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SUMMARY

This report identifies and describes the fixed-route
transit systemsin Florida and provides datarelating to
each system’'s ridership and farebox recovery. In
addition, this report summarizes the funding sources
for Florida' s fixed-route transit systems and makes
recommendations to maintain current statewide
funding levels and to facilitate additional funding for
these systems.

BACKGROUND

Florida's natural environment and economic growth
continueto makeit an attractive placetolive, work and
visit. Florida's population of 17.8 million in 2005
represented a 10.8 percent increase over Florida's
population in 2000. This rapid growth and
development has placed tremendous pressures on
Florida strangportation system. For example, Broward
County anticipates the opportunity for major expansion
of its road system does not exist beyond 2016 due to
physical and financia constraints and Miami-Dade,
Broward and Palm Beach Counties plan to fund more
non-road projects than road projects over the next 20
years.

In view of the above trends in Florida's growth and
development, a review of Florida' s transit systems is
appropriate. Transit systems include buses, subways,
light rail, commuter rail, monorail, passenger ferry
boats, trolleys, inclined railways, and people movers.
Para-transit services for seniors and for persons with
disabilities, as well as vanpool and taxi services
operated under contract to a public agency are aso
considered transit systems. Transit servicesin Florida
consist of two major programs, the fixed-route and
demand responsive services. This report focuses on
Florida s fixed-route transit systems.

A. Transit—National Overview

The history of mass transit is connected to
industrialization, urbanization and the separation of
residences from the workplace. In the United States,
patronage of masstransit grew steadily from 1900 (six
billion passengers per year) to 1927 (over 17 billion
passengers per year), but plummeted during the Great
Depression. Patronage grew again during World War
I, peaking in 1946 at 23 hillion riders, but then
dropped steadily every year until 1970. Inexpensive
gasoline, suburban and highway development, the
deteriorization of mass transportation systems and the
greater freedom automobiles offered al helped turn the
United Statesinto a car culture.

Masstransit was predominantly provided by the private
sector up until the 1950s and 1960s. However, this
changed when President Eisenhower caled for a
network of coast-to-coast highways in 1954. With the
United States making major investments in roadways
and the mass production of affordable automobiles,
private providers of transit could not maintain
competitive transit systems and many went bankrupt.
Private transit operators were also held back by
government-imposed limits to the fares they could
charge which made it more difficult to survive in the
business. So, the federal government placed itsdlf in
the position to provide subsidies for public transit
systems.

In 1958, a law passed removing any control state
governments previously exercised over the railroads
abandonment of variouslocal passenger services. This
law immediately resulted in the closing down of severd
important commuter rail services and resulted in the
railroads threatening to close down even more
passenger services.

This development served as the catalyst leading to a
bill introduced in the Senate to provide federal
assistance for public transit just two years later. This
bill was enacted into law in 1961 and provided $50
million for loans and another $25 million in grantsfor
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demonstration pilot projects in public transit. The
following year, President Kennedy caled for the
establishment of aprogram of federal capital assistance
for public transit.

In 1964, the Urban Mass Transportation Act was
enacted into law. This new measure provided $375
million in capital assistance over threeyears. Thiswas
the beginning of the program of financial assistancefor
mass transportation managed and run today by the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) within the
United States Department of Transportation (USDOT).

While federal assistance for transit has continued to
increase (nearly $8 billion in 2005), the assistance has
grown more specialized. Federa investments have been
focused on economic development, job access,
increasing transportation person trip capacity,
environmental, or quality of lifeimprovements. Federal
support for transit includes revenue from motor fuel
taxes and general fund appropriations. The amount of
federal motor fuel taxes dedicated for transit hastotaled
2.86 cents per gallon since 1997.

From 2000 to 2004, the federal share of total capital
funding for public transportation ranged from 51
percent in 2001 to 39 percent in 2004. During those
same years, the federal share of total funding was
consistently in the range of 15 to 19 percent. Other
sources of funding included passenger fares, and local
and state funding.

