizing a registered nurse to
delegate the administration of certain controlled
substances to a home health aide for medically fragile
children under certain circumstances; amending s.
491.005, F.S.; revising licensure requirements for
marriage and family therapists; amending s. 1004.551,
F.S.; revising requirements for the micro-credential
component of specialized training provided by the
University of Florida Center for Autism and

Neurodevelopment; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1), paragraphs (a)
and (c) of subsection (3), paragraph (h) of subsection (4),
paragraph (a) of subsection (8), and paragraphs (a) and (c) of
subsection (11) of section 381.986, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

381.986 Medical use of marijuana.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(f) “Low-THC cannabis” means a plant of the genus Cannabis,
whether growing or not £hedried flewers—eofwhich econtain 05

noroan+ » 1] oo £ + Atz e A~ TN g N AT AW BN +harm 10 s~~~
tJC-L\zCllb O T8O O A\ - L,CL,-L().LJ._Y\J.-LU\/(ALILI().J\J_LLIU_L ITr IO 1O CITITIT = tJC_L\/CLIL,
of—eannakbidiol—weight—Ffeor—weight, the seeds thereof; the resin

extracted from any part of such plant; and every er—any
compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation

of such plant or its seeds or resin, excluding edibles; which

contains 0.8 percent or less of tetrahydrocannabinol and 2
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percent cannabidiol, weight for weight, which £hat is dispensed

from a medical marijuana treatment center.
(3) QUALIFIED PHYSICIANS AND MEDICAL DIRECTORS.-—
(a) Before being approved as a qualified physician arnd

before—eaechliecense—renewat, a physician must successfully

complete a 2-hour course and subsequent examination offered by
the Florida Medical Association or the Florida Osteopathic
Medical Association which encompass the requirements of this

section and any rules adopted hereunder. Qualified physicians

must renew the course certification biennially. The course and

examination must be administered at least annually and may be
offered in a distance learning format, including an electronic,
online format that is available upon request. The price of the
course may not exceed $500.

(c) Before being employed as a medical director amdlbefore

ah
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rewat, a medical director must successfully
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complete a 2-hour course and subsequent examination offered by
the Florida Medical Association or the Florida Osteopathic
Medical Association which encompass the requirements of this

section and any rules adopted hereunder. Medical directors must

renew the course certification biennially. The course and

examination must be administered at least annually and may be
offered in a distance learning format, including an electronic,
online format that is available upon request. The price of the
course may not exceed $500.

(4) PHYSICIAN CERTIFICATION.—
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117 JFore 2320+ —is deemed o physician——ecertifiecation—and—att
118| patientsPpossessing sueh orders—aredeemed gualificdpatients
119| uwrtit—the departmentbeginsissuing medieat mariiuana—use
120| registryvidentifiecation—ecards-
121 (8) MEDICAL MARIJUANA TREATMENT CENTERS.—
122 (a) The department shall license medical marijuana

123 treatment centers to ensure reasonable statewide accessibility
124 and availability as necessary for qualified patients registered
125 in the medical marijuana use registry and who are issued a

126| physician certification under this section.

127 1. As soon as practicable, but no later than July 3, 2017,
128 the department shall license as a medical marijuana treatment
129 center any entity that holds an active, unrestricted license to
130 cultivate, process, transport, and dispense low-THC cannabis,
131| medical cannabis, and cannabis delivery devices, under former s.
132 381.986, Florida Statutes 2016, before July 1, 2017, and which
133| meets the requirements of this section. In addition to the

134 authority granted under this section, these entities are

135 authorized to dispense low-THC cannabis, medical cannabis, and

136 cannabis delivery devices ordered pursuant to former s. 381.98¢,

137 Florida Statutes 2016, which—were—-entered—into—the compassionate

Taa 1<z 1 20N
oory =T7 1%

138| wuse—regis ere 17+ and are authorized to begin
139| dispensing marijuana under this section on July 3, 2017. The
140 department may grant variances from the representations made in
141 such an entity’s original application for approval under former
142 s. 381.986, Florida Statutes 2014, pursuant to paragraph (e).
143 2. The department shall license as medical marijuana

