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PreK-12 Education Conforming Bill Summary (SB 1676)

Establishes the Florida Qualified School Construction Bond Act in order for school
districts in Florida to participate in federal bond programs under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act.

Adds an additional duty to the Office of Technology and information Services in the
Office of the Commissioner as it relates to assisting school districts in securing Internet
access and telecommunications services, including those eligible for funding under the
Schools and Libraries Program of the federal Universal Service Fund.

Authorizes the Commissioner, upon requisition by a school district and other eligible
users of the Florida Information Resource Network (FIRN), to purchase the
nondiscounted portion of Internet access services and to identify the source of funds
from which the commissioner is to make payment.

Clarifies the distance learning duties of the Department of Education to include
coordinating FIRN.

Requires that for the 2009-2010 fiscal year school board member salaries shall be the
lesser of the amount calculated pursuant to statutory methodologies or the salary of
beginning teachers in the district.

Clarifies that earned leave and benefits for contract employees, including
superintendents, to not be counted in the one-year limitation on state funds for
contract settiements.

Requires funds provided in the GAA for Regional Education Consortia to be prorated
among eligible consortia for 2009-2010.

Provides that elected school district superintendents may reduce their salaries
voluntarily and requires that elected superintendent salaries shall be reduced by 2
percent for the 2009-2010 fiscal year.

Prohibits school districts from entering into contracts for a schoot district
superintendent salary paid from state funds that is in excess of $225,000 and
encourages school districts with appointed superintendents to negotiate 5% reduction
to the superintendent’s salary for FY 2009-10.



Clarifies that the Florida Virtual School shall not receive funding through the FEFP for
the purpose of meeting class size reduction requirements and provides FLVS .114 bonus
FTE for public school students only.

Defines virtual instruction to be that which is provided in an interactive environment
created by using some form of technology where the student and teacher are separated
by space or time or both.

Requires direct instruction by a certified teacher for 80 percent of instruction in grades
6-12 and 50 percent for grades K-5.

Allows district to meet requirement for virtual programs through Florida Virtual School,
DOE approved contract providers, multidistrict contractual agreements, or through
agreements with another district — neither the multidistrict contract or agreements
between districts have to be between contiguous districts

Opens up the grades 9-12 virtual program by eliminating requirement for students in
grades 9-12 to only be served in district virtual instruction programs if they are in DJJ,
dropout prevention, or career and vocational programs.

Modifies the accountability requirements for K-8 virtual instruction programs to:

= Remove the grade requirement for school district aggregate virtual school
program.

= Require DOE to aggregate the student performance data for all students served
by a particular provider to provide each K to 8 program provider a statewide
grade.

= Applies sanctions for failure to the provider rather than to the school district
program.

Modifies contract provider qualifications to have Florida-certified teachers, background
screenings and requires renewal of DOE approval every 3 years.

Clarifies the accreditation requirements for virtual instruction programs.
Clarifies eligibility for funding of virtual instruction programs.

Clarifies situations when a student in a Voluntary PreKindergarten Program (VPK) can
withdraw and re-enroll.

S



Provides that student attendance in VPK may be reported on a prorata basis as a
fraction of a full-time equivalent student.

Clarifies the number of allowable paid absences in VPK programs.

Clarifies that a VPK provider may not receive payment for absences that occur before a
student’s first or after a student’s last day of attendance.

Continues class size compliance at the school level for 2009-2010 and delays
implementation at classroom level until 2010-11 school year; revises the compliance
calculation beginning in 2010-2011 to be a reduction in the noncompliant district’s class
size operating categorical for each student that is over the maximum allowed; and
requires that the revised compliance calculation be simulated in 2009-2010.

Revises the establishment of the regional autism center at Florida State University
within the College of Medicine.

Requires that school districts include state allocations for school breakfast programs in
the annual breakfast meal rates to offset the costs of school breakfast programs without
requiring allocations from the district’s operating funds. Requires universal breakfast to
be provided only in schools in which 80 percent or more of students qualify for free or
reduced-price meals instead of in all schools.

Prohibits state funds appropriated to the Division of Public Schools within the DOE to be
used to pay indirect costs to universities, community colleges, school districts or any
other entity.

Defines instructional materials to include electronic media and software and allows
flexible use of funds after March 1st, 2010.