Table 1--Public Transit Funding by Year in Millions of Dollars

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Total (All | $33,830 | $36,707 | $39,480 | $41,262 | $42,964
Sources)

Operating | $24,243 | $25,288 | $26,632 | $28,021 | $29,718
(All
Sources)

Capital $9,587
(All
Sources)

$11,419 | $12,848 | $13,241 | $13,246

Percent | 28% 31% 33% 32% 31%
Capitd

Federa 16% 19% 17% 17% 17%
Share
Total

Federa A47% 51% 41% 40% 39%
Share
Capital

Nationaly, public transportation ridership has
increased 23 percent over the past 9 years. In 2004, a
total of 9.6 billion passenger tripswere provided by the
nation’s 556 public transportation operators in urban
areas. A detailed breakdown of current transit usage by
mode is shown in Table 2.

Table 2—Public Transit Rider ship by M ode (2004)

Mode Trips (Millions) Percentage of All
Transit Trips
Bus 5,731 59.8%
Heavy Rail 2,748 28.7%
Commuter Rail 414 4.3%
Light Rail 350 3.7%
Demand Responsive 114 1.2%
Trolleybus 106 1.1%
Other 112 1.2%
Total 9,575 100%

B. Fixed-Route Transit—Florida Overview
Florida s transit experience has followed the national
trend. Currently, there are 29 fixed-route transit
systems operating in Florida. Four of these systems
operate some form of fixed guideway mode (South
Florida Regiona Transportation Authority, Miami-
Dade Transit Agency, Jacksonville Transportation
Authority and the Hillsborough AreaRegional Transit
Authority). During 2004, Florida's transit agencies
ranged in size from a 3-vehicle system in St. Lucie
County to a 783-vehicle system operating in Miami-
Dade County.

Table 3 showsthe share of Florida' sfixed-route transit
funding from federal, state and local sources.

Table 3—Fixed-Route Transit Funding by Year in Millions of Dollars

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Tod (Al
Sources) $765 $795 $890 $945 $1,063

Federa
Revenue $216 $211 $278 $213 $201

Federa
Percentage | 28.2% 26.6% 31.2% 22.5% 18.9%

State
Revenue $97 $83 $110 $126 $133

State
Percentage 12.7% 10.4% 12.4% 13.3% 12.5%

Loca
Revenue $452 $500 $502 $606 $729

Loca
Percentage 59.1% 63% 56.4% 64.2% 69.6%

In Florida, fixed-route transit ridership hasincreased 9
percent between 2003 and 2004 or three times faster
than Florida' s rate of population growth. In 2004, a
total of 226 million passenger trips were provided by
thefixed-routetransit operators. A detailed breakdown
of current transit usagein Floridaby modeisshownin
Table 4.

Table 4—Fixed-Route Transit Ridership by M ode (2004)

Mode Trips (Thousands) Percentage of All
Transit Trips
Bus 198,804 87.7%
Heavy Rail 15,638 6.9%
Commuter Rail 2,821 1.2%
Light Rail 520 0.2%
Automated Guideway 8,459 3.8%
Vanpool 445 0.2%
Tota 226,687 100.0%
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METHODOLOGY
Staff reviewed historical accounts and data relating to
the planning, operations and funding of fixed-route
transit systems. In addition, staff conducted interviews
with transit stakeholders including the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) and providersof
trangit services.

FINDINGS

A. Federal Transit

The FTA isoneof the ten modal administrationswithin
the USDOT. The federa government, through FTA,
provides policy guidance and financial assistance to
develop new transit systems and improve, maintain,
and operate existing transit systems. The FTA oversees
grants to state and local transit providers. These
grantees are responsible for managing their programsin
accordance with federal requirements and the FTA is
responsible for ensuring the grantees follow federal
mandates, statutes and administrative requirements.

The FTA provided federa assistance to Florida's
transit systems in the amount of $200,887,276 in FY
2004, $212,139,845 in FY 2005 and $229,122,865 in
FY 2006. The following is a brief summary of the
federal financial assistance programswhich providethe
majority of the federal transit investment in Florida:

Urbanized Area Formula Programis governed by 49
USC 5307 and provides funding to urbanized areasand
governorsfor transit capital and operating assistancein
urbanized areas (operating assistance in urbanized
areas between 50,000 and 200,000 population) and for
transportation related planning.

Formula Grant for Other than Urbanized Areas is
governed by 49 USC 5311 and provides funding to
states for the purpose of supporting public
transportation in areas of less than 50,000 in
population. This program is administered by FDOT.