144 treatment centers 10 applicants that meet the requirements of

145 this section, under the following parameters:
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a. As soon as practicable, but no later than August 1,
2017, the department shall license any applicant whose
application was reviewed, evaluated, and scored by the
department and which was denied a dispensing organization
license by the department under former s. 381.986, Florida
Statutes 2014; which had one or more administrative or judicial
challenges pending as of January 1, 2017, or had a final ranking
within one point of the highest final ranking in its region
under former s. 381.986, Florida Statutes 2014; which meets the
requirements of this section; and which provides documentation
to the department that it has the existing infrastructure and
technical and technological ability to begin cultivating
marijuana within 30 days after registration as a medical
marijuana treatment center.

b. As soon as practicable, the department shall license one
applicant that is a recognized class member of Pigford v.
Glickman, 185 F.R.D. 82 (D.D.C. 1999), or In Re Black Farmers
Litig., 856 F. Supp. 2d 1 (D.D.C. 2011). An applicant licensed
under this sub-subparagraph is exempt from the requirement of
subparagraph (b)2. An applicant that applies for licensure under
this sub-subparagraph, pays its initial application fee, 1is
determined by the department through the application process to
qualify as a recognized class member, and is not awarded a
license under this sub-subparagraph may transfer its initial
application fee to one subsequent opportunity to apply for
licensure under subparagraph 4.

c. As soon as practicable, but no later than October 3,
2017, the department shall license applicants that meet the

requirements of this section in sufficient numbers to result in
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10 total licenses issued under this subparagraph, while
accounting for the number of licenses issued under sub-
subparagraphs a. and b.

3. For up to two of the licenses issued under subparagraph
2., the department shall give preference to applicants that
demonstrate in their applications that they own one or more
facilities that are, or were, used for the canning,
concentrating, or otherwise processing of citrus fruit or citrus
molasses and will use or convert the facility or facilities for
the processing of marijuana.

4. Within 6 months after the registration of 100,000 active
qualified patients in the medical marijuana use registry, the
department shall license four additional medical marijuana
treatment centers that meet the requirements of this section.
Thereafter, the department shall license four medical marijuana
treatment centers within 6 months after the registration of each
additional 100,000 active qualified patients in the medical
marijuana use registry that meet the requirements of this
section.

(11) PREEMPTION.—Regulation of cultivation, processing, and
delivery of marijuana by medical marijuana treatment centers is
preempted to the state except as provided in this subsection.

(a) A medical marijuana treatment center cultivating or
processing facility may not be located within 500 feet of the
real property that comprises a park as defined in s. 775.215(1),

a child care facility as defined in s. 402.302, a facility that

provides early learning services as specified in s. 1000.04 (1),

or a public or private elementary school, middle school, or

secondary school. The subsequent establishment of any such park,
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204 child care facility, early learning facility, or school after

205 the approval of the medical marijuana treatment center

206| cultivating or processing facility does not affect the continued

207| operation or location of the approved cultivating or processing

208 facility. A medical marijuana treatment center cultivating or

209| processing facility that was approved by the department before

210 July 1, 2026, is exempt from the distance restrictions from a

211 park, child care facility, or early learning facility.

212 (c) A medical marijuana treatment center dispensing
213 facility may not be located within 500 feet of the real property
214 that comprises a park as defined in s. 775.215(1), a child care

215 facility as defined in s. 402.302, a facility that provides

216| early learning services as specified in s. 1000.04(1), or a

217 public or private elementary school, middle school, or secondary
218 school unless the county or municipality approves the location
219 through a formal proceeding open to the public at which the

220 county or municipality determines that the location promotes the
221| public health, safety, and general welfare of the community. The

2272 subsequent establishment of any such park, child care facility,

223 early learning facility, or school after the approval of the

224| medical marijuana treatment center dispensing facility does not

225 affect the continued operation or location of the approved

226| dispensing facility. A medical marijuana treatment center

2277 dispensing facility that was approved by the department before

228 July 1, 2026, is exempt from the distance restrictions from a

229| park, child care facility, or early learning facility.