Provides an alternative to CLAST, by repealing CLAST and the examination fee, and
authorizes an alternative testing and remediation requirements to be established by the
State Board of Education in conjunction with the Board of Governors.

Authorizes the Commissioner of Education to employ FIRN to perform certain functions
relating to workforce education.

Restricts school districts from using public funds for out-of-state travel, cell phones or
other electronic communication devices without the specific approval of the school

3



board, and provides that art, music, and similar programs for students have a higher
funding priority than payment for employee travel and communication devices.

Authorizes “payments” as appropriate types of electronic transactions and provides
documentation requirements for electronic payments per AG recommendation.

Provides flexibility for the number of days or the hourly equivalent of school operations
for minimum requirements for participation in the FEFP.

Clarifies definitions for fuil-time equivalent membership reporting for the FEFP.

Provides that students enrolled in study shall not be reported for funding in the FEFP
calculation; provides flexible use of categorical funds; and includes FEFP categorical
funds in total funds for operations.

Provides for restoration of revenue from prior year unrealized local effort.

Requires class size reduction funds to be included in the 80% calculation of funds
provided to schools within a district.

Reduces the authorized capital improvement millage levy from 1.75 to 1.5 mills.

Waives the three-fourths limit on use of proceeds from the capital improvement millage
levy for lease-purchase agreements entered into before June 30, 2009 for the 2009-
2010 fiscal year.

Removes June 30, 2010 time limit in which school districts may pay property and
casualty insurance premiums and purchase or lease driver’s education and maintenance
vehicles from the revenue generated by the discretionary capital improvement millage
and retains the $100 cap on expenditures for property and casualty insurance premiums
and motor vehicles.

Authorizes the Commissioner of Education to waive penalties associated with the audit
citations for districts using capital funds for purchases of software in the 2007-2008
fiscal year.

Authorizes school districts to levy 0.25 mills for capital improvement needs in lieu of an
equivalent amount of the discretionary mills for operations as provided in the General

Appropriations Act.
4



Authorizes district school boards, by a super majority vote, to levy an optional 0.25 mill
for critical capital outlay needs or for critical operating needs. If used for operations,
districts in which 0.25 mills generate less than the state average are to be provided the
difference in state funds allocated through the FEFP. In order to continue this levy it
must be approved by the voters of the district in the next general election.

Allows districts to establish the total annual number of required days of service for
employees.

Contracts for principals, other school site administrators, and instructional personnel
may not require more than 10 calendar months of service unless specifically approved
by the district school board.

Provides that non-recurring federal stabilization funds should not be used for new
teacher professional service contracts.

Removes the requirement that for purposes of pay, districts must recognize out-of-state
years of service and provides that an employee may voluntarily waive this requirement
for in-state service.

Removes the $100 cap on teacher certification exam fees, which will allow the State
Board of Education to establish the fees at a level sufficient to offset the cost of test
development and administration.

Authorizes the Department of Education to establish a pilot program to manage the
Fiorida Teachers Lead Program through a centralized electronic system.

Changes criteria for charter schoals to be eligible to receive PECO for capital outlay to
require the governing board to have been established in the state for 3 or more years
and allows charter schools to use PECO funds to purchase software and motor vehicles
and pay property & casualty insurance premiums.

Maodifies the capital millage levy requirements for school districts currently participating
in the Special Facility Construction Account.

Adopts a building code revision for 2009-2010, to waive the “Green” requirements for
school facility construction for one year and clarifies that districts are only required to
build to current state and education building codes.



s Incorporates the FEFP by reference.

Additional Issue to be Added

e Authorize the establishment of virtual charter schools.



Higher Education Appropriations Conforming Bill Summary (SB 1696)

The bill makes the following changes to higher education funding statutes:

e Bright Futures —

o Requires a refund of funds received for courses withdrawn or
dropped by students after the end of the drop and add period.

o Revises credit hour requirements for full-time students.

o Removes college-related-expense awards for Academic Scholars.

o Prohibits conversion of Gold Seal Awards to Medallion Awards.

e Florida Prepaid College Plans —

o Establishes set per year payments from Florida Prepaid College
Program to State Universities within a reasonable range based on
fund reserve.

o Authorizes new plans with incremental credit hour purchases.

e State University Excess Hours — Requires a 50% tuition surcharge after
120% of required credit hours for resident students.