Formula Grants for Special Needs for Elderly
Individualsand Individual swith Disabilities Program
is governed by 49 USC 5310 and provides funding to
states for the purpose of assisting private nonprofit
groups in meeting the transportation needs of the
elderly and persons with disabilities when the
transportation service provided is unavailable,
insufficient, or inappropriate to meeting these needs.
This program is administered by FDOT.

Bus and Bus Related Facilities Program is governed
by 49 USC 5309 and provides capital assistance to
eligible recipients on a discretionary basis.

B. State Transit

Florida's Transit Office is part of FDOT and is
responsiblefor identifying, supporting, advancing, and
managing cost effective, efficient and safe
transportation systems and alternativesto maximizethe
passenger carrying capacity of surface transportation
facilities. The Transit Office consists of three sections
(Transit Planning, Grants Administration, and Transit
Operations) each of which has specific areas of
responsibility:

The Transit Office's Transit Planning Section is
responsible for developing the state’ stransit plan. The
Transit 2020 Plan identifies three key issue areas in
Florida:

« Transit Service—The level of transit service for
most Floridians is inadequate (with some notable
exceptions) and will worsen given current growth
trends. Existing levels of transit service make it
unattractive as an alternative travel mode for most
Floridians except for those who do not have other
means of travel. Existing transit services can be
fairly characterized as marginal due to limited
service hours, infrequent service, and lack of
service to many employment centers, commerce,
education and recreation, particularly in the
suburbs.

o Transit Funding—Sustain and expand investment
in public transportation from all existing and
potential public and private funding sources.
Exigting transit funding levelsfrom all sourcesare
inadequate. Existing funding streams may not be
sufficient to maintain current service and are not
sufficient to provide expanded capita,
maintenance, and operating programs required to
improve overall service quantity and quality.

o Transit Planning/Policy—Develop a multi-modal
transportation planning process addressing the
wide range of policy issues involved in making
sound, long-range transportation investment
decisions, including technological innovation and
the environmental and economic benefitsof trangit.

The Transit Office's Transit Operations Section
reviews and implements safety programs, provides
technical assistance in the design and procurement of
busesfor not-for-profit and governmental entities, and
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training program for mechanics, fleet supervisors and
operationd transit staff.

The Transit Office' s Grants Administration Section is
responsible for administering somefedera and dl state
trangit grants and ensuresthe grant moniesare spent in
accordance with federal and state laws.

Section 206.46(3), F.S., requires, in each fiscal year, a
minimum of 15 percent of all state revenues deposited
into the State Transportation Trust Fund (STTF)
(primarily derived from gastaxes, motor vehicle/renta
car sales taxes/surcharges, and motor vehicletitle and
registration fees) shall be committed annualy by
FDOT for public transportation projects (aviation,
transit, rail, intermodal and seaports). A review of
FDOT’ s work program for the past 5 fiscal years and
the next 5 fiscal years, shows FDOT has (on average)
committed or will commit 17.5 percent of all state
revenues deposited into the STTF for public
transportation. For FY 2006, $394,675,000 have been
committed for public transportation projects. Over the
same 10 year period, an average of 5.1 percent of al
state revenues deposited into STTF have been
committed for transit projects. For FY 2006,
$124,023,000 have been committed for transit projects.
When adjusted for inflation, the State of Florida's
contribution to transit funding (from 1995 to 2004) has
decreased.

A brief summary of Florida stransit funding programs
administered by the Transit Office are;

Fixed-Guideway Transportation Funding is governed
by s. 215.615, F.S., and authorizes the issuance of
revenue bondsfor thefinancing or refinancing of fixed
capital expendituresfor fixed-guideway transportation
systems (transit on stationary rail or other guideway) on
a 50-50 basis with funds from sources other than the
revenuesfrom FDOT. FDOT' sshare of debt servicesis
payable from, and limited to, a maximum of two
percent of al state revenues deposited in the STTF.
These debt service payments are part of the 15 percent
of transportation revenues committed to public
transportation as set forth in s. 206.46(3), F.S. To date,
the fixed-guideway revenue bond financing option has
not been employed and FDOT has proposed changing
the statute to give FDOT funding flexibility by
providing matching funds of up to 50 percent.

Public Transit Block Grant Program is governed by
s. 341.052, F.S., and finances public transit providers
eligibleto receivefunding from FTA’s5307 and 5311
programs and to Community Transportation

Coordinators (based upon a 85/15 percent basis). The
state participation is limited to 50 percent of the non-
federal share of capital projects. Program funds may
also be used to pay up to 50 percent of eligible
operating costs or an amount equal to thetota revenue,
excluding farebox, charter, and advertising revenue,
and federal funds received by the provider for
operating costs (whichever isless).