230 Section 2. Section 381.994, Florida Statutes, is created to
231 read:
232 381.994 Neurofibromatosis Disease Grant Program.—
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(1) (a) There is created within the Department of Health the

Neurofibromatosis Disease Grant Program. The purpose of the

program is to advance the progress of research and cures for

neurofibromatosis by awarding grants through a competitive,

peer-reviewed process.

(b) Subject to legislative appropriation, the program shall

award grants for scientific and clinical research to further the

search for new diagnostics, treatments, and cures for

neurofibromatosis.

(2) (a) Applications for grants for neurofibromatosis

disease research may be submitted by any university or

established research institute in this state. All qualified

investigators in this state, regardless of institutional

affiliation, shall have equal access and opportunity to compete

for the research funding. Preference may be given to grant

proposals that foster collaboration among institutions,

researchers, and community practitioners, as such proposals

support the advancement of treatments and cures of

neurofibromatosis through basic or applied research. Grants

shall be awarded by the department, after consultation with the

Rare Disease Advisory Council under s. 381.99, on the basis of

scientific merit, as determined by the competitive, peer-

reviewed process to ensure objectivity, consistency, and high

quality. The following types of applications may be considered

for funding:

1. Investigator-initiated research grants.

2. Institutional research grants.

3. Collaborative research grants, including those that

advance the finding of treatment and cures through basic or
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applied research.

(b) To ensure appropriate and fair evaluation of grant

applications based on scientific merit, the department shall

appoint peer review panels of independent, scientifically

qualified individuals to review the scientific merit of each

proposal and establish its priority score. The priority scores

shall be forwarded to the council, and the council must consider

priority scores in determining which proposals are recommended

for funding.

(3) For purposes of performing their duties under this

section, the Rare Disease Advisory Council and the peer review

panels shall establish and follow rigorous guidelines for

ethical conduct and adhere to a strict policy with regard to

conflicts of interest. A member of the council or panel may not

participate in any discussion or decision of the council or

panel with respect to a research proposal by any firm, entity,

or agency with which the member is associated as a member of the

governing body or as an employee or with which the member has

entered into a contractual arrangement.

(4) Notwithstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to s. 216.351,

the balance of any appropriation from the General Revenue Fund

for the Neurofibromatosis Disease Grant Program which is not

disbursed but is obligated pursuant to contract or committed to

be expended by June 30 of the fiscal year in which the funds are

appropriated may be carried forward for up to 5 years after the

effective date of the original appropriation.

Section 3. Paragraphs (a) and (j) of subsection (2) and
paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (7) of section 391.308,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
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391.308 Early Steps Program.—The department shall implement

and administer part C of the federal Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),

“Early Steps Program.”
(2)
(a)

Government requesting £h

IIni+ad
o cCt

which shall be known as the

DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.—The department shall:

Annually prepare a grant application to the Federal

I =

for funding for early intervention services for infants and

toddlers with disabilities and their families pursuant to part C

of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

(J)

Establish procedures for dispute resolution and

mediation as outlined in part C of the federal Individual

Disabilities Education Act

B
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(7) TRANSITION TO EDUCATION.-—

(a)

The department shall establish statewide uniform

protocols and procedures for transition to a school district

program for children with disabilities or

to another program as

part of an individual family support plan pursuant to part C of

the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act At—Jteast

QN Aoz A fF a1 A A~ o 2 IO ¥ o £ + 1 o] NI AT

A\ \.A.L/L_Y»._) [NV NS B U S ) (&8 T 1T 100 i & N TS _Y\_/L/LJ_Q A\ L/L\j\_,, I L\ &y =y tJJ_\J\jJ_L/LLI.L

££3 ~ P PP I B IO S g NP I S VN [P (O oo + 1 a1 37 o

A\ N S i ) wy [0 B Iy & R S iy LT 1T T C IO CT PR Sy @ R R WD S W S A tJ_L().llll_Lll\j | AP N WD I U R S wy LS i I T 1100 [=)

o oo oo f | + v o+ o n Frm + 1 Tavrlsxz O+ o Prracrram 4+ ~ o~ |

o T T T OO L OIT CLrTddrI o T CITIOUIT 1T OTIT LS i B ey l_l()._l__l__y L)L,CtJQ J__LU\j_L().lll | (& [S AN i B A