e Postsecondary Education Residency Requirements— Modifies standards for
converting to resident status for tuition purposes.

e State University Graduate Tuition Rate — Authorizes up to 15% annual
adjustments to match professional tuition flexibility already authorized.

s Higher Education Challenge Grants —

o Requires notice of state match delay for Community College and
State University Facilities and Operating Challenge Grant Donations.

o Allows Community Colleges and Universities to spend existing
donations for facilities projects.

e Provides flexibility to state and community colleges by deleting an
expenditure restriction on tuition revenue.

e Community College Baccalaureate Programs —

o Modifies the state support and tuition language to be as provided in
the General Appropriations Act.

e Clarifies current practice for scholarship programs by removing specific
doliar amounts from certain scholarship programs (Critical Teacher Tuition,
Reimbursement, Critical Student Loan Forgiveness, Teacher Scholarships
and Loan Forgiveness, and Minority Teacher Scholars) and prorating these
awards based on General Appropriations Act funding. Eliminates the
unfunded “Chappie” James Most Promising Teacher Scholarship.



o Requires return of unused Minority Teacher Scholarship balances at end
the fiscal year.

e Requires FSAG-level need requirement for First Generation Scholarships.
Repeals the Ethics in Business Scholarship Program.

» Revises eligibility to the Rosewood Family Scholarship program to include
only direct descendants.

e Provides for consistent reporting requirements for private colleges and
universities that receive state appropriations.

e Limits all community college and all state university employee severance
payouts to one year from state funds.

e Authorizes Florida State University to exceed the statutory limit of 5% on
annual increases to local fees to allow an increase in the health fee for the
purposes of constructing a new health facility.

e The bill prohibits a state university from establishing a new requirement for
student health insurance coverage.

Additional Issues

e Creation of the Johnnie B. Byrd, Sr., Alzheimer’s Center and Research
Institute as a unit of the University of South Florida.
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Conference Report on SB 1720 ~

Capital Collateral Regional Counsel Trust Fund

e The bill creates the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel Trust Fund.

¢ The source of funds is the reimbursement from the federal
government when the capital collateral regional counsels provide
representation to death row inmates in federal court.



Conference Report on SB 1722 - Department of Corrections

e Requires the court to sentence certain non-violent low-scoring
offenders to a non-state prison sanction unless the court finds
that such a sentence could endanger the public.

e C(Creates a state-funded diversion program operated by the
Department of Corrections to allow the court to divert certain
non-violent offenders from prison.

e Authorizes Division of Bond Finance to negotiate the sale of
bonds for fiscal year 2009-2010.
NEW - Not in Either Senate/House Bills

o Authorizes the Department of Corrections to contract with
county and municipal facilities in Florida and out-of-state public
and private facilities.

¢ Increases the inmate copayment for non-emergency health
care from $4 to S5.

e Establishes timeframes for submitting requests for payment of
medical claims or for return of overpayment of such claims.
Contained in CS/SB 2298 and CS/HB 7085 — Adopted
through substantive committees in Senate and House

e Caps payments for non-contractual inmate medical services.

e Requires all offenders who are subject to electronic monitoring
to pay the department for the monitoring service. Provides



that the department may exempt a person from paying all or a
part of the costs of supervision in certain instances.

Requires courts to use an order of supervision form provided
by the department when placing an offender on community
supervision.

Allows sentencing courts to modify the sentence of a youthful
offender who is successfully completing the Basic Training
Program so that he or she can be placed on probation
immediately after completion of the program.

Provides a five-year statute of limitation period for the state to
seek recovery of costs of incarceration, and specifies that the
costs are to be determined based upon the length of the
sentence imposed by the court.
Contained in CS/SB 2298 and CS/HB 7085 — Adopted
through substantive committees in Senate and House

Provides that a sentencing court must retain jurisdiction to
enter civil restitution lien orders until the later of the duration
of the sentence or up to 5 years after the offender is released
from incarceration or supervision,
Contained in CS/SB 2298 and CS/HB 7085 — Adopted
through substantive committees in Senate and House



Conference Report on SB 1726 — Drug Court

Expands the use of drug court as part of a sentence which
includes community supervision (post adjudication) with the
recommendation of the state attorney and other qualifications.

Expands who can enter drug court, but continues to exclude
violent felons.