Transit Corridor Program is governed by
s. 341.051(5)(d), F.S., and provides funding to
Community Transportation Coordinators or transit
agencies to support new services within specific
corridors when the services are designed and expected
to help reduce or aleviate congestion or other mobility
issues within the corridor.

Public Transit Service Development Program is
governed by s. 341.051(5)(e), F.S., and providesinitial
funding for specia projects involving new
technologies; services, routes, or vehicle frequencies;
the purchase of specia transportation services, and
other techniques for increasing service to the riding
public. The programis selectively applied to determine
whether anew or innovative technique or measure can
be used to improve or expand public transit services.

Commuter Assistance Program is governed by
s. 341.051(5)(a), F.S., and finances projects which
encourage public/private individuals for carpools,
vanpools, bus pooals, express bus service, subscription
transit service, group taxi services, heavy and light rail,
and other systems designed to increase vehicle
occupancy. The Park and Ride Lot Program is part of
this program.

New Starts Transit Program was created by the 2005
Legidature (SB 360) and providesfinancial assistance
to local governments in developing and constructing
fixed guideway and bus rapid transit projects to
accommodate and manage urban growth and
development. A second purpose of the program is to
leverage state funds to generate local transportation
revenues and secure FTA New Starts Program funding
for Florida projects.

Intermodal Development Program is governed by
s. 341.053, F.S., and providesfunding for mgjor capita
investmentsin fixed-guideway transportation systems;
access to seaports, airports and other transportation
terminals, and construction of intermoda or
multimodal terminals.
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Transportation Regional Incentive Program is
governed by s. 339.2819, F.S., and provides funding
for regionally significant transportation facilitieswhich
are linked to growth management including transit
projects. FDOT will pay for 50 percent of project costs,
or up to 50 percent of the non-federal share of project
costs for public transportation facility projects.

County Incentive Grant Program is governed by
s. 339.2817, F.S., and provides funding to countiesto
improve atransportation facility (including transit) that
islocated on the State Highway System or that relieves
traffic congestion on the State Highway System.

C. Local Transit
The fixed-route transit systemsin Floridainclude:

Bay County Council on Aging, Inc., (Bay Town
Trolley) operatesthe Bay Town Trolley and serves Bay
County with fixed-route motorbus services. In addition,
demand-response  services are provided (Bay
Coordinated Transportation).

Broward County Mass Transit Division (BCT) is part
of the Broward County Community Services
Department and provides fixed-route motorbus service
throughout Broward County, directly and viacontracts.
Connections with Palm Tran (in Palm Beach County),
Miami-Dade Transit, and Tri-Rail (commuter rail
service ) are also provided. In addition, a contracted
para-transit serviceis offered.

Escambia County Area Transit (ECAT) is a
department of the county government. A five-member
elected Board of County Commissioners governs the
department. In addition to providing fixed-route
motorbus service, ECAT contractsto provide demand-
response transportation services.

Regional Transit System (RTS) is adepartment of the
City of Ganesvillee An édected fivemember
Commission governs RTS. The Commission receives
input from an advisory board comprised of citizens
from the community. RTS serves the City of
Gainesville and parts of Alachua County via fixed-
route motorbus service. Also, RTS provides demand-
response services throughout the urbanized area up to
three-quarters of amile beyond itsfixed-route network.

Hillsborough Area Regional Transit (HARTIine) isan
independent authority governed by an eleven-member
Board of Directors. The authority serves the transit
needs for Hillsborough County, excluding Plant City.
HARTIine provides fixed-route motorbus service, light

rail (streetcar) service, and paratransit service, and
contracts to provide vanpool service.

Indian River County Council on Aging, Inc., (Indian
River Transit/Community Coach) operatesin aquasi-
government status under the five-member eected
Board of County Commissioners as the Transit
Element of Indian River County. It is governed by a
volunteer Board of Directors. Community Coach serves
the rural and urbanized portions of Indian River
County. The system provides point deviation motorbus
services, and demand-response van, whedchair, and
stretcher services.

Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) is an
independent authority governed by a seven-member,
appointed Board of Directors. The JTA provides
services within Duva County and northern Clay
County (Orange Park). JTA’s services include fixed-
route motorbus, automated guideway (Skyway
Express), and demand-response.

Key West Department of Transportation (KWDOT) is
a department of the City of Key West. The Director of
Transportation manages KWDOT and reports directly
to the City Manager. In turn, the City Manager reports
to the seven-member City Commission. The transit
system provides fixed-route motorbus service to the
City of Key West and to Stock Island. Demand-
response services are available throughout Monroe
County. Shuttle service from a park-and-ridefacility to
the downtown historic areas of Key West is provided
for tourists.

Lakdland Area Mass Transit District (Citrus
Connection) isan independent authority governed by a
fivemember Board of Directors. The Citrus
Connection servesthe urbanized areas of Lakeland via
fixed-route motorbus services and demand-response
services.

Lee County Transit (Lee Tran) is an independent
division of the Lee County Government and is
governed by the Lee County Board of County
Commissioners. Lee Tran serves L ee County viafixed-
route motorbus services and contracted demand-
response services. In addition, Lee Tran contractually
provides vanpool service.

Central Florida Regional Transit Authority (LYNX)is
an independent authority governed by a Board of
Directors. LYNX provides service to Orange County
(including Orlando, Winter Park, Maitland, and
others), Seminole County (including Altamonte
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Springs, Casselberry, and Sanford), and Osceola
County (including Kisssmmee and St. Cloud). LY NX
provides fixed-route motorbus service, para-transit
service, transportation-disadvantaged coordination, a
five-county regional ridesharing assistance program,
and vanpool service.

Manatee County Area Transit (MCAT) is adivision
within the Community Services Department of
Manatee County. The Board of County Commissioners
governs the division. MCAT provides service to the
urbanized parts of Manatee County via fixed-route
motorbus services, demand-response services, and
vanpool services.

Miami-Dade Transit (MDT) operates within Miami-
Dade County and has three routes extending into
Broward County. MDT is governed by Miami-Dade
County. MDT provides county-wide services
throughout Miami-Dade County and municipal
services to those who live in the unincorporated areas
of the county. MDT isresponsiblefor the management,
construction, and operation of Metrobus, Metrorail
(heavy rail), Metromover (automated guideway), and
para-transit operations.

The Okal oosa County Board of County Commissioners
(The Wave) contracts to operate The Wave, a fixed-
route bus system providing service in Fort Walton
Beach and Crestview. In addition, demand-response
services are provided (Okaloosa County Transit).

The Palm Beach County Transportation Agency (Palm
Tran) is a not-for-profit corporation owned by Palm
Beach County and is governed by the seven-member
Board of County Commissioners. Padm Tran serves
Palm Beach County and operates fixed-route motorbus
services throughout Palm Beach County and operates
fixed-route motorbus services and feeder bus services
to the Tri-County Commuter Rail system. In addition,
Pam Tran provides purchased demand-response
services through the Palm Beach County Para-transit
division.

Pasco County Public Transportation (PCPT) is a
division of Pasco County. Thedivision isgoverned by
the five-member Pasco County Commission. PCPT
provides fixed-route motorbus servicesin the urbani zed
area of west Pasco County and the municipalities in
east Pasco County. Demand-response (advance
reservation) service is available throughout Pasco
County.

Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) is an
independent authority governed by a Board of
Directors comprised of elected officials and private
citizen appointees. PSTA serves Pindllas County with
the exception of Kenneth City, Bellair Shores, Treasure
Island, and St. Pete Beach. PSTA providesfixed-route
motorbus service and demand-response service.

Polk County Transit Services Divison (InterCity
Transit) provides fixed-route bus service throughout
Polk County and is governed by the Polk County Board
of County Commissioners. Para-transit serviceis aso
provided. InterCity Transit has been contracted to
provide the fixed-route motorbus system in the City of
Winter Haven.

. Lucie Council on Aging, Inc., (Connector) operates
the Treasure Coast Connector, which provides fixed-
routetransit servicesin St. Lucieand Martin Counties.
In addition, demand-response services are provided
(Community Transit).

Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) isgoverned by
the five-member Board of County Commissioners of
Sarasota County. The SCAT serves the urbanized
portion of Sarasota County (including the cities of
Longboat Key, Sarasota, Venice, Englewood, and
North Port) via fixed-route motorbus service and
demand-response service.