P AP S L SV =N, P S I [P S S NP I PP S I S ey + Aot

|\ N WD ) WP S S W Sy tJ_LU\j_L().lll [ S N |\ A A E W A S S i W LT CTT A\ N ETUD I € I N S A S U S SN ) A | €7 15 N B N WP A N e
(1) N+ 1 SN ot QN Aoz A~ = a1 A A~ o 2 IO ¥ o £
\LJ[ X Lo Tho O A\ \.A.L/L_Y»._) [NV ISR E U S ) (&8 L\ i R i W i S PN &P BN BN B S ) - _Y\_/L/LJ_Q A L/L\j\_/,

+ 1 1ol oo £L£3 ~ a1

T L\ @y =y tJJ_\JvJ_L/LLLL |\ S S A [N 2 NN Ny & R S

Page 11 of 17

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words

underlined are additions.




CS for CS for SB 902

2026

Florida Senate

2026902c2

603-02959-26

v ® = H
g s - @ . D
& o & ub A 0} & u
- b & o . a - T + &P &
0] & H -H —H © o (@] (@] (el S} D on B +# D
iy H o, s £ P G ol | | ©f A h H H 4 H - h
-4 D 4 ¢ i 0 — — & S L O )
@ 4 © -H D G 10} a r Q) -H () [y ® [49] D —H
b HOJ 4] - + le) (@] (@] QO h T E D @ o N s
T ¢ P ;P — — - Pl © N O H W )
) ©  F O, e — i) 0 “ 0 D HOJ [( N ® ® D
& N P A c| = O O] o &£ O O B o OF i
ik © H F g O - o @l A 9 A b n ¢
aP o 4P 4 nl gl Ll o A - D )
s 0 + - h # ¢ © ©| =l 3| < uly D W o D » @ £
) o v A () o Y B 7] S, N TR TN R R I | i
-4 O o ¢ ¢ ™ | L o - ¢ O v ORI
A -H PP 4 P . ) Q| > = o ¢ L 1 ¢ P ©
L » P D D, — e M| © ¢ £ - D H &
i H o 9] o S o vl Hdl ®w BT OB IR Y | (O ®
o . 1b D D ™ | gl H| A g — el I, LI OB (R D
H n Q- T P& . © T| © © & 1 ORIV T
n ® D - 4P c c oY 0 4 ] -H oo D D N [ON D
1b HO) (o N o o o] 9 < o o> PP D -h
b D D I [ONE O] - -4 T [T I e ) (O VNS R () B ()] H 4
- H o, £ ¢ I8 i) S| -l © > o P D D D ©
d, (V] - P 8} o, o| O = 3| o — D T Y 4 ()
b U o) ) o c| o T| O b W B ¢ 4 4 -
h ) Jo® 0 s ol o | 4| < & 0 0 B b v O &
I [T s PP o ol o] »| H k) b ¢ ¥ & ¢ M
ko) B & &4 - Uy 0 oM M H ™o @ RIS (V]
Hon ¢ Ao 18) g = 9 7| 7 d b P D Ml 4l
- D D o ® e —| S| ®© NI D YH D D
D B Ky i) D — O H ol -H| -H “ D O R D 9] D 4 .
) ¢ O P O @ 1e) D &= S < Q O I Y 1b
& D T R R ) — = % « ®© O g © b b M &
) -Ho 4P (O D T m O @ O & 7 ~ D D )
) # v o ¢ b ¢ O a ®© S @l Y H P 4w &
[( BT 5] ~ D $H le) 0] () &) — Ol H 0] D -H H Eiy) .ru
il ORI B N S (R S 8 o, @ 9 W ol o R (R o ) {
I B A & o ¢ D iB) ) O e & W P E A D ©
L © N -H D D N [$) (@] NG O e Pl P © 4 O, @ S R
D I Y - B [0} o Y n = P © ~ B — ® $H € D
R T D ok b s o| 4| m© w & O QoM O O A
— ® b @ » O o) > =z “ o) Q, (@) le 4y HO) o) -
) © D O D D - s O 4 o 9 O D @ D @ D
& -4 b @ -f f -H ¢ n O g g 4wl O dH O P O 4 PP &4
b )] D # U o, H q S M = O © 0 o - W . 0] 1b
& LW T O 0 H in} s ¥ O | & P
"y [OFEEN )] n W ] o - . =] w0 o| ¥ =] “~ D - & (VIO b
uly n n 0 O € P < @© = H| O © © ' L O 3 n O ¢ M uly
-h b &€ ¢ ¢ s e R S C M & H O L -
4b H of b G n O a r o) O 4b - (VI ] D o —4b
b b P & & @, H O O A O g B L Of O | & ¥ O ™ Ho0 SR
o W B P D - ™ n| 49 L b O 4 & D -f P =F
D iy VI IR ol H| o c o b P R
— ~ 0 () O  «H —~ T| O Pl Ol A~ 4 D -fd 4P - [o9]
. — o ] O O o v -H g9ogl Al P O U WD L
L QO O W YW q @ n L o = 2 ~Hl 0O © Ll T W e -H -H -H D
o R A RO D n] ol ol | 3| © S VN T TR q
(OXET Y ) rP + L O] £ w| O ¥ 0 #H E ¥ P -
- P ¢ 0 © @ S| O H| 3 e H O fH P ®n 4y
U O b O + £ O] g 3| T b ® & s -fd - Y
RTINS T) D 0 nl wl < ol & N oH H W T A D
O 4 N O < 0 W ™~ 0O O O 4 N OO g o n 0w ™~ 0 0 O +d4 N T o n O o~ ©
N N N N N N N N N N OO O O M o0 n oo MO O o ¢ ¢ 0000 ¢
M N MO MO O O O 0O O O O O O O O oO O O O O OO0 O OO0 OO0 OHO”m