Sets criminal history score sheet points at a maximum of 52 to
enter post adjudication drug court.

Includes language from HB 7139 modifying pre-trial drug court to
admit a larger pool of defendants.

Requires each circuit to report data on clients in drug court
programs.

Requires a study by the Legislature’s Office of Program Policy
Analysis and Government Accountability (OPPAGA) to determine
the effectiveness of the changes to drug court.
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Conference Report SB 1780 — Department of State

The conference report provisions:

Cultural Grant Progam:

e creates a consolidated cultural grants program and adds definitions for

clarification.
Division of Corporations:

e eliminates requirement for DOS to provide a second-notice for failure to
file annual reports, provides a date and time for administrative dissolution
or revocation of authority to conduct business in the state for failure to
file annual reports;

¢ deletes the requirement that a fictitious name renewal notice be sent to
the registered owner and requires that the expiration of a fictitious name
be sent to the owner or registrant;

s authorizes the DOS to collect electronic addresses and to provide notices
by electronic transmission if e-mail address is available.

New provision of the conference report:

Uniform Commercial Code
s requires an additional $10 fee for filing an initial financing statement
under the Uniform Commerical Code and requires that 100% of the fee be
deposited into the General Revenue Fund.

The bill is effective upon becoming a law.

The budget:

e includes a recurring GR saving of $145,566 related to the consolidation of the
cultural grants program;

e reduces $500,000 in recurring GR costs related to the notice changes in the
Division of Corporations;

The additional filing fee for financing statements results in an additional $1.4
million deposited annually into the General Revenue Fund.



Conference Report SB 1782 - Unemployment
Compensation Claims and Benefits

The bill creates s. 443.113, FS, to provide substantive
statutory authority for the replacement of the UC Claims
and Benefits technology system.

The statutory provision establishes and defines the
project’s:
e governance structure,
e planned scope,
e main business objectives that must be achieved, and
e completion timeframes.

The effective date of the bill is July 1, 2009.

The budget provides $2 million from non-recurring
federal funds to develop the requirements definition and
procurement support for the new system. This is phase 2
of a multiple year project. Phase 1 was the completion
of the feasibility study.



HB 5013-An Act Relating to Transportation
SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ACTION

The Conference Committee Amendment for House Bill 5013, relating to the Department of
Transportation, specifically the bill;

e Revises the definition of roadside beautification to include conservation, enhancement,
and stabilization and requires the purchase of plant materials from in-state commercial
nurseries.

¢ Removes the funding cap for design and build projects funded under the American
Recovery Reinvestment Act of 2009.

* Recognizes that construction aggregate materials mining is an industry of critical
importance and that the mining of construction aggregate materials is in the public
interest.

* Revises eligibility and prioritization criteria for the Small County Outreach Program.

* Revises requirements for the logo sign program on the interstate highway system;
authorizes a rotation-based logo program; requires the department to adopt rules that set
reasonable rates for annual permit fees; caps the annual permit fee for signs locations
nside an urban area at $5,000, and for sign locations outside the defined urban area at
$2,500.

¢ Authorizes the Hillsborough County Expressway Authority to make and issue bonds for
the purpose of financing all or part of the improvement or extension of the expressway
system.

New Issue:
* Northwest Florida Transportation Corridor Authority -

o Authorizes the NWFTCA to conduct a study of transportation construction
projects.

e Lnergy Economic Pilot Project

o Creates green infrastructure and jobs



SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ACTION Page 1

The Conference Committee Amendment for CS/CS/SB 1796 relating to Transparency Florida
Act:

This bill requires a website be established for public access to government entity financial
information. The initial phase will include appropriations data and expenditure data for all
branches of state government. The Joint Legislative Auditing Committee will oversee the
website and will propose additional phases of information to be made available. The committee
will provide a proposal by March 1, 2010, to be submitted to the Speaker of the House and the
President of the Senate, that will include a schedule of additional phases of information by the
type of information to be provided for specific governmental entities, including local government
units, community colleges, state universities and other government entities that receive state
appropriations. The proposal will include timeframes for additional phases as well as a proposed
development entity for the additional information.



