THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE

Ben Albritton Daniel Perez

President of the Senate Speaker of the House of
Representatives

May 26, 2026

The Honorable Daniel Perez
Speaker, House of Representatives

The Honorable Ben Albritton
President of the Senate
Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President:

Your Conference Committee on the disagreeing votes of the two houses on HB 5403E, same
being:

An act relating to correctional facilities financing and capital improvements.

having met, and after full and free conference, do recommend to their respective houses as
follows:

1. That the Senate recede from its Amendment 589722.
2. That the Senate and House of Representatives adopt the Conference Committee
Amendment attached hereto, and by reference made a part of this report.
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Representative Lawrence McClure, Chair

Representative Daniel Antonio Alvarez

Representative Patt Maney, Chair

Representative David Borrero

Representative Jessica Baker

Representative James Buchanan, At Large

Representative Robert Charles Brannan, At Large

Representative Ryan Chamberlin

Representative Jennifer Canady, At Large

Representative Nan Cobb

Representative Kevin D. Chambliss, At Large

Representative Fentrice Driskell, At Large

Representative Kimberly Daniels

Representative Anna V. Eskamani, At Large

Representative Wyman Duggan, At Large

Representative Sam Garrison, At Large

Representative Gallop Franklin, At Large

Representative Christine Hunschofsky, At Large

Representative Michael Gottlieb

Representative Chad Johnson

Representative Berny Jacques

Representative Traci Koster, At Large

Representative Dotie Joseph

Representative Lauren Melo, At Large

Representative Fiona McFarland, Co-chair for IT
Budget

Representative Tobin Rogers Overdorf, At Large

Representative James Vernon Mooney, At Large

Representative Michele K. Rayner, At Large

Representative Juan Carlos Porras

Representative William Cloud Robinson, At Large

Representative Felicia Simone Robinson, At Large

Representative Tyler 1. Sirois, At Large

Representative Michelle Salzman, At Large

Representative David Smith

Representative Kelly Skidmore

Representative Kaylee Tuck, At Large

HB 5403E

Representative Allison Tant, At Large

Representative Susan L. Valdés, At Large



The Honorable Daniel Perez
The Honorable Ben Albritton
May 26, 2026

Page 3

Representative Marie Paule Woodson, At Large

Managers on the part of the House of Representatives

HB 5403E
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Senator Ed Hooper, Chair

Senator Bryan Avila

Senator Kristen Aston Arrington

Senator Mack Bernard

Senator Lori Berman, At Large

Senator LaVon Bracy Davis

Senator Jim Boyd, At Large

Senator Jason Brodeur, At Large

Senator Jennifer Bradley

Senator Colleen Burton

Senator Danny Burgess

Senator Tracie Davis

Senator Alexis Calatayud

Senator Don Gaetz

Senator Nick DiCeglie

Senator Erin Grall

Senator Ileana Garcia

Senator Gayle Harrell

Senator Joe Gruters, At Large

Senator Thomas J. Leek

Senator Shevrin D. Jones

Senator Ralph E. Massullo

Senator Jonathan Martin

Senator Stan McClain

Senator Debbie Mayfield

Senator Rosalind Osgood

Senator Brian Nathan

Senator Jason W. B. Pizzo

Senator Kathleen Passidomo, At Large

Senator Ana Maria Rodriguez

Senator Tina Scott Polsky

Senator Barbara Sharief

Senator Darryl Ervin Rouson, At Large

Senator Carlos Guillermo Smith

Senator Corey Simon

Senator Jay Trumbull
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Senator Keith L. Truenow

Senator Tom A. Wright
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Senator Clay Yarborough

HB 5403E

Conferees on the part of the Senate
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The Conference Committee Amendment for HB 5403E, relating to Correctional Facilities
Capital Improvement, conforms statutes to funding decisions related to Correctional Facilities
Capital Improvement in the General Appropriations Act (GAA) for Fiscal Year 2026-2027. The
proposed amendment creates s. 944.751, F.S., which establishes Correctional Facilities Capital
Improvement requirements for the Department of Corrections (FDC). It provides legislative
intent recognizing critical fixed capital outlay needs of FDC and provides funding through cash
payments or bond proceeds to address capital improvement funding for correctional facilities.

The amendment directs the Legislature to appropriate $50 million in recurring funds from the
General Revenue Fund each fiscal year until Fiscal Year 2066-2067 to FDC to develop and
implement a capital improvement plan for new and existing correctional facilities and specifies
use of funds specifically appropriated for capital improvement projects. It also directs FDC to
begin the planning and design of one new 600-bed correctional hospital unit, beginning on July
1, 2026, and specifies site and workforce requirements for the location of the new facility. The
amendment also directs FDC to include recommendations for the use of funds in its annual
legislative budget request and specifies that any project costing more than $5 million must be
contracted with a construction management entity, and requires the department to provide
recommendations to the legislature, upon completion of new correctional institution
construction, options to close existing facilities that are perpetually understaffed or continue to
present excessive repair and renovation costs. The amendment authorizes the Division of Bond
Finance to issue bonds to finance the construction of a new correctional facility only and
specifies use and distribution of bond proceeds in accordance with the GAA.

The amendment also establishes a financing oversight committee to ensure funds and bond
proceeds are spent efficiently and responsibly. It specifies members of the committee will be
composed of appointees from the Senate, House of Representatives, Office of Policy and Budget
in the Executive Office of the Governor, FDC, and the Division of Bond Finance and requires
the committee to recommend the most cost-beneficial and effective financing methods to meet
the needs of the department for any new capital facility construction.

The amendment provides that notwithstanding s. 2, chapter 2025-207, Laws of Florida,
beginning in the 2026-2027 fiscal year, the Chief Financial Officer shall transfer $150 million
from the General Revenue Fund on July 1 each fiscal year to the State Board of Administration
for the Debt Service Program pursuant to s. 215.98, Florida Statutes. Any unexpended funds
shall revert on June 30 of each fiscal year to the General Revenue Fund.
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