Page 12 of 17

Words strieken are deletions

words underlined are additions.

.
’

CODING




CS for CS for SB 902

2026

Florida Senate

2026902c2

603-02959-26

w @ g + i S
oo N D) — HO) ab
) ® Y b ® =t 4 O
-H D 4 <N -H @ D a 0
LS — [4p] N & D D, — on] @ © -—
P @ ¢ B O g (ORI} B £ O
— N D D m )] & pib} - 4 0] ~ 10) O
- - S I C I o o) D P b b O > It <
on 4P WPoop - L0 ulj o T O B ) (O © =
) (M (M Hoo@ H P - - [T I O T " G
()] O, Db H oo [OF D D )] o) © > O ko) 10} “
(O] -t O I O R ) (ORE N L o0 @ = o g - O
— Uy » ® -rH -H © Ko} 4P 4 & g . D 0] = g a
D - S 4D Y §O) 4 4o N (OT o nu 0+ & o ©O
-H b b @ D ST DY N ~ D < 0] ) — -
ol D Heo b N E - ¢4y - £ O O >
- o B H P 4 D EONNN(} - P @ & . S|S0 P o -
— [OR [1v] Eis) b D sl D Eis) D — HM - [4p] c i) QO n c i)
Q ey o, -H b oo (W » ® [OF.] D o © “ ~ g 1) O
] N - & ) W o-H G & T v 5 P S o o ©
) B D D - + n . »oo4p D (oY) D H o 0 ~ O ¢ g ~
<& 0 ORI FE O R oD W g b PG ~ = 9 o &
4 B 4P ® o — D D [¢p] i - -H 4P D c M - ) -~ m
up — L L P D 0 0 b £ "1 @9 5 T A O o O
# ~ O (ONE ORI ) () L - iy P H ¢ O == 0 4 “
® ¢ ¢ P D HORENO) D © r 4 M 0w o ®©
& 4 HP R q N T O 4 b D - - O © 9 D g O
+ B ® .4 € ¥ 9 & P T LN = DB g
b # ¢ D P B D R e N O o S
[¢p] ® b P N oo — ® D — - -t 0 (@) 0, =] i)
¢ P N L ) 1P ~ O & T ® £ oo 0~ 4 P n
P L I oo P O B o ¥ S O g n ©
- iy (o] N ~ T D D P 4 ¢ £ © > P O G — o
) (OB b 4 % dh D o i T DL B Eg g © L om <
o D » @ D uhy — . D [49] -rH N -H D (o)) . — &) —
$ @O w b D o o o) ® T O g © o O — >
[99] D o ® D ¢ D & -H W g v o= P o c S
P P OB R 0] P O T - P P B H g i) c ©
— ey D 4 @ ﬁw. - s -H - 1u @ )] B D 0, 0 o — ()
- O T I b b ol -H O a o 0 g 4H
ion o o D -d ™ ON ~ ¢ O L n 5 O Q T g p O
P P b h D B oy T P 4 0 o M ¢ o A4 © B o | &
- P ONERY ® WP, - S ¢ ¢ ¢ g £ 4 © 0 O
() §O) 4 b @, - P < ooy O O c 0O =
& H "I Y (S R} 0] 4 o v g O © 0 5 0 5 9
i & b b o - P £ i D T ¥ 84 @ 4 A g & o 0
- -Hoo ok P 4 P -H P D @ L Y o ©
oo o W 4b I ~ l ® s K3 @ KT n 4 Q ~ g @] Q, -
) - [4p] )] D ~ N - P [( D ® D (@] o) 10} - [0} —
- — o - n 4 D [ O 2 - D . n = o = 3
ey 0l ¢ T - noO P § >0 fd O ~ © Q