PROPOSED CONFERENCE REPORT ON CS/SB 1798 — Collective Bargaining Resolution

1. Generally, all noneconomic issues remaining at impasse will be resoived by maintaining the
status quo.
2. Exceptions:

a. AFSCME and the State of Florida — Article 8 “Workforce Reduction” resolved pursuant to
the state’s last offer dated April 7, 2009. (this would add “length of service” as one of
the criteria to consider pursuant to the statute and rule when addressing a “reduction in
force.”}

PROPOSED CONFERENCE REPORT ON CS/SB 1802 - Retirement Contributions
This bill sets the employer contribution rates for the Florida Retirement System.

1. Maintains current level of employer contributions in effect for FY 2008-2009. (Same as both
bills).
2. New issue — Directs DMS to include in the 2009 Valuation of the Florida Retirement System
a. Treating DROP participants as retired members of the respective class with no
contributions made during the DROP period, except for contributions attributed to an
unfunded actuarial liability.
b. Treating DROP participants as active members of the respective class with employer
contributions made during the DROP period at the same rate as the applicable class.

PROPOSED CONFERENCE REPORT ON CS/SB 1806 — General Revenue Service Charge

This bill increases the current service charge imposed on most trust funds by 1%. These charges are
deposited into the General Revenue Fund to fund the general operations of state government.

1. Generally, increase the service charge to 8% {currently assessed 7% or 7.3%)

2. Department of Citrus and Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services trust funds
currently assessed either 3% or 3.3% will be increased to 4%.

3. Generates S 30.1 million.



SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ACTION Page 1

The Conference Committee Amendment for CS/SB 2574 relating to Data Center Consolidation:

This original bill clarifies a number of existing statutes which address the duties of the Agency
for Enterprise Information Technology. This agency was created in 2007. In 2008 the agency
was assigned the task of consolidating state data centers and developing policy for the State Data
Center System. Since passage of last year’s bill a number of changes are required including to
make the system operate more effectively. These changes include:

¢ Changing the membership of Primary data center boards. Previously if an agency had 3
members, it will now have one member but with 3 votes.

¢ Changing submittal dates of various reports.

e Provides that any of the state’s primary data centers now has custody of equipment for
purposes of Chapter 273.

¢ Clarifies the exception process for customers who want to terminate or transfer services
from a primary data center.

The bill also creates two new enterprise information technology services for which the AEIT will
set policy for, including Information Security and Statewide Email and requires implementation
plans for each. The bill also reorganizes the statutes separating the portions of Ch. 282 which are
DMS related statutes from the AEIT related statutes.



PRIMARY PROVISIONS OF $B 2694

House Staff

Recommendation
1 Limits agencies’ 5 % transfer authority Remove from bill
2 Limitations on types of contracts
2a Liquidated damages and early termination clauses Agree
2b Interest payments when the agency does not have sufficient Agree
budget authority in current year
2¢ Agreements to allow a party other than the state to collect and Agree
retain revenues that otherwise would be deposited into the State
Treasury
2d Agreements to pay in a future year the costs incurred by a vendor | Agree
in the current year
2e Leases/lease purchase agreements of tangible personal property in | Agree
excess of $500,000 payable in more than 1 fiscal year
3 30 Day notification to the Governor and Legislature
3a Any contract or series of contracts with a single vendor in excess of | Increase threshold to $10
S5 million during one calendar or fiscal year million
3b Any contract that requires minimal or no payments by the state or | Agree
authorizes the other party to make expenditures in anticipation of
revenues
3c Any contract that requires initial expenditures by the vendor with | Agree
no payment contemplated by the state within 180 days.
4 Specific contract provisions
4a Must identify the specific appropriation from which the contract Agree
will be funded during the first year
4b Must contain current “contingent upon an annual appropriation by | Agree
the tegislature”
4c Must contain a new clause putting the contractor on notice that Agree
the contract may be terminated if a deficit is certified and the
funding for the contract is eliminated by a deficit reduction plan or
by an act of the legislature
4d if the contract exceeds 525,000, it must be signed by the agency Allow agency head to
head delegate responsibility to
Senior Management level
staff within the agency
de If the contract exceeds a term of 12 months, the agency head must | Agree
certify compliance with the law
4f If he contract exceeds $250,000, acceptance or rejection of Agree
deliverables must be in writing, not be default,
5 Deferred payment commodity contract and consolidated agree

financing agreements in excess of $500,000 must be expressly
authorized by the legislature