The South Florida Regional Transportation Authority
(SFRTA) is an independent authority governed by a
nine-member appointed Board of Directors. The
SFRTA operates and manages TRI-Rail, the commuter
rail system for Broward, Dade, and Pam Beach
Counties. Although the TRI-Rail remains SFRTA's
primary focal point, SFRTA is empowered to
construct, finance and manage a variety of public
trangportation options (which at this time includes
motorbus services) as an integrated mode.

Space Coast Area Transit (Space Coast) isgoverned by
the five-member Brevard County Commission. Space
Coast provides transit service throughout Brevard
County via fixed-route motorbus services, demand-
response services and vanpool services.

SarMetro is a department of the City of Tallahassee
government and is governed by a Board of Directors
comprised of four elected commissioners and one
elected mayor. StarMetro servesthe City of Tallahassee
by providing fixed-route motorbus service and
demand-response service to its community. Evening,
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weekend, and holiday demand-response services are
provided via contract.

SunTran is governed by the OcalaMarion County
MPO and provides fixed-route motorbus service on
five routes in Ocala and Silver Springs Shores.
Contracted demand-response services are aso
provided.

County of Volusia (VOTRAN) is a part of Volusia
County’s General Fund and is governed by aBoard of
Directors comprised of seven County Council
members. VOTRAN provides public transportation
services throughout Volusia County via fixed-route
motorbus services, para-transit services and vanpool
services.

Winter Haven Area Transit (WHAT) is governed by
the WHAT Policy Board. Polk County Transit Services
has been contracted by WHAT to provide the fixed-
route motorbus system in the City of Winter Haven.

Table 5 (page 8) shows a snapshot of Florida' s fixed-
route transit systems resources and performance for
2003 and 2004 (for which information is available).

Table 6—Farebox Recovery Rate for Certain Urbanized Areas

New York-Newark, NY-NJ-CT

Washington, DC-VA-MD ]

Chicago, IL-IN

Philadelphia, PA-NJ-DE-MD ]

Boston, MA-NH-RI

Atlanta, GA
Pittsburgh, PA

Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa Ana, GA
Seattle, WA

Minneaj polis-St. Paul, MN

Tampa-St. Petersburg, FL 1

Metropolitan Area

Portland, OR-WA

Denver-Aurora, CO

St. Louis. MO-IL 1

Miami, FL

San Jose, CA

Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX

Recovery Ratio

Florida' sfarebox recovery rate of 20.4 percentisclose
to national averages. In many instances, farebox
recovery is not the goa of the local government
operating and funding a transit system. For example,
many of Florida's fixed-route transit systems offer
either free or reduced fare services for students,
disabled, Medicaid and senior citizens. These free or
reduced fares provide significant savings to many

disabled or Medicaid persons who otherwise use door
to door services. Table 6 shows the farebox recovery
ratios for the 25 largest urbanized areas in the United
States. The source of the 2004 datais from the FTA.

Florida's fixed-route transit system faces many
challengesin the future. Some of those challenges are:

e The burden for financially supporting fixed-
routetransitisprimarily onlocal governments,
therefore, thelocal governments are searching
for new options (such aslocal option taxes) to
increase local revenue sources.

e Because new fixed-route transit systems are
being created in Florida (most recently in
Collier, Okaloosa, Martin, Pasco, Lake and
Marion Counties), political support for transit
is increasing, but state and federal funds are
being diluted by the additional systems.

e Other public transportation systems such as
aviation, rail, intermodal, seaports, para-transit
and demand-response transit services compete
for fixed-route transit revenues.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Amend s. 215.615, F.S,, to allow for various matching
scenarioswith an upward limit on FDOT’ s sharebeing
established at up to 50 percent of the eligible project
costs. This would allow local authorities to contribute
more local dollarswhen the FDOT’ savailablematchis
insufficient to finance 50 percent of the project.

Increase public transportation revenues a the samerate
as new state transportation revenues.

Provide policies and guidance which give local
governments and fixed-route transit providers options
for financing fixed-route transit systems and which
promote greater transit ridership. (For example,
amending s. 339.2819, F.S,, to provide the percentage
of matching funds from the Transportation Regional
Incentive Program to pay for 50 percent of transit
project costs rather than 50 percent of the non-federal
funding share for transit projects.)

Encourage private investment in public transportation
based upon sound public policy.
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