k3 o) P T @ ~ NN N b @ Q@ ) g H o9 <4
Moo & o N 0 O - O P o — T o O & P
@ — # 0 O ® D b O R 4 W O O @© > =
- D St o -fd -H D W4 ¢ ¢ -+ S P 4 O G o
H ¢ @ O b ¢ » on b & ¢ £ O ®©® O =+ O @
P D (ORI S (O N I N L 7 0O 4 & © WO A ~ -
0] O N ¢ D 4 o 4w o O g £F ®© ¢ 0O L O 4 O wn T
-H P o -H Y H T -7 Q¥ [OLI(VIEEEN " 0 +H © < o — g
H oy b — O D B4 [ N O o n O Q O]
4 b (VI (OB n ¢ o % -H D D n o Q, Q,
N H ¢ O @ o, H O A 0 H O - @ Q T =2 9] )
-H P D b B ) B P P 0 B A« 1) 5 0 0 3 3
HO) (OB v +H g} D, -H F M HORENOMEN O} D n 4 < () 9}
O O 4 N MO S 0N W >~ W o0 O +H N M T N W I~ W o O H N M T N O~
S5 I To BT NENTo NN To NENNTo NENTo BT NN To BENNTo NENNTo BN Vo BEN Vo Vo BENNNe B Vo BN B Ve B o B e R e R e T S T T N e Y
M MmO MO MO MO O MO O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O OO 0O 0o

Page 13 of 17

Words strieken are deletions

words underlined are additions.

.
’

CODING




Florida Senate - 2026 CS for CS for SB 902

603-02959-26 2026902c2
378 arrested for committing or attempting, soliciting, or conspiring
379 to commit any act that would constitute a violation of any of
380 the following criminal offenses in this state or similar

381 offenses in another Jjurisdiction:

382 (d) Section 782.04, relating to murder.

383 Section 6. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section

384 464.0156, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

385 464.0156 Delegation of duties.—

386 (2)

387 (c) A registered nurse may not delegate the administration

388 of any controlled substance listed in Schedule II, Schedule IIT,
389 or Schedule IV of s. 893.03 or 21 U.S.C. s. 812, except that a

390 registered nurse may delegate:

391 1. Fer The administration of an insulin syringe that is
392| prefilled with the proper dosage by a pharmacist or an insulin
393| pen that is prefilled by the manufacturer; and

394 2. To a home health aide for medically fragile children as

395 defined in s. 400.462 the administration of a Schedule IV

396 controlled substance prescribed for the emergency treatment of

397 an active seizure.

398 Section 7. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section

399 491.005, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

400 491.005 Licensure by examination.—

401 (3) MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY.—Upon verification of

402 documentation and payment of a fee not to exceed $200, as set by
403| board rule, the department shall issue a license as a marriage
404 and family therapist to an applicant whom the board certifies

405| has met all of the following criteria:

406 (c)l. Attained one of the following:

Page 14 of 17
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435

Florida Senate - 2026 CS for CS for SB 902

603-02959-26 2026902c2

a. A minimum of a master’s degree in marriage and family
therapy from a program accredited by the Commission on
Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education.

b. A minimum of a master’s degree with a major emphasis in
marriage and family therapy or a closely related field from a
university program accredited by the Council on Accreditation of
Counseling and Related Educational Programs and graduate courses
approved by the board.

c. A minimum of a master’s degree with an emphasis in
marriage and family therapy or a closely related field, with a
degree conferred before September 1, 2032 262+, from an
institutionally accredited college or university and graduate
courses approved by the board.

2. If the course title that appears on the applicant’s
transcript does not clearly identify the content of the
coursework, the applicant provided additional documentation,
including, but not limited to, a syllabus or catalog description
published for the course. The required master’s degree must have
been received in an institution of higher education that, at the
time the applicant graduated, was fully accredited by an
institutional accrediting body recognized by the Council for
Higher Education Accreditation or its successor organization or
was a member in good standing with Universities Canada, or an
institution of higher education located outside the United
States and Canada which, at the time the applicant was enrolled
and at the time the applicant graduated, maintained a standard
of training substantially equivalent to the standards of
training of those institutions in the United States which are

accredited by an institutional accrediting body recognized by
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the Council for Higher Education Accreditation or its successor
organization. Such foreign education and training must have been
received in an institution or program of higher education
officially recognized by the government of the country in which
it is located as an institution or program to train students to
practice as professional marriage and family therapists or
psychotherapists. The applicant has the burden of establishing
that the requirements of this provision have been met, and the
board shall require documentation, such as an evaluation by a
foreign equivalency determination service, as evidence that the
applicant’s graduate degree program and education were
equivalent to an accredited program in this country. An
applicant with a master’s degree from a program that did not
emphasize marriage and family therapy may complete the
coursework requirement in a training institution fully
accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and
Family Therapy Education recognized by the United States

Department of Education.

For the purposes of dual licensure, the department shall license
as a marriage and family therapist any person who meets the
requirements of s. 491.0057. Fees for dual licensure may not
exceed those stated in this subsection.

Section 8. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
1004.551, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1004.551 University of Florida Center for Autism and
Neurodevelopment.—There is created at the University of Florida
the Center for Autism and Neurodevelopment.

(1) The center shall:
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(f) Develop an autism micro-credential to provide
specialized training in supporting students with autism.

1. The micro-credential must be stackable with the autism
endorsement and be available to:

a. Instructional personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2);

b. Prekindergarten instructors as specified in ss. 1002.55,
1002.61, and 1002.63; and

c. Child care personnel as defined in ss. 402.302(3) and
1002.88 (1) (e) .

d. Early intervention service providers credentialed

through the Early Steps Program.

2. The micro-credential must require participants to
demonstrate competency in:

a. Identifying behaviors associated with autism.

b. Supporting the learning environment in both general and
specialized classroom settings.

c. Promoting the use of assistive technologies.

d. Applying evidence-based instructional practices.

3. The micro-credential must:

a. Be provided at no cost to eligible participants.

b. Be competency-based, allowing participants to complete
the credentialing process either in person or online.

c. Permit participants to receive the micro-credential at
any time during training once competency is demonstrated.

4. Individuals eligible under subparagraph 1. who complete
the micro-credential are eligible for a one-time stipend, as
determined in the General Appropriations Act. The center shall
administer stipends for the micro-credential.

Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
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